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TO DOCTOR GEORGE BIRD, 


My dear Bird, 

This is not a strsctijr medical work, although in places 
treating of subjects which may modestly be called hygienic. 1 
inscribe it to you because your knowledge of Egypt will enable 
you to appreciate its finer tou che s^ and for another and a yet 
more cogent reason, namely, that you are one of my best and 
oldest firiends. 

Ever yours aincerdy, 

RICHARD E. BURTON, 


Athejj^um Club, October ao, 1885, 
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THE BOOK OF THE 

thousand nights and a night 
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THE EBONY HORSE.* 


There was once in tinies of ^-ore and ages bng gone ^ 

great and puissant King, of the Kings of the Persians, Sab^ by 
name, who was the richest of ail the Kings in store of wealth ^d 
dominion and surpassed each and every in wit and wisdom. He 
was generous, open handed and beneficent, and he rave to those 
who sought him and repelled not those who resorted to him; and 
he comforted the broken-hearted and honourably entreated those 
who fled to him for refuge. Moreover, he loved the poor and m 
hospitable to strangers and did the oppressed justice up<m the 
oppr^sor. He had three daughters, like full moons of shining 
light or flower-gardens blooming bright; and a son as he were the 
moon; and it was his wont to keep two festivals in the twelw' 
month, those of the Nau-Ros, or New Year, and Mihrgan the Au' 
tumnal EquinoV ori which occasions he threw open his paia^ 
and gave largesse and made proclamation of safety and secimty 
and piomotea his chamberlains and viceroys; and the people of hi& 
realm came in to him and saluted him and gave him joy of the h oly 
day, bringing him gifts and servants and eunuchs. Now he loved 

• TW* tale (one of thwe niiaUtoil bj GeUeul) b b«t end fullwt In ih* Bk»L Eifit. 


» Eiflone h« deeded tWi eutanunU fcsti^ol, (ho Sun-ftte Mihrgia 
the vonel Ninwir*) ln» Midieelmia end i» It » eiUcd (t 

besin cff. the 16fh of Mila, Uw eeventh msinii; «id ^nd ** dmyi «th feette, 

rejoicing* tB faMour of the Still, who now 1«S1 m ly* sCHtthiim^tine ft sUddea 
the other h*If of the worlii. 
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sdcncc and geometry, and one I'cstjvaJ'day aa he sat on his kingly 
throne there came in to him three wise men, cunning artificers 
and past master? in all manner of craft and invendons, skilled in 
making things curious and rare, such as confound the wot* * and 
versed in the knowledge of occult truths and perfect in mysteries 
and subtleties. And they were of three different tongues and 
countries, the first a Hindi or Indian,* the second a Rotuni or 
Greek and the third a Farsi or Persian. The Indian came for' 
wards and, prostrating himself before the King, wished him joy 
of the lestivai and laid before him a present befitting his dignity; 
that is to say, a man of gold, set with precious gems and jew^ 
of price and bending m hand a golden trumpet. When Sabur* 
saw this, be asked, "O sage, what a the virtue of this figure?”; 
and the Indian answered, ”0 my lord, if this figure be set at 
the gate of thy city, it will be a guardian over it; for, if an 
enemy enter the place, it will blow' this clarion against him 
and he will be scui^ with a palsy and drop down dead” Much 
dae King marveUed at this and cried, “By Allah, O sage, an this 
thy woid be true, I will grant thee thy wish and thy desire,** 
Then came forward the Greek and, prostrating himsdt before the 
King, presented him with a basin of silver, in whose midst was 
a peacock of gold, surrounded by four-and'twenty chicks of the 
same metal. Sabur looked at them and turning to the Greek, 
said to him, ”0 age, what is the virtue of this peacock?” **0 
my lord," answered he, “as often as an hour of the day or night 
passeth. it pecketh one of its young and cricth out and flappeth 
its wings, till the four'and-twenty hours are accomplished; 
and wh^ the month cometh to an end, tt will open its mouth 
and thou shall see the crescent therein,” And the King said, 
“An thou speak sooth, I will bring thee to thy wish and thy 
desire.” Then came forward the Persian sage and, prostrating 
himself before the Kmg, presented him widi a horse* of the 

' "* I^BndT ill Jii 1 ruitan Do 4 OT W. 

* The priir.. PcfSilli Ward ii **Shih-piir"= Sa£ii the Gr^cki (whc3> had jA) (pre- 

fciTCil r- iJic Romani riirnc<l Ie Into S^pOT and the Arahm. (mjm the p) into 

S4b4rr See p. x. Bamw i^ahatictLiij AnnjJhiin Uhn x. i Gottwnlilt, U|k^ 

*Th€ ruft^c hon* may have origliiiitai with the Hindu ulc of i wooden Garuda (the 
bifd of nshnuj- hwlt by t yomh hr rhe piiqx^wof 4 eeh’idc. 11 amt wiih fhc Miwn*' 
fo Spain find apparmiH ^'Le Chaval dc FujC a Frraoh poem of the thiiteenih Century. 
Thom; it pisfod over CD EngUnd u ihown \%y QLsnccr'a "‘Haif.totd taJc of Cambuu^ 
Q^nghh Khaa?) bold," ej 

wtnudnxiv itecd of brue 
Oa which tho Tamr lurkg ride;” 
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blackest cbony'wood inlaid with gold and jewels, and ready 
harnessed with saddle, bridle and stirrups such as beht Kings; 
which when. Sabur saw, he marvelled widi exceeding marvel and 
was confounded at the beauty of its form and the ingenuity of its 
fashion. So he asked, “'What is the use of this hor^ of wood, and 
what is its virtue and what the secret of its movement?”; and the 
Persian answ'ered, * *^0 my lord, the virtue of this horse is that, if 
one mount him, it will carry him w^hither he will and fare with its 
rider through the air and cover the space of a year in a single 
day,” The King marvelled and was amazed at these thi^ 
wonders, following thus hard upon one another on the same Jay, 
and turning to the sage, said to him, "By Allah the Omnipotent, 
and our Le>rd the Benelicent, who created all creatures and feedeth 
rhfin with meat and drink, an chy speech be veritable and the 
virtue of thy contrivance appear. I will assuredly give thee what' 
soever thou lustest for and will bring thee to thy desire and thy 
wish!”‘ Then he entertained the sages three days, that he might 
mate trial of their gifts; after which they brought the figures 
before him and each, took the creature he had wroughten and 
showed him the mystery of its menfement. The trumpeter blew the 
mmip; the peaciKk pecked its chicks and the Persian sage mounted 
the ebony horse, whereupon it soared with him high in air and 
descended again. When King Sabur saw all this, he was amazed 
and perplexed and felt like to fly for joy imd said to the thres 
sages, “Now I am ccatihed of the truth of your words and it 
bidioveth me to <jujt me of my promise. Ask ye, therefore, what 
ye will, and 1 will give you that same." Now the report of the 
King’s daughters had reached the sages, so they answered, “ff the 
King be content with us and accept of our gifts and allow us to 
prefer a request to him, we crave of him that he give us his three 
daughters in marriage, that we may be his sons-in-law; for that the 
stability of Kings may not be gainsaid.’" Quoth the King, “I grant 

Aaii ntani=nii7^ il^riw "'RtirUrvMirc'" htan "i maa n&msf Rutiw whu rode 

rcufid it on i wfx^Jen horw bf art ragjc/' Lune fTu ciudta ttc 

nary o/ Clepimnito iwtl CLmitjrwJ which Mr. Kdghtlc>- suui PtipDlnr HcticjM, 

di*pc. il) dwes (ram oar tiurtcenth ccT?™rj:. Srt Vol. i., p. YtO. 

* Ali CTCcpt tivwc ofthe MiHU school thut Uie mjkcr of iibogn tvptt- 

-Kndtig iity thirfg^ Ej'f Bfc. wiU cDmmAttde-J on thf J tidpnaotiT f Jat io iniinatc it, and fiiiling 
wiD be duly lent to Firt. Thlw sevc-nty snwe ipptmrnat (nym fhit nccoiity of piiTrine 
down hkul-wofthip and, perhap^. (^ ibe Mine rwiii the GneeV CFinnihi admin ptcyrei 
hdE not itAmes. Of tourK the commanti ka* been honoured with cKKruiite brctichEng: 
for uiBuiic« ail the Soluin af Sutnbul hare bid duir ponraiu drawn nnA pariiua!. 
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you whicii you iJviah and you desire," and bade summon the 
Kasi forthright, he might many each of the sages to one of 
his daughters. Now it fortuned that the Princesses were behind 
a curtain, looking on; and when they heard this, the youngest 
considered her husband to be and behold, he was an old man/ an 
hundred years of age, with hair frosted, forehead drooping, eye' 
brows mangy, ears slitten, beard and mustaebios stained and 
dyed; eyes red and goggle; cheeks bleached and hollow; flabby 
nose like a briniaJl, or egg-plant®; face like a cobbler's apron, tee^ 
overbpping and lips like camel's kidneys, loose and pendulous; in 
brief a terror, a horror, a monster, for he was of the folk of his time 
the unsighcliesc and of his age the frightfuUest; sundry of his 
grinders had been knocked out and his cye'cccth were like the 
tusks of the Jinni who frighcencth poultry in hen-houses. Now 
the girl was the fairest and most graceful of her time, more elegant 
than the gaseHc however tender, thrin the gentlest tephyr blander 
and brighter than the moon at her full: for amorous fray right 
suitable; confounding in graceful sway the waving bough and 
outdoing in swimming gait the pacing roe; in fine she was laircr 
and sweeter by far than all her sisters. So, when she saw her 
suitor, she went to her chamber and strewed dust on her head and 
tore her clothes and fell to buffeting her face and weeping and 
wailing. Now the Prince, her brother, Kamar al-Akmar, or the 
Moon of Moons hight, was then newly returned from a pumey 
and, hearing her weeping and crying came in to her (for he loved 
her with fond affection, more than other sisters) and asked her, 
“Wiiat aileth thee? What hath befallen thee? Tell me and 
ccncea] naught from me." So she smote her breast and answered, 
“O my brother and my dear one, [ have nothing to hide. If the 
palace be straitened upon thy father, I will go out; and if he be 
resolved upon a foul thing, 1 will separate my^f from him, thotigh 
he oorisent not to make provision for me; and my Lord 
provide." Quoth he, “Tell me what meane^ this talk and what 
hath straitened thy breast and troubled thy temper," "O my 

ftlil it wtirtitTi-wirh ttur .Ami) 

■ AfjJb- " Hadinjin ”: Hind. Bcinjaji i Pm. or BjtliSJjjAi the Main Intuii (Sef- 

sjuttm or S. of tte Rcmant, wei] fcnflwn in Sou rhem Europe, It is of 

two iht rod (wnl the hinfk Mihfiftnm}, The ^jr^nLinii 
kru>w it ‘'boTTiBEiit” Ubd when S^neba (Part ti. cEsqit. 11 tavf, ^Tljc \fofkrt ite 

fon-d of hr nrsunt xatrtt ihnn The T^gttiblcri held Ut he extxcdlnBif 

beofuig dii^^bT Jind nuadnesi^ henc% one to i man th^t ku 

»meihiP4fco«ntriCj*^ThDuhflfli been caupig 



Th£ Ebomy Horse. 


5 


brother and my dear one," answered the Princess, “Know that my 
father hath promised me in marriage to a wicked magiciaii who 
brought him, as a gift, a horse of black wood, and hath bewitched 
t^ffn with his craft and his egromancy: but, as for me, I will none 
of him, and would, because of hira. 1 had never come into this 
world!" Hex brother soothed her and solaced her, then fared to 
bis sire and said, "What be this wizard to whom thou hast given 
my youngest sister m mairiage, and what is this present whi^ he 
ba th brought thee, so that thou hast kiUed^ my sister with chagrin? 
It is not right that this should be." Now the Persian was standing 
by and, when he heard the Prince's words, he was mortified and 
h |lf>rt with fury and the King said, “O my son, an thou sawest 
rhi'.<; horse, thy wdt would be confounded and thou wouldst be 
with amazement.” Then he bade the slaves bring the 
horse before him and they did so; and, when the Prince saw it, it 
plased him. So (being an accomplished cavalier) he mounted it 
forthright and struck its sides with theshovehshaped stirmp-irax^; 
but it stirred not and the King said to the Sage,' Go show him its 
movement, that he also may help thee to win thy wish." Now 
the Persian bore the Prince a grudge because he willed not he 
sh ould have his sister; so he showed him the pin of ascent on 
the right side of the hoise and saying to hint, TriH this, left 
him. Thereupon the Prince trilled the pin and lol the horse 
forthwith soared with him high in ether, as it were a bird, and 
gave not overflying till it disappeared from men's espying, whereat 
the King was troubled and perplexed about his case and said w 
tbe Persian, ""O sage, look how thou mayst make him descend- 
But he replied, “O my brd. I can do nothing, and ^ou wilt 
never sec him a giu'n till Resurrection'dayi for he, of his ignorance 
and pride, asked me not of the pin of descent and I forgot 
to acquaint him thcrew-ith.” the King heard this, he was 

enraged with sore rage; and bade bastinado the sorcerer and dap 
him in jai whilst he himself cast the crown from his head and beat 
his face and smote his breast. Moreover, he shut the doors of 
his palaces and gave himself up to weeping and keening, he and 
his wife and daughters and all the folk of the city; and thus their 
joy was turned to annoy and their gladness changed into sore 
afBiction and sadness. TTius far concerning them; but as regards 
the Prince, the horse gave not over soaring with him till he drew 

to be tmiloTtwaii Hikrw€ 





6 


Alp Lavijui wa Lavlak. 


ny^r the stm, whereat he gave himself up fof lost and saw death 
m the skies, and was contounded at his case, repentmg him of 
having mounted the horee and saying to himself, ’ Verily^ ihis w*as 
a device of the Sage to destroy me on account of my youngest 
sister; but tbeie is no Majesty and there is no Might ave in 
Allah, the Glorious, the Great! I am lost without recourse; but I 
w'onder, did not he who made the asoent-pin make also a descent' 
pin?” Now he was a man of w’it and knowledge and intdUi' 
gence; so he fell to feeling all the parts of the horse, but saw 
nothing save a screw, like a cock's head, on its right shoulder and 
the like on the left, when quoth be to himself, "I see no sign save 
these things like buttons." Presently he turned the right'hand 
pin, whereupon the horse flew heavenwards with increased speed. 
So he left it and looking at the sinister shoulder and finding 
another pin, he wound it up and immediately the steed's upwards 
motion slowed and ceased and it began to descend, little by little, 
towards the face of the earth, while the rider became yet more 

cautious and careful of his life.^-^And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of (iiy and ceased to say her permitted say. 

SElIjrii it Itiaii t^e Clfrce ^utthre!) anh 

She said, ft hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Prince wmiund up the sinister screw, the steed's upward motion 
slowed and ceased, and it began to descend, little by little, 
towards the earth while the rider became yet more cautious and 
careful of his life. And when he saw this and knew' the uses of 
the horse, Ms heart was lUled wath joy and gladness and he thanked 
Almighty Allah for that He had dei^^ deliver him from dc' 
struct icn. Then he began to turn the horse's head whithersoever 
he wroold, making it rise and fall at pleasure, till he had gotten 
complete mastery over its every movement. He ceased not to 
descend the whole of that day, for that the steed's ascending flight 
had borne him afar from the earth; and, as he desccntfcd, he 
djv'crtcd himself wnth viewing the various dries and countries over 
which he passed and w'hich he knew not, never having seen them 
in his life. Amongst the rest, he descried a dty ordered after the 
fairest fa.shion in the midst of a verdant and rtanc land, rich in 
trees and streams, with gazelles pacing daintily over the plains; 
whereat he fell a^musing and said to himself, "Would I knew the 
name of yon town and in what land it ts!" And he took to 
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circling about it and observing it right and left. By this dine, the 
day began to declme and the sun drew near to its downing; and 
he said in his mind, “Verily 1 lind no goodUcc place to night m 
than this city; so I will lodge here and early on the morrow I will 
return to toy kith and kin and my kingdom; and tell my fatl^ 
and family what hath passed and aeouaint him with what mine 
eyes iiave seen." Then he addressed Wmself to seeking a place 
wherein he might safely bestow himself and his horse and w'herc 
none should descry him, and presently behold, he espied a^roiddle' 
meet of the city a palace rising liigh in upper air surrounded by a 
great wall with lofty crenelles and bartleinents, guarded by forty 
black sbves, clad in complete mail and armed w'ith spears and 
swords, bows and arrows. Quoth he, '“This is a goodly place, 
and turned the descent'pin, whereupon the horse sank down 
with him like a weary bird, and alighted gently on the terrace' 
roof of the palace. So the Prince dismounted and ejaculating 
“AlhamdolilJah**—praise be to Allah’—lie began to go round 
about the horse and examine it, saying, “By Allah, he who 
fashioned thee with these perfections was a cunning craftsman, 
and if the Almighty extend the term of my life and restore me 
to my country and kinsfolk in safety and reunite me vvith my 
father, 1 will assuredly bestow upon liim all manner bounties and 
benefit him with the utmost beneficence," By this time night had 
overtaken him and he sat on the roof till he was assured that all 
in the palace dept; and indeed hunger and thirst were sore upon 
for that he had not tasted f(»d nor drunk water since he 
parted fiom his sire. So he said within himself, "Surely the like of 
this palace will not lack of victual;" and, leaving the horse above, 
went down in search of somewhat to eat. Presently, he came to 
a staircase and descending it to the boctom, found himself in a 
court paved with white marble and alabaster, w-hich shone in the 
L'ght of the moon. He marvelled at the place and the goodlincss 
of its fashion, but sensed no sound of speaker and saw no living 
soul and stood in perplexed surprise, looking right and left and 
knowing not whither he should wend. Then said he to liimself, 
“E may^ot do better than return to where I left my horse and 
pass the night by it; and as soon as day shall dawn I wiU mount 

and ride away."-And Shiihrozad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


1 ij. far ftWLf- gl tht ml paJiCE mtidt liaply* himidf. 
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iSfien it twuf tftt tCfirff ^unbrrb anb jFiftp-rtintii i^ifltt. 

She said, It hath teached me, O auspicious King, that quo^ the 
king'^$ son to himself, "'I may not do better chan pass the night 
by my horse; and as soon as day shall dawn 1 will mount and 
ride away," However, as he tarried talking to himself, he espied 
a lighc within the palace, and making towards it, found th^ it 
<■ 3 ^^ from a candle that stood before a door of tim Harim, at the 
head of a sleeping eunuch, as he were one of the Ifrits of Solomon 
or a tribesman of the Jinn, longer than lumber and broader than 
a bench. He lay ^fore the door, with the pommel of his sword 
gleaming in the flame of the candle, and at his head was a bag 
of leather* * hanging from a column of granite. VvTien the Prince 
saw t h^ he was affrighted and said, "1 crave help from Allah, the 
Supreme! O mine Holy One, even as Thou hast already 
livened me from destruction, so vouchsafe me strength to quit 
myself of the ad\’enture of this palace!" So saying, he put out 
his hand to the budget and taking it, carried tt aside and opened 
it and found in it of the beat. He ate his fill and refreshed 
himself and drank water, after which he hung up the provision- 
bag in its place and drawing the eunuch’s sword from its sheath, 
tcx)k it, whilst the slave slept on, knowing not whence destiny 
should come to him. Then the Prince fared forwards into the 
palace and ceased not till he came to a second door, with a curtain 
drawn before it; so he raised the curtain ai^d behold, on entering 
he saw a couch of the whitest ivory, inlaid with pearls and jacinths 
and jewels, and four slave-girls sleeping about it. He went up to 
the couch, to see what was thereon, and found a young lady lying 
asleep, chemised with her hair^ as she were the full moon rising 
over the Eastern horison, with flower-white brow and shining hair" 
parting and cheeks like blood-red anemones and dainty moles 
thereon. He was amazed at her as she by in her beauty and 
loveliness, her symmetry and grace, and he recked no more 
of death. So he went up to her, trembling in every nerve and, 

* The befare crpkinoct ra utdlEff aoil iablc-4Jal:hx 

* ExiEtTJi woincn in hat wmrfier, lit Mfulcr h here refiT^nted hf the 

halt, T^f Gm^ iiul RnitiiWi* il» i^pt gnil in mcdbfriJ Hn^Und the mati 

modest women fctw nuching tnddimte in Hlrcptni^ fokM hy their hiiibsndt. The 

“rvight^calJ*' nnd the '’ itisht.prwn'" art rDtn|t3l4Er1^cly ITKHlenii 

^ Hindu fehU twin this lUtdie into belter poetiTf "She wax like i teccmil and a nwnc 
wandjooj moon mJhde by the CiXAtorr** 
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shuddering with pleasuret kissed her on the right cheek; where* * 
upon she awoke forthright and opened her eyes, and seeing the 
Prince standing at her head, said to him, “Who art thou and 
whence comest thou?” Quoth he, “I am thy slave and thy 
li^er,” Asked she, “And who brought thee hither?" and he 
answered, “My Lord and my fortune. Then said Shams 
al'Nahar* (for such waa her name), “Raply thou art he who 
demanded me yesterday oi my father in marriage and he reject^ 
thee, pretending that thou wast foul ot favour. By Allah, my sire 
lied in his throat when he spoke this thing, for thou art not other 
than bcautitul." Now the son of the K^g of Hind had sought 
her in marriage, but her father had rejected him, for that he was 
ugly and uncouth, and she tbou^t the Prince was he. So. when 
she saw his beauty and grace (for indeed he was like the radiant 
moon) the syntheism* of love gat hold of her heart as it were a 
flaming fire, and they fell to t^k and converse. Suddenly, her 
waiting'women avroke and, seeing the Prince with their mistress, 
said to her, “Oh my lady, who is this with thee?" Quoth she, 
“I know not; I found him sitting by me, when 1 woke up: haply 
'tis he who seeketh me in marriage of my sire." Quoth they, 
"O my lady, by Allah the AH-Father, this is not he who seeketh 
thee in marriage, for he is hideous and this man is handsome 
and of high degree. Indeed, the other is not fit to be his scivant."^ 
Then the handmaidens went out to the eunuch, and finding him 
slumbering awoke him, and he started up in alarm. Said they, 
“How happeth it that thou art on guard at the palace and yet men 
come in to us, whilst we -are asleep?" When the black heard ch^ 
he sprang in haste co his sword, but found it not; and fear took him 


^'SuR of tJic Day." » L [ ' 1 L 

* Arab. "Shirk**=irorthippiIlf more llun we God A U)ea!of]i:al teun here most ap- 

li p ilj l j HlfllJL 

*r\ic Bal EiEl u Uiuul (toI. i. 534 ). Tht Prince linJs oa iIm pjkct-roof 

whm ht Lcivc* Itis horse, iiwl pMHtng no one irt the Imilding bnet to ihr temm, 
Stsildcnlf bt Attt a Wutiful feriH ■ppmachin^ him with a jrafty tti her womm, iuggaring 
to him these coup^ett* 


*‘She mine wrthiiiJl in the hmir, ■ LSkeful! moon fehdnghoriHMij 

Slim-formsd, there 1> not m the world her like - Far pfoc of or fer (ifu of 
•|^5« him who made her fmm aeme/Mlmsv^ * 1 med, her be-mt^r fim itruck 

t guKd her from eyes, i«kin® refuge * The Lord of manVlM aod of moraing- 
Csht/' 


The two inijie acqu^intiuiM n-nd follows whir fioUowi- 
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zxisi trembling. Then he went in, confounded^ to his mistresa and 
seeing the Prince sitting at talk with her, said to him, “O my lord, 
art thou man or Jinni?" Replied the Prince, "Woe to thee, O 
imluckiest of slaves: how darest thou even the sons of the royal 
ChosTOEs* with one of the unbelieving Satans?" And he was as 
a raging lion. Then he took the sword in his hand and said to the 
slave, *T am the King's son-in-law, and he hath married me to his 
daughter and bidden me go in to her." And when the eunuch 
heard these words he replied, "O my lord, if thou be indeetl of kind 
a man as thou avouchest, she is fit for none but for thee, and thou 
art worthier of her than any other," Thereupon the eunuch ran 
to the King, shrieking loud and rending his raiment and heaving 
dust upon his head; and when the King heard his outcry, he said 
CO him, “VXTiat hath befallen thee?: speak quickly and be brief; 
for thou hast iutcered my heart." Answered eunuch, "O 
King, come to thy daughter's succour; for a devd of the Jinn, in 
the likeness of a King's son, hath got possession of her; so up and 
at him!" When the King heard this, he thought to kill him and 
said, "How earnest thou to be careless of my daughter and let this 
demon come at her?" Then he betook himsdf to the Princess's 
palace, where he found her slave-wo men standing to await him 
and asked them, “What is come to my daughter?" "O King," 
answered they, “slumber overcame us and, when we awoke, we 
found a young man sittitig upon her couch in talk vdth her, as he 
were the full moon: never saw we aught fairer of favour than he. 
So we questioned him cf his case and he declared that thou hadst 
given him thy daughter in marriage. More than this we know 
nnt, nor do we know if he be a man or a Jinni; but he is mexiest and 
well bred, and doth nothing unseemly or which leadeth to dis¬ 
grace." Now when the King heard these words, his wrath cooled 
and he raised the curtain b'tdc by little and looking in, saw sitting 
at talk with his daughter a Prince of the goodliest with a face tike 
the full moon for sheen. At this sight he could not contain him- 
self, of his jealousy for Kis daughter's honour; and, putting aside 
the curtain, rushed in upon them dmwn sword in hand like a 
furious Ghul. Now when the Prince saw him he asked the 

Princess, "Is this thy sire?"; and she answered, "Yes,"-And 

Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per- 
mitted say. 


* Anil. cxplujinf (inL j,^ 75) m the plur, of Kiir4. 
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Sllltn it \aas Cl)r££ ^unbceti anl3 &bctirt|] /iigbt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Prince saw the King rushing in upon them, drawn sword in hand, 
like a furious Ghm he asked the Princess, “Is this thy sire?"; 
and ^e answered, ’‘’Yes/' Whereupon he sprang to bis feet and, 
seizing his sword, cried out at the King w'Jth so terrible a cry tl^t 
he was confounded. Then the youth would have fallen on him 
with the sword: but the King seeing that the I^ince was doughtier 
than he, sheathed his scymitar and stood till the young man c^c 
up to him, w^hen he accoSed him courteously and said to Wm, “O 
youth, arc thou a man or a Jinni?" Quoth the Prince, “Did I not 
respect thy r4;ht as mine host and thy daughter's honour, I would 
spill thy blood! How darest thou fellow me with devils, me that 
am a Prince of the sons of the royal Chosrora who, had they 
wished to take thy kingdom, could shake thee like an earthquake 
from thy glory and thy dominions and spoil thee of all thy posses¬ 
sions?** Now when the King heard His wor^, he was confounded 
With awe and bodily fear of him and r^oined. If thou indeed he 
of the sons of the Kings, as thou pretendest, how cometh it that 
thou entertst my palace without my pemiission, and smircbest 
mine honour, making thy way to my daughter and feigning that 
thou art her husband and claiming that I have given her to thee 
to w'ife. I that have slain Kings and Kings’ sons, who sought Iw 
of me in marriage? And now who shall save thee from ray might 
and majesty when, if I cried out to my slaves and servants and 
bade them put thee to the vilest of deaths they would slay thee 
forthright? Who shall deliver thee out of my hand?” When 
the Prince heard this speech of the King he answered, “Verily, I 
wonder at thee and at the shortness and densen^ of thy wit! 
Say me, canst covet for thy daughter a mate comelier than m^'self, 
and hast ev-er seen a stouter hearted man or one better fitted for 
a Sultan or a more glorious in rank and dominion than I?' 
Rejoined the King, “Nay, by Allah! but 1 would have had thee, 
O youth* Hct sftET the custom of Kings ^nd demand her from me 
to wife before witnesses, that I might have married her to the& 
publicly: and now, even w'erc I to marry her to thee privily, yet 
hast thou dishonoured me in her person “ Repmed the Pnnee, 
“Thou sayest sooth, O King, but if thou summon thy slaves and 
Ay soldiers and they fall upon mt and slay tufii ss thou prct^odcstp 
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thou wouldst but publish thine own disgrace, and the folk would 
be divided between belief in thee and disbelief in tbee Wherefote, 
O King, thou wilt do weU, mescsxacth, to turn from this thought 
to that which I shall counsel thee/’ Quoth the King, “Let me 
hear what thou hast to advise;" and quoth the Prince, “What I 
l^ve to propose to thee is this: either do thou meet me in combat 
singular, I and choui and he who alaycth his adversary s h all be 
held the worthier and having a better tide to the kingdani; or 
else, let me be this night and, whenas dawns the mom, draw out 
against me thy horsemen and footmen and servants; but hm tell 
me their number." Said the King, "They are forty thousand 
horse, besides my own slaves and their followers,‘ who arc the like 
of them in number." Thereupon said the Prince, “When the day 

shall break, do thou array them against me and say to them"- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


Hlhctt it teas the tCtcee ©unbreb ant ^&ixtp-first J^tahh 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth 
the Prince, "When day shall break, do thou array them against me 
and say to them: This man is a suitor to me for ray daughter's 
band, on condition that he shah do battle single-handed against 
you all; for he pretendeth that he will overcome you and put you 
to the rout, ana indeed that ye cannot prevail against liim,’ After 
which, leave me to do battle with them: if they slay me, then is thy 
saret surer guarded and tliine honour the better warded; and 
if 1 overcome them and see their backs, then is it the like of me a 
King should covet to his sori'in-law." So the King approved of 
his opinion and accepted his propoaiticiD, despite his awe at the 
boldness of his speech and am ate at the pretensions of the Prince 
to meet in fight his whole host, such as he had described it to 1^, 
being at heart assured that he would perish in the fray and so he 
should be quit of him and freed from the fear of dishonour. There' 
upon he called the eunuch and bade hiro go to his Waair without 
stay and delay and command him to assemble the whole of the 


* Tire dnmr AmMcioA of * a^nre tiqt liWiy btit lo 1 mtc v hit own. ThU was 

■ysinnatisod by the Kiwile ruten kmiwn in uq the Mnmcbilic Beys ta the 

Egypbiuwas the GhuK liuh hbd hit hdvuhokE of io^ilc pajfcstiiLl ■quEret^ wrkfi. Leaked 
^a^i4Id nMing the truttcr's place at kirughc or . 
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army and cause them don thdr arms and armour and mount thdr 
stec^ So the eunuch carried the King'^s order to die Minister, 
who straightway summoned the Captains of the host and the 
Lords of the realm and bade them don their harness of derrme'do 
and mount horse and sally forth in battle array. Such was their 
case; but as regards the King, he sat a long whde conversing with 
the young Prince, being pleased with his wise speech and good 
sense and fine breeding. And w'hcn it was day-break he returned 
to bis palace and, seating himsdf on his throne, commanded his 
merry men to mount and bade them saddle one of the best of the 
royal steeds with handsome selle and housings and trappings and 
bring it CO the Prince, But the youth said, ‘’O King, I will not 
mount horse, till 1 come in view of the troops and review them." 
“Be it as thou wilt," replied the King. Then the two repaired to 
the parade-ground, where the troops were drawm up, and the 
young Prince looked upon them and noted their great number; 
after which the King cried out to them, saying, “Ho, all ye men, 
there is come to me a youth who seeketh my daughter In marriage; 
and in very sooth ne^'cr hax*e I seen a goodlier dian he; no, nor a 
stouter of heart nor a doughtier of arm, for he pretendetb that be 
can ox^crcome you, single-handed, and force you to flight and that, 
were ye an hundn^ thousand in number, yet for him would ye he 
but few. Now w'hcn he cliatgeth down on you, do ye receive hitn 
upon point of pike and sharp of sabre; for, indeed, he hath tmder- 
taken a mighty matter." Then quoth the King to the Prince; 
"Up, O my son, and do thy devoir on them." Answered he, “O 
King, thou dealest not justly and fairly by me: bow shall 1 go 
forth against them, seeing that 1 am afoot and the men he 
mounted?” The King retorted, “I bade thee mount, wd thou 
refusedst; but choose thou which of my horses thou wilt.” Then 
he said, "Not one of thy horses pleaseth me, and 1 will tide none 
but that on which 1 came.” AsKod the King, And where is thy 
horse?” "Atop of thy palace.” “In what part of my oalace?” 
"On the roof." Now when the King heard these worc^ he cried, 
"Out on thee! this is the first sign thou hast eiven of madnes^ 
How can the horse be on the roof? But we ^all at once see if 
thou spe^ the truth or lies.” Then he turned to one of his chief 
officers and said to him, *'^Go to my palace and bring me what 
thou findest on the loof.” So all the people marvdkd at the 
young Prince’s words, saying one to odrer, ® twrse 

^me down the steps from the roof? Verily this ^ a thing whose 
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like hc^d. the the King's messenger 

repaired to the palace and mountirtg ur die rtiof, found the horae 
striding there and ne^'er itad he Tooked od a handsomer; but 
when be drew near and e^samined it, he saw that it was made of 
eb^y and ivory. New the officer was accompanied by other high 
officers, who also looked on and tncj' laughed to otic anothcTp 
^yingp “Was it of the like of this horse that the youth spake? 
\V e cannot deem him odier dian mad; however, we sliall 50Qn see 
ne of lus ca se, And Sbahrassd perceived the diiwn of 
day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


IBftcn It tua^ the Sjunhreb attb ^wlp-sfeeatili J^iglit, 

She said. It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
lu^ omci^ ^looEced upon die liorse, they latigh^^ one to other 
and said, ^'as it of the like of this horse that the youth spake? 
We cannot deem him other chan mad: however, we ^ Ti^dl soon see 
case. Perath-enture herein is some mighiy matter, 
and he is a man of high degree/* Then they lifted up the horse 
boddy ^d, carry-ing it to the King, set it down before him, and 
aU the lieges Jlockctf round to look at it, man:dlrng at the beauty 
of its proportions and the richness of its saddle and bridle. The 
King alfo admired it and wondered at it with, extreme wonder; 
and he ^cd the Pnnee, "O youth, is tliis thy horse?” He 
answered, “Yes, O King, this is my horse, and tliou shalt soon see 
the mand it showeth/’ Rejoined the King, ’‘Then take and 
mount it,” and the Prince retorted, ”1 will not mount till the 
troops withdraw afar horn it.” So the King hade them retire a 
bowshot from the horse; w'hcreuijon quoth its owner, ”0 King, 
see thou; I am about to mount tny horse and charge upon day 
ho^ and scatter them right and left and split their hearts asunder/' 
Said the King, ”Do as diou wile; and spare not their h'ves, for 
they will not spare thine." Then the IVince mounted, whilst the 
troops ranged themsdves in ranks before him, and one said to 
pother. When the youth cometh bctwetai the ranks, W'e will take 
mm on the points of our piltes .md the sharps of our sabres.** 
Quo^ another. By Allah, this a mere misiortune: bow shall 
we day a youth so comely of face and shapely of form?** And a 
third continued, **Ye will have hard work to get the better of him; 
for the youth had not done this, but for what he knew of his own 
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prowess and preeminence of ^■alou^.’* Meanwhile, having settled 
himself in liLs saddle, the Prina turned the pin of ascent; whilst 
all eyes were strained to see what he woulo do, whereupon the 
horse began to heave and rtxdt and sway to and and make the 
strangest of movements steed e^'e^ made, till its belly was filled 
with air and it took flight with its rider and soared high into the 
sky. When the King saw this, he cried out to hiS saying, 
“Wcw to you! catch him, catch him, ere he 'scape you!’* But hfe 
Warirs and Viccroj.'s said to him, “O King, can a man overt^e 
the tlyms bird? This is surely none but some mighty magician 
or M^id of the Jinn or devil, and Allah save thee from him. 5o 
praise thou the Almighty for deliverance of thee and of all thy 
host from his hand/’^ Then the King returned to his palace 
after seeing the feat of the Ptince and, ^ing in to bis daughter, 
acquainted her vvith ■what had befallen mcm both on the parade' 
ground. He found her grievously afflicted for the Prince and 
beveling her separetion from him * w'herefore she fell sick with 
violent sickness and took to her pillow. Now when her father 
saw her on this wise, he pressed her to his breast and kissing her 
betw'cen the eyes, said to her, “O my daughter, praise Allah Al¬ 
mighty and thank Him for that He hath deliv’etcd us from this 
crafty' enchanter, this villain, this low fellow* this thief who 
thought only of seducing thee!" And be repeated to her the story 
of the Prince and how he had disappeared in the firroam^t; and he 
abused him and cursed him kncfwing not how dearly his daughter 
loved him. But she paid nO heed to his words and dkl but re* 
double in her tears and w'ails, saying to herself, “By All^, I wdj 
neither cat meat nor drain dnnk* till Allah reunite me with him! 
Her father was greatly concerned for her case and mourned much 
over her plight; but, for all he could do W soothe her, love-longing 

only increased on her.-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


SUhett it teas tee Cljcte J^nnbreb anb £)ixtp-teitb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the King 
mourned much over his daughter's plight but, for all he could do 
to soothe her, love-longing only increased on her. Thus far con¬ 
cerning the Kii^ and Princess Shams al-Nahar; hut as regards 
Prince Kamar al-Akmar, when he had risen high in air, he turned 
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his horse's heaii to'a’ards his native landj stnd being alone tnused 
upon the beauty of the Princess and her lox'elincss. Now he had 
enquired of the King's people the name of the dty and of its King 
and ^ daughter; and men had told him that it was the dty of 
Sana'a.^ So he journeyed with all speed, till he drew near bis 
father’s capital and, making an airy circuit about die city, aL'ghtcd 
on the roof of the King's palace, where he left his horse, whiht he 
descended into the palace and seeing its threshold strewn with 
ashes, thought that one of his iamUy was dead. Then he entered, 
as of wont, and foimd his father and mother and sisters dad in 
mourning raiment of hbek, all pale of faces and lean of frames. 
When hi sire descried him and was assured that it was indeed his 
son, he cried out wnth a peat cry and fell down in a £t, but after 
a time coming to himself, threw himself upon him and embraced 
him, clipping him to his b^m and rejoicing in him with exceeding 
joy and extreme gladness. His mother and sisters heard this; so 
they came in and seeing the Prince, fell upon him, kissing him and 
weeping, and joying with exceeding joyance. Then diey ques^ 
tioned him of his case; so he told them all that had passed from lirst 
to last, and his father said to him, "Praised be Allah for thy safety, 
O ooolth of my eyes and core of my heart!" Then the King bade 
hold ht^ festival, and the glad tidings flew dirough the dty. So 


*^The Hpiwl <tf Al-rjjnjiii, K true AKhi« Feliit, a pArndiR inhAbiset} bj- 

demon* in the iKipc Turktih edJiciy ^rid Arali CMfEtanj, to wnrirt 

wm fcHamlcd hy Stem *on of N*jh who^ wandering soutliward with M* po&tatty 
after lu* deftth, tid iusEjiliiE *]ie lile ilEUyhifkil^ dug a imd fomidcd the 

Ghamdin^ whidi sfierwirde ccmtiiincii * CarrSf H vailing tor ntfcsnptkip to 

the K^^ebAh- Tbs boLLLrr wms SonJitiil who» wys M. C. dr I^crccraJ toEoured In 

four facM red, white, Kolden aiul gitsa-^ the centrd quadranidE had teven «tonai (she 
pluutj) each fort y tuhits high, *rtd thrtcwHt vs* a marble bull eeiriiig'd with * 

At tlte lour oernETi s-tsKiei Mow hont fhfmcgh wlwyje mouthj thr wiftd* morrd. This 
psistiiil citndchltTTirvIe wa* drstfoyed by orcTef of Cdlpli Otniir. Thn cityV jmeicat n^rriE 
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they beat drums and cymbals and, doffing the weed of mouminj^ 
they donned the gay garb of gladn^ and decorated the streets 
and markets; wbilsr the folk vi^ with one another who should be 
the hrst co give the K.ing joy, and the Kin? proclaim!^ a general 
pardon and opening the prisons, released those who were therein 
prisoned. Moreover, he made banquets for die people, with great 
abundance of eating and drinking, for seven days and nights and 
all creatures were gladsomest; and he took horse with his son 
and rode out with him. that the folk might see him and rejoice. 
After awhile the Prince a^ted about the maker of the horse, 
saying. *"0 my father, what hath fortune done with him?”; and 
the iSog answered, ‘*A1M\ never bless him nor the hour wherein 
[ set eyes on him! For he was the cause of thy separation from 
us, O my son, and he hath lain in gaol since the day of thy diy 
appearance.” Then the King bade release him from prison and, 
sending for him, invested him in a dr^s of sat^taction and cth 
treated him with the utmost favour and munihcencc, save that he 
wovdd not give him his daughter to wife; w'hereat the Sage laged 
with sore tage and repented of that which he had done, knowing 
tliat the Prince had secured the secret of the steed and the manner 
of its motion. Moreover, the King said to his son, *’I reck thou 
wilt do well not to go near the horse henceforth and more espe¬ 
cially not CO raoiint it after this day; for ibou know-est not it$ prop- 
erries, and belilce thou art in error about it. Now the Prince had 
told his father of his adventure with die King of Sana a and his 
dau^ter and he said, *’Had the King intended to kill thee, he had 
done so; but thine hour was noc yet come.” When the rejoidi^ 
were at an end, the people returned to their places and the King 
and liis son to die palace, vt'hcce they sat down and fell to eating 
and drinking and m?<king merry. Now the King had a handsome 
handmaiden who was skilled in playing die lute; so she toc4c it 
and began to sweep the strings and sing diercto before the King 
and his son of separation of lovers, and die chanted die following 
verses;— 


“Deem not that ah«nce breeds in me au^t of foisetfubess; * What should 
remen iher I did you my iwnerobraiice wane? * . , . 

Time dies hut never dies the faodi^ love for you ws bcarj And m your 
love 1*11 die and in your love 1U arise again. 


‘ The BiwL E4iit. Gii- 3*7} print* diw* vile **«*■ 


VOl. V. 











Alf Laylah wa Lavlafi. 


tS 

When the Prince heard these verses, the fires of longing flamed 
up in his heart and pine and passion redoubled upon him. Grief 
and r^ret wre upon him and fais bowds yearned in him for 
Icwi’e of the King's daughter of Sana'a; so he rose forthright and» 
escaping his father's notice, went forth the palace to the horse 
and motinting it, turned the pin of ascent, whereupon bird'Iikc 
it flew with him liigh in au" and soared towards the upper regions 
of the sky. In early mominc his father missed him and. going 
up to Ae pinnacle of the palace, in great concern, saw his son 
rising into the firtoament; whereat he was sore afilictcd and re* * 
pmted m all penitence that he had not taken the ht 7 rse and 
hidden it: and he said to himself, "By Allah, if but niy ^ 
return to me, 1 will destroy the horse, that tny heart may be at 
rest concerning my son," And he fell again to w'eeping and hC' 

wailing himself,-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her pemucted say. 


Qthrn it Inafi lf)t tEljttc ©unbreS anU ^ixip-fcurtti J^igtit, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the King 
again fell to weeping and bewailing himself for his son. Such was 
his c^; but as regards the Prince, he cea.«d not Hying on through 
air till he came to the city of Sana'a and alighted cm the roof as 
before. Then he crept down stealthily and, finding the eunuch 
asleep, as of wont, raised the curtain and went on Ijtdc by little, till 
he came to the door of the Princess's alcove‘'chambcr and stopped 
to listen; when lof he heard her shedding plenteous tears and 
reciting verses, wMst her women slept round her. Presently, over' 
hearing her weeping and wailing quoth they, *'0 our mistress, why 
wilt thou mourn for one who moumeth not for thee?" Quoth she, 
*'0 ye little of wit, is he for whom I mourn of those who forget or 
w'ho are forgotten?” And she fell a^n to wailing and weeping, 
till sle^ overcame her. Hereat the rrincc's heart melted for her 
and his gall bladder was like to burst, so he entered and, seeing 
her lying asleep without covering,* touched her with liis hand; 


^ Ii M £^H-n.ipiio£i ilf tlie AroJi. ALKiibboh ibroti^li Span, imJ Port. 
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whereupon she opened her eyes and ^pi'ed Eiini standmg by her. 
Said he. “Why all this cry^ and mourning?’* And when she 
knew him, she threw bersdt upon him, and took him around the 
n€xk and kissed him and answered, * For thy sake and because of 
my scfxiraaon from thee,” Said he, *'0 my lady, I Imve been 
made desolate by thee all this long time!” But she replied. *’ Tis 
thou who hast desolated me; and badst thou tarried longer, I had 
surely died!” Rejoined he, *'0 my bd>', what thinkest thou of 
my case with thy rather and how he dealt with me? Were it not 
for ray love of thee, O temptation and seduction of the Three 
Worlds, I had certainly dain him and made him a w'lming all 
bdioldcrs; but, (n-cn as I love thee, so 1 love him for thy sake.*' 
Qutith she, “How couklst thou leave mcr can my life be sweet to 
me after thee?” Quoth he, “Let what hath happened suffice: 
I am now hungry, and thirsty.” So she bade her maidens make 
ready meat and drink, and tl^ sat eating and drinking and con¬ 
versing till night was well nigh ended; and when day broke he 
rose to ralfp leave of her and depart, ere the eunudi ^culd 
awake. Shams al-Nahar asked him, “'^Tiither guest thou? ; and 
he answered, “To my father's house, and I plight thee my trtsth 
that 1 w*ill come to thee once in every' week ” But she wept and 
said, “I conjure thee, by ABali the Almighty, take me with thee 
whereso thou wendest and make me not taste anew the bitter- 
gourd* of separation from thee.” Quoth he. Wilt thou indeed go 
with me?” and quoth she, ’’Yes.” “Then," said he, “arise dm 
iwe depart.*’ So she rose forthri^t and going to a ch^t, arrayed 
herself in what was richest and dearest to her of her trinkets of 
gold and jewels of price, anti she fared forth, her^ handmaids 
recking naught. So he carried her up to the roof of the palace 
and, mounting the ebony horse, tixak her up behind him and maxle 
Iier fast to himself, binding her with strong bonds; after which he 


rKifi:i atv open; bwt Etiiopeitt* fitvd « lunl to wlflUi: n 5e*in» » *rop their tircething- 
Anolher (atctltnr prwrqrc eh the Ejst amoitfiat hirhuiimf ojid 

H tiainirtg chtLlMi lo itccp with month.^ ihui : ifi flftcr lift they never jnore Ana in 
nialBiiotifl kndA ttic5' do not rislurm Oun-Am'* of tht 
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mm^ the ^oulder^pm of ascent, and the horse rose with him 
high m air. When her slave-women saw this, they shrieked aloud 
and told her father and mother, who in hot haste ran to the palace' 
roof and looking up, saw the magical horse ilying away with the 
Prince and Princess, At this the King was troubled with ever' 
inaeasing trouble and cried out, saying, "O King's son, I conjure 
thee, by Allah, ha\e ruth on me and my wife and bereave lis not 
of our daughter!" The Prince made him no reply; but, thinking 
in himself the maiden repented of leaving father and mother, 
asked her, ‘*0 ravishment of the age, say me, will thou that 1 
restore thee to thy mother and father?": whereupon she answered, 
"By Allah, O my lord, that is not my desire; my only w'ish is to 
be with thee, wherever diou art; for 1 am distracied by the love 
of dice from all els^ e%'cn from my father and mother," Hearing 
th^ words the Prince joyed with great joy, and made the horse 
fly and fare softly with them, so as not to disquiet her; nor did 
they stay their flight tiU they came in sight of a green meadow, 
wherein was a spring of running water. Here they alighted and 
ate and drank; after which the Prince took horse again and set her 
behind him, binding her in his fear for her safety; after which they 
fared on till they came in sight of his father's capital. At this, 
the Prince was filled with Joy and bethou^t himself to show his 
beloved the seat of his dominion and his famer's power and dignity 
and give her to know that it was greater than that of her sire. 
So he set her down in one of his father's gardens without the city 
where his paienc was wont to take his pli^ure; and, carr>'ing her 
into a domed summer'house prepared there for the King, left the 
e^ny horse at the door and charged the damsel keep watch over 
it, saying, "Sit here, till my messenger come to thee; for I go 
now to my father, to make ready a p^ce for thee and show thee 
my ro]^ estate.” She was dehghted when she heard these words 

and said to him, ‘^'Do as thou wiltj"-And Sbahragad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


SDjtn il tti 23 the igrtinhtti) anh iHgllt, 

She said. It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, that the maiden 
was delighted when she heard these words and said to him, "Do as 
thou wilt;” for she thereby understood that she should not enter 
the city but with due honour and worship, as became her rank. 
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Then the Prince left her and betook himself tn the palace of the 
King his father, who rejoiced in his retum and met him and 
welcomed him; and the Prince said to him, “Know that 1 have 
brou^t with me the ICiDg*s daughter of whom 1 told thee; and 
have left her without the city in such a garden and come to tel! 
thee, that thou mayst make ready the procession of estate and go 
forth to meet her and show her diy royal dignity and troeps and 
guards." Answered the King, "With joy and gladness"; and 
straightway bade decorate the town with the goodliest adornment. 
Then he took horse and rode out in all magniJicence and majesty, 
he and 1^ host, high officers and household, with drums and 
kettle-drums, fifes and clarions and all manner instruments; wtulsc 
the Prince drew forth of his treasurira jewellery and apparel and 
what of the things which Kings hoard and made a rare 
play of wealth and splendour: moreover he got ready for the Prin¬ 
cess a canopied litter of brocades, green, red and yellow, wherein 
he set Indian and Greek and Abyssinian slave-girls. Then he left 
the Utter and those who were therein and preceded them to the oa- 
vilion where he had sec her down; and searched but found nau^t, 
neitber Princess nor horse. When he saw this, lie beat Jus face 
and rent raiment and b^an to wander round ^ut the garden, 
as he had lost his wits; after which he came to his senses and said 
CO hiiBsdf, "How could she ha\'e come at the secret of this horse, 
seeing I told her nothing of it? Maybe the Persian sage who 
made the horse hath chanced upon her and stolen her away, m 
revenge for my father's treatment of him. Then he sought the 
guardians of the garden and asked them if they had seen any pass 
the precincts; and said, “Hath any one come in here? Tell me 
the truth and the whole truth or I at once strike off your 
heads." They were terrified by his threats; but they answered 
with one voice, e liavc seen no imm enter save the Persian 

who came to gather healing herbs." So the Prince was certified 
that it was indeed he that ^d taken away the maiden,— 'And 
Shahia^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per' 
mitted say. 


raijrn ft toiii ^Kbree ^mtbrrti atlti feixtp-fihttb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, ^ac when the 
Prince heard their answer, he was certified tl^t the Sage bad taken 
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away the maiden and abode confounded and perplexed concerning 
his case. And he was abashed before the folk and, turning to his 
aire, cold him what had happened and said to him , ’'‘Take the 
troops and march them hict to the dty. As for me, I will never 
return till I liave cleared up this affair," When the King heard 
this, he wept and bear his breast and said to him, “O my son, calm 
thy choler and master thy chagrin and come home with us and 
Icxik what King's daughter thou woultlsc fain have, that I may 
marry thee to her.'* But the Prince paid no heed to liis words and 
fareweliing him departed, whilst the King returned to the city and 
their joy was changed into sore annoy. Now, as Destiny issued her 
decree, when the ^noc kit the Princess in the garden-house and 
betook himself to his fadier’s palace, for the ordering of his affair, 
Persian entered the garden to pluck certain simples and, scent¬ 
ing the sweet savour of musk and perfumes that exhaled from t^ 
Princess and impregnated the whole place, followed it till he cune 
to the pavilion and saw standing at the door (he horse which he had 
made with his own hands. His heart was filled with ioy and glad¬ 
ness, for he had bemoumed its loss much since it had gone out of 
his hand; so he went up to it and, examining its every part, found it 
whole and sound; whereupon he was about to mount and ride 
away, when be bethought liimself and said, “Needs must f first 
look what the Prince hath brought and left here with the horse/' 
So he entered the pavilion and, seeing the Princess sitting there, as 
she were the sun lining sheen in the sky serene, knew her at the 
first glance to be some high-bom lady and doubted not but the 
Prince had brought her tmither on the horse and left her in the 
pavilion, w-hilsr he wmt to the city, to mate ready for her entry 
in state procession with all splendour. Then he went up to ha* 
and kissed the earth between her hands, whereupon she rais^ her 
eyes to him and, finding him exceedingly foul of face and favour, 
asked, “Who art thou?"t and he answered, “O my lady. 1 am a 
messenger sent by the Prince who hath bidden me bring thee to 
another plcasanoe nearer the dty; for that my lady the Queen 
cannot walk so far and is unw'illing, of her joy in thee, that 
another shodd forestall her w-itb thee." Quoth she, '*^^ere is 
the Prince?"; and quoth the Persian, “He is in die dty, with his 
dre and forthwith he shall come for thee in great state," Said siie, 
“O thou! say me, could he find none hand^mer to send to me?"; 
whereat bud laughed the Sage and said, "Yea verily, he hath not 
a Mameluke as ugly as I am; but, O my lady, let not the ill' 


Th£ Ebony Hokbe. 


as 

favour of my face and the foulness of my form deceive thee. 
Hadst them profited of me a$ hath the Prince, verily thou wouldst 
praise my affair. Indeed, he chose me as his messenger to thee, 
because of my uncomelincss and loathsomeness in his jealous 
love of thee: else hath he Mamelukes and negro slaves, pages, 
eunuchs and attendants out of number, ea^ goodlier than 
other ” Whenas she heard this, it commended itself to her 

reason and she believed him; so she rose forthright;^-And 

Shahtazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


&U]cn it toas ffie Shtnhtth anh ^ixt;»“5eb£ntti 

She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when the 
Persian sage acquainted the Princess with the case of the King's 
son, believed him; so she rose forthright; and, putting her 
hand in his, said, ”0 my father* what hast thou brought me to 
ride?" He replied, “O my lady, thou shalt ride the horse thou 
earnest on;" and she, “I cannot ride it by myself." Whereupon 
he smiled and knew that be was her master and said, "I will ride 
with thee ^ he mounted and, taking her up behind him 

bound her to himself with firm bonds, while she kne^' not what he 
would with her, Tlien he turned the ascent'pin, whereupon the 
bdly of the horse became full of wind and it swayed to and fro like 
a wave of the sea, and rose with them high in air nor slackened 
in its flight, till it was cut of sight of the city. Now when Shams 
al'Nahar saw this, she asked him, '‘Ho thoul what is licoome of 
that thou toldcst me of my Prince, making me believe that he 
sent thee to me?" Answered the Persian, "Allah damn the Prince! 
he is a mean and skindlinc knave." She cried, "Woe to thee! 
How darest thou disobey thy lord's commandment?" Whereto the 
Persian replied, "He is no lord of mine; knowest thou who I 
amr’ Rejoined the Princess. "I know nothing of thee save what 
thou coldest me;" and retorted “What I told thee was a crick 
of mine against thee and the King's son: I have long lamented 
the loss of this horse which is under us; for I constructed it and 
made myself master of it. But now I have gotten firm hold of it and 
of thee too, and I wiD bum his heart mien as he bath burnt mine; 
nor shall he ever have the horse again; no, never! So be of good 
cheer and keep thine eyes cool and clear; for £ can be of more 
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use to thee chan be; and I am generous as t am wealthy; my 
servants and slaves shall obey thee as thdr mistress; 1 will roM 
thee in finest raiment and thine every wish shall be at thy wilt." 
When she heard this, she buffeted her face and cried out, sayirrg, 
“Ah, well-away! I have not won my bdoved and I have lost 
my father and mother!” And she wept hitter tears over what 
had befallen her, whilst the Sage far^ on with her, without 
ceasine, till he came to the land of the Greeks* and alighted in 
a ver^t mead, abounding in streams and trees. Now this 
meadow lay near a city wherein was a King of high puissance, 
and it chanced that he went forth that day to hunt and divert 
himself. As he passed by the meadow, he saw the Persian 
standing there, w’ith the damsel and the horse by his side; and, 
before the Sage was ware, the King's slaves fell upon, him and 
carried him and the lady and the horse to their master who, 
noting the foulness of the man’s favour and his loathsomeness 
and the beauty of the girl and her lovdincss, said, ”0 my lady, 
what kin is this oldster to thee?” The Persian made haste to 
reply, saying, “She is my wife and the daughter of my father's 
brodier." But the lady at once gave him die lie and said, “O 
King, by Allah, I know him not, nor is he my husband; nay, he 
is a wicked magician who hath stolen me away by force and 
fraud.” ThcreuMn the King bade bastinado ^e Persian and 
they beat him till he was wdl-iugh dead; after which the King 
commanded bo carry bim to the city and cast him into [ail; ant^ 
caking from him the damsel and the ebony horse (thou^ he 
knew not its properties nor the secret of its motion) , set the girl 
in his sertagUo and the horse amongst his hoards. Such was the 
case with the Sage and the lady; but as regards Prince Kamar 
al'Akmar, he garbed himself in travelling gear and taking what 
he needed of money, set out tracking ihcir trail in very so^ 
plight; and joumeykl from country to country and city to city 
seeking die Princess and enquiring after the ebony home, whilst all 
who heard him marvelled at him and deemed hts calk extravagant. 
Thus he continued doing a long while; but, for all his enquiry and 
quest, he could hit on no news of her. At last he came to her 
father's city of Sana'a and there a^^d for her, but could get no 
tidings of her and found her father mourning her loss. So he 
turned back and made for the land of the Gredcs, continutng to 


^ TlfC BmL fkiiT- uj. 354 imrii him to the of SEq''* (QiiiuO» 
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mquire conccnung the twain as he went,-=And Shahrazad per- 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her pennitted say* 

it toad t^ie tE^jrte ^unbrch aiib ^uctp-eishth 

She said, It KatK reached me, O auspicious King, that the King's 
son made for the land of the Greeks, continuing to enquire con' 
ceming the two as he went along, till, as chance wrould have it, he 
alighted at a certain Khan and saw a company of merchants 
sitting at talk. So he sat down near them and heard one say, “O 
my friends, I lately witnessed a wonder of wonders." They asked, 
“What was that?" and he answered, “1 was visiting such a dis^ 
trict in such a dty {naming the dw wherein was the Princess), 
and I heard its people chatting of a strange thing which had 
lately befallen. It was that their King went out one day hunting 
and coursing with a company of his courtiers and the lords of his 
realm; and, issuing from die dty, they came to a green meadow 
where they espied an old man standing, with a woman sitting hard 
by a horse of ebony. The man w-as foulest'foul of face and loathly 
of form, but the woman was a marvd of beauty and loveliness and 
elegance and perfect grace; and as for the wooden horse, it w^ a 
miracle, never saw eyes aught goodlier than it nor more gradous 
than its make." Asked the others, "And what did the King 
with them?"; and the merchant answered, As for the man the 
King seized him and questioned him of the damsel and he prc' 
tended that she was liis wife and the daughter of his paternal 
uncle; but she gave him the lie forthright and declared that he 
was a sorcerer and a villain. So the Kit^ took her from the old 
man and bade beat him and cast him into the trur^'house. As 
for >‘hp' ebony horse, i know not wliat became of it. When the 
Prince heard these words, he drew near to the merchant and began 
questioning him discreetly and courteously couching the name of 
the dty and of its King; which when lie knew, he passed the 
night full of Joy. And as soon as dawned the day he set out and 
travelled sans surcease till he reached that dty: but, when he 
would have entered, the pte-kcepera laid hands on him, that ^ey 
might bring him before King to question him of his condition 
and the craft in w^hich he was skiDed and the cause of his coming 
thither—such being the usage and custom of their ruler. Now 
it was supper'time when he entered the dty, and it was then 
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impossible to go in to the ^ing or take counsel \dth him respect'' 
tng the stranger. So the guar^ carried him to the jait, chinking 
to lay him by the heels there for the night; but, when the warders 
saw his beauty and loveliness, they could not find it in their hearts 
to imprison him; they made him sit 'uith them without the walb; 
and, when food came to them, he ate with them wliat suSiced him. 
As soon as they had made an end of eating, they turned to the 
Prince and said, “What countryman art thou?" “I come from 
Fars,” answered he, “the land of the Chosroes.” When they 
heard this they laughed and one of them said, “O Chosroan,^ I 
have heard the talk of men and their histones and 1 have looked 
into thdr conditions; but never saw I or beard f a bigger liar 
than the Chosroan which is with us in the jail.” Quoth another, 
"And never did I see aught fouler t han his favour or more hideous 
than his visnomy.” Asked the Prince, “WTiat have ye seen of his 
lying?”; and they answered, “He pretendeth that he is one of the 
wise! Now the King came upon him, as he went ahuncing, and 
found w'ith him a most beautiful woman and a horse of rbi* 
blackest ebony, never saw I a handsomer. As for the damsd, she 
is with the King, who is enamoured of her and would fain marry 
her; but she is mad, and were this man a leach as he claimcth to 
be, he w’Ould have healed her, for the King doth his utmost to 
discover a cure for her case and a remedy for her and this 

whole year past hath he spent treasures upon physicians and 
astrolt^crs, on her account; but none can av^ to cure her. As 
for the horse, it is in the royal hoard'bcuse, and the ugly man 
Is here with us in prison; and as soon as night falleth, he wcepeth 

and bemoancth himself and will not let us skep,*'-^And 

S h a hrai ad perceived the dawn of day and ceaseo to say her 
permitted say. 


laijen it mas the Cfjtcc Sjunbreh anb i^oclp-ninffi 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspiciotis King, that when tb*- 
warders had recounted the case of the Persian egromancer they 


! 33 wbjeci <if Kinj nr Cbn«i«£; the Intc^ c^i>lfl3ned is 
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hdd in prison and his wEcping and u’ailing, the Prmcc at once 
devised a device whereby he ro^ht oompaES hia desire; pne- 
flcntly the guards of the gate, being minded to sleep, led him into 
the jail and locked the door. So he ov>crheard the Persian 
and bemoaning himself, in his own tongue, and saying, Alaci, 
and alas for my sin, that 1 sinned against myself and agai^t 
King’s son, in that which 1 did ^ith the damsel; for I neither left 
her nor won my will of her! Ah this cotaeth of my lack of Knse, in 
that I sought for rnysdf that which I deserved not and which be' 
kttcd not the like of me; for whoso seeketh what suiteth him not at 
all, faheth with the like of my fall;' Now when the King’s ^ 
heard this, he accosted him in Persian, saying, '"How brig ^ Jis 
weeping and wailing last? Say me, thinkest thou that hath befallen 
thee tlmt which ne\^ befel other than thou?” Now when the Per' 
sian heard this, he made friends with him and began to complain to 
him of his case and misfortunes, as soon the morning 

morrow^, the warders took the Prince and carried him ^fone 
their King, informing him that he had ente^ the dty on the prc^ 
vious nig lit, at a time Avhen audience was impossible. Quoth the 
King to die Prince, ‘"Whence comest thou and what is thy name 
and trade and why hast thou truvelkd hither?" He replied. "As to 
my name 1 am called in Penian Harjah;‘ as to my country I come 
from the land of Fars; and I am of the men of art and especially 
of the art of medicine and healing the sick and those whom the 
Jinns drive mad. For this 1 go round about all countries and 
to profit by adding knowledge to my knowledge, and wf^' 
ever I see a patient 1 heal him and this is my craft. * * Now wbot 
the King heard this, he rejoiced with exceeding |oy and smd* XJ 
excellent Sage, thou hast hidccd come to us at a time when we 
need thee." Then he acquainted him with the case of the Princess, 
addmg» "'if thou cure her and recover her her madness, thou 
shak h<ive of me everything thou seekest. Relied the Prince, 


■« lie iuch luiifte: fwrhap* « tt * cluical trrer fo* “P*** 

1 know an Eitijiihniiiii wbo in Perttan eulkd himielf "Mirti AMuHali-i-HIdl’ 
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*THe Bred- Ei£t. (Icci cit.> gJ™ ■ emntcjtl dncntnion of die (Vittce sHurmng ihc ilJ« 
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tnlafmflg hU wrbanrf, Itnethcninj hii iJ«rw uni bbiAtnlns hi* tygltJ* antiawwiy. 
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favour thfi King; describe to me all thou hast 
sect! of her msanity and tdl me how long it is since the access 
c earnest by her and the horse and tlic 

whole story, from first to last, 
adtlmg. Sage is in goal.*' Quoth the Prince, “O auspicious 
^g, and what hast thou done with the horse?” Quodi the King, 
U youth, it is with me yet, laid up in one of my trosure-riham' 
’*'^reupon said the Prince withm himself, “The best thing 
1 c^ do IS first to see the horse and assure myself of its condition 
li It be whole and sound, all will be well and end well; but, if its 
motor-worb be destined, I must find some other way of deliver- 
Thereupon he turned to the King and said to 
U King, I must see the horse in question: haply I may find 
m It som^hat that will serve me for the recovery of the damsel ” 
W ith all my heart," replied the King, and taking him by the 
hand, shoved him into the place where the horse was. The Prince 
w^t round about it, examining its condition, and found it whole 
^d sound, wh^eat he rejoiced greatly and said to the King, 
Allah ^ve and exalt the King! I w'ould fain go in to tl£ 

^ ^ may ^ how It IS with her; for I hope in AUali to 
ne^ hCT my healing hand through means of the horse,” Then 
he fedc them take care of the horse and the King carried him to 
k j ® apartment, where her lover found her wringing her 
and wnthmg ^ bramg heralf .gainst ths gto>id.%nd 
tear^g her garments to tatters as was her wont; but there was no 
madness of Jinn m her, ^d she did this but that none might 
approa^ her, Whra the Pnnee saw her thus, he said to her, **No 
harm shall betide thee, O ravishment of the three worlds-” and 
went on to soo^ her and spe^ her fair, tiU he mana^ to 

al-^mpr;" whereupon she cried out with 
^ ^ fating for excess of joy; but the King 
though t thw was epilepsy' bro^ht on by her fear of him, and by 
her suddenjy bemg startl^. Then the Prince put his mouth to 
her ear and said to her **0 Sh^s al-Nahar, O seduction of the 
universe, have a care for thy life and mine and be patient and 
constant; for this our position needeth sufferance and skilful oon- 
tnv-Mce to make ^ft for our deHveiy from this tyrannical King. 
y rat mofve will be now to go out to him and te U ^iin that thou 

*' ... •*> 
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art possessed of a J inn and iicnce thy loacliijess; but that I will 
engage to heal thee and drive away the evil spirit, if he will at once 
unbind thy bonds. So when, he cometh in to thee, do thou speak 
him smooth words, that he may think 1 have cured thee, and all 
will be done for us as we desire." Quoth she, '“Heaikening and 
obedience;’* and he went out bo the King in joy and gladness, 
and said to him, "O august King, I have, by my good fortune, 
discovered her disease and its remedy, and have cured her for 
thee* So now do thou go in to her and speak her sofdy and treat 
her kindly, and promise her what may please her; so shaD all thou 

desirest of her be accomplished to thM."*-And Shahrazad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to eay her permitted say, 

IBhtn it toasi ttir t^ree f]&unhreti anh ft>tbcTtttet|) 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Prince feigned himself a leach and went in to the danugl and 
made himself known to her and told her how he purposed to 
deliver her, she cried “Hearkening and obedience!" He then fared 
forth from her and sought the King and said, "Go thesu in to her 
and speak her softly and promise her "what may pkasc her; bo 
shall ^ thou desirest of her be accomplished to thee," Thereupon 
the King went in to her and when she saw him, she rose and 
kissing die ground before him, bade him welcome and said, "T 
admire hopv thou hast come to visit thy handmaid this day;" 
whereat he was ready to fly for joy and Ude the waiting'women 
and the eunuchs attend her and carry her to the Hammam and 
make ready for her dresses and adornment. So they went in to her 
and saluted her, and she returned their salams with the goodliest 
language and after the pleasantest fashion; whereupon they dad 
her in royal apparel and, clasping a collar of jewels about her nads, 
carried her to the bath and served her there. Then they brought 
her forth, as she were the full moon; and, when she came into 
die King’s presence, she saluted him and kissed ground before him; 
whereupon he joyed in her with joy esceedmg and said to the 
Prince, “O Sage, O philosopher, all this is of thy blessing, Allah 
increase to us the benefit of thy healing breath!”^ The Prince 


» Ar*L, ''rJaf!ih*t”-br«ihi;nei, b«adtn, itie Hclx NahanuJi opp, to Ve^aih (wtil) 
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replied, “O King, for the completion of her cure it behoveth that 
thou go forth, thou and all thy troops amd guards, to the place 
where thou foundest her, not forgetting the beast of black wood 
which was with hcTi for cbeitin is a d^ii; and, unless I exorcise 
him, he will return to her and afflict her at the head of every 
month." “With love and gladness," cried the King, "O thou 
Prince of all philosophers and most learned of all who see the light 
of day.’’ Then he brought out the ebony horse to the meadow in 
qxjcstion and rode thither w^ifh all his traops and the Princess, httle 
wceting the purpose of the Prince. Now wherv they came to tl^; 
appointed place, the Prince, still habited as a leach, bade them set 
the Princess and the steed as far as eye could reach from, the King 
and his troops, and said to him, “With thy leave, and at thy word, 
I will now proceed to the fumigations and conjurations, and 
imprison the adversary of mankmd, that he may never more return 
to her. After this, 1 shall mount this wooden Iiorse which seemerh 
to be mde of ebony, and take the damsel up behind me; w'herc' 
upon it will shake and sway to and fro and fare forwards, till it 
come to thee, when the affair will be at an end; and after this thou 
mayst do with her as thou wilt," Whim the King beard his words, 
he rejoic^ with extraiK joy: so the Prince mounted the horse) 
and, taking the damsel up behind him, whilst the King and his 
troops watched fum, bound her fast to him. Then be turned the 
ascending-pin and the horse took flight and soared with them 
high in air, till they disappeared from every eye. After this the 
King abode half the day, expecting their return; but they returned 
not. So when he despaired of them, repenting him greatly of 
which he had done and grieving sore for die loss of the damsel, he 
wpt back to the city with his troops. He then sent for the Persian 
who was in prison and said to him, “O thou traitor, O thou villain, 
why didst thou hide from me the mystery of the ebony home? 
And now a sharper hath come to me and bath carried it off, 
together with a slave-girl whose Ormmente are worth a mint of 
mon^, and ! shall nei'er see anyone or anything of them again!" 
So the Persian related to him all his past, fii^t and last, and the 


tti- M«l™, itKMdy i«srfnnB<d hjr aspwiuon Ther bol.l (h «in tJic da'll 
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King "was seized with a fit of fury which well-tugh ended bis life. 
He shut up in his palace for a, while, mourning and 

alCictcil; but at last bis Wazirs came in to him and applied them' 
selves to comfort him, saying, "Verily, he who took the damsel is 
an enchanter, and praised be Allah who hath delivetcd thee from 
his craft and sorccryl" And they ceased not from him, till he 
was comforted for her loss. Thus far concerning the King; hut as 
for tlic Prince, he continued his career towards his father s capital 
in joy and cheer, and stayed not till he alighted on his own palace, 
w'hcrc he set the lady in safety; after which lie went in to his 
father and mother and saluted them and acquainted them with her 
coming, whereat they were filled with solace and gladness. Then 

he sprcatl great banquets for the towns'folk,^-^And Shahrazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted »y. 


Caijcn tl tens tfir Cljrcc ffittnhrch anh ^ctirntp-firct .^igfit. 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspickjus King, that the King s 
son spread great banquets for dm towns folk and they hdd high 
festival a whole month, at the end of which time he went in to the 
Princess and they took their joy of each other with exceeding joy. 
But his father brake the ebony horse in pieces and destroyed its 
Tm> <-h fiT ii<m for flight; moreover the Ptihee wrote a letter to the 
Princess's father, advising him of all that had befalkn her and 
informing him how she was now married to him and in all health 
and happiness, and sent it by a messenger, together with costly 
presents and curious rarities. And when the messenger arrived at 
the city which was Sana'a and delivered the letter and the presents 
to the King, he read the missive and rejoiced greatly thereat and 
accepted die presents, honouring and rewarding the bea^ hand' 
somcly. Monecn'cr, he forwartkd rich ^fts to his aon'in-Iaw by 
the same messenger, v<,'ho returned to his roaster and acquainted 
him with what pas^i whereat he was much cheered. And 
after this the Prince WTote a letter evc^ year to his fathcr'in-law 
and sent him presents tilL, in course of time, his sire King Sabur 
deceased and hi reigned in his stead, ruling justly over his lieges 
and conducting himself wdi and righteously towards them, so t^t 
the bnd subraitted to him and his subjects did him loyal smicc; 
and Kamsr al'Akroar and his v\'ife Shams al'Nahar abode in the 
enjoyment of all satisf.icEJon and solace of life, dll there came to 
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them the Destroyer of deUghts aod Sunderar of societies; the 
Plunderer of palaces, the Caterer for cemeteries and the Gamerer 
of gloves. And now glory be to the Living One who dietb not 
and in whose hand is the dominion of the worlds visible and in' 
visibk! Moreover I have heard tell the talc of 


LTNS AL-WUJUD AND THE WAZIR'S DAUGHTER 
AL'WARD FTDAKMAM OR ROSEdN-HOOD.» 

There was once, in days of yore and ip ages and times long ^ne 
before, a King of great power and lord of glory and dominion 
galore; who had a Waair Ibrahim Mght, and this Wazir's daugh' 
ter wasadamsdof extraordinary beauty and loveliness, gifted with 
passing briliiancy and the perfection of grace, possessed of abun' 
dant wit, and in all good breeding complete. But she loved 
wassail and wine and the human face divine and choice verses 
and rare stories; and the delicacy of her inner gifts invited all 
hearts to love, even as saith the port, describing her, 

“Like mom die diines amid the atany aky, • Rofeing in ti«s 3 e& blackeec ink 
outvie. 

The moming-hrecses give her boughs fair drink, • And like a branch 
sways with supple ply: 

She amito in passing us. O thou thai art * * Fairest in yellow robed, or tn- 
moisie. 

Thou playesc with my wit in love, as though • Sparrow in hand of playful 
boywemL’^ 

Her name was Rosc'in'Hood and she so named for her young 
and tender beauty and the freshness of her brilliancy; and the 
King bved her in his cups because of her accomplishments and 
fine manners. Now it was the King’s custom yearly to gather 
together all the nobles of his realm and play wi^ the ball.' So 


' tir. 'Tht me in ctie ileeva or ciiyties." I teJic my Rngli.V ei}iuTil«nT from Jereay 
TtyWi "$Q i Kare a ro*r the -cLefn of ii*etc: 

■ Tluse line* Afe /nun eKe Br«L Edit. {v. 35), TIie fmtr wuplctt in the Mic. Edit* ire 
«o rrretcriTii. 

• which IjLtic cilk 
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when the day came round wherEon the folk assembicd for ball' 
play, the Ministers daughter seated herself at her lattice, to divert 
nerself by looking on at the game; and, as they were at play, her 
glance upon a youth among the guards than whom never was 
cpf*n a e^fitnpli'er face nor a goodlier form; for he was bright of 
favour showing white teeth when he smiled, tall-statured and 
broad-shouldered. She looked at him again and again and could 
not take her fill of gazing; and presently said to her nurse, “What 
is the name of yonder handsome young man among the troops? 
Replied the nurse, “O my daughter, the dear fellows are ^ 
handsome. WTiich of them dost thou mean? Said Roseiii' 
Hood, “Wait till he come past and 1 will point hiai out to thee. 
So she took an apple and as he rode by dropped it on him, who^ 
upon he raised his head, to see who did this, and espied the Wa 
daughter at the window, as she were the moon of fullest limt m 
the darkness of the night; nor did he withdniw his eyes, till his 
heart was utterly lost to her, and he recited these lines, 

*'Wa*t amhtf Art me, or was’t tlmie eyes * Ruined lover’s heart dme thy 

chamu - j * 

Was the notched from a host oulfihiJt. • Or Iran lattuxd winitowu) 

sudden guise?" 


When the game was at an end, and all had left the ground, she 
asked her nurse, “What is the name of that youth I showed 
thee?”; and the good woman answered, “His name is Uns al' 
Wujud;*' whereat Rosa'in-Hood shook her head and lay down on 
her couch, with thoughts a'fite for love. Then, s i g h i n g deeply, 
she improvised these couplets. 


“He not wlio dubbul thee, ■ Wcrld b delight,* ♦ A u,-orid s love con- 

joining to Wmty’s light :* . 1 . it 

O thmi, wLssc favour the fuU moon fivoure. • WW charms make life 

Thou^'^oi?mankind; * Sulon of Beaucy, and proof Fd 
die: 


‘ Arsk, “MuSiw»k"-w=n.Bofjdwd, m ia «lue drpoidi d« At t|« ^ 
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of bcina, of the worfJ, UtM ir* ifid « At iwrmJ ‘ff 
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Thine eye-brows are likest a weH-formed Nud,^ * * And thine eyes a. S4d ■ 
by His hand indicci 

Thy ahape is the soft, green hough that gives • When asked to all with all- 
gtadous sprite: 

Thou c*cctl«st kuights ot the world in slowre, * With delight and beauty 
and hount)- dight:" 

When ishe had finished her verses, she wrote them on a sheet of 
paper, which she folded in a piece of gold'crahroidered sifk and 
placed under her pillow. Now one of her nurses Ittd seen her; so 
she came up to her and held her in talk till she slept, when she 
stole the scroll from under her pillow; and, after reading it, Imew 
diat she had Men in love with Uns al'Wujud. Then she te' 
tunied the scroll to its place and w'hen lier misness awoke, she 
said to her, 'O my Lidy, Indeed I am to thee a true counsellor and 
am tenderly anxious on thy account. Know that love is a tyrant 
and the hiding it meltech iron and entadeth sickness and unease; 
nor fw whoso eWesseth it is there aught of reproach.” Rejoined 
Rose-i^Hood, ‘"And what is the medicuie of passion, O nurse 
Answered the nurse, "The medicine or passion is enjoy' 
ment." Quoth she, “And how may one come oy enjoyment?" 
Quoth the other, “By letters and messages, my lady: by W’hispcred 
words of compliment and by greetings b^ore the world;* all this 
bringeth lovers together and makes hard matters easy. ^ if thou 
have aught at heart, mistress mine, I am the fittest to keep thy 
secret and do thy desires and cany thy letters." How when the 
damsel heard this, her reason flew and fled for joy; but she re* 
strained hctself from speech till she should see the issue of the 
maner, saying within herself, "None knoweth this thing of me, 
nor will I trust this one with my secret, ttfl I have cried her." 
Then said the woman, "O my lady, I saw in my sleep as though 
a man came to me and said; *Thy mistress and Uns al-Wujud 
love each other; so do thou serve their case by carrying their 


* Tt»t tltusun to s " wi rtoi N'" iugg»tt the itrumJni fatw of (he letter 

4 i in Nisifk£ oicimv^ 

* Ths fouttcuith ArxUc iti tncdiol farm ttwmbrifi!; an eye. 
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hc^n by fb« eUumnent^ btil found them ao reudlEy amtcpictl by theGlaom diftt dwy 
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messages and doing cheir desires and keeping their secrets; and 
much good shall b^al thee.' Sc new I have told thee my sTskm 
and It is dime to decide." Quoth Rose40'Krjod» alter she heard 
of the dream,-—-And Shah^^d percdvcd the dawn of day and 
ceased to say her permitted say. 


it tnae the ^tmhreh anh ^rhentp-^etmih 

She said. It hath reached me;, O auspicious King, that Rose-in'Hood 
asked her nur^ after hearing of the dream, "Tell me, canat thou 
keep a secret, O my nurse?"; whereto she answered, “And how 
should 1 not keep secrecy, I that am of the flcjw'cr of the free?”* 
Then the maiden pulled out the scroll, whereon she had written the 
verses and said, ‘'Carry me this my ktter to Uns al^Wujud and 
bring me Hs reply." The nurse took the letter and, repairing to 
Uns al'Wujud, kissed his hands and greeted him right courteousiy, 
then gave him the paper; and be read it and, comprehending the 
contents, wrote on the back these couplets, 

“I «ootbe ray liKUt and ray luvt; repel; * But my stare interprets my love cc» 
well: 

tears licnv t tell them raioe eyes are ill, * tire ^ uad ray 
ease loretetl, 

I was /ancy-frec and witkncw I Love; • But I fell iu love and in madness 
fell 

1 show you ray case and ooruplatn of pain, * Pitre and ecstasy ihar your 
ruth ceiapetr 

1 write you with tt^irs of eyes, tc belike * They explain the bve omire my 
heare to oucU; 

Allah guanJ a lace that is vdicd with chanw, • Whose thrall is Moon md 
the Stars as well i 

In. her beauty 1 tievef beheki die like; • From Irer sway the iHunches learn 
sway and swell: 

I beg you, an 'tis iwE too ntucb of paitis, * To call :* ’twenr boon, without 
parallel. 

1 give you a soul you will haply' take. * To w'hich Union is Ifcavcn, Dis' 
union HcIL" 

Then he folded the letter and kissing it, gave ic to the gtybetween 


1 Xhf HTCHteit of ill pcjslnrcni and iliacovercri of thfC mrorkf will be he wlwj' ii ridi fl 
canfemng i piilii&t)r to Itcc^ n 

■ ThrciriglnBLU pmaaic—fnil id ijti ]. 
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and said to her, nurse, incline thy lady's heart to me." "'To 
hear is to obey,*' answered she arid carried the script to her 
mistress, who kissed it and laid it on her head, then she opened 
it and read it and understood it and wrote at the foot of it these 
couplets, 


whose heart by our be3.t;Cy is eaptjve ta'en, * Have patience and atl 
thou sluii; haply gainf 

When we knew that thy Icnrc was a true affect, * And what pained our 
heart to thy heart gave pain. 

We had granted th« wished-for call and more; ^ But hindered so doing 
the cJiambeilain. 

When the night grows dark, tfaiough our love a excess * Fire bums our 
vitala with might arid main; 

And sleep from our beds is driven afar, • And our todies are tortured by 
passion-banc. 

'Hide lovef in Love's code is die first couiiiiand; • And from raising his 
veil thy hand lustraijn; 

I ftU love-fulfilled by yoa gatdk: • Wouhl he never wamkr fnin where 
I dwell!" 

Then she folded the letter and gave it to the nur^, who took it 
and went out from her mistress to seek the young man; but, as 
she would fare fo(rth, the chamberlain met her and said to her, 
“Whither away?” '*To the bath,*‘ answered die; but in her fear 
and oonfusion, dropped the tetter, without knowing it, and went 
off unrecking w’hat had done; when one of the etmuchs, 
seeing it lying in the way, picked it up. When the niuse came 
without the door, sought for it, but found it not, so turned back 
to her mistress and told her of this and what had befallen her. 
Meanwhile, the Warir came out of the Harim and seated himself 
on his couch; whereupon behold, the eunuch, who had picked up 
the letter, came in to him, hen^ng it in hand and said, “O my 
lord, I found this paper lying upon die floor and picked ft up.” So 
the Minister took it from his hand, folded as it was, and opening 
it, read the verses as above set down. Then, after mastering the 
meaning, he examined the writing and knew it for his daughter's 
hand; whereupon he went to her mother, weeping so abundant 
tears that his beard was wetted. His wife asked him, “What 
maketh thee w’cep, O my lord?”; and he answered, “Take this 
letter and see what is therein.’* So she took it and found it to be 
a lovc'letter from her daughter Rosc*in'Hood to Uns al-Wujud: 
whereupon the ready drops sprang to her eyes; but she composed 
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Her mind, and, gulping down her tears, said to her husband, '“O 
my lord, there is no profit in weeping: the right course is to cast 
about for a means of keeping thine honour and concealing the 
allair of tKy daughter.” And she went on to comfort him and 
lighten his trouble ^ but he said, * *'l am fearful for my daughter by 
reason of this new passion. Knowest thou not diat the Sultan 
loveth Uns ai-WuJud with exceeding love? And my fear hath 
two caus^. Tire hrsc concemeth myself; ic is, that dre is my 
daughter: the second is on account of the King; for that Uns 
al'Wujud is a favourite with the Sultan and peradventure great 
troubles shall come out of du$ affair. What dUmest thou should 

be done?”-^And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


^en ft toaxi tfit ^unhreh ant) 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Warir, 
after recounting the affair of Iris daughter, asked his wife, "What 
deemest thou should be done?” And she answered, "Have 
patience wlrilst I pray the prayer for right direction." So she 
pray'ed a two'bow prayer according to the prophetic “ ordinance 
for seeking divine guidance; after w'hich she said to her husband, 
"In the midst of the Sea of Treasures' stundeth a mountain named 
the Mount of the Bereaved Mother (the cause of which being so 
called shall presently follow in its place, Inshaltah!); and thidicr 
can none Imve access, save with pa^ and dilHculty and distress: 
do thou make Aat same her abiding'placc.” Accordingly the 
Minister and his wife agreed to build on that mountain a v-irgin 
casdc and lodge their daughter therein with the necessary prcK 
vision to be renew'ed year by year and attendants to cheer and to 
serve her. Aco^rdingly he ooUected carpenters, builders and archr 


‘Aral- •'SuBiuit." ttc pn«cu» of the Prophet. For thi* ptnver and ocher «I!t and 
aupcratliious mcana diKOvering the ^tight diretiiDn’* (w'hith it oi^tco w*fy wrojigly 
directei)} *ec Lane, M. [L chapt. xi. 

* AwL.^Bahr (teaormcir) atRunir-: Lane (iL 5:^6) IngenuMsb' idcnilfiej theaitr with 
the Upper Nile whcaae tribes, between .Asiduan (S^^ne) and Wady al.SLili4'a are eaJlod 
the **K.un£H‘'-^rit. nicaning “ifcs*i(rea" or "hontdt.** Phit* It stiU known aa the "Inin 
of Anna (for Uns) d-Wojod 5 “ and the leamcd and accurate Bwrckhatdr fFneeUin Nubia 
p. 5 )records the tocalle^auJ that amiehtTKlngtuUed .ALWujud built ihoOsman ttonplea. 

I am pve no infonnation conwntins JibaJ al-SakU (ThakU), the Mwint oT the wemtafl 
bereft of chiklrcn, UerunJ the Icgin^d contamed in Night ceebexilf. 




Alf L?^ti.ah wa Latxah. 


38 

cects and despatched them to the moujitain* where they builded 
her an impregnable castle, never saw eyes the like thereof. Then 
he made ready vivt^ and carriage for the journey and, going m to 
his daughter by night, bade her prepare to set out on a pleasure- 
esicurston. Thereupon her heart presaged the sorrows of separation 
and, when she went forth and saw the preparations for the journey, 
she w'cpt with sore weeping and wrote thac upon the door which 
might acquaint her lover with what had passed and with the trans¬ 
ports of passion and grief that w'cre upon her, transports such as 
would make the flesh to shiver and hair to stare, and mdt the 
hardest stone with carc^ and tear from every eye a tsar, And 
what she wrote were these couplets, 

^By Allik* O thsju house, if my beloved a mom go by, • And greet with 
signi and signals lo\^r e^irr ja wont to fly^ 

I pray th« give him emr salams in ipure and fragrant guise, * For be iiv 
deed may ncvis know wIicTt: wc this shall lie, 

I wof nut whidier thEV h^vc fared, thus bearing us afar * Ae speed, 
and lightly*<juipt, the lighter from one love to fly: 

Vi^cn scarkens night, the birds in brake or branch^ snugly perched * Wad 
for our s o ti tm and announce out IiaplESS destiny; 

The tungue of thnV cemdinon *ALar, jlaj for woet * And hmvy 

brunt of partiiig'blow tu-o Icr^cra must aby'i 
When viewed I Bepajation<upa were filled to the bnm * And 115 with 
mcre^ somrvj^winc Fate carne so fast to pi>% 

I mixed them with becoming aham of patience ^clf to excuse, * Bui Fatience 
for the Joss of you her solace doth refuse."' 


Now when she ended her lines, she mounted and they set forward 
with her, crossing and cutting over wold and wild and riant dak 
and rugged hill, till they came to the shore of the Sea of Treasures; 
here they pitched their tents and built her a great ship, wherein 
they went down with her and her suite and carried them over to 
the mountain. The Minister had ordered them, on reaching the 
joumey's end, to set her in the castle and to make thdr way back 
to the short, where they %verc to break up the vessel. So they did 
his bidding and returned heme, weeping over what had befallen. 
Such was their case; but as regards Uns al'Wujud, he arose from 
skep and prayed the dawm-nrayer, after which he took horse and 
rode forth to attend upon the Sultan. On his way, he passed by 
the Wazir s house, chinking perchance to see some of his followers 
as of wont: but he saw no one and, looking upon the door, he 
read written thereon the verses aforesaid. At this right, his senses 
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failed him; liie was kindled in his vitals and he returned to his 
lodging, where he passed tlie day in trouble and tranaports of grief, 
without finding case or patience, till night darkened uponhim, when 
his yearning and lovedonging lEtloublcd. Thereupon, by way of 
coDcealmeat, be disguised himself in the ragged garb of a Fakir/ 
and set out wandering at random through the glooms of nlgh^, 
distracted and knowing not whither he went. So he wandered on 
all that night and nest day, till the heat of the sun waxed fierce 
and the mountains fiamed like fire and thirst was grievous upon 
him. Presently, he espied a tree, by whose side was a thin thread 
of running water; so ne made towards it and sitting down in the 
shade, on the bank of the rivulet, essayed to drink, but found chat 
the water had no taste in his mouth / and, indeed colour had 
changed and his face had ydlowed, and his feet w’ere swollen with 
travel and travail. So he shed copious tears and repeated these 
couplets, 

"Thi: IciVEa' i* * drunken with Im'c of friend; * On a longing that gtoweth 
his joys depenti: 

Love'distmeted, ardent, bewihlctal, lost * FrtJin home, nor may food 
aught of pleasure lend: 

How can life he delightsome to enr in love, • And from lover parted, 
'twere unkenaod! 

I melt with the flit: of lay pine for them, • And the teats down my 
check in a fCccmi descend, i <, / 

Shall I see them, aay me, or oec tfiat ewnes * Frnm the camp, who tb af* 
fiirccd heart shall tend?" 

And after thus reciting he wept till he wetted the hard dry ^und; 
but anon w'ithout loss of time he rose and fared on again over 
waste and wold, till there came out upon him a lion, with a neck 
buried in tangled mane, a head the bigness of a dome, a mouth 
wider than the door thereof and teeth like elephants* tusks. Now 
w’hen Uns al-Wtijud saw him, he gave himself up for lost and, 
turning* towards tlie Temple of Mcccah, pronounced the pro' 
fessions of the faith and prepared for dea^. He had read in 


^ A If ng.kim inccHijcinc 0i t- 4 piicpi?f}|i tii wJiinni thirf^ i-rc twfl ijjcAi iJiviMiusp The 
iTW dfCMiiing to the /aithi the dthm fLi Shnni% or lrTtV^«i*3 sre bauftd hy no 
kuch prcjumcff- find are jnetn' rjKtiincn* of (Pilgrifnatft S- 22_) 

' hit Gp* atid piimTe wm *0 fwetlea bf diwtffht 

* ]i IS a |tiouj Ml m tmic of fnertal the Kiblah or Metcmn tearpie, ■! i' 

■f flnduif to pra>Yr. 
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books that whoso wiU Satter the lion, beguileth him,* for that he 
is Tidily duped by smooth speech and gentled by being gloriSed; 
so he began and said, "O Lien of the forestl O Lord of the waste! 
O terrible Leo! O father of hghters! O Sultan of wild beasts! 
Behold, 1 am a lover in Longing, whom passion and severance have 
been wronging; since I parted from roy dear, I have lost my 
reasoning gear; wherefore, to my speech do thou give ear and 
have rum on my passion and hope and fear.” When the lion 
heard this, he drew back from him and sitting down on his hind* 
quarters, raised his head to him and beg^ to frisk tail and paws; 
which when Uns al-Wujud saw, he recited these couplets, 

'‘Lion <rf the wold wilt them murther tnc, • Eie 1 meet her who doomed 
jne to slavery? 

i am not game and 1 bear no fat; * For the toes of my love makes me 
stekness drve; 

And estiangEment ftom her hath so worn me down * I am like a shape b 
a ahtoud we ece. 

O thou sire of spoils,* O chou lion of war, * Give doc my pains to the 
bUmerV grec. 

t hum with love, I am dn>wned in tears * For a parting from lover, son 
miseryl 

And tny thoughts of her in the murk of night * For love bach made my bdng 
unbe," 

As he had finished bis Lines the lion rose,-^And Sbahrazad per^ 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


ZBben it tna^ tbt Itijxee ll^ttnltreb atih ibebenlp-fourtt) 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that as Uns 
al'Wujud ended his lines, the lion arose and stalked slCTwly up to 
him, with eyes tear'nuling and licked him with his tongue, then 
walked on before him, signing to him as though saying, “Follow 


^ Srill ihc triJicf Ilf ihc Hadawi who tnci 10 widrfc upon the compiBBOQ; "O grat 
KJog E Am A pcrcpT man, mih wife And fAmihf, » spAre me AHJih ipm thf* md m 
fcrrtli. Jf Mil fjmti&hcil the linn will ofieo itulk ofl*looUng behind hini he gpesi; Imt the 
min will never renirn bj the tame pttli j wyi he* "haply the FAdicr^rRo&rine n«7 
■rrpent hi m of a watted oppnrmnity." These Uon-tales m vay coitifnen^ witFicu thii of 
At Komf nnd n hoti of othen; Unt and her lion Tt Another pbua ft mtidnrd 
far hi. Jidci Gffiird^ first the and then the ramr, da tn qaxaii the repatADan 

iflf the lion apd the hotmur of iJuf ftopeaL 

^ AbLj HinA^FAthcj fd*spoils: nne of the lloo^a himditd 
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me.** So he followed him, and the beast ceased not leading him 
OD for a while till he brought him up a mountain, and gutdt^ him 
to the farther side, where he came upon the track of a caravan 
over the desert, and knew it to be that of Rose^m'Hood and her 
company. Then he took the trail and, when the lion saw that he 
knew the track for that of the party which escorted her, he turned 
back and went his way; whilst Uns al'Wujud walked along the 
foot-marks day and night, till they brought him to a dashing sea, 
swollen with clashing surge. The trail led down to the sandy 
shore and there broke on; whereby he knew thar they had 
taken ship and had continued their journey by water. So he 
lost hope of finding his lover and with hot tears he repeated 
these couplets. 


"Far ts the fane and patience faileth me; * Kow can I ««de then* o'er the 
abyssmal sea; 

Or how be ^uent, when my vitals bum • For love of them, and sleep 

Wsxcd ir^^nmn y? 

Since the cad <hy they left the home &nd lied, * My heiit'i ccmumiid hy 
lovee afdfiKy: 

Sayhun, Jayhim,® EuphntCec-Ulte my * Make flwd no deluged min ix^ 
like am sec: 

Mine eyeJids chafed with runnmg tears remaini * My heart from fieiy 
eparte b never free; 

The hocta of love and longing pressed me • And made tlie hosic of patience 
break and flee. 

Tve rated my life too fieely for thetr loves * And risk of life the least of 
lib shall be. 

Allali oe’^er punish eye that saw thiK charm* * Enshrined, and pasaing 
full mciOnA biillancy! 

I found me felled by fair wide-opened eyes, ■ Which piiio:ed my heart 
with fitnngless anicry: 

And soft, bthe, swaying shape enmptored me * Aj sway the branches of 
the willow'Crte^ 

Wr them I covirt unim that I wtn» ♦ Get love pains cark and caie^ a 

mastery. . j n 

For love of them ayCi mom and eve I pine, * And doubt all came to me 

from cvfl eyne-” 

And when His lines were ended he wept* till he swwned aw^y* 
abode in his swoon a long while; but as Sfoon as he came to fufu- 


^ agajn for'"ilic." - r f jn * 

* Jwtcs-ndOxtt*. TKe Urtcf a^rliuii w Amv, Oxm w it fjSJ 

Ing Inn f«m Tii«n, P=itm fwm Ttmrit- The U(kU tcjtt *rtb 4« k*«^ « 

*l.N.hf (Mii*irtT«iniihiir) w*’What is bchitwl the itrffl(m,’’-Tru«Hl*M4«i ihorcapitaU 

vt£c iuDCSsnvcIy Siunartanji *n6. Doklu^ 
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self, he looked right and lel't and seeing no one in the desert^ he 
became fearf^ of the wild beasts; so he domb to the top of a h^ 
mountain, where he heard the voice of a son of Adam speaking 
widiin a cave. He listened and lof they were the accents of a 
dc\'otec, who had forsworn the world and given himself up to pious 
works and worship. He knocked thrice at the cavem'door, but 
the hermit made him no answer, neither came forth to him; where' 
fore he groaned aloud and recited these couplets, 


‘"WTiac pAchwiy &id 1 my deauir c'iobcurkf * Hott scap^ fmm and 
cark ift<i pain artd hinc? 

All terrurs ^oiri to me olJ and Uoar * Of icitl aiici ficart* ere youth 

froni lELc 14 ta'cn; 

Nor find 1 any aid my passiorit nor * A fnsmd to lighimi load of bane and 

How^great and mimy trtRjbles Tve endured! * Forcune ha.ih turned her back 

I «e unfain. , , . 

Ah m^rcy, mercy on the ItyverV * Dotianca cup or p^irtutg and 

tiort drain! . 

A £rc is in bia hesjt* hia vithb wast< 2 , * And icvcfiuicc made Ills n^ason vain- 


vaiiL ^ 

How drad th/: day t came to her atdik * And siw the writ they wmU on 

doorway lainl i ^ i i j j 

1 wept* till pve 1 ciinh to drinlt grief; * But shH to near and far* I did 

rut fei^n’! 

Then strij-ai i hU m waste a liem sprung * On me. Mid for flaltering 

words had slim: , ^ l i / 

1 soodied him: so ht spjLrcd me and lent me aid« He too mig t p > o 

love'a tastft onmplab. . i i • 

O Jevotet, dat idlest in tby cave, ^ Meseems ck* thoii l^asc Icameti Lovei 

But with than I ItaE^e. * Stni^ XU forfirt all sufFcring 

and fatigue.** 


Hardly had he made an end of these verses wh^, behold! the 
door of the cavern opened and he heard one say, “Alas, the pi^ 
of it*"* So he entered and saluted the devotee, who returned bus 
salam and asked him, “What is thy name?" Answered the young 
man, “Uns al'Wujud." “And what caused thee to come hitlier? 
quo4i the hermit. So he told him his story in its entire^, 
omitting naught of his mtsfortunes; whereat he wept and said. 


»AnsU “DittI *4 altsKt»"-fii tind md foe. The Hnei ore panly 6™ !*« Edit 

uni pnrdy frwn the Dfrtl. 15. - . * , 

now uKdoHJyin bcsdfcu 
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‘'O Uns al'Wuiud, these twenty years have I passed in this place, 
but never beheld 1 any man here, until yesterday, when I heard 
a noise cf weeping and lamentation and, Ifiohing forth in the 
direction of the sound, saw many people and tents pitched cm 
the ££1411010; and the party at once proceeded to build a ship, in 
which certain of tliem embarked and sailed over the waters. Then 
some of the crew returned with the ship and breaking it up, went 
their way; and I suspect that those who embarked in the and 
returned not, are they whom thou seekest. In that case, O Uns 
al'Wujud, thy grief must needs be great and sore and thou art 
excusable, though never yet was lover hut suiTered love-longing. 
Then he redt^ these couplets, 


“Um alAWjtjd, dose. d«ni me fanej'-free, * When pine and Icn^g slay 
and qui^Eii me? 

I hive known bve and ycacrucg froni the years • 5in« ntntJicr'imik 1 


drank, not e‘er fret * , . i. it 

Long straggled I with Love, dll laxnt his might ; ■ Ask thou of hun, tali 

t^ll with willing giee. n . , ■ L-i > 

Love-sick and pining drank I pission-cup, * And weil'iugn penalMO m 


Strong was I, my stTcagih to wakness turned, * And eye-sword 
hfiLe thrau^ Pau'ence armoury; 

Hope to win Iiove-joyii, without annoy; • Contrary ever links with 

Bui fc?S‘chanse from lover true; be tnw * Unto thy wish, somt: day 

ihiiuc crtvn 'ti^ be, _ •* 

Lov-e hath forbidilm to bis i.-otarica • Relinquishment os cJEidlwst heresy. 


The eremite, having ended his vcise r^ and, coming ^ to 

Uns alAVujud, emhmccd hJm,^-And Shahrastd perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased sayir^ her permitted say. 


labtn it tons! fte Hlfjrec anh 

She said. It hadi reached me, O auspicious King, that the e^te, 
having ended his verse, rose and coming up to Um al-Wujud 
embraced him^ and they wept together^ till the hills rang wth 
their cries and they fell dofwn fainting. When they rev'iyed, they 
swore brotherhood* in AQah Almighty; after whi<^ ^ 1 ' 

Wujud, "This ver>’ night will I pray to God and seek of Hira direc' 


‘ B=fn« noted. n»e (elidoMWp, idit of f«terdwod«f, h-. in ngha, iida md 
Cvivikacik 
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don’ what thou shouldst do to attain thy dcdrc.** Tbu$ it 
was with them; but as regards Rose'in'Hood, when they brought 
her to the mountam and set her tn the castle and she beheld its 
ordering, wept and exclaimed, '"By Allah, thou art a ^aodly 
place, save that mou lackest in thee the presence of the beloved!"^ 
Then seeing birds in the island, she bade her people set snares 
for them and put alt they caught in cages within the castle; and 
they did so. But she sac at a lattice and bethought her of what 
had passed, and desire and pa^'on and distraction redoubled upon 
her, till she bxirsc into tears and repeated these couplets, 

~0 lo whom now, nf eny desire compliimitig sore, siult t * * Bewail tny 
pasting from my Fere ccmtxUed thua tn fly? 

Flames rage within wliat underlies my rdis, yet hide thmn t * tn deepest 
sei:ret dreading aye the jealoua bosCile fipyj 
I ain grown u lean, attenuai^ wy pick of locjth^’ • By sore estrange- 
merit, absence, ardour, ceaseless sob ;uid sigb- 
Whcrc is the eye of my beloved to see bow Ym become * lik^ ticc fitfipped 
hire of leafage left la linger and to die. 

They tyrannised over me they ctififined tn pbee * Whereto ih£ lover 
of my heart may never draw him Jiigh: 

I beg the SiiD for me to ^ vc greetings a thousandfold, • Ac tim* of riSiUg 
and again when setting from the sky* 

To the beloved one who shamea a full moon's loveliness^ * When showa 
that slender form thoi diith the wdlnw-bniiKh CHitvii:, 

If Rcrte herself Vk^ould cwn with his check, I say of her * Tlv3U art not likfi 
it if to fne my portion thou deny:'* 


* AiuLl '' before etpbinHl ai ^yitig for dTtreoion hf onnEiH af rhe f«ary* 

n^icrdniC the Kofi-n arwt reodlnt ihe Brvt verse cte-,_cro Ai AhMedjnnh it ii 

Khimh iuA I have u- it b t relic of the Aalam or KitUh 

{iliTiniiig fltrofvi) of f^aganitm. the tupontaricrt Rot loeiis wc have the Sorta 
^Irgilwfue (Virgil bdn? d li weU m CorsnScE. 

■ Arab- al-llalilb/" ■ *1*0 mcaniTijt, Wujifi^d my bdovedn^ 

* Arab. “ at in emblem of arremtanon fKCumng in AbHariri (Aa*. af AlewtulrTt, 

tttr]; ihirs as i a|iihE|lE m a ta=d* thd dry u K i>f sbe^. in tht ^ 

o/ BsrksSd the roorhtJJck li Jneribed at a buutifel ^rl. l^c tm of this dtiJily inicle 
wAi enjoined bjf Mohiunmed 3 ^'"'Clttnee your nrcaulhi with rrKifhpKks; for tTayr mnuiJu 
*re the abo<le of ths i^ttrdifln Angela; wh« pen* are fhe tonfucs, md ink ]■ ihc 

epUtlrdfmnh ; Add tftwhom HAiighth oicffc nnbcntatilc ih an nmiltu of food in the nwrath.” 
A finshry ippBfAtaM for a %md\ mAttcr; biit itt verv hdt biidi cieanline» mtwl rmnk before 
godlincAi, 

* The fCRfte It Afnhigvtw Lane rende™ the vcrM7^**Thois resembteir it wii of 
my purdnn and aivta tiro cApitttiTitmi ^ becnuie ^ is of mv pcHtiinj/* or* *'becAiiBc Aij 

esnnoE be rosy If mint m not."* Mr. Paj-tio bokfly trandati!*-^ 

*'lf the rote ape hh ehcek^ *'S™ God fdrfend,* 1 aay, "Thtt of my prrftion ao|hi tn 
pUfer tbmi iiluHiliiii tTY'.*' 
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His Loficy-drsv of lips is like the cratEful water draught * WoiiW extol ms 
when a fire in hearr upfEamc^ fierce and high: 

How shall 1 givife him up wha is my heart and wtil of me^ • My milady 
my wantuig can^, my kyve^ le^di of msV' 


Then, as the glooms of night clo^ araimd her, her yearning 
increased and she called to mind the past and recited also these 
couplet^ 

Tia dark: my transmit and uncase now gather mighE and main, • And 
love-desire pnNOECth me to wake my wonted pain: 

The pang of pirting takes for ever place within my hrcisC, * -^\iid pining 
tnikfs mt deeoUte in desdtiition lain. 

Ecstasy sore makceatfi my soul and yirammg bums my spricce * x%id team 
betray loveV seensy which [ wmjid lifif conrain: 

1 no way, I know no case that can make light my load, ■ Or heal my 
WTisting body or cast out ftom me thU bane. 

A bdl of fire is in my heart iipflamcs with km^t tongue * AtiA Laii's 
ftimacc'fires within my liver place hav^ la'ctL 
O tjxiu^ exaggerating hlame for what bcfel, cmJugh • I bear with patience 
whatsoe'er hadi writ for trie the Pcnl * . - -r- 

I swear, by Allah, ne'er to find aught domfort for their loss^ * 1 15 oath of 
passion's childrai and their oathi ant nc or in vajiL 
O Night! Salams cff me to friendjj and let fca them be known ■ Of thee true 
knowledge how 1 wake and. waking ever wone. 

Meanwhile, the hermit said m Uns al-Wujud, “Go down to the 
palm-grov’c in the valley and fetch some fibce, * So he went and 
tetumed with the palm^fibre, whidi the hermit took and, twisting 
into ropes, made therewitli a nct,“ such as is used for carrying 
straw; after which he said, **0 Uns al'Wujud, in the heart of the 
valley groweth a gourd, which ^ringeth up and dricth upon its 
roots. Go down there and fill this sack thercwithi thiin tie it 
together and, casting it into the water, embark thereon and make 
for the midst of the sea, so haply thou shalt win thy wkb; for 
1^^-^ venturcth TihflH not have what be sceketh, I hear 


t Artb, **Hf tnoe "Bb«» wKteh pn* « *he iiip nf »he niuik, L«n* il 577 ] { but the 
Sbrt: of ih« frene» wttrkcU liko ibe eoeoarnu* fibre whith fortni ihc tiQwr wdUtnoiwi Inmtto 
"ewr." This '*W' » ti-M or ’TMlfil" which Pr. Jonailwfl Swit rwilew 

’‘pepper” (Lane i. I) sttri it fonni ■ ctesft luceeilsnEuin for tme of ibe uncldtncst wticlet 
of cisiliMtion, the sponip:. it i* oted io rvciy Hammim owl if (or duiiltl be) thrown »w«r 


■ftlCT Uit* 

■ Arab. “Shinfi” a ««»c *aeif,« "pinnjr-bjgj’ • net 


nnpatod vdtli cuch artidc. 
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obey*” answered Utis al'Wujud. Then he bade the hermit 
farewell after the holy man had prayed for him; and, betaking 
himself to the sole of ^e valley, did as his adviser had couiiEclled 
him; made the sack, bwiched it upon the water, and pushed from 
sboit. Then there arose a wind, wbidi drave him out to sea, till 
he was lost to the eremite's view; and he ceased not to float over 
the abysses of the nocean, one biUow tossing him up and anothtr 
bearing him down {and he beholding dm while the dangers and 
mar\'cl» of the deep), for the space of dirce days. At the end of 
that time Fate cast him upon the Mount of the Bereft Mother, 
where he landed, giddy and tottering like a chick unfledged, and 
at the last of his strong for hunger and thirst; but, findb’ng there 
streams flowing and birds on the branches cooing and fruit-laden 
trees in dusters and singly growing, he ate of the fruits and drank 
of the rills. Thm he walked on till he saw some white thing afar 
off, and making for it, found that it was a strongly fortified casde. 
So he went up to the gate and seeing it locked, sat down by it; 
and there he sat for three day's when behold, the gate opened and 
an eunuch came out, who finding Unsal'Wujud there seated, said 
to him, “Whence earnest thou and who brought thee hither?” 
Quoth he, “From Ispahan and J was voyaging with merchandise 
when my ship was wrecked and the waves cast me upon the farther 
side of this isiand." Whereupon the eunuch wept and embraced 
him, sa)'ing, "Allah preserve Acc, O thou friendly faoel Ispahan 
is mine own country and ! have there a cousin, the daughter of my 
father's brother, whom I Wed from my childhood and cherished 
with fond affcaion; but a people stronger than we fell upon us in 
foray and taking me among other booty, cut off niy yard'' and sold 
me for a castrato, whilst I was yet a lad: and this is how 1 came to 

be in such case,"-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


* The cimu^h telt^ hint th^iE lie h aoc ■ "‘Sonda^r^—ptie whn« penb 4 fid tstet m ws- 
mo'mi J ind E:DTi$«4jMvnLfy the hStfjheat Vitiuoi. There art mBuy ways of making the Caatr-l- 
to; In Kime fai hec^) cmly the |>eni* U remtivui, in ndlera the tca^ss me bruiicsj or tul off; 
hot m aU ciHrt ihir flfti m Bl pwion rsittuIiUi for in maiifc unlLkc otliEf uiiinidj, xht/w 
iTKmrf U the brftln. The atiary lif ,^^bei&^d |fravef thiu Juvenjil rkridoi ilw idea (if tnaiTied 
etieuj:h4 aivd yet almsdriaJI th™ miun-atihiiv^ with whenti they ^etj« thcmanlfakl 
plaiiir; df ia pitift Ufe [mniliirhattmi^ mboilkni, Imimimnn, fetlillJS-^e^TOK, 

ttci), pll ihcT injure the vcncrcat orgAsm. Sijdi waj the account onct giycft ru me by « 
(cunnth^t wife; aivd I JifteJ hudly uy that like her conEfrttrr, wiu to Iw patretL At diP 
cntical mmneni ufn Ijttk (jUiow f« licr hysband bite wfw gdierwiaa wcnjjd 

b>ve torn her cheek# w hreuti. 
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m^tn It bag ttir Zhttt i*?iinljreli am fecbcntp-gLxtf) Mi^U 

She said, It tiath reached me, O axispicious King, that the eunuch 
who came forth from th£ castle, where Rosedn*Hood was cantoed, 
told Uas al-Wujud ail his t^e and 'aid:—raiders who 
captured me cut off my yard and sold me tor a castrato: and this 
is bow I came co be in such case.”^ And after fluting him and 
wishing him long life, the eunuch carried him into the courtyard of 
the castle, whert be^awa great cant of water, surrounded by trees, 
on whose branches hung cages of siK^nr, with doors of gdid^ and 
therein birds were warbling and singing die praises of the Re^ 
qujting King. And w^hen he came to the first cage he looked in 
and lot a turtle do^■e^ on seeing him, raised her voice and cried 
out, saying* ''O Tl\ou Bounty-fraught r* Whereat he fell do%»n 
fainting and after coming to himself, he sighed heavily and recited 
these couplets, 

“O tujtJe dove, like me arc thou di^tmught? * Then pniy the Lord and 
sing *0 Bounty'fra.ughtr 

Wcxild I knew an thy moiui were lietr of igy, * Or cry of love-desire tn 
heart inwrought,— 

An moan thmi pining for a Icrvcr gone • Who Jeft thee woe begone to pine 
in thought,— 

Or if like me ha^ lo^ thy fondest friciid, * And severaiice; long dexii^ [q 
mcmtiry hrou^? 

O Allah, guard a faithful lovcr'^ lot • I will riot leave her though my honca 
go rotr 

Then, after ending his verses* he fainted again; and, presently 
reviving he went on to the second cage, wherein he found a ring-^ 
dove* "Mien it saw hito it sang out, “O Eternal, 1 thank thee!'* 
and he groaned and recited these couplets, 

“I heard a ringdove ohantin£ p(jincfvc!>% * 1 thank Thee, O EtemaJ for 
this jniscryr 

Haply* perchance, may AJIaJii of Hi* grace, Send me by this long round 
my love to see. 

Full oft® she comes with hotseyed lipa dark red, ^ And heaps up lowe upon 
love a ardency. 


* In rci! Ii^c the eunuch, tu a mlc, iroidt all aUiimon to hu misformnE:, iichough ilie 
iUta -ntU ofitEi dcKiitK hU bclnf Kid tnerrily eiwiugh, 

^Thc viaa art in dfMipUnii The rinj^diwe thiiftlEt the Lord for her ihh f) ■oJwng 
in di^ bdy niAftyrd^ af Iovb- 
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Qtiodi I (whik bnging fira flame liigH md flcicc • In hcut^ Aru! waxdng 
vitality^ 

And ixaxv tike gouts of blood go lailtng^ down * In torrenia ov^ checks 
now paic of blee), 

^Kanc e'er trod earth that was ni3t bom to woe, * But I will patient dree 
nune aguny^ 

So help me Allah! tiU that happy day * Whezt with tny mistre^i I 

smll be: 

Then will I gpend my good m lover-wights, • Who’re csf my tribe and of 
the faith of me^ 

And loose the very bird3 from >aJ set • And chimge my grief for 
gladdest gree and gke!'" 

Thim he went on to the third wherein he found a mocking' 
bird^ whidi^ w^hen it saw him^ $ec up a song, and he redied the 
foUerwing couplets, 

'^Pleascth me yon Ha^Sr of mocHng itrain • T-^ kr voice of lover pained 
hy love in vain. 

Wo&'^ me for lovers! Ah bow many men • By nights and pine and paa^ 
rion bw are lain! 

As though by stress of tove they had hetti made * Mnm-le^ and deepde^ 
hy thdr pain and bane. 

When I went daft for hitn who conquered me * And pined for him who 
proved of prouden strain^ 

My tears in scocan^ down trickled and 1 oded * *Thcse tmig'tinkt team 
bind like an adamant'diain :" 

Crew conctipisccncc, severance long, and I • Lost Patience" hoards and 
grief wsoced sovereign: 

If Justice bide in world and me unite * Wiih hhn I love and Allah veil tia 
deign, 

ni strip my cloches that he my form ahall right • With partiiig, distance, 
griefs hjw poor of plight!” 

Then he went to the fourth cage, w/here he found a Bulbul® which^ 
at sight of him, began to sway to and fro and ring its plaintive 
c^scant; and when he lieard its compkmt^ he burst into tears and 
repeated these coupLets^ 

'"The BulbuVs noce, whenaa dawn is nigh^ • Tells the bver from soraina of 
stnngs to fly: 

Compkincth for pasriem Una al-'W^jud, • For pine that would being bp 
turn deny. 


^ Arsh. " Hozfr: '" 1 have cxplAinEd it mcffnini; [the liird k E}>c]tuB.n£i (iDn^). 

■ The Bulbul'* liBil hil day «fith um hur he dep^rred wifh Tommy Moore- W* uiu^y 
Etu^Udt the wefd but It » k klad oI aKiilsc or hittehEr-blrd {Lmius 

Licb,). 
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How many a ctiaiR do vtt lusir, ^'bc« found * * Softenji «UtR« and thz tock 
can mollify; 

Apil the bi er s f of monung that j&pcaka * Of tncaiicwi in flfroy rW 

greenery. 

Ani! temts ^nd founda m the imrnirig-tide * Of birdi and zephyrs in fra- 
gnuace vicL 

But 1 think of one; of an friend^ * And tears tail like tarn fmci a 
ihowejy akyt 

And the flamy tongues in tny brtraat upri^ * As snirks fmen gleed that in 
dadc air fly» 

Allah deign vouchsafe to a lover dismugh^ * SomaJay the face of his dear 
to desoy! 

For lovm, indeed, no excuse is dear* • Save einjfie of aight amJ cxi;aific 
of eyt" 


Then he waJked on i little and tame to i goodly cage, tiian which 
wafi no goodlier theite, and in it a culver of the forest, that is to say, 
a wood-pigeon,* the bird renowned among birds as the minstrel of 
love-longing, with a collar of jewels about its neck marvellous fine 
and fair. He considered it awhile and, seeing it absently brooding 
in its cage, he shed tears and repeated these ccruplets, 

‘“O cuJvcr of copse,* 'widi ubnu I greets * O brother of lovers who woe 
muse weet! 

I Idvc a. gaJsdle who t$ * Wlioae ghiiees for keouiess the 

scymitar beat: 

For her love are my heart aod my vimls a-fiie, * And my frame consmnea 
tn loves fevET'heat. 

The sw^t taste of food is unlawful for met * And forbidden is slumber, 
unlawfullest sweet 

Fndutance and K^ce have traveHod from me, * And tovc homes in my 
heart and gnef tabes £nn seat: 

How shall life deal joy when they flee my • Who are joy and giadness 
and life and sprite?" 

Assoon asUns aI-Wu|ud had ended bis verse,--^And Sbahrazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


* The •'Hamim " u i Ntu c^mmUM tn AwbJt poetry- I hw nodeca the world-wlde 
Kverence (or ihe pspeon ind the iaesmsdnn tJ the Third Putuu ef the Htttdit Triiid 
(Slu«a),4s ^'Kapoteshwan (Kaj»tviilnrEra>’'=p(B««t nr dovc^ (PilBrini««e iii. J1S>, 

* Artit "Hamim iJ-Ayt” htr. Payne’* rtrtdeririB » *0 Imppy th*r we must eitlw tak* 
ll iWnn hint or do «wse- 
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CBticn it t&a«r ti)£ IClirtt SDniibreto atib i^rbcntp'^eUtntti ^tgti. 

She said, !t hath reached roe, O auspidous King, that as soon as 
Uns al'Wujud had ended his verse, the wood'culver awoke from 
its brooding and cooed a reply to his lines and shrilled and trilled 
with its thnlling notes till it all but spake with human speech;^ 
and the tongue of the case talked for it and redted these 
couplets, 

"O lorver, thou bhngeat to thought a dde * * When the stresgth of my youth 
£r» faded and diedi 

And a tiiend of whose farm 1 was 'iiamoiii^. * Seductive and dighc with 
beauty's pride; 

Whose voice, as he sat cm the ^dhill'trve, * From the MayV eweet sound 
turned my heart aside; 

A fou'ler fiiared him m net, the while * ‘O that man would leave me at 
large!* he cried: 

I had kuped he might somewhat of mercy show * When a haplw lover 
he $a espied; 

But Allah smite him who tore me ati’ay. ^ In his hardness of heart, fram 
my lover's side; 

But aye my desire for him grmweth aiore, * And my heart with the fires of 
^juactum ifi fried; 

Allah guard a true lover, who strives with love, • And hath borne the tor¬ 
ments 1 still abide! 

And, seeing me boiuid in this cage, with mind * Of ruth, release me my 
la«‘e to find" 

Then Uns al-Wujud turned to his compiuiion, the Ispahahi, and 
said, “What palace is this? Who built it and who abideth in it?" 
Quoth the eunuch, “The Wazir of a certain King built it to ^ard 
hisdaughter, fearing for her theaccidents of Time and the incidents 
of Fortune, and lodged her herein, her and her attendants; nor do 
we open it save once in every y^r, when their provision cometh to 
them." And Uns al'Wujud said to liimself, '‘I have gained my 
end, though I may have long to wait." Such was his case; but as 


^ AH pcoplti- trunsliEc tlic df binlB with hdttiftn IctASUAgc; I haw 

ncncc^i the'^rcnaacii dafe" wjd!dy» TTic pfigedra ctica, ''Allah! AUah !"* tht ikirr-e *" Kiirimf 
T^ww4'* (BoundJiJ, ParlftJicf!) iKe ICici dr “Mdn lak^i aalam” (whd ii 

wTcnt 3* aafej ye? always betray* Itielf by In lay of " Kai-ta*' &nd laady riit cock 

*lliih ya ii Raincmbcr, nr uke ihc njime of Ailithn. yc 

the DcrviihV real pipe, lyeniiQj of tjw Hghiaff ■hdenc bver <j,#„ the atml 
parted &t>m tht Creator) to famid by the and Sir SVEUain Jana. 



Uks al'Wujud and the Wazui's Dauchtsr. jt 

regards Rose-in'Hood, of a truth she took no pleasure in eating or 
d rinkin g, sitting or sleeping; but her desire and passion and dis^ 
traction redoubled on her, and she went wandering about the 
castle'corners, but could End no issue; wherefore she shed tears 
and recited these couplets, 

"The)' have crueily ta'm ae from him, my hdoved, • And made me tarte 
anguish in prison ta'en: 

They have fired Diy heart with the fiames of Icrvc, * Barred all eight of him 
whom tjD see I'm fain; 

In a lofty paiiice chi:)' prisoned me * On a mountain, placed in the middlr 
main 

If they'd have rac forget him, right vain's their wish, • For my Iove (s grown 
of a stronger strain. 

Mow ran I forget him whtise face wus cause * Of alt 1 sufi'er, of all I 'plaint 
The whole of my days tn Aotiow's spent, * And in dioughi of him tJumigh 
the night Tci laiiL 

RemembranijC of him cheers my solitude, * While I lorn of his presence 
and lone mnain 

Would 1 knew if, after this all, my fate • To oblige the desire of my heart 
will deign." 

When her verses were ended, she ascended to the terrace-roof of 
the casclc after donning her richest clothes and trinkets and 
throwing a necklace of jewels around her neck. Then binding 
together some drtssrs of Ba'aJhak’ stuff by way of rope, she tied 
them to the crenelles and let herself down thereby to the ground. 
And she fai'ed cn over wastes and waterless wilds, till she came to 
the shore, w-hcre she saw- a fisherman plying here and there over the 
sea, for the wind had driven him on to the island, When he saw 
her, he was affrighted’ and pushed off again, flying from her; but 
she cried out and made pressing signs to him to return, versifying 
with these couplets, 

“O fiahcnniui no care hast tiiou lo fear, • I'm but an earth-bom maid in 
monal sphere; 

I pray thee finger and my prayer grant • And to my true unhappy tale 
give ear; 


* B4'albak''Bii'aJ fthe God>-dty (bei la Coptie and inrient Ei^rian}, Such, « IcMt, 
n the populiir derive gon whldi ■inita a better. Ma doth hai t«en made thcTE Mue the 
Kiail nitie rsf Reliant roblx** haerten a* the " Harfitrh " )<!(riled 11 aver old 

KdlopaUi-’' 

•Th'tnicin® her to be ■ Jinn or Ghul In the ih^pc of * fair mrmflni Tbii iVnib ii m atntngo 
mttmt with chc Eosliiifa ami hc:lt Ura*Ei mih truth- 
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Pity (sa Allah Rpa» thaci) v^Mnest lovei • Say, hast thoM i«s3 hmi—my 
moved fcrc? 

1 love z lovely youth wbo^ face cxccb * * Su»ijg!hi:i and mom when 

ckarcse d^: 

The fiwQ, that sees his glanec, is fain to ay * T am bis tkrzil' aid own 
hnnself no peer: 

Beauty hath writlca, on tu* winsome dicek, * Rare lines of pregnant kuk 
for every seer; 

Who sighis the light of kive his aoul is mved; * Who strays is In£de] to del! 
aireor; 

An thou in mercy show his sight, O raref' • Thou shalt have evoy wislv the 
dearest dcar^ 

Of rubies and what Itbcst are lo ihrai * Fresh p^ajis and unions new, the 

ecishdrs tear: 

My friend, thou wOt foriure grant my desire • Whcee heart is indted in 
love's hottest hizL' 


When the fisherman heard her words, he w^t and made moan 
and lamented; then, recalling what had betided hirnself in the 
days of his youths when love liad the mastery over him and long¬ 
ing and desire and distraction were sore upon him and the fires of 
passion consiiined him, replied with these couplets, 

**What fair eacuse is this my pining plight, * With wsstjed limbi aud tears' 
blight; 

And eyelids open in the oigUtiy murk, * And heart like firwtieJe* ready 
fire to smites 

Indeed love burdened us in early youth, * And true from fabe coin soon 
wc leanied afight; 

Then did we sdJ Our soul on way of love, • And drunk of many a wdl* W 
win her sight- 

Venturing very life to gain her grace* ♦ And moke high pmfit periUing a 
mite 

Tia Love's icygicm whoso with life • Hia lover a grace, with higheat 
gain if dighe^ 

And when be ended hm verse, he moored his boat to the brach and 
said to her, ‘*Embaxk, so may I carry thee whither thou wilt,” 


^ Atfkb. "Habbail l'^ {aiood nc "Kabbfl*^ (TiiJir ^ood (J t » “'Hmhbi hibld'^ ho» deir 

* Arab. "Sna,” ind ‘ISndfib**' di t fijnncs nf ibc two sikki^ uiipsr and lottcr^kord wd h/i, 
by which firr wm kmiilid MrtK Eint inJ ttad wm known. VV« firwi U in AJ^Harirt (Ait 
of Hiny “ ti& ttPic Boughc fite frani my fiiMCick from m&MMm firMdckl lod 

filled,^' S« Night ikedii. 

■ Anb, Ntcik** j-c, mivdUd faruit wUe. 
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Thereupon she embarked and he put off with her; but they had 
not gone far from land, before there came out a stem'wind upon 
the Boat and drove it swiftly out of sight of shore. Now the 
{isherman knew not whither he went, and the strong wind blew 
without ceasing three days, when it fell by leave of Allah Ai- 
mi^ty, and they sailed on and ceased not sailing till they came in 
sight of a city sitting upon the sea-shore,-And Shahrazad per¬ 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Silicn it tsatf tbt l^tuibrel) anh Syehcntp-fightti 


She said, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when the 
hsherman’s craft, carrying Rose-in-nood, made the city sitting 
upon the sea-shore, the man set about making fast to the land. 
Now the King of the city was a Prince of pith and puissance 
named Dirbas, the Uon; and he chanced at that moment to be 
seated, with his son, at a window in the royal palace giving upon 
die sea; and happening to look out seawards, they saw the ushing- 
boat make the land. They observed it narrowly and esp ied therein 
a young lady, as she were the full moon overhanging the h orison- 
edge, with pendants in her ears of costly balassrubies and a collar 
of precious stones about her throat. Hereby the King knew that 
this must indeed be die daughter of some King or great noble and. 
going fordi of the sea-gate of the palace, went down to the boat, 
where he found the mdy asleep and the fisherman busied in 
making fast to shore. So be went up to htir and aroused her, 
whereupon she awoke, weeping; and he ai^ed her. Whence 
comest thou and whose daughter art thou and what be the cause 
of diy coming hither?**; and she answered, * I am the daughter 
of Ibrahim, WazirtoKing Sharaikh; and the manner of ra); coming 
hither ts wondrous and the cause thereof ma^elkius. And 
^e told him her whole story first and last, hiding naught from 
him: then she groaned aloud and recited these couplets. 


**Tc4r-dn>ps Have chafed mine eydids and tail down in wcmdnoiis wise, 
• For partm^ pain that fills my sprite and tuma to ipnngs mine eyes. 
For eakc of friend who ewer dwcUs witbin my vitals bamed. * And 1 may 
never win tny wish of him in any guw. 

Me hadi a favemr fair and bright, and brilltant is hts fa«, * Which every 
Turk and Amb wi^t in lovdirwa* outvies: - . * * j 

The Sun and fullest Moon lout low whenas ha channe they sight, And 
lover^litfi tlicy bend to him whime er be rtsic- 
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A vondrcm ipcU of Rramaryc like Kohl bcdockft his eync, • And Ace 
how shaft on soing nmdc ready cnz it (lies; 

O thou, to whom I told my tae|>ficxing jJl excuse, • Pfty a lover'Wight 
for whom Ixjve^siufts sudi fate dcruiscl 
Verily, Iwe ha A caat me on your coast despite of me • Of will now weak, 
and fain I trust mine honour Aou wilt prtic: 

For noble men, wheniLs p^rcliance alight upon their houmk, • Gnee-worAy 
guestSi confess thHr worA and raisf to 
Theti, O thou hq>e of nusi to Iovot foQy veil afford * And be to Aem 
irunion cause, Aou only liefest lord!'' 

And whoa $he had ended her verses^ she again told Ae King her 
sad tale and shed pledtetms tears and redt^ these couplets bear' 
ihg on her case, 

“ Wc lived till saw we all Ae marvets Lcwc can bear; * Each man A to Aee 
hope shall fare as Rajab' fares 

Is it not w'ondrous, when 1 fia%v them march imorti * That I wiA watET 
o’ eyes A hearc lit flames that Oarc? 

That the^ luine eyelids min faat dropping gouts of blood? • That now my 
Aeek grow'S gold where rose and hly were? 

As Aough Ac saJflow'cr hue, that overspread my Aeeks, * Were Josephs 
coat made of lying bbod to wear” 

Now when the King heard her words he was certAed of her love 
and longing and was moved to ruth for her; sd he said to her^ 
“Fear nochhi^ and be not troubled; Aou hast come to Ae term of 
Ay wiAes; tor there is no help but Aat I win for Aee Ay will 
and bring Aee to Ay desire/* And he improvised Aesc couplets, 

"*'Daut;htcr of Mbles, wki dtinc aim shalt gain: * Hear gladdest news nor 
fear aught hurt or band 

Tliifl day HI pack up waJii 4 and send it rni * To Shamtich, guarded by a 
champkin- train: 

Fresh pocb of musk TU send liim and brocades, ^ And ialvcr white and gold 
of yellow veint 

Yes, and a tettm Anil inform him elc^ * That [ of kinship wrA Ait King am 
fain: 


* l!t,= "^irtarsbiriinFvs i'* h \% ih£ 4^anrh Itmar mnnA nail *tjll i^aJktl 

Khudl'" (Gffll'j munch) by eKc Peftiani bcc^Bie in fn^-I^omidc lima k formed with 
NiuliAmm (w in itx fttItEi Saftr), Zu A Jinil A {Nov 1^ S ?, 1 -I vnj. O) 

the yc^f po-cf, dtiriag wlu A 1 nidn nught nnt kill hii ftf her'i muerfs^cf ■ The idea mu 
havtf taken deep rtmt^ at Arih hinrory reccjirdi only bx '^mplcmi raeriicgioys) wan/* 
dijwpi tr Th c Uw Kumt^ed Rt compdM JI with fkr Treuga Iki i mice ol" GckI j d bcvph- 
yenn pacealAhljahed abnut A.D. l€32, by a BiEhap of Af|mcainc: and fbUnwed m A.D. 
ms by the Pkx k^a {RnyftJ Pact) under taarn Vl!l. ijf Fruiex. Thb compdkd the 
tdAdouc of a murdmd lam tqi keep iLe pcMx for forcy diira afttt die offence wm com* 
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And 1 this day will lend d:«c aid, * That all thmi covctcst thy aoiil 

assain. 

1, (Wt have tasted tnve aixi knpw its taste * And cx£u$c whoeD the same 
cup draia"^ 

Then, ending his verse, he went forth to his troops and summoned 
his Wa£tr; and, causing him to pek up coimtless treasure, coni' 
manded him carry it to King Shamikh and say to him, “Needs 
must thou send me a person named Uxis aiAVujud;" and say 
moreover “The King is minded tc ally himself with tibee by marry 
ing his daughter to Uns al'Wujud, thme oiheer. So there is no 
help but thou despatch him to me, that the marriage may he 
solemnised in her father s kingdom.” And he wrote a lett^ to 
King Shamikh to this effect, and gave it to the Minister, charging 
him smaly to bring back Uns alAYujud and warning him, “An 
thou fail ^ou shalt be dq^sed and degraded.” Answerntd the 
Wazir, “I hear and ohey;*^ and, setting out forthright with the 
treasures, in due course arrived at the court of King Shamikh 
whom he saluted in the name of King Dirbas and deli%'ered the 
letter and the pr^ents. Now Tvhen Kmg Shamikh read the letter 
and saw' the name of Uns al'Wufud, be burst into tears and said to 
the Waiir “And where, oh where, is Uns al'Wujud?! be went 
from ue and we know not his place of abiding! only bring him tn 
me, and 1 wilt give thee double the presents thou hast brought 
me.” And he wept and groaned and lamented, saying these 
couplets, 


■'To me rcstopc my dear; 
Nor enve 1 gifie of peark 
He V 39 to tu a moon 
Passing tn form and soul; 
Hia form a wtlJQW'W'anO, 
But willow lacketh power 
t reared him from a babe 
And now t maum for Him 


I warn not ^vaidt untold: 

Or gems or store of gold: 
fn heavenly fold, 

With roe Hunpan: withhold! 
His fmit. lures manifold; 
Men's hearts to have and bold. 
On oot uf ctoring mlTtl; 

With woe in soul ensoul'd.'’ 


Then, turning to the Waiir who had brought the pnsents and the 
missive, he said, “Go back to thy liege and acquaint him that Uns 
al'Wujud hath been mi^ng this year past, and his lord knoweth 


‘ His Majesty wrote J rfeeSKt- He i s better at STTf^ne, ana hi* iwwsre was * trirft 
bcetuitc IUK>.ii».Hi>u(J hud huti that at home thm special obatadca to the 
manii4^ 
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not whither he is gone nor bath any tidings of him,** Answered tbc 
Minister of King Dirb^ “O my lord, my master said to mej 
‘An thou fail to bring him back, &oii ahalt be degraded from the 
Waiiratc and sbalt not enter my dty. How then can 1 return 
without him?'" So King Shamikh said ter his Wazir Ibrahim, 
"Take a company and go with him and make ye s^ch for Uns 
al'Wujud everywhere.” He replied, “Hearkening and obedience;'” 
and, taking a body of his own retainers, set out accompanied by 

the Waiir of King Dirbas seeking Uns al'Wujud.-And Shah- 

lajmd perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 

liElbrn ft hiaf tb? tCIjree Ibunbrch anh ^ebentp-nintb 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that Ibrahim, 
Waeir to King Shamikh, took him a body of his retainers and, 
accompanied by the Minister of King Dirbas, set out seeking Uns 
al'Wujud. And as often as they fell in with wild Arabs or others 
they asked of the youth, saying, ‘Tdl us have ye seen a man 
whose name b so and so and his semblance thus and thus?" But 
they all answered, ”Wc know him not,” Still th^ continued 
thdr quest, enquiring in dty and hamlet and seeking in fertile 
plain and stony hall and in the wild and in the wold, till they 
made the Mountain of the Bereaved Mother; and the Wadr of 
King Dirbw said to Ibrahim, “Why is this mountain thus called?" 
He answered, “Once of old time, here sojourned a Jinniyah, of the 
Jinn of China, who bved a mortd with passionate love; and, being 
in fear of her life from her own people, searched all the earth over 
for a place, where she might hide him from them, till shehapp^ed 
on this mountain and, £ndmg it cut off from both men and Jitm, 
there being no access to it, carried off her beloved and lodged hm 
therein. TTiere, when iihe could escape notice of her kith and kin, 
she used privily to visit him, and continued so doing till she had 
borne him a number of children: and the merchants, sailing by 
the mountain, in thdr voyages over the main, h^rd the weroing 
of the ^Idrm, as it were the wailing of a woman bereft of her 
babes, and said, ‘la there here a mother bereaved of her tMdren?’ 
For which reason the place was named the Mountain of the 
Bereaved Mother." And the Warir of King Dirbas marvelled at 
his words. Then they landed and, making for the casde, knocked 
at the gate which was opened to them by an ctmuch, who knew 
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the Waair Ibrahim and kissed his hands. The Minister entered 
and found in the courtyaidt among thcserving'inen, a Fakir, which 
was Uns al-Wuiud, but he knew him not and said, ‘"\^ence 
ccmcth yonder wight?” Quoth they. “He is a merchant, who 
haA lost his goods, but sav^ himself; and he is an ecstatic.'’^ So 
the Waair left him and went on into the castle, where he found 
no trace of his daughter and questioned her women, who an¬ 
swered, *'Wc wot not how or w'hither she went; this pbce mis' 
liked her and she tarried in it but a short dmc." Whereupon he 
wept sore and repeated these couplets, 


“■‘Ho choil, the house, whose birds were dnging giy, * Whose alls tHdr 
wcal^ and pride were wont display'! 

Till dw lover wailing for hi* Jove, • And found thy doors wide open to 


fJic VLriAy* 

Would Kcavm I bi«w where » my soul that eist • Was homed in houat. 


wh(»e owners fared away! 

Tw?* stored with ail things bright and beautiful, * And ahowed its porters 

ranged in fair anayr ■ j, ,l 

Theg clothed it with brocades a bndc beccmei* * Would 1 knew vduther 

went Its loids, ah, say!** 


After ending his verses he again shed tears, and groaned and 
bemoaned himself, exclaiming, 'There is no deliverance from me 
destitiy decreed by AlUbt dot is there any escape from tmt whjch 
He hath predestinedl*' Tlien he went up to the loof and found 
the strips of Ba'albak stuff tied to the crenelles and han^ dowtt 
to the ground, and thus it was he knew that she bad descended 


• Arab. ''M«i«ib"-diann, sttntcMd (Uierafly), tin? pvpv^r for one sbswb^n 
Uw cwitcffiphno» of rbc Deiiy. d»i* proces ilic if W quit the 

leaving cbe Utter iurapciwbJc Jbr Its actJonB. 1 fememSMT • «^al Iwii* e^d la a 
vUUge near Tw.b l*T wjr ^ •wbknly etartod up from hu snt in • 0^ 

e«ii« tniL in ut o teiKO of aMiaU crowd of people, had ronnKtion ^nth i ihe^lMy, lUe 
wpportero of tbe holy mu. Jed««J that tb= d«d -« p*«f j^ave of fes 
hi^^ i fatat thereliero Unrd fdUaii, Moslcmt VoltslnMfli, »ho had dieir doubo a^ hdd 
that t)ic reverend m« had » stted "for the gaUcry." A iHt^f st^ « toW with due 
Toerve by the lacr Abbe Homlltna In hit bot* on the T>i=re ore throe 

iSrifian* of the Sufis? U) Moklmin, the etanonane*; (21 SJMtn. the ^.eller*, « 
gKMVcs, and «) Wiailin, thiwe who rach the d»fed And No. 2 hju two elatw 
the SdOhd-nuMb, <wie progressiBir io Divine I^ve? and the other, who has made gretleT 
tliF tii^ 251). a i-ir “ 

1 Amh. ^'Sutiduip'* % kind of boMik Ibw Ur bttitm, ti> 6$ufe deit^)p ^ ^ 

l.igh with gold alvw. The id« !i fisur-cvc 

tt^de with line^, Bke the Ka'abah, the - Bride of Meseai." The "bids ineaaa 
■hnpTy tfae loift giri. 
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thence and had fled forth* one distracted and demented with 
desire and passion. Prcsendj% he turned and seeing there two 
birds, a gDr'Orow and an owl be justly deemed dus an omen of ill; 
so be groan^ and recited these conplets, 

camE to tay dear friends’ doer, of my Kopca due goal. * Wtirae right mote 
assuLLge my sorrow and woes of wd : 

No fncniis ftnind I there, nor was there ^nodirE thing * To find, save 4 
corfaj'Ctow ard an iil-omencd owL 

And the Migue o” the ewe to me seemed feo say^ ^Indeed * This parting twti 
Impels fond wax cnic! and foul! 

So taste thou the sorrow thou madest them tadite and bve * In grief: wend 
thy wayi and miw m thy sorrow pnowil* ” 

Tlwn he descended from the castle'roof, weeping, and bade the 
servants fare forth and search the mount for their mistress; so 
they sought for her, but found her not. Such was their case; but 
as legards Uns abWafud, when he was certified diat RosenJvHpod 
was indeed gone, he cried with a great cry and fell down in a 
fainting'fit, nor came to himself for a long time, whilst the folk 
deemed that his spirit had been withdrawn by die Compassiotiut* 
ing One; and that he was absorbed in contemplation of the 
splendour, majesty and beauty of the Requiting One. Then, 
despairing of finding Uns alAVujud, and seeing that the Waxir 
Ibrahim was distracted lor the lo^ of his daughter, the Minister 
of King Dirbas addressed himsdf to return to his own comtty, 
alhdt he had not attained the object of journey, and while 
bidding his companion adieu, said to him, “'I have a mind to take 
the Fakir with me; it may be Allah Almighty will incline the 
King's heart to me by his bitesine, for that he is a holy man; and 
thereafter, I will send him to Isp^an, whitJi is near OUT country. 
"Do as diou wilt," answered IhraKim. So they took leave of pch 
other and departed, each for his own mother knd, the Wadr of 

King Dirbas carrying with him Uns al-Wujtid,-And Shahra' 

sad perceived the dawn of day and cca^ to say her permitted say. 


Sihen tl toaa thr ITbrrr Hf^unbrrli atiD Cigbrittii ilight. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Wazir 
of King Dirbas carried with him Uns al-Wunid who was stifl 
insensible. They bore him with them on mule-back (he unknow¬ 
ing if he were carried or not) for dirte days, when be came to 
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himseU and said* “Where am I?" "Thou art in company with 
the Minister of King Dirbas," replied they and went and gave 
news of his recovering to the Wazir, who sent him rosoAvatcr and 
^erbct of sugar* of which they gave him to drink and restored 
him. Then they ceased nett faring on till they drew near I^g 
Dirbas^s capital and the King, being advised of his Wazir s coming, 
wrote to him, saying, "If Uns al'Wujud be not with thee, come 
not to me c\'cr." Now when the Wartir read the royal mandate, 
it was griev'ous to him, for he knew not that RjusC''in'Hood 
was with the King, nor why he had been sent in quest of Uns 
d'Wujud, nor the King's reason for desiring the alliance; w'hilst 
Uns ^'Wujud also knew not whither they were bearing him or 
that the Wazir had [jcen sent in quest of liim; nor did the Waxir 
know that the Fakir he had with him was Uns al'Wujud himsdf. 
And when die Minister saw that the sick man was whole, he said 
to him, “1 was despatched by the King on an errand, whidr I liavc 
nor hem able to accomplish. So, when he heard of my return, be 
wrote to me, saying, ‘Except thou have fulfilled my need enter 

not my city..And what is the King's need?" a^ed UtK al' 

Wujud. So the Wash* told him the whole tale, and he said, "Fear 
nothing, but go boldly to the King and take me with thee; and I 
will be surety to thee for the coming of Uns al'^Vufud. Ac this 
the Warir rejoiced and cried, "Ls this true which thou sayest?" 
"Yes," replied he; whcrctiptin the Warir mounted and carried 
him to King Dirbas who, after receiving their salutations said to 
him, "Where is Uns alAVufud?" Answered the young man, “O 
King, I know where he is.’ So the King called him to him and 
saii* “Where?" Returned Uns alAVujud, “He is near-hand and 
very near; but tell me wliat thou wouldst with him, and 1 will 
fetch him into thy presence." The King replied, "With joy and 
good grrct but the ciise calletb fof privacy. So be Ofixlercd the 
folk to withdraw and, carrying Uns al-Wujud into Jus cabinet, 
told him the whole story; wliereupon quoth the youth. "Robe me 
in rich raiment, and I will forthright bring Uns al'Wujud to thee. 
So they brought him a sumptuous dress, and he donned it and 
said, "I am Uns alAVujud, die WorU’s Dehght. and to the oi' 
vious a despite”: and presently he smote with his glances every 
sprite, and began these couplets to redte, 

“My Joved one's name in dicerfcw sditude aye chertclh me * And driviah 
off my deqicnnCK awl long despondency: 
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1 haw no helper^ biii my iota that evcf flow in fount, • And as dwy flew, 
they ti ghte n woe and force toy grief to Hot 
My longing is so vidcnt nau^t like it ere was seen; ♦ My lort'lale is a 
jiurvd and my love a si^t to kc; 

1 spend the night with lids of ej e d»i never dose in deep. • And pass in pa** 
Sion twiat the Hells and Eden* Heav«Uy ... 

I had of patience fairish sture, but now no more liavc 1; • And loves sole 
gift to me hath been ayC'ETOwing misery: * j i • 

My frame is wasted by the pain of parting from my own, • And longing 
changed tny shape and fom and made me other be. _ 

Mine eyelids by my tonenl Uini are chafed, and ukerate, • The teats, whose 
flow to stay is mere imptssibility 

My manly strength is sore impaired for I have lost my heart; • How many 
griefs upon my griefs have 1 been doained U> dree! 

My heart and head are like in age with aimilar hoariness * By loos of 
Beauty's lord.* of lords dm gabxy: 

Despite our vrills they parted us and doomed us p^cd wone, Wnuc they 
(our brds^ dtsire no mure than love in unity. 

Then ah. would Heaven that J wot if stress of parting done. * The world 
will grant me sight of then in union Fain and free— 

Roll up the srrell of Kcmnee which others would unroll— ♦ Efface my 
trouble bv die grace of meeting's jubilee I * * i v 

And shall I sre them homed with me and m cup^ompany, * And ebange 
my mdanchdic mood tor joy and jollityr* 


And when he ended Ids venes the King cried aloud, “By Allah, 
indeed 3 . pftir of Idvct^^ true and fain in Beauty s heB^ven 
of shining stars a twain; your story is wondrous and case 
man'eUous." Then he told him ail that had befallen Ro^m* 
Hood; and Uns al'Wujud said. “Where is she, O King of ^ 
age?" “She is with me now,'* answered Dirbas and, sending for 
the Kasi and the witnesses, drew up the contract of marriage 
between her and him. Then he honoured Uns al-Wujud with 
favours and bounties and sent to King Shaniikh acquainting him 
with what had befallen, whereat this King joy^ with exceeding 
joy and wrote back the following purport, “Since the ceremony 
of contract hath been performed at thy court, ^it behoveth that 
the marriage and its consummation be at mine,*’ Then he made 
ready camels, horses and men and sent them in quest of the 
pair;, and when the embassy reached King Ditbas, he gave the 


* Anh " Afji'*' Tit. eye, a foant, eye of the td.ndscapc^ (■ imile); uid 

here i hdperp ga^rd. Hjinxlinii- 
for iM^t. ihe- 
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bveis much treasure and despatched them to King 
court with a company of his own troops. The day of their arrival 
was a notable never was seen a grander; for the King gathered 
together all the singing'women and players on instruments of 
music and made wedding banquets and held hi^ festival seven 
ebys; and on each day lirc gave largesse to the folk and bestow^ 
on them sumptuous robes of honour. Then Uos ujud went in 
to Rose-m-^Hood and they embraced and sat weeping for exce^ 
of joy and ^dness, w'lul^ she recited these couplets, 

^'Joyance is come, dispfUirtg cuk and cars; * ^Ve are united, mviets nay 

The union blows, enquickening • Fonns, heairs and vitaK fresh 

with fragrant air: ^ ^ . i . a i 

> t - f —;.L * And found us* Saga anu 



Deem not we'« wwping for our stress of grief ; • It is for joy our tare as 



And when the verses were ended, they ag^ embraced and ce^d 
not from their embrace, rill they feU down m a swoon,-—And 
Shahrajad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per' 

mitted say. 

anjtn it taas( tfjc ITfjref ®>unhreb anb €igt)tr-firs( iitutit. 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Una 
al'Wujud and Rose-in-Hood embraced when they foregathered 
and ceased not from their embrace, till they feU down m a swoon 
for the delight of reunion; and when they came to themselves. 
Uns al'Wujud redted these couplets, 

“How lovously sweet are tie nighci that uniH:, • When my dearliug deigns 



*Arab. "FrLkhiwi/ilc““iTi ^lUittcn 

Thfl briile Atici rja A 

biCcEiic, dmmj, ck. 
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To lit iLOnet the 'world 'witii htr favour so fair, • After frown and avctiion 
and mijihty desfight? 

Hath planted her banner Good Fomine for us, • And we drtnlc of Jier cup in 
the puiest ddighE. 

Wc have met and complained of the pitiful Past, * And of nights a full 
many that doomed 11 $ to blight- 

Buc now, O my Udy, the Paat » forgoe; • The Compassionate pardon the 
F^c for untight! 

How sweet is existence, hmv glad ia to bet * This uniosi my paitairtn doth 
on]yindt&'' 

And when he ended bis verses they once more embraced, dpawned 
in the sea of passion* and lay down together in the private apart' 
ment carousing and conversing and quoting \’erEes and tiling 
pleasant tales and anecdotes. On this wise seven days passed 
ot'er them whilst they knew not night from day and it was to them, 
for very stress of gaiety and gladness, pleasure and possesion, as 
if the seven days were but one day with ne'er a morrow. Nor did 
they know the seventh day,* but by the coining of the singers and 
players on instruments of music; whereat Rj^'in-Hood beyond 
measure wondered and imprenfised these couplets, 

'*In of envies' |calouay, at end • Wc haw won al! we hoped of the 
friend: 

■WVvc cTOWFicd ow fneetinK with a dose embrace * On quilts where new 
brocades widt setidil blend; 

On bed of perfumed leather, whkhi the spoSs * Of downy tiinfa luitudously 
difitenJ. 

But I abstain me (tom unneoded wine, * Whm hnney'dew? of lips 
imuskcan lend^ 

Now frofti the fwect$ of imino wc Uiiknow • Time near and fax, if ^low ot 
fast it Wendt 

The seventh ni|;ht hath come and gione, O strange! • How wrent the nights 
never reckt or kenned^ 

Till^ on the seventh wishing joy they said^ * prolong the meet of 

friend with fiieodr^' 


When fihe had finished her son^f, Uns al^Wujud kissed her* more 
than an huiidred and redted these couplets* 


1 Iti Egypt tlie sJifiTtcr "Wncj-.jnwii” li.BET n waV j qn ihc jcventk day (pd^i, callEiJ 
Ai-^kiba'a) bnie mssA bridtii^mtn receive vi^cs mih dil of <^3UfK Lq Kp^ixatc 

apdrtmcntk Tic ^enth cUy fiike the fordcih^ the ead tif and che annivereary> 

k kept fbr Larcks end dtatfiu with ^hitTmahi (periccnctru) of die Konn ”SaySah" famtly 
fadu^uSB and so ftifdL Thn foruclh day cndi the real lianay^macm. See Night 
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•“O <Ut of joys to either Eotct fain? * The loved one came and freed ffrai 
loady paini 

She blc^ me with HI irmer ehaims die fc^; * And companied with uuucr 
grace deep lain' 

She made me dram the wine of love tai 1, * Waa famt with joya her lore 
had made me drain t 

Wc toyed and joyed ami tm eadi ocher lay; * Then fell to wine uid Ksft 
melodious strain: 

And for etcess of pyance nevnH- knew* • How went the <ky and how it came 
again. 

Fair tHI eadi lovers may he. imioo win * And gain of joy hke me the 
‘ampitsc gain; 

Nor weet the of fitvefance^ bitter fruit • And Joys assairi them as they 
ufl assainr 


Then they went forth and distributed to the folk aims and presents 
of money and raiment and rare gifts and other tokens of gener' 
osity; after W'hich Rose'in'Hood bode clear the bath for bei^ and, 
turning to Uns al'W ujud said to him, “‘O cooltb of my eyes, I have 
a m ind to see thee in the Hammaoi, and therein we will be alone 
together.” He joyfuUy consented to this, and she let scent the 
Hammam with all sorts of perfumed woods and essences, and light 
the wax'candles. Then of the excess of her contentment ^ re^ 
cited these couplets. 


"O who d i d g f win my love ld other date • (And Pieaent e*er must speak of 
past estate!; 

And, tA! who art my wle sufficiency, * Nof want I other frienda with me to 

mat^: 

Camir to die Hairanam. O my light of eyes, • And cxitcr Edm through 
Gthmua'ptc! 

Well scent tvich ambergris and aloca^wood * Till fbai the heavy dmida with 

flagrant freight^ . ^ s x-, 

And to die World panion aU her jdns • And sue for merr>' the Com^ 


passionate; 

And I wiU cry* vdim I thee there, 

btesaings on thee wait!' 


* 'Good cheeTp eweet hrve, all 


Whereupon they Rto^ and fared to the bath and took thefr 
pleasure therein; after which they returned to thdr palace 
there abode in the fulness of enjoynient, till there came to them 


* 1 have Jwwd the popokr practice, amfingwE mefl m well *1 womcn^ ^ hin^ thd 
nwm fat fflvaie pirtws aftft in it (hmitit rjic gMiCT pa^ cf tbc day. 

ulc the bach wixUl bdong to the public and k wm i tnert frtak a£ tiie bnilc m batha *ntii 
ber bdde^ruDm. ■Respocwhlc'^pcoplfiElonfii. 

< She spoks in the kst line u like barber « iha brntman. 
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the Destroyer of Ddjghts and the Sunderer of societies; and glory 
be to Him who changeth no; neither censeth, and to whom every' 
thing retumethi And they aiso tdl a tale of 


ABU NOWAS WITH THE THREE BOYS AND THE 
CALIPH HARUN AL-RASHID.* 

Abu Nowas one day shut himself up and, making ready a richly' 
t umislied feast, ctiUected for it meats of all kinds and of ev^ 
colour that lips and tongue can desire. Then lie went forth, to 
seek a minion worthy of such entertainment, saying, ‘■‘‘Allah, my 
Ijord and my Master, I bseedt Thee to send me one who be£ttem 
this banquet and who is lit to carouse with me this day!" Hardly 
had he made an end of speaking when he espied three youths 
handsome and beardless, as they were of the boys of Paradise,* 
differing in complesion but fellows in incomparable beauty; and 
all hearts yearned with desire to the swaying of thdr biding 
shapes, even to what saith the poet, 

“I passed a beardless pair witbouc awnpira * And cried, 'I !w« you, 
you fcrly fair!' 

'MoiKy d?' ^uDfih one: ^uoeh I, "And tavMi too;* • Then said the fair pair, 
'Fere, cat rtatrf afuirit' " 

Now Abu Nowas was given to these joys and loved to sport 
and make merry with fair boys and cull the rose from every 
brightly blooming ch^di, even as saith the bard. 

Full many %. nrverend ShRykli feels Bting of fteitli* * Lov^ shfTw^ 

at PleaAureV depot; 

A‘W3ike» in Mosul^® land of purity^ * And all tbe day djxami only of 
Aleppo,"* 

So he accosted them with the salutation, and they returned his 


* Hera liiq " Aim i ^bd tJhcjr niistly date rhcin^lvntr Of the fwt 

Lint (vd. iL p. S"S €t seq.J pvc« Wy r^entj-r^ amJ twisfern thm la cioks in cliJipr. 
trilL H? c^^taiLi tnmUte Kv^r^ of ifuirt In a woric to be popdkT^ Abu 

NewJU 1i d pefMaii tArafuil^ to ^ Qvtttilfid; ■!! but onilutjpolti^i:^ itudentv ire mJ- 
id«d vYiET iLnccdotct in which kuntme mnd dbomlnadoni flcciir. 

■ Amb, “GWimiti," tbc I hatv* ^ tK? 

■ MpjuI boKitts of ticvcr fiB Yini; bcm pulluii^ wiib idoUtroum wt^hip, an crempdou 
which uwa tn bdnf ti ctmjjaiijm TrTcty modeni pliitr. 

• The Aleppne* wo^tonce tvtiiH.1 for deb*ijdbery 5 iruJ cfae uyittg^ uill Slicloln " 

fibt Chdeiiii}™ the Akppinc b fli felbw 
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greeting with civility and all honour and would have gone their 
Ac^'eral ways, but he stayed them, repeating these couplets, 

“Steer ye your Acpi to none but me * Wlio hith e mine of lustuy;— 
Old wine that efaiiiea with brightest blcc^ Wade by llie monk in inonastciy ’. 
And muctofi'nieat the toothsomese * And birds of all wtnny, 

Then cat of these and drink of those * Old wine* that bring you jollity: 
And have each other, turn {jy turn, • ShampaiinEthismytiKilyouset*^ 

Thereupon the youths were beguiled by bis verses and coniented 

to wislies,-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


It hiaEf tijt ^unhreh anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Abu Nowas beguiled the youths with his verse, they consented to 
his w'ishes, saying, “We hear and obey;" and accompanied him 
to his totting, wdicre they found ah ready that he had set forth 
in his couplets. They sac down and ate and drank and made 
moT)' awhile, after which they appealed to Abu Kowas to decide 
which of them was handsomest of face and shapliest of fomL 
So he pointed to one of them and, having kissed him twice over, 
redted the fchowing ^’etses, 

‘Til ruisom that bcauty-^pot with my aoul; * Whtrea it and wW u a 
tnon’ey'tlcilcT^ 

Praise Him who hairless bath inadc that cheek ♦ And bid Beauty bide in 
that mole, tha t mole!'* 

Then he pointed to another and, kissing his lips, repeated these 
couplets, 

“And leveling weiitth cm hii cheek a mole * Like musk, which virgm 
camphor ne'er let* off ii: 

My peepers marvel siirb a contrast seeing; • And cried the Mole to me. 
'Now bless the Prophet.' 


’ Mr. F[iT"i: «nit* ^ *” Ptniaii bajfi cjiI], in hUf^Tiakijit 

phrAte, " Aliih Takitli," «ieh actiilB wman ritcr he his aetett man, The bMt^wine « 
itill rnidc ia moo«tcri« und the iMftUel Sinai cwivcut i* wwid-fUmM fnt in “Rita 
dl&dltcii htim TALiins- 

■ whjic Adiffcftnec th« b betwrc" ihtm\ .... , 

■ Arxb. ”Sidli ib T-Nabu"' a canmnn pbraK; fncamitg mw ^nly priuc him tu mn the 

cn\ but alisJ wkefi oiw w^jutl imi»K apon t hitiLiltf. Th^ Tmw wiU 

fhii fff r qk by c^iCLJadi^ ” Ai" and conynuc his chatfM. (K%iiniagctl. 173.) 
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Hien he pointed to the third and. after kissing him half a sa>re 
times repeated these crmplets, 

**Mdt£d pure gdd in iilvmi bovl to dram * * Thar ymith, mhos^ fingers wore 
a T^'incy «uin! 

He with the diawers^ served ons cup of wine, ^ And served tis w^miledng 
eyes (Lc twain, 

A Jovding* of the sons of Turfcs,^ i fawn * Whose waist conjoins the double 
Mminu Honavn * 

Could Eve's comipting daughterr* tempt my h&it * Cofiient with two^fold 
lure 'twnuld b£ar the hanc_ 

Unto DiyarM'Bakr (Vmaid-bnd"’) thts one lures; * That lures to two- 
mosqued dtica of ll\c plam.*’* 

Now each of the youths had drunk two cups, and w^hen it came 
to the turn of Abu Nuwas^ he cook the goblet and repeated these 
couplets. 

“Drink tint strong wine ave at the dender dearliAgs hand; * Each like to 
other in alJ gifts the spirit graces 

For wioc can neN-er gladtl^ iopcr*s heart and soul, • Unks& die cup-boy 
show a bright and sparkling face.'' 

Then he drank off his cup and the bow! went round, and when it 
C3jme to Abu Nowas again, joyance got the mastery of hitn and he 
repeated these couplets, 

“For cup-frienth cup succeeding cup asaigiLp * Brimming with gmpe^juicei 
brought in cndle^ hne^ 

By luind of hrowndipped^ B^ucy who h sweet ^ At wake as apple or musk 
finest fine." 

Drink not the wine except from hund of fawn • Whose cheek to kiss is 
sweeter than the wine_*' 

Presently the drink got into his noddle^ drunkenness mastered 
him and he knew not hand frotti head, so that he lolled from 


^ Arxb. “Sukflt** tpliiri cf cupbesrer. our old the pure gdd (dbr) is 

the ambef-cdoqrod ^nc, Eke iht VLoci d'ero of rhe Uhaunt 

* That is, fiir, white Mnd red: Ttirl!fiIiJ!i chca abdewdoi si Baghdid. 

*■ A ndf near iVleccnJi where one of MisItiiiiuiiiedV hEttlci wm* fouaht. The line meant 
hh wtii!: b t [kretd coitncCEcd htoul hKut itiui Ui^c hbd i|uwtecs, 

Arab, “/4uri * which mxy mean eroDkeJ, tlluifin^ ta liic wt£l]-kziQwn rib- 

* A run. Dikr wti. the name o/ the eponyiuiu chief tod k tlw locoiu virgin, « In Abu 
Bakr. 

•Arab. caihcdtilt, any lergc (imi cuTisoquondy vtdciuj) dtr, 

7 Arrh. bclurr rwliced ^ I ^onmyt rnmilftie ^^djrmjuk-lippfld^' towrif 

DtiEr. 

* Sherbet fi^riKtrcd with nmfik of apple to cW the mouLh of “hot cappers.*' 
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side to side in joy and inclined to the youths one and dl, 
anon kissing them and anon embraang thciii leg overI>'ing kg. 
And lie showed no sense of sin or shame, but recited these 
couplets, 

”Nckic weeteth best joyance but genetous youlh • Wben the pietty ones 
ddsn with him company Iteep; 

This sintss to him, sings to him that, when be wants * A pick'flie'up’ lying 
tberc all of a heap; 

And when of a loveling he needeth a kiss, • He takes fiam Eiii lips or a 
draught or a nip; 

Heaven ble&s ihctnf How sweetly my day wilii them sped; • A wcmucr.ul 
harvest of pleasure 1 «ap: 

Let us dnnk our good liquor noth watered and pure, * And agree to swivt 
all who dare slumber and sleep." 

While they were in this deboshed state behold, there came a 
knocking at the door; so they bade him knocked enter, and 
behold, it was the Commander of the Faithful, Harun al-Raslud. 
When they saw him, they all rose and kissed ground before him; 
and Abu Notvas threw off the tumes of the wine for awe of the 
Caliph, who said to him, “HoDa, Abu Nowasl" He replied, 
“Aosum, at thy service, O Commander of the Faithful, worn 
Allah preserve!" The Caliph asked, '^W^hat state is this? and 
the poet answered, "O Prince of True Bdie\'ers, my state indu- 
bitably dispens^h with questions^" Quoth the Caliph» O Aha 
Nowas^ I have sought direction of AUah Almighty and have apK 
pointed thee Kaz;i of pimps and panders ” A^ked he, *'Do5t 
thou indeed invest me with that high office, O Cbminander of the 
Faithful?^"; and the Caliph "I do” whereupon Abu 

Nowas tejoined, “O Commander of the Faithful, hast thou any 
suit to prefer to me?'* flereat the Cahph wES wroth and 
sently turned away and left them, full of raee, and passed the 
night sore aivangered against Abu Now^as, who amid the party 
he bad invited spent the merriest of nights and the joUi^t and 
joyousest* And when day^break dawned and the star of mom 
appeared in sh^ and shone, he broke up the sitting ^d, dismiss^ 
ing the youths, donned his court'dress and leaving his house srt out 
for the palace of the Cahph. Now it was the custom of the C-om^ 
mander of the Faithful^ when the Divan broke up* to withdraw 


* Arib, lii- (lom The whole tone 1> ratEicViris funl 
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to his sitdng'saltJon and summon thither bis poets and cup'coni'' 
paniorts and musicians, each having his own place, which he 
might not overpass. ^ it happened that day, he retired to his 
saloon, and the friends and familiars came and seated themselves, 
parK in his rank and degree. Presently, in walked Abu Nowas 
and twis about to take his usual seat, when the Caliph cried to 
Masrur, the sw'order, and bade hitn strip the poet of his clothes 
and bind an ass’s packsaddle on his back and a halter about 
his head and a crupper under his rump and lead him round to 

all the lodgings of the slave-girls,-And Shahracad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 

IQfitn it taut£ rtje ITfiret l^ntihrrt anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Caliph 
a^mmancted Klasrur, the swordcr, to strip Abu No was of his court' 
suit and bind an ass's packsaddle on his back and a halter abcfut 
his head, and a crupper under his rump and lead him round to all 
the lodgings of the slave-girls, and the chambers of the Harim, 
that the women might make mock of him; then cut off his head 
and bring it to him- ’’Hearkening and obedience,’" replied Masrur 
and, doing with Abu Nowas as the Caliph had bidden him, led 
him round all the chambers whose number equalled the days of 
the year; but Abu Nowas was a funny fellow, so he made all the 
girls laugh with his buffooneries and each gave him something 
whereby he returned not save with a pocketful of money. And 
while this was going on behold, ja'afar the Barmecide, who had 
been absent on an important business for the Commander of the 
Faithful, entered and recognising the poet, albdc in this plight, 
said to hiirii “Holla, Abu Nowas!" Re said, “Here at thy 
service, O our lord,” Ja'afar asked, “^■^t offence hast thou 
committed to bring this punishinetu on thee?" Thereupon he 
answered, "None whatsoever, except that I made our lord the 
Cbliph a present of the best of ray poetry and he presented me, in 
return, with the best of his raiment ” When the Prince of True 
Believers heard this, he laughed, from a heart full of wrath,’ and 
pardoned Abu Nowas, and also gave him a myriad of money. 
And they also recount the tale of 


* I?,#, fn iimec arhiFtii^]r: die [>}ijr4£e 





AbDAIXAII BUI Ma'aMAB. with the M.VN OP Bassorah* 69 


ABDALLAH BIN MA'AMAR V/UII THE MAN OF 
BASSORAH AND HIS SLAVE<3IRL- 

A CEKTAm man of Bassorah once bought n sbvt'girl and mred 
and educated her right well* Moreover, he loved her veiy dearly 
and spent alt his substance in pleasuring and merry<iiialdng with 
her, till he had naught left and eictremc poveixy was sore upon him* 
So she said to him, *‘0 my master, sdl me: for thou needest my 
price and it maketh my h^rt ache to sec thy sosry and wanC'fuli 
plight. If thou vend me and make use of my value, 'twill be 
better for thee than keeping me by tliee, and haply Almighty 
Allah will ample thee and amend thy fortune.'* He agreed to ch^ 
for the stiaitness of his case, and carried her to the baiar, where 
the broker offered her for sale to the Governor of Bassorab, by 
name Abdallah bin Ma'amar al'Taymi, and she pleased him* So 
he bought her, for £ve hundred dinars and paid the sum to her 
master; but when be took the money and was about to go away, 
the girl burst into tears and repeated these two couplets, 

coinA ilimi joy m hcait instiJ; * For ine naugiit save 

saddest ill: 

I $ay unto my smil whidi sorely grieves, • Thy friend dqiartcti an llrou 
vriUof nilL* 

And when her master beard this^ he groaned and replied in these 
couplets. 

‘'Albeit this thy ease het all rtsemra, • Nor finJeth augbt but death’s cIekho, 

panlao still: r t n 

Eventntj and mominj;, ihoughw of thre will dole * Comfort to h^a^t all woss 

and gnefs full Si; 

Peace be upon thcc! meet we luow jio nwire • Nor fpair cicept at Ibn 
Ma^ainar> will/’ 

Now when Abdullah bin Ma’amar heard these verses and saw their 
affection, he exclaimed, "By AUaK 1 will not a^ist fate in sepa- 
rating you; for it is evident to tne that ye two indeed love each 
other. So take the money and the damsel, O man, and Allah 
bless thee in both; for verily parting be grievous to lovers.” So 
they kissed his hand and going away, ceased not to dwell together, 
till death did them part; and glory be to Him whom death over- 
taketh not! And amongst stories is that of 
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THE LOVERS OF THE BANU’ OZRAH. 

Theue ‘n'as once, among the Banu Oarah, a hancUome and acconi' 
plished man, who was never a single day out of love, and it 
chanced chat he became enamoured of a beauty of his own tribe 
and sent her many messages; but she ceased not to entreat him 
with cruelty and disdain; till, for stress of love and longing and 
desire and distraction, he fell sick of a sore sickness and took to 
his pillow and murdered sleep. His malady redoubled on him 
and his torments increased and he W'as welt nigh dead when Im 

case became known among the folk and his passion notorious;- 

And Shalirazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


Slhtn ft Uia;^ tbt l^fjret i^inhrtli anb CigtitF'fourth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the man 
took to his pillow* and muideriid sleep. So his case became known 
among the folk and his passion notorious; and his inHrmity grew 
upon him and his pains redoubled till he was well nigh dead. His 
family and hers were urgent with her to visit him, but she refused, 
till he w-as at the point of death when, being told of this, she 
relented cowards him and vouchsafed him a visit. As soon as he 
saw her, his eyes tan over with tears and he repeated from a 
broken heart, 

*‘An. by thy life, pass thee my funura] tram, • A bier upborne upon the 
nccka of four, 

Wilt thou not follow it, and greet the grave * Wheie shall my cotpse he 
graved for evennorer' 

Hearing this, she wept with sore weeping and said to him, "By 
Albh, I suspected not that passion had come to such a pass 
with thee, as to cast thee into the arms of deathi Had I wist of 
this, I had been favourable to thy wish, and thou shouldst have 


* F.Eimpejiiiv luuilly write ** Ben!" far “ Bjnu fhe ahHcitie iw th< nomlmitlTT- \ prefer 

er ^Oreah " ta Udhnh; beciikie the A'j^n hzfon tht Zil In proimfbcijitian 
lie Hwre ppen squncL 
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had thy will.’* * At this his tears streamed down even as the clouds 
rail rain, and he repeated thb verse, 

**Sfte drew near whenu dearh was depafting us, * And detgnied unkn grant 
when 'iwu oaclr^i^ sU." 

Then he groaned one groan and died. So she feU on him, kissing 
him and weeping and ceased not weeping till she swooned away; 
and when she came to herself, she charged her people to bury her 
in his gras-e and with fitreaming eyes recited these two couplets, 

“We lived on earth a life of fair oofUent; • And tribe and house and home 

of U5 wtic proud; _ _ L r 1 . 

But Time in 'whining fiight departed us, • To join us now in womb or earth 

and shroud."^ 

Then she fell again to weeping, nor gave over shedding tears and 
lamenting till she fainted away; and she lay three ihya, sense' 
less. Then she died and was buried in his grave. This is one of 
the strange chances of love.^ And I have heard related a tale of 
the 


WASIR OF AL'YAMAN AND HIS YOUNG BROTHER. 

It is said that Badr al'Din, Wazir of At-Yaman, had a young 
brother of singular beauty and kept strait watch over him; so he 
applied himself to seek a tutor for him and, coming upon a 
Shaykh of dignified and reverend aspect, chaste and rdigious, 
lodged him in a house next his own. This lasted a long dme, 
and he used to come daily from his dwelling to that of Sahib* 
Badr al-Din and teach the young brother. After a while, the old 
man's heart was taken with love for the youth, and longing grew 
upon him and his vitals were troubled, till one day, he bemoaned 
his case to the boy, who said, "’^Tiat can 1 do, seeing that 1 


^ PoMtbly mcAMtis tJiat they wen shreuxted tppctlicri iMi would be o^ppoiciJ w Mcdcm 
*enK of dcMum In modem clsyit hot tbe mdEfli wm not wo ie^t^Eimi&h. S« Nkht 
Ccc?ci. 

jfhiLfte ofin the ■‘vsniwn ct rtiiaiahi’te^^ h ofren treared of bf Oncuul iwry- 
ind fioT iinoften ^ten in rail fife. ■ - b- n- ' - ^ 

* ht hxi been Mij, (prei*cfinf the nmne not foBowiiiB it itin locftfij i* i wiunftt 

btlElii moifiseviit Idam. 
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may not leave my brother night or day? and thou thyself scest 
how careful he is o^.-er me." Quoth the Shaykh, "My lodgbg 
adjoineth thine; so there will be no difficulty, when thy brother 
sleepeth, to rise and, entering the privy, feign thyself asleep. Then 
come to the parapet* of the tenace'roof and 1 will receive thee on 
the other side of the wall; so slynlt thou sic with me an eyc' 
twinkling and return without thy brother's knowledge.” “I hear 
and obey " answered the iad; and tlie tutor began to prepare gifts 
suitable to his degree. Now when a while of the night was past, he 
entered the water'closet and waited till his brother lay down on his 
bed and took patience ail he was drowned in sleep, when be rose 
and going to the parapet of the terrace'noof, found standing there 
to await him the old man, who gave him his lumd and carried him 
to the sitting'chamber, where he had made ready v^ous dainties 
for his entertainment, and they sat down to carouse. Now it was 
the night of the full moon and, as they sat with the wine-cup going 
round, her rays shone upon them, and the governor fell to singing. 
But, whilst they were thus in joy and joUi^ and mirth and merri'^ 
ment, such as confoundeth the wit and the sight and defieth 
dfiscriptioii, lo| the awoke and, nussing his bro ths* arose in 
affright and found the door open. So he went up to the roof and 
hearing a noise of talk, climbed over the parapet to the adjoining 
terrace and saw a light shining from the lodging. He looked in 
from behind the wall, and espied his brother and hb tutor sitting 
at carouse: but the Skaykh became aware of him and ang cup in 
hand, to a hvely measure these couplets, 

made me dmiii hta wine of honeyed Ups, • Toasting with cheeks which 
nose and jns^rtlc another: 

Then nighicd in cheek to my cheek, * A loveling midst mankind 

withoyt anftfKrr 

Whim the full tnoun arose an us ant) shone * Pray she End uce us not to the 
big brother." 

And it proved the perfect politeness of the Wazir Eidr al'Din 
that, when he heard this, he said, “By Allah, I will not betray 
you!" And he went away and left them to their diversions. 
They also tell a tale concerning 


' ThU pirapni reniUret] oEtli^aiorr hrMcm (Dwr.Kti;. 8) on iizctiMnt of tht lianCCT 
Qt l^Vl ng ■ flit tttof wi thmil EjltCf Ek ChnACrAtTJI n qjflcci iht ptTf^LlCidri mvd ofteta 

ksic thor ehiliJpen hy th± 
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THE LOVES OF THE BOY AND GIRL AT SCHOOL. 

A FREE boy and a slave'girl onoi Icamt together in ochoot, and 

the boy fell passionately in love with the girL-^And Shahraiad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased sayhig her permitted say. 


CDticn it toa^ the lEtiree H^unbrct) anb €i^ip-fifih 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspldous King, that the lad 
fell passionately in love with the skve-lass: so one day, when the 
other boys were heedless, he took her tablet^ and wrote on it these 
two couplets, 

“What sayest thou of him by siebnoas waste, • Until he‘s otean distraught 
for love of tbcc? i 

Who irt tnii&port of his piin oompbLuu, ^ beax lead of host 

In jscCiiScyP 

Now when the girl took her tablet, she read the verses written 
thereon and understanding them, wept for mth of him; then she 
wrote thereunder these two couplets, 

"An if wc beheJd a kfver low: fmdcHUf • Deainng us. our favoun he ehah 

StfG I 

Yea, what he wills of us be fihail obtaui, • And w befal us what befalling 
be." 

Now it chanced that the teacher came in on them and taking 
the tablet, uimotioed, read what was written thereon. So he was 
moved to pity of their case and wrote on the tablet ben^th those 
already written these two couplets ,iddrcssed to the girl. 


* Ariih. *' Lauli.'’ A bit cf tWft boMil «*JmJ white fcelMJotu mibn* are 
tUi, B-u ijmily btcdiiM the inkA jw jiuncnlir It |i 4 lon^ pai’niLtingriin 

with irunguhr ewi at iht shwx and the fhopt: mtuf fistr fttjm Ags hiinieEcoatd m 
pf h$ £bunr|^ EhtotPshaHif Sytt* ftmi its in the oldst rpek insoipttwiiw wilucii 

the (atuL icrve» Henco the <if connrins taLle iferira Imni the Gr. 

a ikb (or in PfemidAn ^ dust ot W tn been irrewed on s 

tftbkorld^l fiwicbooi-bojn^wrtut^andinachemmdi:il ciijgrimii- 
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“Console thy lover, fear jkj consequence; * * He is daft with Ifiving low*** 
in5ajiit>% 

But for the teacher for fwc aught from him; * Lovc'pain lie kmg 

before leamc 

Presently it so happened that the gill’s owner entered the school 
about the same time and, finding the ublet, read the above verses 
indited by the boy, the girl and die schoolmaster; and wrote under 
them these two coupled, 

“^May Allah never rnglf-c yo^ poiting dre^ • And be your esnaurer 
wemly! 

But for the tcodaer nc’«, by Alkh, qye ■ Of mine bth^Id a bigger pimp 
than het” 


Then he sent for the Kad and witnesses and married them on the 
spot. Moreover, he made them a wedding-feast and treated them 
with exceeding munificence; and they ceased not abiding together 
in joy and happiness, till there came to them the Desuoyer of 
delights and the Severer of societies. And equally pleasant is the 
story of 


AL'MUTALAMMIS AND HIS WIFE UMAYMAH. 

It is related that Al-Mutalammis’ once fled from Al-Nu’ciman 
bin Mundr* and was absent so long that folk deemed him dead. 
Now lie had a beautiful w-ife, Umaymah by name, and her family 
urged her to marry again; but she refused, for that she loved her 
husband AI'Mutalammis very dearly. However, they were urgent 
with her, because of the multitude of her suitors, and importuned 
her till she at last consented, albe reluctantly: and they espoused 
her to a man of her own tribe. Now on the night of the wedding, 
Al'Mutalammts came back and, hearing in the camp a noise of 
pipes and tabrets and seeing signs of a wedding festival, asked 


• A pR^taknuiK: bard Hv) fiiciu] o/TintfaJ) the irut of the Sufriudcd (»r ''tViie Poem," 
The ii m ait the MfHJfm Eaai. TnTafahV I,am -trEii ans KJ^udU,. 

^ King cpf iTiTiLk in Chalitc^, % dmnlt'en jihd bloodthinitY trraiu. WIicq effbujed by 
the lamptHMU ftf thi^ twi? btKnt iJitm vitU litters to rJit Gtevcrtiiar €if 

Ai-BAjuava. AlMu f aj ammia "'amelt ■ III" Ami Abimyvd hu chsu^^^ but TArsfAh wiA 
mutilATcsd And boned aUv?, the victim 4af a trictc whith Ta did aa (and dder thui) good King 
DAviil AEui UrUhh Of ruuxK ttnthet pKX mU l 
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Haw;n AL'RAStim and Queen Zltdaydah. 

Bome of the children what was the mcny'making, to which they 
replied,“They have married Umaymah wife of Al-^Mutalammis, 
to such an one, and he goes in to her this ni^C.'* When he heard 
this, he planned to enter the house amongst the tnob of women 
and saw the twain seated on the bridal couch.‘ By and by, the 
bndegroom came up to her, whereupon she sighed heavily and 
weeping, redted this couplet, 

“Would Heaven I knew (bur many are the shifts of joy and woe) * In what 
far distant land thou art, my Mutalammis, oh!" 

Now Al'MutaJammis was a renowned poet; so he answered her 
saying; 

"Right near at hand, Uenaymah iiunef whcne*er the caravan * Halted. E 
OA’ct otased for thee ta pine, 1 would thou know," 

When the brfckgroom heard this, he guessed how the stood 
and went forth from among them in haste imprm'ising, 

"E was in hesteet luck, hul rtiiw my luck goes contrary ; * A ho^itabte house 
and r rtfUTi contain your loves, you two!" 

And he returned not but left the twain to their privacy. So Al- 
Mutalammis and his wife abode together in all comfort and sodace 
of life and in all its joys and Jollities till death parted them. And 
glory be to Him at whose command the earth and the heavens 
shall arisei And among other tales is that of 


THE CALIPH HARUN ADRASHID AND QUEEN 
ZUBATOAH IN THE BATH. 

The Caliph Harun al'Rashid loved the Lady Zubaydah with 
exceeding love and laid out for her a pleasaunce, wherein he made 
a great tank and set thereabouts a screen of trees and led thither 
water from all sides; hence the trees grew and interlaced over the 
basin so densdy, that one could go in and wash, without being 


^ On thU omaifrtSt %mi in pnci^ficc uf ihe wwiqiht the BTWm »cc5 ef ii Bappo^cd 
cho IWc dFMb w'ift* It I havt tht Tuhrsn fbr bcft!i bc^rratlKiirci^cainc and 

to if i-hout TP ^intT thcgrwm iookt rf|hKTnlL^ w|ii=ii ta tEdradiiiiiuig, 
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seen of an^, for the thic^negs of the leafage. It chanced, one day, 
that Queen Zubaydah entered the garden and, coming to the 

swimming-bath,-And Shahrasiad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her pennitted say. 


tSbtn it bus tijc Chfrr S^unbrtti antt 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidoos King, that Queen 
Zubaydah entered the garden one day and, coming to the swim' 
ming-bath, gazed upon its goodhness: and the sheen of the water 
and the overshading of the trees pleased her. Now it was a day 
of eaceeding heat; so dofea her dothes and, entering the 
tank, which was not deep enough to cover the whole person, fell 
to pouring the water over hers^ from an ewer of silver. It also 
happened that the Caliph heard she was in the pool; ^ he left 
his palace and came down to spy upon iier through the screen of 
the foliage. He stood behind the trees and espied her mother' 
nude, showing ev^'thing that is kept hidden. Presently, die 
became aw'are of him and turning, saw him behind the trees and 
was ashamed chat he should see her naked. So she laid her hands 
on her parts, hut the Mount of Venus escaped from between them, 
by reason of its greatness and plumpness; and the Caliph at once 
turned and went away, wondering and reciting this couplet, 

**1 luoksd on hts' with ioving cjnc * And jjrew anew my old reptne:" 


But he knew not what to say nevt; so he sent for Abu Nowas and 
said to him. '"Make me a piece of verse commencing with this 
line.'" “I hear and obey,” replied the poet and in an cye-twinkling 
extemporised tlicse couplets, 

”1 looked on her widi cjmc • And grew anew my old repioe 

For the gaxdJe, who captuied me * Where the two KrtuS'trtes incline; 

There was the witcr poured on it * F«ni ewer of the silvern mine; 

.And seen me she had hidden Jt * But 'twas loo plump for fingers fine 

Would Heaven that ! were un it, • An bouf,ot better twohomwirm"^ 


' Thk tciinf«ly tipenrion irf the ’‘iJeed of kJml" wm *ifv *» he noticeti i hut we Sn not 
^niE in jiUnnoci to irutemAtic which Ii to much 

njltivBtoJ by hiailenti taodef the nanie ]in»ftk» reTendun^ witJilioldifig i.r* the aoneiii^ 
Tit booh) on rnc^Sidns erniirtt m«tJy of mo the fim of gcotml 

pTCKnpdou ancl the sceofid of ^^tindduLa^^ cspccinily tho^c prolGftj^enf Ir plaiiir u did 
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Thereupon the Commander of the Faithful smiled and made bun 
a handsome present and he went away rejoicing. And I have 
heard another story of 


HAKUN AL-RASHTD AND THE THREE POETS. 


The Prince of True Belic^'crs, Caliph Harun al-Rashrd, was 
exceeding restli^ one ni^t; so he rose and walked about his 
palace, till he happened on a handmaid overcome with wine. Now 
be was prodigiously enamoured of this damsel; so he played with 
her and pulled her ^ him, whereupon her zone fell down and her 
^ticoat'trousers were loosed and he besought her of amorous 
favour. But she said to him, *“0 Commander of the Faithful 
wait ^ tCKmortow night, for I am unprepared for thee, knowing 
not of thy coming." So he left her and went away. But, when 
the morrow showed its hght and the sun shone br^ht, he sent a 
pa^ to her saying, "The Commander of the Faithful about to 
visit thine apartment;” but she repL'ed, "Day doth away with the 
promise of night.” So he said to his courtiers, “Make me somewhat 
of verse, intr^ucing these words. ‘The promise of Night is effaced 
by Day.' " Answer^ they, "Wc hear and obey,” and AI'Rakashi^ 
came forw'axd and recited the following couplets, 

“By AII4I1, CQuJdst tbou bur fed my pain, * Thy res bad turned and had 
Sed away. 


tht CftiJ hf tfun^ng of pwiwm Av. The by th^ RiVta^J Koka Pandit 

Ueforr quo Lad, girct a hoAi of oedpeff whluh ak uxd^ cither cicremsilly of ifiiernallyf to 
hjuTCfi tJit pALOxvam of the wemian iirvd delay tht orgsum of tht man ip, 27). Some of tbc*e 
are curious Sn the estreme. I heaf^ of a Hjnth whft muie a candle of Ut 4uid fibre 
wMTanted toTctnia the seed d\\ it Isurned ouc: ii faikd nttlMj btrajic. tdyir^ upon It* 
he Hcrkciil too TigtircBiibr. The esaenre: of the "'tOTmiTiir Is to avtM ovcr-tcitMH of 
the miuclcs Ttfl to prc-ocetipv the brains hence in cottiofi Mlnilui vrilE drink dbcrbcE, chew 
bctd-niiL and cven imisfet. F.iiJtipeitns ignoring the whence and priiErrice, uic cofittmpm- 
omly compared with Tillaec-codti by Hlaiiu wnmen who caniboC He ntiebed* U their 
lutural toklness^ liirreai«t dnubtlesa by Vi^tnblc diet sad uaute of ftimuLmta* wirh kst 
rfian iwerxry minutee- Hence to while thouiaiidi of Ev»ropc;ina fiavc cohabiti^ for yeiui 
with and have had families by "‘tiMCiwe women/' dicy ore newer Inved. by ihem ?*-i£ least t 
never h wd of a casc- 

^ Abo 1 .\bha 3 al-Rokitlu, « poet of the time^ The saylofi became piwferbial (Burck- 
hanJt'a A Proverb* S6t) acui ibero w variajito, r.jf. The nighTa pfckmisc ia ipread with 
but cot ihai melicth wh^ day irtKEhn 
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Hath left me in fiOrttsw ijird love ducraught, * Ua&rai and unseeift£i that 
fairest may: 

She praniAed me grace, then jiltEd and said* * 'The promise of night is 
effaced by dayf’ 

Then Abxi Mue^ab came forward and recited these couplets^ 

wilt thou be wise and love^hcat allay * That ffocn food and deep' 
mg 60 leads astray? 

Suffices thee not ever weeping eye, ♦ Ant) vitals on fire when thy name they 
say? 

He muK smile and laugh and in pride must cry * The pimniae of Night u 
effaced by Day."" 

Last came Abu No was and recited the following couplets^ 

As love watt lorigcr less met wc tway * And fdl out, but coded the uselc^ 

fray: 

One ni^t in the palace 1 found her fou^i * Yet of modesty sdU there was 
some dispky: 

The veil from her dvoulders had sliptj and showed * Her loosened ^ouserS 
Love's seat and stay; 

And rattled die breezes her huge hind cheeka • And the branch whexe two 
liEtle pemegramtes layj 

Quoth L 'Giv^ me crysef wherezo quoth she * Tb-moirow die fan^ $hjill 
wear bc6E array;' 

Ncit day I ashed her^ Thy word?' Said she * The ptomisc of Night i* 
effaced by Day/ 

Tlic Caliph b^ide give a myriad of money each to Al'^Rakashi and 
Abu Mus'ab, but bade strite off the head of Abu Now^, sajrmg, 
“Thou wast with us yesternight in the pakcc." Said he, “By 
Allah, 1 slept not but in my own house! I was directed to what I 
R ^f fT by thine own words as to the subject of the verse: and indeed 
quoth Almighty Allah (and He is the truest of all speakers): ‘As 
for poets (dev'iis pursue them!) dost thou not see that they rove as 
bereft of sdicir senses through every \’al]ey and that they say that 
which they do not?' So the Caliph forgave him and gave him 
two myriads of money. And another tale is that of 


*■ Kor&n Kxvir S, 6 or “Ami tboic whio cir (Aral^. Al^ghiwflnJ follow the fcwtitcpi of 
ciie poett,** etc. 
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MUS'AB BIN AL'ZUBAYR AND AYISHAH 
HIS WIFE. 

It is told of Mus’ab tm al'2^ayr' that he met in Al-Medinah 
who was one of the shrewdest of women, and said to her, 
*'i have a mind to many Ayishah* * dau^ter of Talhah, and I 
should like thee to go herwards and out for me how she is 
made.*' So she went away and returning to Mus’ab. said, "I have 
her, and her face is fairer than health; she hath large and 
wellopened eyes and under them a nose straight and smooth as a 
cane; oval cheeks and a mouth like a cleft pomegranate, a neck^as 
a silver ewer and bdow it a bosom ivith two breasts like twin' 
pomegranates and further down a slim waist and a slender 
stomach with a navel therein as it were a casket of ivory, wd back 
parts like a hummock of sand: and plumply rounded th:^hs and 
calves like columns of alabaster; but 1 saw her feet to be large, 
and thou wilt fall short with her in time of need." Upon this 

report he married her,-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and txased saying her permitted say. 


IBtifiti it tens the Cljrcc ©unbreb anb Cisfttp-titbenth iJiabt. 


She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Izzah this wise reported of Ayishah bint Talhah, hdus ah mamed 
her and went in to her. And presently liiah invited Ayis^ 
the women of the tribe Kuraysh to her house, when Ayishah 
sang these tw'o couplets with Musab standing by, 

“And the lipA of giris. that ait perfume m-ect; • So met to kiss when with 

Yrt fthem,jjutiti thought of him; • And by thou^t tlie Ruler 

rules vfofldly 


The night of Mus ab s going in unto her, he (fcpart^ iwt from 
her, till after seven bouts; and on the morrow, a freedwo^ 
of bis met him and said to him, "Iviay 1 be thy sacrificel Thou 


‘ Httlf-bfoiluf Af Abduikh bin fttZnbjj r, the celsbrMol 

* Grtfld-duightw rf the Cdiph Aim BaUi sftd the mi!*e beautiful "™iih« <J*t, 
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art perfect, even in this." And a certain vroman said, ‘*1 was 
with Ayishah, when her husband csimc in to her, and she Justed 
for him; so he fell upon her and she snarked and snorted and 
made use of all manner of wondrous movements and marvellous 
new inventions, and f the while within hearing* So, wlien he 
came out from her, I said to her, '"How canst 'thou do thus 
with thy rank and nobility and condidon, and I in thy house?' 
Quoth she, 'Verily a woman should bring her husband all of 
which she is mistress, by w^y of ejcdtement and rare buckings 
and wrigglings and motications*' What dislikest thou of thife?' 
And I answered ‘I would have this by nights.' Rejoined she, 
Thus is it by day and by nig^ht I do more tlm th^; fur when 
he seeth me, desire stirreth him up and he falleth in heat; so he 
putteth it out to me and T obey him, and it is as Aou seest,' ” And 
there also hath reached me an account of 


ABU AL'ASWAD AND HIS SLAVE'GIRL. 


Abu aL'Aswad bought a native-born slave-girl, who was blind 
of an eye, and she pleased him; but his people decried her 
to him; whereat he wondered and, turning the palms of bis 
hands upwards,' recited these two couplets, 

“They find me fault witli berwhen I default tu:« find, • Save Iiaply that 
a speck in either eye may slum-; 

But if her eyes have fault, of fault her foim Imh ncuB, • above 

the waist and heavily made bclmv," 

And this is ^so told of 


* ITieCslc. Edjc. bjr (nnf^s fcmnHts 

i» RirplSed m iMsiort ttThfftmtiihnunt (f.f. tin KffettffJ gttiti, ultj filjnkhvdt 
(fVov. No, 6 <S), "The wemcn of Cnint flaiicf chentictvA ihdt ihiir C/mn) tt supEntir u 
that df oti orber fcmoletln rhe Levatii *' Hiti TorTEni diJ not undnxuwl anti Burtkliaidt 
wtniU iwt Ci^n "Ghunj" euepi hy aJn" (we TUj, It hnv niuna ihe 

MI w moving in cMiion, whkh sapHiii 1 l)r aFctEcd, even by eioilcxt ivomen, ihniughniit 
the Ratt and ili*y hare many K»k» tewVtrte tic BcmtU ett Fo Chin* ehetp atepmJeaftirs, 
oioecty eld w^a, who inmuci ytuiiig giiU in this branch of the gyinnntie. 

^ *NVher( redrine the Fiiihah fopching Koranic cfaaptrr}, the hatidi ariE bdd lo pc^ 
auDfl US if mi a filing ftvm FTt3ivtn | «/ter which both, palmw m 

down the tB dijmfamc k otct the eyo 4 nd flther utue. 
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HARUN AL'RASHID AND THE TWO SLAVE>GIRLS. 

The Caliph Hamn al-Kashid lay oae flight betwem two 
^irls, one from Al^Mcdinah and the other from C^a the 
Culite rubbed his bands, whilst the Mediiute rubbed his feet 
and made his concern' stand up. Quoth the Cofite, 1 ^ 
thou wouldst keep the whole of the stack-in'trade to th^^If; 
give me my share of it.” And the other ai^wercd, ”1 have 1^ 
told by Milik, on the auihority of H i s hntn ibn Orwah,' who had 
it of his (grand) father, that the Prophet said, qmck^eA 

dead, the dead belongeth to him and ts his. But the t.>tmte 
took her unawares and, pushing her away, seised it ;dl in her 
own hand and said, ”AI-A amash tellech us, on the authority of 
Khaysamah, who bad it of Abdallah bin Mas ud. that the ^ophet 
declared, ‘Game belongeth to him who taketh it, not to him who 
raiseth it.' ” And this is also related of 


THE CALIPH HARUN AL-RASHID AND THE THREE 

SLAVE'GIRLS. 

The Caliph Harun al'Rashid once slept with di^ ^ve-girls, 
a Meccan, a Medinite and an Irakite, The Medinah gir put 
her hand to his yard and handled it. wher^pon it rose and the 
Meccan sprang up and drew it to herself. Quoth the other, 
“What is this unjust aggression? A craditipn related to me 
by M^’ alter Al'Zuhri, after Abdallah ibn Sa jd 

bin Zayd, that the Aposde of Allah (whom AUah and krep.) 

said: 'Whoso enquickeneth a dead land, it is bs. 

Meccan answered, ”lt is rented to us by Sufyan, from Abu 


i -nu- tsr jl * *htiM bi a Hicixandle 

* This and tS= felJcwifiS ramei ur thow 

^ wfc) refer bitk te the '‘Father tjf 

(he Kitten” <Abu HjartTtaJU, *a uiiele of the Apowle- 
VOL V. 
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Zanad, from Al'A'araJ, from Abu Horayrab, that the Apostle 
of Ali^ said: The quany is his who catcheth it, not his who 
starteth it.*” But the girl pushed them both away and 
taking it to herself, said, “This is mine, till your contention be 
deci(kd.^* And teU a tale of 


THE KULLER AND HIS WIFE. 

Theke was a milkr, who had an ass to cum his mill; and he 
was married to a wicked wife, whom he loved, while she hated 
him because ahe was sweet upon a neighbour, who misUked 
her and held aloof from her. One night, the miller saw, in his 
sleep, one who ^d to him, “Dig in such a spot of the ass's 
round m the milk and thou shalt find a hoard.” When he 
awoke, he told his wife the vision and bade her keep the secret; 

but she told her neighbour,-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


ft bss t|ie ^ttcc jO^unbreb anb 4£fgljtF->tfg|itt) 

She said, k hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the miller's 
wife told the secret to the neighbour whom she loved, thinking 
to win his favour; and he agreed with her to come to her by 
night. So he came and thi^ dug in the mill and found the 
treasure and took it forth. Then he asked her, “How shall we 
do with this?” and she answered; ”\Ve will divide it into 
two halves and will share it equally between us, and do thou 
leave thy w'ifc and I will cast about to rid me of my husband. 
Then shalt thou marry me and, when we are conjoined, we will 
join the two halves of the treasure one to other, and all ’will be in 
our hands.” Quoth he, "I fear lest Satan seduce thee and thou 
take some man other than myself; for gold in the bouse is like 
the sun in the world. I reck, therefore, it were right that the 
money be all in my hands, so thou give thy whole mind to getting 
free of thy husband and coming to me." Quoth she, “I fear even 
as thou fearest, nor will I yield up my part to thee: for it was I 
directed thee to it." When he heard this, greed of gain prompted 
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him 10 kill her; so he dew her and threw her body mto the 
empty hoard'hole; but day overtook him and hindered him from 
covering it up; he diercfbte took the money and went his way. 
Now after a while the miller awoke and, missing his wife, went 
if tfn the mill, where he fastened the ass to the b^m and shouted 
to it. It went on a little, then stopped; whereupon he beat it 
grievously; but the more he bashed it, the more it drew back; 
for it was afi^righted at the dead woman and could not go forward. 
Thereupon the Miller, unknowing what hindered the donkey, took 
out a knife and goaded it again and ag^m, but still it would not 
budge. Then he was wroth with it, knowing not the cause of its 
obstinacy, and drove the knife into its fl ank s, and it fell down 
dead. But when the sun rose, he saw his donkey lying dead and 
likewise his wife in the place of the treasure, and great was his 
rige sorB for of Bis toini onti ths of 

his wife and his ass. AU this came of his letting his w-ife into his 
secret and not keeping it to himself.‘ And I have heard this tale of 


THE SIMPIETON AND THE SHARPER. 


A certain simpleton was once walking along, haling his ass after 
him by the halter, when a pair of sliarpers saw him and one 
to his fellow, “I will take that ass from yonder wight." ,^ked 
the other, *'How wilt thou do that?" “Follow me and \ will 
show thee how," answered the first. So the cony-catchcr went up 
to the ass and, loosing it from the halter, gave the beast to hh 
fellow^ then he haltered his ovm head and followred Tom Pool till 
he kn^ the other had got clean off with the ass, when he stood 
The oaf haled at the halter, but the rascal stirred not; so 
he nimed and sedng the halter on a man's no:k, said to him, 
“What art thou?" Quoth the sharper, "I am thine ass and my 
story is a wondrous one and tis this, Know that I have a pious 
old mother and came in to her one day, drunk; and she said to 


• Ewwm»i«T.b«k» ilNwedin thew imtowee*. RlparMys in (UIi^K _ 

"I the ildvc uf what 1 hivtr wpokm nud che lord <if 1 keep Sa*4i 

wit, **Whcfi tKim (tpeakwr fwt *■ wwd. ih™ hwl ^ nasii u^ine; « '■ 

onceHxJten it hnih Wd 1»Imnd oa thee.*’ C^xtan, .n the at Stymss of PhiW 

opben" (printed in 147T) o»= »•««* the wme wijcrf*. 





84 


Au LvYLAU WA IjlTlAtf. 


ine; *0 my son, rcpenc to the Almighty of these thy Cfinsgres' 
sions. But 1 took my staff and beat her, whereupon she cursed 
me and Allah changed me into an ass and caused me fall into thy 
hands, where I have remained till this moment. However, to-day, 
my mother called me to mind and her heart yearned towards me; 
so she prayed for me and the Lord restored me to my former 
shape amongst the sons of Adam/' Cried the sdly one, ‘There is 
no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the 
Great! Allah upon thee, O my brother, acc^uic me of what I have 
done with thee in the way of riding and so forth," Then he let 
the cony-catcher go and returned home, drunken with chagrin and 
concern as with wine. His wife asked him, "What aileth thee 
and where is the donkey?”; and he ar^swered, 'Thou knowest 
not what was this but 1 will tdl thee,” So he told her the 
story, and she exclaimed, "Alack and alas for the punishment we 
shall receive from Almighty Allah! How could we have used a 
man as a beast of burden, all this while? And she gave alms 
by way of atonement and prayed pardon of Heaven.^ ^en the 
tmn abode awhile at home, idle and feckless, till she said to him. 
How long wilt thou sit at home doing naught? Go to the 
market and buy us an ass and ply thy work with it." Accordingly, 
he went to the market and stopped by the ass-stand, where 
behold, he saw his own ass for sale. So he went up to it and 
lapping his mouth to Its ear, said to it, “Woe to thee, thou ne*er- 
^well! Doubtless thou hast been getting drunk again and 
mother! But, by Allah, I will never buy thee more!”* 
And he left it and went away. And they tell a t^ concerning 


* U for her ^u1b#ndV inii ber nu in nnttg * min E!kc a bcait. 

A l“ndiO, pp, br mjr friend 

1 ■Mb Aion I ^2 in the Bulletin befotr quiitel, tew. ii Nn. 4 of Wl)3. Tbe •hnpen’ 
mck «i lAnnm in ^tvn falk-tcre, «t.l the idea thni anderliwi* nlwin atctcmtiffyeiidjMi 
cr ffletemofpli<m^ So.ln the Kehkh tan Diminb (nn Syriw}, rile three nwiapramwlc 

xht tkflt he h i dog JaoE a thtrp^ 
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THE KA2I ABU YUSUF WITH HARUN AURASHID 
AND QUEEN 2UBAYDAH. 

Thi Caliph Harun al'Kashid went up one noofi'tide to his couch, 
to lie down; and mouncing, found upon the bed'clothes senten 
freshly emitted; whereat he was startled and troubled with sore 
trouble. So he called the lady Zubaydah and said to her, 
“What is that spilt on the bed?“ She looked at it and replied, 
“O Commander of the Faithful, it is semen." Quoth he, “TeU 
me truly what this meaneth or I will lay violent bands on thee 
forthright." Quoth she, "By Allah, O Commander of the Faith' 
ful, indeed I know not how it came there and I am guiltless of ^t 
w'hereof thou suspcctest me." So he sent for the Kazi Abu Vusuf 
and acquainted him of the case. The Judge raised his ey^es^ to 
the ceiling and, seeing a crack therein, said to the Cdiph, "O 
Commander of the Faithful, in very sooth the bat hath seed like 
that of a man,’ and this is bat's semen." Then he called for a spe^ 
and thrust it into the crevice, whereupon down fell the bat. In this 

manner the C^'ph's suspicions were dispelled,-And Shahra' 

zad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


EZlIjcii it htos tHirct ^unbrtb anb (!5igt)tp-niiith 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Kazi Abu Yusuf took the spear and thrust it into the crevice, 
down fell the bat. and thus the Caliph's suspicions were dispelled 
and the innocence of Zubaydih was made manifest; whereat she 
gave bud and liberal vent to her joy and promised Ahu Yusuf 
a magniheent reward. Now there W’ere with her certain delicious 
fruits, out of their season, and she knew of others in the garden; 


* This tha pnfjtiili-M urti! i t Jtb» wvcii mitay m re|iutAliKii The hi! 

k Mwhsnu Xt tlw Bifd uf Jeauii a derived by ihn Kxtrm 6am the 

flf Infiutcy (I chifil. sv. H^nc* ^pocnphit >^cw Tcat^etitli in wbith the hay Jm* 
HmuscB himtdf with TtuSsiae ^ chiy *im 1 poinniiJidiaE them i* 'thos (4ccttrditi4E 
to the Mmlwt) thirr bceam^ bo». These Apocryphii Gmi^ mun be c&nfuUy rwd, 
if ihf ttusient wmld undent™! i nomher af Moikm nUitHUiu id the lujll whJdi na 
Evuigel ^Jontaih*. 







86 


Alp Lavulh wa Lay la h. 


so she asked Abu Yusuf^ ^‘‘O Imam of the Faith, which wouldesc 
thou rather have of the two kinds of fruits, those chat are here or 
these that arc not here?” And he answered, "Our code forbiddeth 
us CO pitinounce judgment on the absent; whenas they are pre¬ 
sent, we will give our decision.” So she let bring the two kmda 
of fruits before him; and he ate of boidi. Quoth she, "What is 
the difference between them?" and quoth he, “As often as 1 
think to praise one kind, the adversary putteth in its claim." The 
Caliph laughed at his answer’ and made him a rich present; and 
Zubaydah also ga\'e him what she had promised him, and he went 
away, rejoicing. See, then the virtues of this Imam and how at 
his hands were manifest the truth and the innocence of the Lady 
Zubaydah. And amongst other stories is that of 


THE d^LlPH ADHAKIM* AND THE MERCHANT. 

The Caliph Al-Hatim bi-Amri'llah was riding out in state pro¬ 
cession one day, when he passed along a garden, wherein he saw 
a man, surrounded by negro-slaves and eunuchs. He asked him 
for a draught of water, and the man gave him to drink, sa3f:ng, 
"Belike, the Commpnder of the Faithful will honour me by ahghc- 
ing in this my garden/' So the Caliph dismounted and with his 
suite entered the garden; whereupon the said man brought out 
CO them an hundred rugs and an hundred leather mats and an 
hundred cushions; and set before them an hundred dishes of 
fruits, an hundred bowls of sw'eetmeats and an hundred |ars of 
sugared sherbets; at which the Caliph marvelled with much amaze 
and said to his host, “O man, verily this thy case is wondrous: 
didst thot: know of our coming and make this preparation for 
us?" He replied, “No, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, 
I knew not of thy coming and T am a merchant of the rest of thy 
subjects; but I have an hundred concubine; so, when the Com' 
mander of the Faithful honoured me by alighting with me, f sent 
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to each of them, bidding her send roc hsr mQmmg'incal in tbe 
gardm. So they sent me each of her furniture and the surplus of 
her meat and driri; and every day each sendeth nic a diM of 
meat and another 0 / cooling marinades, also a plattCT of Jnnts 
and a bowl of sweetmeats and a jar of sherbet. This is my nocm' 
day dinner, nor have 1 added aught thereto for th^^- Then tfe 
Commander of the Faithhii, Al'Hakim bi'Amri llah prewtratw 
himself in thanksgiving to the Almighty (extolled and exalted be 
His name!) and said. “Praise be Allah, who hath been so bomb' 
ful to one of our lieges, that he entertaincth the Caliph and to 
host, wi^out making ready for them; nay, he feedeth them with 
the surplusage of his day's provision!^ Then he sent for all the 
dirhams in rhg treasury, that had been struck that year (and 
were in number three thousand and seven hundred thousand); 
nor did he mount till the money came, when he gave it to the 
merchant, saying, “Use this as thy state may require; and thy 
generosity deserveth more than this. Then he took horse and 
rode away. And 1 have heard a story concerning 

KING KISRA ANUSHIRWAN' AND THE VILLAGE 

DAMSEL. 

The Just King, Anushirwan. one day rode forth to the 
rha.t^j* and, in pursuit of a deer, became separated from to suite. 
Presently, he caught sight of a hamlet ntsir hand and being sore 
athirst, he made for it and presenting himself at the door of a 
house that by by the wayside, adeed for a draught of water. So 
a d^in^ caflie out ajtd looked Ht him ; going badcuito tli£ 

house, pressed the juice from a single sugar'cane into a bowl and 
mixed it with water; after which she strewed on the top some 
scented stuff, as it were dust, and carried it to the King. There' 
upon he seeing in it what resembled dust, drank it, little by little, 
bll he came to the end; when said he to her, “O damsel, tte 
drink is goal, and how sweet it had been but for this dust in it 


< The benutSfol wttJBc is lamina “Artu*hfiv«iwin‘’«Swfi;T «r Souls anii^^c gbncnia 

nde of ftiifl. Jttohjunrnfiil \t ■l-Ailil* ■‘dw K i ng ; 

tAi CKekr^ per ewllcciTi^i, applied to tiw BodJy Guebf? of wham cverf Ei:uttrfi 

dlinioiiAiy gjvn cUtaiEs. 




Alf Layij\h wa Lati^. 


8S 

chat trotibleth it." Answered die, “O guest, I put in that powder 
for a purpose;" and he asked, ^‘And why did^ thou thus?"; so 
she replied, “1 saw thee exceeding thirsty and feared that thou 
wouldk drain the whole at one draught and that this would do 
thee Qiischief; and but for this dust that troubled the dhnk 60 
hadst thou done.*' The Just King wondered at her words, know- 
ing that they came of her wit and good sense, and said to her, 
“From how tnamy sugar cannss didst thou express this draught?" 
"One,” answered she; whereat Anushirwan marvelled and, railing 
for the register of the village taxes, saw that its assessment was 
but little and bethought him to increase it, on his return to his 
palace, saying in himklf, "A village where they get this much 
juice out of one sugac'cane, why is it so lightly taxed?" He then 
left the village and pursued his chase; and, as he came back at 
the end of the day, he passed alone by the same door and called 
again for drink; whereupon the same damsel came out and, 
knowing him at a bok, went in to fetch him w’ater. It was some 
time before she returned and Anushirwan wondered thereat and 

said to her, "Why hast thou tarried?"-And Shahrazad pet' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


(Hbctt it teas *f)t ®hrer l&unbrcb anb iJinttielfi 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Anushirwan hurried the damsel and asked her, “Why hast thou 
tarried?" she answered, "Because a single sugarcane gave not 
enough for thy need; so 1 pressed three; but tliey yielded not so 
much as did one before." Rejointd he, "What is the cause of 
that?"; and she replied, "The cause of it is that when the 
Sultan's' mind is digged against a folk, tbdr prosperity ceaseth 
and their good waxeth less." So Anushirwan laughed and dis^ 
missed from his mind chat which he had purposed against the 
villagers. Moreover, he took the damsel to wife then and there, 
being pleased with her much wit and acuteness and die excellence 
of her speech. And they tell another tale of the 
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WATER'CARRIER* AND THE GOLDSMITH'S WIFE, 


There was odce, in the city of Bokbara. a watcf'camer, who 
\ised to carry water to the bouse of a goldsmi th and had done this 
thirty years. ^4ow thEt goldstmth had a wife of exceeding bc^ty 
and loveliness, brilliuicy and perfea grace; and she was wittal 
renowned for piety, chastity and modesty. One day the water- 
carrier as of custom, and poured the water into the cisterns. 
Now the woman was standing in the midst of the court; so he 
went up to her and taking her h^nd} stroked it and pressed 
it, then went away and left her. When her husband came home 
horn the baear. she said to him, ’T would have thee tell me w^ 
thing thou hast done in the market this day, to anger Almighty 
Allah ” Quoth he, “I have done nothing to offend the L^rd. 
*‘Nay,” rejoined s^, “but, by Allah, thou hast indeed done some¬ 
thing to ang€T Him; and, unless thou tell me the whole truth, I 
will not abide in thy house, and thou shalt not see me, nor will 
1 see thee " So he confessed, “I wfll teU thee the truth of what 
I did this day- It so chanced that, as I was sitting in my shop, 
as of wont, a woman came up to me and bade me make her a 
bracelet of gold. Then she went away and 1 wrought her a 
bracelet and laid it aside. But when she returned and I brought 
her out the bracket, she put forth her hand and I clasped the 
bracelet on her wrist; and I wondered at the whiteness of her 
hand and the beauty of her wrist, which would captivate any 
beholder; and 1 recalled what the poet saith, 


'Her forc-aims, dight with their bangles, show • like fire ablaie cm the 

waves a-Bow; . , . . , « ... 

As by purest gold were the water girt, * And belted around by a living 

Idwc.' 


So I took her hand and pre^ it and ^ucei^ Said the 
woman, **Great God! didst thou this ill thing? Kjk>w that 
the watercamer, who hath come to our house these thirty years, 
nor sawst thou ever any treason, in him took my hand tius day 
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and pressed and squeezed it,*’ Said her husband, “O wom^ 
let Us crave pardcti of Allah ! Venly, 1 repent of what I did, 
and do thou ask forgiveness of die Lord for me." She cried, 
"Allah pardon me and thee, and receive us into his holy 

keeping."-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her pennitted say. 


®0tien It liiafi tJjr tCftrce i&iinhrtb an6 ,0inctp-llicst 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the gold- 
smith's wife cried out, "Allah pardon me and thee, and receive 
us into his holy keeping!" And on the next day, the water' 
carrier came in to the jeweller's w'ife and, throwing himself at 
her feet, grovelled in the dust and besought pardon of her, 
saying, "O my lady, acquit me of chat ivhich Satan deluded 
me to do; for it was he that seduced me and led me astray." 
She ansv.'ercd, “Go thy ways, the sin w-as not in thee, but in 
my husband, for that he did what he did in his shop, and Allah 
hath retaliated upon him in this world.” And it b related that 
the goldsmith, when his wife told him how the watcr'carrier 
had used her, said, "Tit for tat, and blow for blow!; had I done 
more the w'atcr-carrier had done more";"which became a current 
byword among the folk. Therefore it behoveth a wife to be both 
outward and inward w'ith her husband; contenting hersdf with 
little from him, if he cannot give her much, and raking pattern 
by Ayis hnh the Truthful and Fatimah the virgin mother (Allah 
Almighty accept of them twain!), that she may he of the com' 
pany of the righteous ancestry.^ And I Iiave he^d the following 
tale of 
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KHUSRAU AND SfCRIN AND THE FISHERMAN. 


King Khusrau* Shahinshah of Persia loved fish; and one 
day» as he sat in his saloon, he and Shirin hb wife, there c^e 
a fisherman^ with a great &shj and he I^d it before th£ King, 
who was pleased and ordered the man four thousand ^^ hams . 
Thereupon Shirin said to the King, “Thou hast done ill.” A^ed 
he, “And why?”, and slie answered, “Because if, after thb, thou 
give one of thy courtiers a like sum, he will disdain it ^d say, 
‘He bath but given me the like of what he gave the fisnennan. 
And if thou give him less, the same will say* ‘Ne ^piseth 
me and giveth me less than he gave the bsherman. Rejoined 
Khusrau, 'Thou art right, but it would dishonour a Hng to go 
back on his gift; and the thing is done, ' « 

thou wilt, I will contrive thee a means to get it back from mm. 
Quoth he, “How sor'; and she said, “CaU back, it thou so pl^ 
the fisherman and ask him if the fish be male or female If be 
say, 'Male; say thou, ‘We w-ant a female; and if he ^y. Female, 
say, ‘We want a male; ” So the King sent for the fishenn^^ who 
was a man of wit and acuteness, and said id him. Is this luih 
male or female?” whereupon the fisherman kissed the ground 
and answered, “This fish is an hermaphrodite; nddier male nor 
female;’ Khusrau laughed a: his clever reply and ordered him 
other four thousand dirhams. So the fisherman went to the 
treasurer and, taking bis eight thousand dirhams, put them in a 
sack he had with him. Then, throwing it over his sh^lder he 
was gping away, when he dropped a ditham; so he laid the 
off his back and stooped down to pick it up. Now the King 


i KKu«rau Pilfwi;, BrandMn of AnwshirwM). lie GubIik Kbij wto ttw ^ kl^om by 
tcdnng Irtw mAmEkl the bwudfuJ Mjma or Irene (m Persian Sfilm = 

the iwert) drtnjhw ef iHc Creek Emperor Muirice: tb^r Vwai« 
po«t*; Mil libewiKT the pwrim of the sculptor Firhlil for the fcune Shtnn. fttr. LyiU 
writes "4iid hiJiJ* “ ParwU" 1 modern form. « ■, 

■ He coukl [Lffonj k acoexriiiiig co hi^reman*, Hk tlifem* w*i aippwtEiJ by “WJ,(XXj 
piJlm: inJ ifiOH} in tki: damt, farmeil an esrrery, ihe raDUGfl of shs 

hfiWiEy bcnil«; 30 , 0 CM plccoi of emlirddwoJ tuperKry overhang lh£ »#!li md bekw 

vf^c Viuilti fiitl 0 / ailvcTj _ 

» Anb.KhLiiFiS;* iTiMiiifii 5i!» a catumtic m I hare c^Uincd. 

"^"Tbif ifh of & imKciJ kind*' OJ* 


L^ne Cuk 5S6> haj it^ 






Alt Iayiam wa Laylah, 


92 

and Shinn were looking on, and the Queen said, “O King, didst 
thou note the meanness of the man, in that he must needs steep 
down to pick up the one dirham, and could not bring himself to 
leave it for any of the King a servants?" When the King heard 
these words, he was exceeding wrodi with the fisherman and 
said, “TTiou art right, O Shfrin!" So he called the man bach 
and said to 'Thou bw-minded carle! Thou art no man! 
How oouldst thou put the bag with all this money off thy 
back and bend diee groundwa™ to pick up the one dirham 
and grudge to leave it where it fell?" Thereupon the fisherman 
kissed the earth before him and answered, "May Allah prolong 
the King's Life! Indeed, 1 did not pick up the dirham off the 
ground ^ause of its value in my eyes; but I raised it off the 
earth because on one of its faces is the likeness of the King and 
on the other his name; and I feared lest any should unwittingly 
set foot upon it, thus dishonouring the name and presentment of 
the King, and 1 be blamed for this offence." The King wondered 
at his words and approved of his wit and shrewdness, and ordered 
him yet other four thousand dirhams. Moreover, he bade cry 
abroad in his kingdom, saying, "It behoveth none to be miided 
by women's counsel; for whoso folbweth their advice, loseth, 
with his one dirham, other twain."^ And here is the tale they 
tell of 

YAHYA BIN KHAIJD THE BARMECIDE AND THE 

POOR MAN. 

Yjshya BtN Kiialcd the Barmecide was returning home, one 
day, from the Caliph's palace, when he saw, at the rate of his 
mansion, a man who nose as he drew near and saluted him , 
saying, "O Yahya, I am in sore need of that which is in thy 
hand, and I make Allah my intermedia with thee," So Yahya 
caus^ a place to be set apart for him in his house and bade 
his treasurer carry him a thousand dirhams every day and 
ordered that his diet be of the choicest of his own meat. The 
man abode in this case a whole month, at the end of which 
time, having received in all thirty thousand dirhams, and fear¬ 
ing lest Y^ya should take the money from him, because of 
the greatness of the sum, he departed by stealth.-And Shah- 
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ra2ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her pet' 
mitted say. 


»^ett it tiiatf dje tEbrte l^nttreb aitb ,^tndF* *£!eci)nti 


She said, Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the man, 
taking with him the money, departed by stealth. But when they 
told Yahya of this, he said, ‘’By Allah, though he had t^ed 
with me to the end of his days, yet liad I not stinted him of 
my largesse nor cut off from him the bounties of my hospitality!'* 
For, indeed, the eiceilences of the Barmecidp were |>ast count 
nor ri*n their \'irtues be committed to description, especially those 
of Yahya bin Khalid, for he was an ocean^ of nwle qualities, 
CA'en as eaith the poet of him. 


i asked of Bounty. ‘Art thou f^T Quoth she, • ‘No. 1 am «hvc to Yahjd 


Khalid'son!* ^ , . 

"BoughtCTl^' ^taJtjni I. ^Allah forfend* ^uoth ^oe. 


'By beii^hip^ sine tn 


And the foUow'ing is related of 


MOHAMMED ADAMIN AND THE SLAVE<3IRL, 


Ja’afar bin Musa AL^HAnr once had a slavc'girl, 3 lumt, 
oalToH Al'Badr al'Katnr, than whom there was not in her time 
a fairer of face nor shapelier of shape nor a more eluant of 
manners nor a more accomplished In the art of sjngmg and 
atriking suings^ iShe indeed perfect in beauty 
cxtreiDc in every chatnn. Now Motisunnied al^Amin,* iSon of 
Zubayd^h, fiesjxl of her and urgent with afar to sell her 
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to him; but he replied, “Thoi3 knowest it beseemeth not one 
of my rank to sell skve^girls nor set prices on concubines; but 
were she not a rearling I would send her to thee, as a gift, nor 
grudge her to thee.” And Mohammed al'Amin, some days after 
this went to Ja'afar's house, to make meny; and the host set 
before him that which it beho\Tth to set before true friends and 
bade the damsel Al'Badr al-Kabir sing to him and gladden him. 
So she tuned the lute and King with a ravishing mdody; whilst 
Mohammed al-Amin fell to drinking and jollity and bade the cup¬ 
bearers ply Ja'afar with much wine, till dicy made him drunken, 
when he took the damsel and carried her to his own house, but 
laid not a finger on her. And when the morrow dawned he bade 
invite ja'afar: and when he came, he sec wine before him and 
made the girl sing to him, from behind the curtain. Ja*afar knew 
her voice and was angered at this, but, of the nobleness of his 
nature and the magnanimity of his mind he showed no change. 
Now when the carousal was at an end, Ah Amin commanded one 
of his servants to fill the boat, wherein Ja’afar had come, with 
dirhams and dinars and all manner of jewels and jacinths and rich 
raiment and Etrads gabre. So he bid therein a thousand myriads 
of money and a thousand fine pearls, each worth twenty thousand 
dirhams; nor did he gi\'e over loading the barge with all manner 
of things predoup and rare, till the boatmen cried out for help, 
saying, 'The boat can’t hold any more;” whereupon he bade them 
carry' all this to Ja’afar’s palace. Such arc the exploits of the 
magnanimous, A llah have mercy on them! And a tale is re^ 
bred of 

THE SONS OF YAHYA BIN KHALID AND SA’fD BIN 
SALIM AL-BAHILI. 

Quoth Sa'id bin Salim al-Bahili^, “I was once in very narrow 
case, during the days of Harun al-Rashid, and debts accumubred 
upon me, burdening my back, and these I had no means of db' 
charging. I wms at my wits’ end w'hat to do, for my doors were 
blocked up w'ith creditors and I without cease importuned for 
payment by claimants, who dunned me in crowds till at Ust I was 
sore perplexed and troubled. So 1 bctot'ik myself to Abdallah bin 


^ Aitmi iirdi ^cvermt in IChurftun yndcr Al-MAunun. 
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Malik al'Khuia'i^ and besought him to extend the hand of aid 
with his judgment and direct me of his good counsel to the door 
of leliei'; and he said, ‘None can save thee from this thy strait 
and sorrowful state save the Bannecidcs.' Quoth I, ‘Who can 
brook their pride and put up patiently with their arrogant pre- 
tensions?' and quoth he, *Thou wilt put up with all this for the 

bettenng of case.* ”-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her poinitted say. 

Clbcn if teas rtji tE&rct S?unhreh anh ^inetp-lfjirh dJigtlt, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abdalbh 
ibn Maiilt d-Khuea'i said to Sa'id bin Salim, “TTiou wilt put up 
with all this for the bettering of thy case," "So I left him suddenly 
(continued Sa'id) and went straight to Al'Fazl and ]a afar, sons 
of Yahyi bin Kh^d, to whom I related my drcumstancesj 
whereto they replied, “Allah give thee His aid, and render thee 
by His bounties independent of His creatures and vouchsafe 
thee abundant weal and bestow on thee w*hat shall su^cc 
without the need of any but Himself: for whatso He wilkth 
that He can, and He is gracious with His servants and know'eth 
their wants.' So I went out from the twain and returned to 
Abdallah, with straitened breast and mind perplexed and heavy 
of heart, and repeated to him wliat they had said. Quoth he. 
Thou wouldflt do well to abide with us this day, that we may 
see what Allah Almighty will decree.' So I sat with him awhile, 
when lo! up came my servant, who said to me, ‘O my lord, there 
are at our door many laden mules, and with them a man, who 
says he is the agent of AhFail and Ja'afar bin Yahya, Quoth 
Abdallah, ‘1 trust chat relief is come to thee: rl^ up and see 
what is the matter.' So I left him and, hastening to my Bouse, 
found at the door a man who gave me a note wherein w'as written 
the following: 'After thou hadst been with us and we heard thy 
case, we betook ourselves to the Caliph and informed him that ill 
conation had reduced thee to the humiliation of begging; where' 
Upon he order^ us to supply tbee with ^ thoussitd thous^c! 
dirhams from the Treasury. We represented to hint: The debtor 
will spend this money in paying off ci^ditors and wiping off debt; 
whence then shidl he provide for his subsistence? So he ordma 
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chce other three hiindred thousand, and each of ua hath also sent 
thee, of tus proper wealth, a thousand thousand dirhams: so that 
thou hast now three thousand thousand and three hundred thoir' 
sand dirhams wherewithal to order and aiu^d thine estate/ *' 
See, then, the munificence of these magnificosr Almighty Allah 
have mercy on them! And a tale is told of 


THE WOMAK'S TRICK AGAINST HER HUSBAND, 

A MAN brought his wife a fish one Friday and, bidding her cook it 
against the end of the congregational prayers, went out to his 
c^c and business. Meanwhile in came her friend who b&dt her 
to a wedding at his house; so she agreed and, laying the in a 
jar of water, went off with him ancF was absent a whole week dll 
the Friday foUow'ing/ whilst her husband sought her from house 
to house and enquired after her; but none could give him any 
tidings of Iwr. New on the nest Friday she c^e liome and he 
fell foul of her; but she brought out to him the fish alive from the 
jar and assembled the folk against him and told them her tale. 

-And Shahrazad perceivea the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. 

tSfirn jl fa]a£ tfit t^hrre anh ^tnrtp-rmirti) 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the woman 
brought out the fish ahve from the water-jar and assembled the 
folk against her husband, and told them her tale. He also told 
his; but they credited him not and said, “It cannot be that the 
fish should have remained abve all this while/' So they proved 
him mad and imprisoned him and mocked at him, whereupon he 
shed tears in floods and recited these two couplets, 

*'01d hag, of high degree in ffithy life, * fare her monfitrous Icwd^ 

ness wimcssei. 

When merwtruous ibe bawds; when clean she whores; • And all her time 
bawd adukenes ia.*' 

And a ule is relate of the 


* Moilcin wmncTi hate ihk (dvintisc ftvir theif Wdxem they rmn 

Imte die hnue of fixKer or hu^btnJ aihI^ vtiEhoui utdng ;xmiiialon, pty d veek or un 
d^}ri* Tmc 10 their fncniii- Bui tiuej- irc noi cjc;Kctt<1 li> meti tha.r lovtrv 



The Devout Woman and the Two Wickeh Eldem. 97 


THE DEVOUT WOMAN AND THE TWO WICKED 

elders; 

Thesls was in times of yore aiici in ages long gone before, a 
virtuous woman among the children of Israel, who was pious and 
devout and used every day to go out to the place of prayer^ first 
entering a garden, which adjoined thereto, and there maJdng the 
minor ablution. Now there were in this garden two old men, its 
keepers, and both Shaykhs fell in love with her and sought her 
favoure; but she refused, w^hereupon said they, ‘'Unless thou yield 
thy body to us, we will bear witness against thee of fornication.” 
Quoth she, Allah will presm^e me from your frowardnessl” 
Then they opened the garden-gate and cried out, and the folk 
mrn i*! to them from all places, saying “^'hat aileth you?” Quoth 
they, ”We found this damsel in company w^ith a youth who was 
doing lewdness with her; but he escaped from our hands.” Now 
it was the wont of the people of chose days to expose adulterer 
and adulteress to pubhc reproach for three days, and after stone 
them. So they cried her name in the public streets for three days, 
whilst the two elders came up to her daily and, laying their hands 
on her head, said, "Praised be Allah who hath sent down on thee 
His righteous indignation f" Now on the fourth day, when they 
bore her away to stone her. they were followed by a bd named 
Daniel, who was then only twelve years old, and this was to be the 
first of his miracles (upon our Prophet and upon Kim the blessing 
and peace!). And he ceased not following them to the place of 
execution, till he came up with them and said to them, “Hasten 
not CO stone her, till 1 judge between them.” So they set him a 
chair and he sat down and summoned the old men separately. 
(Now he was the first ever separated witnesses.) Then said he to 
the first, "What sawest thou?"'' So he repeated to him his story, 
and Darud asked, "In what part of the garden did this befal?” 
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and he answered, “On the eastemside, under a pear-tree " Then he 
the other old man and asked him the same question, and he 
replied, “On the western side of the garden, under an apple-ture " 
Meanwhile the damsel stood by, with her hands and eyes raised 
heavenwards, imploring the Lord for deliverance. Then Allah 
Almighty sent down His blasting le\'cn-fke upon the elders and 
consumed them, and on this wise the Lord made manifest the 
innocence of the damsel. Such was the first of the mitacles of 
the Prophet Daniel, on whom be blessing and peace? And they 
relate a tale of 


jA’AFAR THE BARMECIDE AND THE OLD BADAWL 

The Commander of the Faithful, Harun al-Radud, went out one 
day, with Abu Ya'Kub the cup-companion’ and Ja’a/ar the Barme¬ 
cide and Abu Nowas, into the desert, where they fell in with an 
old man propt against his asa. The Caliph bade Ja*afar learn of 
him w'hence he came; so he asked him, “Whence comest thou? ’ 

and be answered, “From Bassorah/*-And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her penaitted say. 


it hian ttlt tEfitet anh 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when 
Ja^afar a^cd the man , “^‘Whence comest thou?*'; he answered 
“From Bassonih." Quoth Ja’afar, “And whither goest thou?’* 
Quoth the other. “To Baghdad," Then ja’afar enquired “And 
what wilt thou do there?" and the old man replied, “I go to seek 
medicine for my eye." Said the Caliph, “O ja’afar, make thou 
sport with him," and answered Ja'afar, “1 shall hear what I shall 
exceedingly mislike.*" But A-Rashid rejoined, “I eha^e thee 
on my authority, jest with him." Thereupon Ja'afar said to the 
Badawi, "If I prescribe thee a medicine that shall profit thee, 
what wilt thou give me in return?" Quoth the other, “Allah 


^ Who^ Sn oitch tfluCj VGuld fcfymcnt fiur c(^Uim~3r. 

^ The Bidairi nf>t EHiJy itwiyx tcLb the mith,, a ficffecit au mUl the twiuiblk; 
ii Ulunt in tptech hin and he h« a hwd Fcmfih hiimmir »Mch 
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Almighty will re^uics the kindness with whit is better for thee 
rKan any requital of mine," Continued ja^afar, Now Imd me 
an car and 1 will give thee a prcscripqon. which I have given to 
none hut thee ” "What is that?" asked die Badawi; and Ja'afar 
answered, 'Take three ounces of w-ind-breaths and the like of 
sunbeams and the same of moonshine and as much of lamp'light; 
miv them well together and let them lie in the wind three montba. 
Then place them three months in a morrar without a bottom and 
pound them to fine powder and after trituration set them in a cleft 
platter, and let it stand in the wind other thr« months; after 
which use of this Tn€<licine: drachtus ever\^ night in thy 

and, Inshalkb! thou shalt be healed and whole." Now when the 
Badawi heard this, he stretched himsdf out to full length on ^ 
donkey's back and let fly a terrible loud fart* and said to Ja'afar. 
‘Take this fart in payment of thy prescription. When I have 
followed it, if Allah grant me recovery, 1 will give thee a 
girl, who <ha11 serve thee m thy lifetime a service, wherewith Allah 
shall cut short thy term: and when thou diest and the Lord 
hiuTieth thy soul to she shall blacten thy face with her 

skite, of her mourning fo^r thee, and shall keen and^beat her face, 
saying, *0 frosty-beard, what a fool thou wasi*? Thereupon 
Harun al-Rashid laughed till he fell backward, and cr^r^ the 
Badawi three thousand silver pieces. And a tale is told of 


THE CALIPH OMAR BIN AL KHATTAB AND THE 
YOUNG BADAWI. 

Tke Sharif Husayn fain Rayyun rdateth that the Caliph Omar fam 
Al'Khattab was ritiing one day judging the folk and doing 
between his subjects, attended by the best and wisest of his 
counsellors, when there came up to him a ymitli ramely and 
cleanly attired, upon whom two very handsome youths had laid 
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hold and were haling by the ojllar till they set him in the 
presence. Whereupon the Commander of the Faithful, Omar, 
looked at him and them and bade them loose him; then, calling 
him near to himself, asked the twain, “What is your ense with 
him?’ They answered, “O Prince of True Believers, we are 
two brothers by one mother and as followers of verity known are 
we. We liad a father, a very old man of good counse!, honoured 
by the tribes, sound of baseness and renowned for goodliness, who 
reared us tenderly in childhood, and loaded us with favours in 

manhood;* ■-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


tthm it tnatf t(fc CJjree ©untirtu 4nh iii’sht. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the two 
youths said to the Commander of the Faithful, Omar son of Al' 
Khattab, “Our father was a man honoured by the tribes, sound of 
baseness and renowned for goodliness, who reared us ddicately in 
childhood, and loaded us with favours in manhood; in fine, a sea 
of noble and illustrious qualities, worthy of the poet’s praise, 

‘la of Shaybin-r tiuy a^ted; • Quoth I *Nay, by my life, of 

himfl Sbayban; 

How many a tite roec high by a noble iOn, * As Allah * prophet cloriEed 
Adnanl* 

Now he went forth this day to his garden, to refresh Idmsdf 
amongst its trees and pluck the ripe fruits, when this young mnn 
slew him wrongously and swerved from the road of righteousness; 
wherefore we demand of thee the retribution of his crime and call 
upon thee to pa^ judgment upon him, according to the command' 
ment of Allah. Then Omar cast a temble look at the accused 
youth and said to him, "Verily thou hearesc the compLrint these 
two young men prefer; what bast thou in reply to aver?” But 


* P. N af trib^T in The N’ight* 

bqptt*, b SenertUr v) be the ajbtb 
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Beyund Adiun iKine aave Allah »ottech am] the seneiiii^tti Ucl" tHlgrifflagcii. 3f4.> 
M_ C. de PcftETjif dMixi Adnan abmic B^C 136. 







Ohak sik ai.'Khatta 3 AMD Tin Young Badawi. loi 

he was brax'C of heart and bold of speech, having doffed the robe 
of pustHanimity^ and put off the ga^ of cowardry; ao he smiled 
and spake in die most eloquent and elegant words; and, after 
paying the usual ceremonial compliment to the Caliph, sai^ ”By 
Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I have indeed given ear to 
their complaint, and they have told the truth in that whidi they 
tell, so far as they have set out what befcl; and the commandment 
of Allah is a decreed decree,'^ But 1 will forthright state my case 
between thy hands, and it is for thee to give commands. Know 
then, O Prince of the Faithful, that I am a very Arab of the 
Arables,^ the noblest of those that are beneath the skies. ! grew 
up in the dwellings of the w old and fell, till evil times my tribe 
befel, when I came to the outskirts of this town, with my family 
and wluuso goods 1 own; and as I went along one of the paths 
leading to its gardens, orchards and garths, with my sl^'C^els 
highly esteemed and by me most precious deemed, and midst 
them a stallion of noble blood and shape right good, a plenteous 
getter of brood, by whom the females abundantly bore and who 
walked among them as though a kingly crown he w'ore, one of the 
she'cameb broke away; and, running to the garden of these 
young men's father, where the trees showed above the wall, put 
forth her lips and began to feed as in stall. 1 ran to her, to drive 
her away, when behold, there appeared, at a breach of the wall, an 
old main and grey, whose eyes sparkled with angry ra.y, holding in 
his right a stone to throw and swaying to and fro, with a swing 
like a lion ready for a spring. He cast the stone at my stalhon, 
and it killed him for it struck a vital part. When I saw the 
stallion drop dead beside me, ! felt live coals of anger kindled in 
my heart; so 1 took up the very same stone and throwing it at the 
old man, it was the cause of His bane and ban: thus his own 
wrongful act returned to him anew, and the man was ^n of that 
wherewith he slew. When the stone struck him, he cried out 
with a great ay and shrieked out a terrible shriek, w'hcrcupon 
I hn.stened from the spot; but these two young men hurried sdter 
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me and laid hands on me and bei^ore chec carried me.** Quoth 
Omar (Almighty AUah accept of himf), * *'Thou hast confessed 
what thou committedest, and of acquittal there is no possible 
occasmn; for urgent is the law of ret^tion and they cried for 
mercy but it was not a time to escape.”' The youth answered. 
*"I and obey the judgment of the Imam, and I consent 
to all reqtiired by the law of Al lshun; but I have a young 
brother, whose old father, before his decease, appointed to him 
wealth in great stone and gold galore, and committed his affair 
to me before Allah, saying: *I give this into thy hand for thy 
brother: keep it for him w'ich ail tby might.' So 1 cook the 
money and buried it; nor doth any know of it but 1. Now, if 
thou adjudge me to be jusdeed forthright, the money will be lost 
and thou shalt be the cause of its loss; wherefore the child will 
sue thee for his due on the day ivhcn the Creator shall judge 
between His creatures. But, if thou wile grant me three days* 
delay, 1 will appoint some guardian to administer the affairs of 
the boy and return to answer my debt; and I have one who will 
be my surety for the fulfilment of this my promise.*' So the 
Commander of the Faithful bowed hie head awhile, then raised 
it and looking round upon those present, said, “ Who wdiJ stand 
surety by me for his letum to this place?'* And the youth looked 
at the faces of those who were in company and pointing to Abu 
Zarr,' in preference to all present, said, ‘This man shaffl answer 
for me and be my baiL" A nd Shahraaad perceived the dawn 
of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Klfieti it teas tfie tCbree jE^unfireli anb iJt’Qfit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
youth pointed to Abu Zarr and said. "This man shall answer for 
me and be my hail," Omar (Allah accept of Iiim!) ^ g i d . “O Abu 
Zarr, dost thou hear these words and wilt tliou be surety to me for 
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the return of this youth?” He answeredt “^Ycs, O CommaDder 
of the Faithful, 1 will be surety for him three days.” So the 
Caliph accepted his guarantee and let the young man go. Now 
tvhen the appointed time passed and the days of grace were nearly 
or quite at end yet the youth came not, the Caliph took seat in his 
coundl, with the Companions surrounding liim, like the constelk' 
tions about the moon, Abu Zarr and the plaintiffs being also pr®' 
sent: and tlie avengers said, “Where is the defendant, O Abu 
Zar r, and how shall be return, having once fled? But we will not 
stir from our places till thou bring him to us, that we may take of 
him our blood-revenge,” Replied Abu Zarr, “By the truth of the 
All-W'ise King, if the three days of grace e.\pire and the young 
man return not, I will luITd my wTtrranty and surrender my person 
to the Imam:" and added Omar (whom Allah accept!), “By the 
Lord, if the young man appear not, I wiD assuredly execute on 
Abu Zarr that which is prescribed by the law of AMslamJ 
Thereupon the eyes of the bystanders ran over with tears; those 
who looked on groai^ed aloud and great was the clam our, Then the 
chiefs of the Companions urged the plaindfTs to accept the blood- 
wit and deserve the thanks of the folk; but they both refused and 
would accept nothing save the talion. However, as the folk were 
swaying to and fro like waves and loudly bemoaning Abu Zarr, 
beliold, up came the young Badaw'i; and, standing before the 
Imam, saluted him right courteously (with s\\'eat-beaded face and 
shining with the crescent's grace) and said to him, “T have given 
the lad in charge to his mother’s biothefa and hav'e made them 
acquainted with all that pertaincth to his affairs and let them, into 
the secrets of his monies: after which I liravcd the heats of noon 
and have kept my word as a frce-bom man," Thereupon the folk 
marv'elled, sseeing bis good faith and loyalty and his offering him- 
6^ to death with so stout a heart;, and one said to him, "How 
noble a youth art thou and how loyal to thy word of honour and 
thy devoir?" Rejoined he, “Are ye not convinced that when 
de^h presenteth itself, none can escape from it? And indeed, 1 
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have kept my word, that it be not said, ‘Good faith is gone from 
among mankind; ” Said Abu Zarr, “By Allah , O Ckimmander of 
the Faithful, I became warrant for this young man_ without know^ 
ing to what tribe he belonged, nor had I seen Iiim before that day; 
but, when he turned away from al who were present and singled 
me out, saying. This man shall answer for me and be my bail,' I 
thought it not right to refuse him, and generosity forbade to dis- 
appoint his desire, there being no harm in compliance therewith, 
that it be not bruited abroad. Benevolence is gone from among 
m!^ind;' Then said the two young men. ”0 Ckmmander of the 
Faithful, we forgive this youth our father's blood, seeing that he 
^th cl^ged desolation into cheerfulness: that it be not said, 
Humaruty is gone from among mankind.” So Ae Chliph rejoiced 
in the acquittance of the youth and hia truth and good faith; 
moreover, he magnified the generosity of Abu Zarr, extolling it 
over all Hs companions, and approved the resolve of the two 
yoi^ men for its benevolence, giving them praise with thanks 
and applying to their case the saying of the poet, 

“Wl» doth kindness to men diall be paid again; • Nc*« is fcindnea lost 
betwixt God and men,'' 

Then he offered to pay them, from the Treasury, the blood'wit 
for their father; but they refused, saying, “We forgave him only 
of our desire unto Allah,* the Bountiful, the Eicalted: and he who 
“ foUowcth not his benefits with reproach or with 

mischief."’ And amongst the tales they rdate is that of 
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THE CALIPH AL'MAAMUN AKD THE PYRAMIDS* 

OF EGYPT. 

It b told that the Caliph AhMaamun, sen of Haron al-RasbU 
when he entered the God^guaxded city pf Cain>i was nunded to 
pull down the Pyramids, that he might take what was 
but^ when he w^ent about to do this* he could not succeed, albeit 
his best was done. He espended a mint of money in the attempt, 

-^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased no 

say her permitted say* 


fflhtn il tuaS the ®|]ctt l&unhreh anh ^(netf-eishtfe 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Al*Ma^iin 
attempting to puU down the Pyramids, expended his mint of 
money^ but succeijded only in opening up ^ smalt tunnel in oti£ of 
them, whcrcio it is ^ he found treasure to the exact amount of 
the monies he had spent in the works, neither more nor less: 
whereat he marvelled and taking what he found there, desired 
from his deternilnatioa- Now the Pyramids arc three, and 
are one of the Wonders of the World; nor is chete on the face of 
earth aught like them for height and fashion and mysteries ; for 
they are built of huge rocks, and the builders proceeded by pierc' 
bg one block of stone and setting therein upright of iton ; 
after which they pierc^ a second block O'f stone and lowered it 
upon the first. Then they poured melted lead upon the clamps 
and set the blocks in geometrical order, rill the building was 
complete. Now the height of each pyramid was an hundred 
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cubite, of che aonoAl measure of the day, and it bad four faces, 
each thr^ hundred cubits long from the base and thence batter' 
ing upwards to a point. The ancients say that, in the western 
Pyramid, are thirty chambers of parti'coloured syenite, fuU of 
precious gems and treasures galore and rare images and utensils 
and costly weapons which arc anointed with egromanttc unguents, 
so that they may not rust till the day of Resurreaion.’ Tboiein, 
also, are vessels of glass which bend and break not, containii^ 
various kinds of compound drugs and sympathetic waters. In 
the second Pj'ramid are the records of che priests, written on 
tablels of syenite, to each priest his tablet, whereon are engraved 
the wondeis of his craft and his feats; and on the waits are 
human figures like idols, working with their hands at all manner 
of mechanism and seated on stepped thrones. Moreover, to each 
Pyramid there is a guardian treasurer who heepeth watch o\'Cr it 
and n’lrdeth it, to ^ eternity, against the ravages of time and the 
shifts of events; and indeed the marvels of these Pyramids 
astound all who have sight and insight. Many are the poems that 
describe them, thou shale thereby proft no small matter, and 
among the rest, quoth one of them, 

*^^1/ King^ would sec tlidr lugh emprise preserved^ ♦ be by tongues uf 

TTionuinencs chi!^' lajd: 

Secst nijt the P>^r^id3? Tbest two mduLre * Despite whjt idLuige 
Time and Cbancc lave jnade;"’' 


And quoth another^ 

*'Lcxjk an tW P]p™mdjs^ and hear the twaia • Reewnt thdr armak of the 
long'goue Pa^L 

Could they but speak, hi^ inir\'eiB had they told * Of what Time did to 
tniin from firsr to 
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And quoth a third, 


•'My friend I pfithce tdt me, ‘neath the aky • !» aught -with Egypt's Pyra- 
naids can cmnpaic? . ^ , e r - 

BuilcUngs flduch frighten Time, all« what dwelii • On hack of earth m 
fear of TiiM must fa«: 

[f on ihetr marvels rest my right ao morn, • Yet these 1 ever enall m mem'' 
cry botT-*' 


And quoth a fourth, 

•■WhcTE u the man who bnilt the Pyramida? * What was his tribe, what 

day and where his tomb? , „ l l. 

The monuments survive the men who built • Awnilfi, til ovcnbnjwn by 

loudk of Docen." 


And men also tell a tale of 


the thief and the merchant. 

There was once a thief who repented to Ahiughty Allah with 
sincere penitence; so he opened him^ a shop for the sale of 
where he continued to trade awhile. It so ch^cra one ay 
that he locked his shop and went home, and m the night th^e 
came to the batar an artful thief disguised m the habit of the 
merchant, and pulling out beys from his sleeve, _^d to the watch¬ 
man of the market. "Light me this wax's^dle. The watch^ 

took the taper and went to light it,^-And Shahtasad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


fflhfd it taarf fte Chrtc Jbunhrtb anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious ^g, waidi* 

man took the taper and went to light it, whilst the thief op«ira 
the shop and lit another candle he had by him. When the i^tch' 
man came back, he found him seated in the shop, account-boo^ 
in hand, and reckoning with his fingers; nor did he cease to do 
thus point of day, when he said to the Fetch me a 

camel'driver and his camel, to carry some goods for me. 5o the 
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man fetched him a carnet, and the thief took four bales ‘ of stuffs 
and gave them to the cameleer, who loaded them on his beast. 
Then he gave the watchman two dirhams and went away aftjer the 
camel-driver, leaving the watchman believing him to be the owner 
of the shop. Now when the morning dawned and day broke 
the merchant came and the watchman began greeting him w'ith 
blesdngs, because of the two dirhams; but the shop-owner 
wondered at his words as one not knowing what he meant. 
When he opened his shop, he saw the droppings of the wax 
and the account'book lying on the floor, and looking round, 
found four bales of stuffs missing. So he asked the watchman 
what had happened and he told him what liad passed in the 
night and what bad been said to the cameleer, whereupon the 
merchant bade him fetch the man and asked him, "‘Whither 
didst thou carry the stuffs this morning?” Answered the driver, 
“To such a landing-place, and 1 stowed them on board such a 
vesfiel," Said the merchant, “Come with me thither;" so the 
camel'driver carried him to the landing-place and said to him, 
"This be the barque and this be her owner." Quoth the 
merchant to the seaman, “WTiither didst thou cany the merchant 
and the stuff? Answered the boat-master, “To such a place, 
where he fetched a camd-driver and, setting the bales on the 
camel, went his ways I know not whither." "Fetch me the 
cameleer who carried the goods," said the merchant; so he 
fetched him and the merchant said to him, "Whither didst thou 
cany the hales of stuffs from the ship?" *To such a Khan," 
answered be; and the merchant rejoined, “Come thither wi^ 
me and show it me/ So the camel-man went with him to a 
place far distant from the shore and showed him the Khan 
where he had set do\^-n the ^ffs, and at the same time the 
false mer^ant s magasine, which he opened and found therein 
jus fmm bound up as they had been packed. The thief 
had Imd his cloak over them; so the merchant took the cloak 
^ wdl as the and delivered them to the camel'driver, who 
laid them on 1^ camel; after w'hich he locked the magazine and 
went away with the cameleer. On the way, behold, he was 
<»ntatcd by the thief who followed him, till he had shipped 
the bales, when he said to him, “O my brother (Allah have 


_ rhe ltd|»n Ritmi. mr nam t-20 oirirr* of vwtxr 

rts.), which wir dKtton^Et dmvii fmm d^Ms {!). Night dctwims! 
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Masrur the Eunuch ahp Ijjk al'Karibi. 

thcc in His holy keeping!), thou imst indeed rKSveoed tl\y goods 
and naught oJ them is lost; so give me btii^ my cloak. The 
merchant laughed and, giving him back his cloak, let him go 
unhindei^; whereupon both went them ways. And they tell a 
tale of 


MASRUR the eunuch and IBN AL'KAR-TBl. 

The Commander of the Faithful, Harun al'Radud, was cscesd' 
ingly restless one night; so he said to his Wazir Jaafar, 1 am 
sleepless tcrtiight and my breast is straitened and I snow not 
what to do.'* Now his castrato Masrur sanding before him, 
and he laughed; whereupon the Caliph said “At whom laughest 
thou? is it to make mock of me or hath madness seized 
Answered i^Iasrur, “Nay, by Allah, O Commander of the Faith- 

ful_And Shahmzad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


ft J&iinbrctoth iltBht. 

She said. It liath reached me, O auspicious King, that H^ 
al'Rashid said to Masrur the Sworder. “Dost ^ou laugh to 
make mock of me or hath madness seised thee? Answered 
Masrur, "Nay, by Allah, O Commander of the FaithfuJ, I swear 
hy thy Icirvshfp to the Prince of Apostles, I did it not of luy 
will; but 1 went out yesterday to walk within sight of the pala^ 
and, coming to the bank of the Tigr^ saw there folk 
collected; so I stopped and found a man, Ibn al'Karibi bight, 
who was making them laugh; but just now 1 rci^ed what he 
said, and laughter got tlm better of me: and I crave pa^cm 
of thee, O Commander of the Faithful!" Quoth ihe Cahph, 
“Bring him to me forthright; so Masrur repaired in all ha^ 
to Ibn al'Karibi and said to him, "Answer the summons of the 
Commander of the Faithful," whereto he replied, 1 and 
obey." "But on condirion," added Masrur, that, it he gij^ 
thee aught, thou shaJt have a quarter and the rest be 
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the other thirdto which Masrur agr^sl, after much higgling 
and haggling, and they rcrurned to die palace together. Now 
when Ibn al'Karibi came into the Caliph'a presence be saluted 
him as men ^eet the Caliphate, and stood before him; where' 
upon said Al'Rashid to him, **lf than do not make me laugh, 
J wiU give thee three bbws with tliis bag," Quoth Ibn al'Karibi 
in his mind, "And a small matter were blows with that l^g, 
seeing that beating with w’hips huiteth me not;" for he thought 
the bag was empty. Then he began to deal out his drolleries, 
such as would toake the dismallesE jemmy guffaw, and gave vent 
to all manner of buffooneries; but the CtdipK laughed not neithii^ 
smiled, whereat Ibn al'Karibi man'elled and was chagrined and 
affrighted. Then said the Commander of the Faithful, *'Now 
hast thou earned the beating,” and gave him a blow with the 
bag, wherein were four pebbles each two rotols in weight. The 
blow fell on his neck and he gave a great cry, then calling to 
mind his compact with Masrur, said, '^‘Pardon, O Commander 
of the Faithful! Hear two words from me." Quoth the Cahph, 
“Say on," and quoth Ibn al'Karibi, "hfasrur made it a condition 
with me and I a covenant with him, that whatsocv'cr largesse 
might come to me of the bounties of the Commander of the 
Faithful, one'third thereof should be mine and the rest his; nor 
did he agree to leave me so much as one'third, save after much 
higgling and haggling. Now thou hast bestowed on me nothing 
but beating; I have had ray share and here scandech he, ready 
to receive his portion; so pay him the two other biows." Now 
when the Giliph heard this, he laughed till he fell on his back; 
then calling Mastur, he gave him a hbw, whereat he oded out 
and smd, "O Commander of the Faithful, the one-third sulficeth 

me: give him the two-thirds,"'-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Jfflljtn it teas t&r Jfaiir ©uithfEb anh Jfitit Jligtil, 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Ivfasrur 
cn'ed out, O Commander of the Faithful! the one-third sufficeth 
me; give him the two-thirds/' So the Caliph laughed at them 
and ordered them a thousand dinars each, and they went away, 
rejoicing at the largesse. And of the ta1« they tell is one of 
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THE DEVOTEE PRINCE. 

The Commander of tJic Faithful, Harun al^Rashid, had a son 
who, from the time he attained the age of sixteen, renounced the 
world and walked in the way* * of ascetics and devotees. He was 
wont to go out to the grave-yards and say, “Ye once ruled the 
worid, but that saved you not from death, and now are ye come to 
your sepulchres! Would Heaven 1 knew what ye said and what 
is i^ i d to you!“" And be wept as one weepeth who i$ troubled 
with fear and apprehension, and repeated the words of the poet, 

"Affright me funenh it every rime; • And wailing women grieve tnt to 
the soul!” 


Now it chanced one day, as he sat among the tombs, according to 
hifi custom, his lather passed by m all his state, surrounded by his 
Wazirs and Lords of the realm and the Officers of his household, 
who seeing the Caliph’s son with a gown of wtxjlkn stuff on his 
body and a twist of wool on his head by way of turband, said to 
one another, “Verily this youth dishonoureth the Commander of 
the Faithful among Kings: but, if he reproved him, he would 
leave his present w^ay of lifc^ Tlic Culiph heard these words; 
so quoth he to his son, “O my dear child, of a truth thou dis- 
gracest me by thy present way of life." The young man looked 
at him and made no reply: then he beckoned to a bird perched 
on the battlements of the palace, and said to it, "O thou bird, I 
conjure thee by Him who aeated thee, alight upon my hand.” 


^Arah. (i«h mJJctt by Mettici and tnyitic* m «mt«r w atwi* (roc 

krtwvledge (Ma'iifjt in Pfi*. Tbwejtft CKteiwvc lubjECtst few the pnaciiit 1 

Kiitiit Kfermn-Jeisloiht iin3f «nd (ii. 29,^ ^ , iiLt l i. 

* Altnilinr It* «ll<s r«Jiir '•Sejutac of the twnV. llui i> the Jewish Hibhur hale, 
k^ber whitii nil mine endure, aave Those who [lv«J in the Holy I,*ii4 or di«l no the Sabbath. 
«vt (Friaav oi^hrj. Then «me* ihe queftiomog by die Anpcla Moohar ami Njifcir 
{vuluadr ^;ilar unj Xaklr) fw which *et Un* t>l F chapt. irill.). Ift Egypt a 
^MuUkfein" fintelSisenccf) b lii™l to ptempr tml imtrun the deiO- w 

b^Ttming m quatitm these fart* «»f ihrir frith r a PeBtao jKquwoUnBce^^ mine ttllrf hia 

drsul father’s motnh with How anil fimliiiff it im loco un npenrnf the gnrve, pubUriy 
dcriJed the belief. Fut the M^lhih* had him Wi ihe Kip, after the faihion «rf rcveKni^ 
drclatlni: dwt the antweti were itwde ihrau«ii the whole hMy, net o«tly by the nwiith. 
At laat the V’okurein hwl « Sbiraa. 
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Wlicrcupon straightway it swooped down and perched on his 
finger. Then quoth he, ''Return to thy place;" and it did so. 
Pincsendy he said, "Alight on the hand of die Commander of the 
Faithful:'" but it refused there to f^ch, and he cried to his father, 
“It is diou that disgracest me amongst the Holy' Ones, by the 
love of the world; and now I axn resolved to part from thee, never 
to return to thee, save in the world to come,” Then he went 
down to Bassorah, where he took to working with those which 
wrought in day,^ rec^'ving, as his day’s hire, but a dirham and a 
danik;’ and with the da mb he fed himself and gave aims of the 
dirbam. (Quoth Abu Amir of Bassorah) "There fell down a wall 
in my house: so I w'ent forth to the station of the artisans to find 
a man who should repair it for me, and my eyes fell on a handsome 
youth of a radiant countenance. So I saluted him and ^ked him, 
‘O my friend, dost thou seek -work?’ * *Yes,’ answered be; and 
I said, 'Come with me and budd a wall." He replied, 'On certain 
conditions I will make with thee/ Quoth I 'What are they. 0 
my friend?'; and quoth he. 'hfy wage must be a dirham and a 
danrk, and agam when the Mu’eian calleth to prayer, thou sbalt 
let me go pray with the congregation.’ Tt is well,'' answered I 
and carried him to my place, where he fell to work, such work as 1 
never saw the like of. ^ Ptesently, I named to him the moming- 
mcai; but he said, *No; and I knew that he was fasting.^ When 
he heard the call to prayer, he said to me, Tiou knowest the 
condition?’ 'Yes,' answered I. So he loosed his girdle and, 
applying himself to the lesser ablution, made it after a fashion 
than which i never saw a fairer;* then he went to the mosque and 


^ * Ar»b. taint. Santoti (Ital, (onn) lito • alaYC. Seeie RiehirHwn CDi»«. 

m.U iSlilltnCicni qf th^ dlfonuCc betwfSl Wall mnd WiJi hy tho CaUpH 

^Kjfid!lr pf Ciuurnl. 

ela? purfiiUd ttitlictma’ whScIi icrret m mortar for wtUi 
^It D^dobe or »un dned brici. I made a miotake innir FiIgHmage (i. lOl) tnnkariiw 
gu *L71n the old Phatw of .^Itrandrii, by “Headiuid af Fig*." It» Hesuliiod of Ctiy 
M cktied from the «g3k there feuod lod whicit EutiporrcU an old potterr, 

* The d*ni1t (Fiji. Dang) it the MtH of a dirham. Mr. S. L. Fbote (The Acad. AprU 
26, ‘^9) prefen hii luicte't treniladon "» ««h'’ (what of?) to Mr. Pujiw’i ’'farthiaa." 
"nie Uitcj- at any nic h inteLLf^blt 

♦The denetee wu "Silm ftUahr" U. he never ate tmr drank from dayCght to dark 
uuoagJWttit the yeir, 

* Xfle iblntlCHD qf ft CfHmriiqfi irtcill frqni fhii f af m pJuHItttl ft# much -U 

thr e#ttng of ■ £^wn #n4 a gcndcn^An. Moncqvtr chcfc ixc impoititic ttchukMl 
Gctcci bcEwofid the WuEi njF tha 3mi£u the Shl'ih, 
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ptayed with the congregation and returned to his work. He did 
the same upon the call to mid'afteroDon prayer, and when I saw 
him fall to work again thereafterward, 1 said to him, ‘O my friend, 
verily the hours of labour are over; a workman's day is but till the 
time of aftemoon'prayer.' But he replied, ‘Praise to the Lord, 
my service is till the night.' And he ceased not to work till 
nightfall, when I gave him two dirhams; whereupon he asked 
'What is this!’; and I answered, ‘By Allah, this is but part of 
thy wage, because of thy diligence in my service.' But he threw 
them back to me saying, 'I will have no more chan w'as agreed 
upon between us twain.' I urged him to take them, but could 
not prevail upon turn; so I gave him the dirham and the danik, 
and he went away. And when moming dawned, I went to the 
station but found him not; so 1 enquired for him and was told, 
‘He cometb thither only on Sabbaths,' Accordingly, when 
Saturday came, 1 betook me to the market and hnding there, 
said to him, 'Bisiniikh, do me the favour to come and work for 
me,* Said he, ‘Upon the conditfons thou wottest;' and 1 answered 
'Year Then carrying him to nay house I stood to watch him 
where he could not see me; and he took a handful of puddled clay 
and laid it on the wall, when, behold, the scones ranged them' 
selves one upon other; and 1 said, 'On this wise are Allah's 
holy ones.’ He worked out Ids day and did even more than 
before; and when it was night, T gave him his hire, and he took 
it and walked away. Now w'hen the third Saturday came round, 
I went CO the place of standing, but found him not; so I asked 
after him and they told me, 'He is sick and lying in the shanty 
of such a woman.' Now this was an old wife, renowned for piety, 
who had a hovel of reeds in the burial'ground. So I fared thither 
and found him stretched on the fioor which was bare, with a brick 
for a pillow and his face beaming like the new moon with light. 
I saluted him and he returned my salam; and I sat down at his 
head W'ecping over his fair yoAmg years and absence from home 
and submission to the will of ms Lord, Then smd I to hfm^ 
‘Hast thou any need?’ 'Yes,' answ’cred he; and I said, 'What 
is itr He replied, 'Come hither to^norrow in the forenoon and 
thou wilt 6nci me dead. Wash me and dig my grave and tell none 
thereof: but shroud me in this my gown, after thou hast unsewn 
it and taken out what thou shale find in the bosom'pocket, which 
keep with thee. Then, when thou hast prayed over me and laid 
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me in the dust^ go to Baghdad and watch for the Caliph Harun 
ai'Rasbid, till he come forth, when do thou gjve him what thou 
sbalt Snd in the breast of my gown and bear him my salutation.' 
Then he ejaculated the profesaion of the Faith and glorified hk 
God in the most doquent of words* rcciring these couplets, 

'Cany the trust qF him whom death awaits * To Al'Eashid, and God 
icwaid thy care! 

And say, *An oule who desued thy si^ht * Lung loving, fmio afar fiends 

E retmg fair. 

•le nor irlt (No!) him fram thee wiflidricw. * Kissing ihy tight to 
Heivcn brought him near' 

But what estrangm his soul, O sire. fmiD thee • Is that thy worldly joys it 
would not share!’ 

Then he betook himself to prayer, asking pardon of Allah”- 

And Shahratiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


Satjfn ft toas rijc Jftmr J^anbrriJ anh ^tcanh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the youth 
then betook himself to asking pardon of Alkh and to invoking 
prayer and praise upon the Apostle and the Lord of the Just and 
repeating verses of the Koran ^ after which he recit^ these 
couplets, 

“O sire, be not deceived by worldly jfjya; • For life must pass, and joy 
iDiut learn to moum; 

Wild thou an tuld of folk in evil plight, * Tliitik thou must answer for 
all hearts forlorn.; 

And when tlwu bear thy dead toward the tombs, * Know thou wilt like¬ 
wise cm that way he borne.” 

Cfjntinued Abu Amir the Basti, *'Now when the youth had ended 
his chaise and his verses I left him and went home. On the 
tnotrow, 1 nrtumtid, at the appointed hour, and found him indeed 
dead, the mercy of Allah be upon him! So I washed him and, 
unsewing his gown* found in the bosom a ruby worth thousands 
of gold pieces and said to myself* 'By Allah, this youth was indeed 


^ by Ncnouniig lui hthcr^ 
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weaned from worldly things!* * After I had buried him, I made 
my way to Baghdad and, going to the Caliph's palace, waited till 
he came forth, when 1 addressed him in one of the streets and 
gave him the ruby, which when he saw, he knew and fell down in 
a faintingdit. His attendants laid hands on me, but he revived 
and said to them, ■‘Release him and bring him courteously to the 
palace.* They did his bidding, and when he returned, he sent 
for me and carrying me into his chamber said to me, ‘How doth 
the owner of this ruby?’ Quoth t, ‘Verily he is dead;' and 
told him what had passed; whereupon he fell a-weeping and said, 
“The son hath gained; but the sue hath lost.' Tlien he called 
out, saying, *Ho, such an one!'; and iiehold, there came out to 
him a lady who, when she saw me, would have withdrawn; but he 
cried to her, ‘Come; and mind him not.* So she entered and 
saluted, and he threw her the ruby, which when she saw and she 
knew, she shrieked a great shriek and fell down in a swoon. As 
soon as she came to herself, she said, 'O Commander of the 
Faithful, what hath Allah done with my son?’: and he said to 
me, 'Do thou tell her his case' (as he could not speak for 
weeping). Accordingly, I repeated the story to her, and she began 
to shed tears and say in a faint and failing voice, 'How I have 
longed for thy sight, O solace of mine eycsl' Would t might have 
given thee to drink, when thou hadst none to slake thy thirst! 
Woidd 1 might have cheered thee, whenas thou foundest never a 
cheererl' And she poured forth tears and recited these couplets, 

'"I weep for imc whose lot a Irniely death bcfel; • Without a friend to 
whom be might complain and moon: 

And after glory and glad union with his friends, * He woke to dcsoh' 
non, fnendiess, lom and ionet 

What Fortune hides a while die sotm to men shall show; * Death never 
spared a man: no, not a single one: 

O al^ent one, my laml decpoed ihec strangerhood, • Far from thy ncaresc 
friends and to long eaile gone: 

Though Death forbid tny hope of meeting here again, * On Doooi day'S 
isoTTow wc shall meet again, my son!’* 

Quoth I. “O Commander of the Faithful, was he indeed thy 


’ "niifl ymine saint **s a* mdfiifi ami unnKuTal s sifnMf ii Saint Atedu* of the G«a 
RtimaRontm (Tale to whom my fricnJ, the late Tlwtnw WiigKt, xdmiiiljtKteii Jose 
fmd due puED&hmciit. 

* The are afl'aning enQueh, thtniah by iw mcana U#!' i™«r- 
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son?' Quoth he, 'Yes, and indeed, before I suo^ded to this 
office, he was wont to visit the kamed and company with the 
devout; but, when I became Gaiiph, he grew estranged from me 
and withdrew himself apart,* Then said I to his mother, 'Verily 
this thy son hath cut the world and devoted his life to Almighty 
Allah, and it may be that hard times shall befal him and he be 
smitten with trial of c^ii chance; wherefore do thou give hini this 
ruby, which he may find useful in hour of need.* So she gave it 
him, conjuring him to cake it, and he obeyed her bidding. Then 
he left to us the things of our world and removed himself from us; 
nor did he cease to be absent from us, till Im went to the presence 
of Allah (to whom be Honour and Gloryi). pious and pure.' 
Then said he, ‘Come, show me his grave.’ So, I travelled with 
him to Baasorah and showed him his son's grave; and when he 
saw ic, he wept and lamented, till he fell down in a swoon; after 
which he recovered and asked pardon of the Lord, saying, ‘We 
are Allah's and unto Him we are retumingr; and mvoked 
blessings on the dead. Then he asked me to become his com'' 
panion, but 1 said to him. 'O Gammander of the Faithful, verily, 
in thy son's case is for me the most momentous of admonitioosr 
And I recited these couplets, 

‘ 'Tis I am ike etnnger, vUited by rtCRic; * I iun the sprangcr thoufdi in 
(own my own; 

Tis I am the itianger' belting kith and son, • And friend to wknii I mote 
for aidance run. 

I in mosques which are my only home; * My h^arc there worm and 
shall for ever wone; 

Thta liud ye Ailah, Lord of Wosrldj^ as long * As scnil and body dwell 
la unionr " 


And a famous tale is told of 


* Thfi food youji^ Him ciii hU hthex fot tw rcaacmi? secukr pwwer [an ibominiiion (o 
fcqd Moslemi) mud defircrivc title to tie Tbc Ucter ii s tnoible » Turkey m 

day and with time vUl pcove worte. 



ScHOOLi4ASTER WHO FeU, tJJ LoVE BY RzPORT, 1 1 ? 


THE UNWISE SCHOOLMASTER WHO FELL IN LOVE 

BY REPORT, 

Quoth one of the learned^ "I pased once by a school, whemn a 
schoolmaster was coaching children; so i entered, finding him a 
good-looking man and a well-dressed; when he rose to me and 
made me sic with him. Then I ejcamioed him in the Koran and in 
syntax and prosody and lexicography; and behold, he was perfect 
in all required of hirn so I said to him, 'Allah strengthen thy 
purpose! Thou art indeed versed in ah that is requisite,’ 
Thereafter 1 frequented him a while, discovering daily some new 
excellence in him, and quoth 1 to myself, This is indeed a wonder 
in any domime; for the wise are agreed upon a lack of wit in 
children’s teachers.’ Then I separated myself from him and 
sought him and visited him only every few days, till coming to 
see him one day as of wont, I found the school shut and made 
enquiry of his neighbours, who replied, 'Some one is dead in his 
house.’ So I said in my mind, “Ic behoveth me to pay him a 
visit of condolence,’ and going to his house, knocked at the door, 
when a slave-girl came out to me and asked, ’WTiat dost thou 
want?' and i answered, ’I want thy master.* She replied, 
‘He is sitting alone, mourning;* and I rejoined. Tell him that 
his friend so and so secketh to console him,’ She went in and 
told him; and he said, ‘Admit him.' So she brought me in to 
Kim , and 1 found him seated alone and his head bound with 
mounung ^ts. So I said to him, ‘Allah requite thee amply! 
this is a path all must perforce tread, and it behoveth thee to take 
patience;’ adding, ‘But who is dead unto thee?' He answered, 
‘One who was dearest of the folk to me and best beloved.* ‘Per¬ 
haps thy father?* ‘No!’ Thy brother?' ‘No!* ‘One of thy 
kindred?* 'No!' Then asked I, *^T:iat relation was the dead 
to dice?'; and he answered, ‘My lover.’ Quoth 1 to myadf 
‘This is the first proof to swear by of his lack of wit,* So I said 
to him , ‘Assuredly there be others than she and fairer;* and he 
made answer, 'I never saw her, that I might judge whether or no 
there be others fairer than she.’ Quodi I to myself, This is 
another proof positive,’ Then 1 said to him, ‘And how oouldst 
thou fall ui love with one thou hast never seen?’ He replied 
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‘Know that 1 was sictmg one day at the window, when b! there 
passed by a man, singing the following distich, 

‘UmiD Ainr‘.' thy boons AUah repay! * * Gne back my heart b«*t -where 
it may!* ” 

And Shohrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 

£Qt)cn It iaas the jFour iS^utihreti anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspeious King, chat the school' 
master continued, “ ‘When 1 heard me man humming these words 
as he passed along the street, I said to myself, ‘Except this 
Umm Amru were without equal in the world, the poets had not 
celebrated her in ode and canson.* So I fell in love with her; 
but, two days after, the same man pitssed, singing the following 
couplet, 

*Ass and Umm Amr went their way; * Nor she, nor ass returned for aye.' 

Thereupon I knew that she was dead and mourned for her. This 
was tbi^ days ago, and I have been tnourning ever since. So I 
left him, (concluded the learned one) and far^ forth, having as' 
sured myself of the weakness of the gerund-grinder’s wit." And 
they tell another and a similar tale of 

THE FOOUSH DOMINIE.® 

Once upon a time, a schoolmaster was visited by a man of letters 
who entered a ^ool and, sitting doMTi by the host’s side, entered 
into discourse w'ith him and found him an accomplished theo¬ 
logian, poet, grammarian, philologist and poet; intelligent, well 
bred and pleasant spoken; whereat he wondered, saying in him- 


* Untrti Amri Afiini onA (tftuiotiDixd Anir^) m. rmirnQnjrmiCf <i| Amrur^ 

TTiii ffwy Itfe trrrmnaJ werte ii i rf^Lir joc MiUcr^ 

* AbnK %nd derukin of ^dhooln^-LO^lef jfc kabjccti in liw Em ii m the Wraf* 

(Qncm DiJ aicrufic piedj^dgimi feccrunt). AmticvInJj^jii inll r^EHCPibers 

Bachduc-ki gind mm ingfuli Id thl 
Schoobiuito' bum I 

Who^mbtnl iitj RTigcrcd fbe Gttk bmo f**) 
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self. cannot be that a man who teacheth children in a schooli 
should ba v« a perfect wit/’ Now when he was about to po awa.jr, 
the pedant said to Sim. ”Thou art my guest tcpnight;” and he 
consented to receive hospitality and accompanied him to his house, 
where he made much of him and set food before him. They ate 
and drank and sac tallring^ till a third part of the night was past 
when the host spread his guest a bed and went up to his Harim, 
The stranger lay down and addressed himself to sleep, when, bc' 
hold, there arose a great clamour in the women s roonis« He asked 
w^t was the matter and they said, **A terrible thing hath be¬ 
fallen the Shaykh and he is at the last gasp.” Said he, ’‘Take tne 
up to him”; so they took him up to the pedagogue whom he 
found lying insensible, with his blood streaming down. He 
^tinkled water on his face and when he revived, he a^ted him 
“What hath bedded thee? When thou lefeest me, thou wast in 
all good cheer and whole of body;” and he answered, “O my 
brother, after f left thee, 1 sat meditating on the creative works of 
Almighty Allah, and said to myself; Tn every thing the Lord 
hath created for man, there is an use; for He (to WTiom be glory!) 
made the hands to seise, the feet to walk, the eyes to see, the ears 
to hear and the penis to increase and multiply; and so on with alt 
the members of the body, except these two bollocks; there is no 
use in them/ So I took a razor I had by me and cut them off; 
and there befd me what thou seest/* So the guest left him and 
went away, saying, “He was in the right who said, 'Verily no 
schoolmaster who teacheth children can have a perfect wit, though 
he know all the sciences/ ” And they tell a pliasant talc of the 


ILLITERATE WHO SET UP FOR A SCHOOLMASTER. 

TtrERs was once, among the menials* of a certain mosque, a 
man who knew not how to write or even to read and w'ho gained 
his bread by gulling folk- One day, it occurred to him to open a 
school and teach children: so he got ^etber writing-tablets and 
written papers and hung them up in a high pbee. Then he 


* Arab, "Majawirirt"** the Idwcr ttfTfaitti, *»i?epcri dr. Pi%riinige iL 161p 
it i .1 ftba sppli Oil to certain*' ietttert^" sic Burckhard r (No. 4S0) riotices mnnthd 

rnEafun^ “forEigncrsi who xttciid mos^luic-tcctiire*'^ ind quaw* ihc iriEgiiiB- 

Jigeit C* qiioth B, and for hi* ^filkLuc* reBdetli (Mujiwif) Mcccah.** 
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greatened his turband^ and sat down at the door of the school; 
and when the people, who passed by, saw his huge head-gear and 
tablets and scrolls, they thought he must be a very learned peda' 
gogue; so they brought him their children; and he would say to 
this, ’‘Write,” and to that “Read"; and thus the little onw 
taught one another. Now one day, as he sat as of wont, at the 
door of the school, behold, up came a woman letter in hand, and 
he said in his mind, "This woman doubtless seeketh me, that I 
may read her the missive she hath in her hand; how shall 1 do 
with her, seeing I cannot md writing?" And he wmdd fain have 
gone down and Qed from her; hut, before he could do this, she 
overtook him and said to him, “Whither away?" Quoth b^ "I 
purpose to pray the noon^prayer and remm," Quoth she, “Noon 
is yet distant, so read me this letter." He took the letter and 
turning it upside down, fell to looking at it, now shaking his head 
till his turband quivered, then dandng his eyebrows and anon 
show'ing anger and concetti. Now the letter came from the wo* 
man'^shusband, who was absent; and wh^i she saw the dominie do 
on this wise, she said to herself, "Doubtless my husband is dead, 
and this learned doctor of law and religion is ashamed to tell me 
so," So she said to him, "O my lord, if he be dead, tell me;" but 
he shook his head and hdd his peace. Then said she, "Shall I rend 
my raiment?" “Rend!" replied he. "Shall I beat my face?" 
asked she; and he answered, "Beat!” So she took the letter 
from hi? hand and returning home fell a'weeping, she and her 
children. Presently, one of her neighbours heard her sobbing and 
asking what ailed her, was answeneS, "Of a truth she hath gotten 
a letter, telling her that her husband is dead." Quoth the man, 
"This is a fal^hood; for I had a letter from him but yesterday, 
advising me that he is whole and in good health and will be with 
after ten days. So he rose forthright and going in to her, said, 

Wliere is the letter which came to thee?*' She brought it to him, 
and he took it and read it; and lol it ran as follows, "After the 
usual salutations, I am well and in good health and whole and will 
be with you all after ten days. Meanwhile, I send you a quilt and 
an extinguisher. * So she took the letter and, returning with it 

’The<u*n>ni (^rawins ohMilctcin h pmerretl in AlkWniftis irhtrt ihc Icatned 

mrlMM to iKccdsoc-hau uf th- Sjnmijli cutUbdli. 

* Arab. MKkrniu'Bjh, a rtictnl cnver fur (he nsujtL bruicr or psin of {ihantoil which acct 
All Line fS. Uw not muttUtc the word and Kcm^ to think it mesuw a belt 

or i^lc, thus blundti^ tile pdnt of the liciiUfiie'a cxin;iKr 
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to the schoolmaster, said to him, “What induced thee to deal thus 
with me?" And she repeated to him what her neighbour had 
told her of her husband's well-being and of his having sent her a 
q^e and an extinguisher. Answered he, “Thou art in the right, 
O good woman; for I was, at the time"-And Shahrasad per¬ 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


it hiaif tfyt j7otir ^unhteli anh iFeurtfi 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the peda- 
gogue replied, "Verily 1 was at that time fa^ed and absent- 
minded and, sedng the extinguisher wrapped up in the quilt, 
1 thought that he was dead and they had shrouded him," The 
woman, not smoking the cheat, said, "Thou art excused," and 
the letter, went her ways/ And they relate a story of 


THE KING AND THE VIRTUOUS WIPE. 

A CERTAJN King once went forth in disguise, to look into the 
affairs of bis liegea. Presently, he came to a grf^t village which 
he entered unattended and being athirst, stopped at the door of a 
house and asked for water. There came out to him a fair woman 
with a gugglet, which she ga%'e him, and he drank. When he 
looked at her, he was ravished with her and besought her favours. 
Now she knew him; so she led him into the house and, making 
him sit down, brought out a book and said to him, “Look therein 
whilst I order my affair and return to thee." So he looked into 
the book, and behold, it treated of the Divine proliibition against 
advoutry and of the punishments which Allah hath ptepai™ for 
those who commit adulterous sin. When he read this, his flesh 
quaked and his hair bristled and he repented to Almighty Allah; 
then hecalled the woman and, giving her thebook.went away. Now 
her husband was absent and w^haen he returned, she told him what 
had passed, whereat he was confounded and said in himself, "i fear 
lest the King's desire have fallen upon her," And he dared not have 

* ^!rhU*UTrv.p j| il^ETf'oiil Joe Millcf^ wii.i tja\i[ te Latic u KHnechin^ new End helutmducod. 
h jnm hit Modem 
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to do with hersotl know her carmlly niter thiSi \^A\en some 
had past, the wife told her kinsfolk of her husband's conduct, and 
they complained of him to the King, saying, Allah advance 
King! This man hired of us a piece of land for tillage, and tul^ 
it awhde; then left it fallow and neither ^ed it nor forsook 
chat we might let it to one who would till it. Indeed, harm is 
come to the field, and we fear its corruption, for such land ^ that, 
if it be not sown, spoileth.* *' Quoth the King to the man, “ 
hindcreth thee from sowing tliy land? Answered he, Allah 
advance the King! It reached me that the lion entered the field, 
wherefor 1 stood in awe of lum and dared not draw near it, smee 
knowing that I cannot cope with the lion, 1 stand in fear of him." 
The King understood the parable and rejoined, saying, *'0 man, 
the lion trod and trampled not thy land, Md it is good for seed: 
so do thou till it and Allah prosper thee in it. for the lion hath 
done it no hurt." Then he bade give the man and his wife a 
handsome present and sent them away/ And amongst the stories 
is that of 


ABD A^RAHMAN the MAGHRIBl'S STORY OF THE 

RUKH/ 

Thfre was once a man of the people of West Africa who had 
journeyed far and wide and traversed many a desert and a tide. 
He was once cast upon an island, where he abode a long while and, 
returning thence to his native country, brought with him the quill 
of a wing-feather of a young Rukh, whilst yet In egg and un- 
hatched; and this quill w-as big enough to hold a goat-skin of 
water, for it is said that the length of the Rukh-chick’s wing, when 
he cometh forth of the egg, is a thouand fathoms, The folk mar¬ 
velled at rhii; quill, when they saw it, and the man who was called 


^Thaa fniff i* a mctc ahhrrriatimi of “Tire Kinj anti m the Book of 

StlcUbtld tJT dio ?^faJlcc df VS'omirn^ ^tcrKXTiLU^ witifh sec AnnCl^doflSi. 

*Th* oilier “Roc" which m;ijr bcwriGicn ew CQlondTulc, the 

IfiKneit BM-rniiiica of Msrw Tab, h^i nhu*n that "Roe%" fejiibe« wefc ii*t imconmifta 
oiriofitis In mHlifvJtl figm; arw] hwUU th#t titcy were mcwtllf firomfs of the pahn RApIdi 
vil 1 ifeTJ^ which hai iKc lanie^t IcJif iit the vegetable kingdoru and which the Mcjslcflu of 
Zuribar call ''Saian'i ditc^tfec/* 1 nExsl hardly^ qaoce “^Frate Cipolla and the Angd 
Giibjid’a Feaihtfp" [DccamcrtFq vt. IIX} 
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Abd d'Rahman the Moor (and he “was known, to boot> as tbe 
Chinaman, for his long sojourn in Cathajf), rdaced to them the 
following adventure, one of many of his traveUer's talcs of marvel. 
He was on a voyage in the China seas,-And Shahrazad per¬ 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IBhtn ft tnai» dfonr i^unttrrh anh JTiftti 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abd ai- 
Rahman, the Moorman, the Chinaman, was wont to tell wondrous 
tales amongst which was the following. He was on a voyage in 
the Chma seas w'idi a company of merchants, when they sicced 
an island from afar; so they steered for it and, making fast thereto, 
saw that it was large and spacious. The ship’s crew went ashore 
to get wood and water, taking with them hatchets and ropes and 
water-skins (the travdkrs accompanying them), and presendy 
espied a great dome, white and gleaming, an hundr^ cubits 
long. So they made towards it and drawing near, found that 
it was an egg of the Rukb and fell on it with axes and stones 
and sacks tiSTthey uncovered the young bird and found the chick 
as it were a firm-set hjlk So they plu3:ed out one of the wing- 
feathers, hut could not do so, save by helping one another, for ^ 
the quills were not full grown; after which they took what they 
could carry of the young bird's flesh and cutting the quiU away 
from the vane, returned to the ship. Then they set sail and putting 
out to sea, voyaged with a fair wind all that night, till the sun 
rose; and while everything went well, they saw the Rukh come 
flying after them, as he were a vast cloud, with a rock in his 
talons, like a great heap bigger than the ship. As soon as he 
poised himself in air over the vessel, he let fall the rock upon it; 
but the craft, having great way on her, outwent the rock, which 
fell into the sea with a loud crash and a horrible. So Allah 
decreed their deliverance and saved them from doom; and they 
cooked the young bird's flesh and ate it. Now there were among^ 
them old white-bearded men; and when they awoke on the mor¬ 
row, they found that their beards had turned black, nor did any 
who had eaten of the young Rukh grow gray ever after. Some 
said the cause of the return of youth to them and the ceasing 
of hoariaess from them was that they had heated the pot with 
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arrow'wood, whilst others would have it that it came of eating 
the Rukh'dijcks flesh: and this is indeed a wonder of wondm.’ 
And a storjr is related of 


ADI BIN ZAYD AND THE PRINCESS HIND, 

Ai.'Nu* *umaw bin al'Munzir^ King of the Arabs of Irak, had 
a daughter named Hind, who went out one Pasch, which is a 
feast day of the Natarenes, to the White Church, to take the 
sacrament; she was deven years old and was the loveliist woman 
of her age and time; and it so chanced that on the same day 
came to^rah'* a young man called *Adi bin Zayd^ with pre' 
sents from the Chosroc to Al'Nu'uman, and he also w*ent to 
the White Church, to communicate, He was tall of stature and 
fair of favour, with handsome eyes and smooth checks, and had 
with h<n^ a company of his people. Now there was with Hind 
bint al'Nu’uman a shve-girl named hladyah, who was enamoured 
of Adi, but had not been able to foregather with him. So, when 
she saw him in the church, she said to Hind, *'hook at^ yon^r 
youth. By Allah, he is handsomer than all thou sc^t!** 
asktsl, “And w-ho is he?“ and Mariyah answered, "Adi bin Zayd.’* 
Quoth AJ'Nu'uman s daughter, "I fear icst be know me, if I draw 
nearer to look on Kim." Quoth Mariyah, "How diould he know 
thee when he hath ncin’er seen thee?" So she drew near him 
and found him jesting with the youths his companions; and 
indeed he surpassed them all, not only in his pers^al charms 
but in the exigence of his speech, the ebquetice of his ton^e 
and the richness of his raiment. When the Princess saw him, 
she was ravished with him, her reason was confounded and her 
ceJour changed; and Mariyah, seeing her incUnation to him, said 
to her, "Sp^ him." So spoke to him and went away. Now 
when he looked upon her and heard her speech, he was captivate d 
by her and his wit was dared; his heart fluttered, and his colo ur 


* The lalc Li rtjJJ in ^ {JjHjdintcii style will htz repeated m 3iitcjb*d the Snnijui.| 
vhm I iUv^ isain nodeethx Roc/^ Scie Ktght dnirii., el(t* 

Sft MtwpcitMift a CJmiitiaLn city 9nd ;irindpiiliiy iubject w rJitf P^raaa 
mofurclu ; and a n vd m tht Komji a \dngAom of GhiJiini. it haa a Jong hiKory^ for which 

* h prt-lilamitc pocl. 
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diangcd, 60 chat his companions suspected him, and he whispcned 
one of them to follow her and find out who she was. The young 
man went after her and returning informed him that she was 
PVuicess Hind, daughter of Al^Nu^uman, So Adi left the church, 
knowing not whither he went, for excess of love, and reciting 
these two couplets, 

**0 friends of me, one favour more J pray: * Unto the oevivents* find once 
moEC your way: 

Turn me that so 1 face the land of Hind; * Then go, and fairest grmingt for 
me wy." 

Then he went to his lodging and lay that night, resdess and with' 

out appetite for the food of sleep.-And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


« 

Sihtii ft the Jfimr i^iinhrtb anb ^ixtl} i^ig^t. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Adi 
ended his verses he went to his lodging and lay that night resdess 
and without appetite for the food of deep. Now on the morrow 
Mariyah accosted him and he received her kindly, thoud^ before 
he would not incline to her, and said to her* “What is tny will?’' 
Quoth she, “I have a w^ant of thee;” and (]uoth he, “Name it, for 
by Allah, thou shall not ask me aught, but I will give it thee!” 
So ^e told him that she loved him, and her want of him was that 
he would grant her a lover's privacy; and he agreed to do her wiU, 
on condition that she would serve him with H^d and devise some 
device to bring them together. Then he took her into a vintner's 
tavern in one of the by-streets of Hirah, and lay with her; after 
which she returned to Hind and asked her, “Dost thou not long to 
see Adi?” She answered, “How can this be? indeed my longing for 
him makes me restless, and no repose is left me since yesterday.” 
Quoth Mariyah, ”1 will appoint him to he in such a place, where 
ihou canst look on him from the palace.” Quoth Hind, “Do 
what thou wilt,'* and agreed with her upon the place. So Adi 
came, and the Princess looked out upon Kim: and, when she saw 
him, she was Uke to topple dowm from the palace^top and said. 


^ Ajmb. do tKr rntwic to ijid hetc equivalent 

XQf Ackirm jfc the £cc. 
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“O Klariyah, except thou bring him in to me night, I ahalt 
die," So saying, she fell to the ground tn a fainting fit, and her 
serving-women bfted her up and bore her into the palace; whilst 
Iv^iyah hastened to Al'Nu'unian and djscover^ die whole 
matter to him with perfect truth, telling him that indeed she 
was mad for the love of Adi; and except he marry her to him, 
she must be put to diame and die ol bve fur him, which would 
disgrace her father among the Arabs, adding at the end, ‘There 
is no cure for this but wedlock," The bowed bis bead 
awhile in thought and exclaimed again and again, “Verily, we 
are Allah's and unto Him wc are rcturmiig!’’ Then said he, 
“Woe to thee! How shall the marriage be brought about, 
seeing I mislike to open the matter?" And she said, "He is 
yet more ardently in love and yet more desire ful of her than 
she is of him; and I will so order the aiiair that he shall be 
unaware of his case being known to thee; but do not betray 
thyself, O King," Then she went to Adi and, after aoauajndng 
him with everything said, "Make a feast and bid tne King 
thereto; and, when the wine hath gotten the better of him, 
ask of him daughter, for he will not refuse thee." Quoth 
Adi, “I fear lest tlSs enrage him against me and be the cause 
of enmity between us," But quoth she, “I came not to thee, 
till I had settled the whole affair w-ich him." Then she re' 
turned to Al Nu'uman and said to him, "Seek of Adi that he 
entertain thee in his house," Replied the King, 'There is no 
harm in that;" and after three days, besought Adi to give him 
and his lords the morning-meal in his house. He consented 
and the King went to him; and iwhen the wine had taken effect 
on Al'Nu'uman, Adi rose and sought of him his daughter in 
wedlock. He consented and married them and brought her to 
him after three da^'s; and they abode at Al-Nu'uman's court, 

in all solace of life and its delight-And ShahroLad perceived 

the dawm of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


{Sfrtn tt bio^r the dftmr ^unhrcl) anb i&tbtntf] 

She said. It hath reached tne, O auspicious King, that Adi abode 
with Hind bint Al'Nu uman bin Munzir three years in all solace 
of life and its delight, after which time the King was wroth wdth 
Adi and skw him. Hind mourned for him with grievous moum* 



Di'iBH. AND MuSUM bin AI'WaUD. IS7 

tng and built her an bermicage outside the cit^, whither she 
retired and became a religious, weeping and bewailing her husbaiid 
till she died. And her hermitage is seen to this day in the 
suburbs oi Hirah. They also tell a tale of 


DI’IBIL Al/KHUZA'I WITH THE LADY AND MUSLIM 

BIN ADWAUD. 

Quoth Di'ibil al-Khuza'i* *, 'T was sitting one day at the gate of 
AI'Karkh,^ when a damsel came past, ne\'er saw I a fairer faced or 
better fanned than she, walking wiA a voluptuous swaying gait 
and ravishing all beholders with her lithe and undulating pace. 
Now as my eyes fell on her, 1 was captivated by her and my vitals 
trembled and meseemed my heart Hew forth of my breast; so I 
^ood before her and 1 accosted her with this verse, 

The icats of these eyes find easy release; • But steep Hiss these eyelids 
without suiceue.' 

Whereon she turned her face and looking at me, straightway made 
answer with this distich, 

*A trifle this an his eyes be sorCi * When her eyes ay 'yeti' to his love' 
caprioc!* 

I was astounded at the readiness of hear reply and the fluency of 
her speech and rejoined with this verse, 

‘Say, dcytli heart of my fair irtcLme to him * Whose tears like a swelling 

SJtrcafn tn^Fcase?" 

And she amwered me without hesitation, thus, 

*lf thou cnvfi ouf lot^, know that love a a loan; • And a debt to be paid hy 
us tVh'ain a^piece/ 

Never entered my ears aught sweeter than her spee^ nor ever saw 


• Whose bf ntmit Wiu Afeu Ati, t r«KT umlrr the Atife^sid** ^rui nindi crntmici), 

* A wcU-kiiQwo quarter of BaghjiHiS^ nitm mceurtiiwl m Tbe Kiphra- 
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1 brighter than her face; so 1 changed rhyme and ihydim to tty 
her, in my wonder at her wordS) and repeated this couplet, 

*Wtll Fate with joy of utLioa ever bless our sighi:, * * And one desireful one 
with other on e unite/ 

She smiled at this (never saw I fairer than her mouth nor sweeter 
than her lips), and answered me, without stay or delay, in the 
following distkh, 

'Pny, idl me what hath Fuc to do betwixt u$ twain? * Tbou'tt Fate: so 
bless our cyne with union and ddi{jhL' 

At this, 1 sprang up and fell to kissing her bands and cried, *I 
had not thought that Fortune would vouchsafe me such occasion. 
Do thou follow me, not of bidding or against thy will, but of ^ 
grace of thee and thy favour to me/ Then 1 went on and she 
after me. Now at that time 1 had no lodging 1 deemed ht for the 
like of her; but Muslim bin al-Walid^ was my fast friend, and he 
had a handsome house. So I made for his abode and knocked at 
the door, whereupon he came out, and I saluted him, saying, Tis 
for time like this that friends are treasured up*; and he replied, 
'With love and gladness! Come in you twain.* So we entered but 
found money scarce with him; however, he gave me a kerchief, 
saying, 'Carry it to the bazar and sell it and buy food and what 
eli thou ncedest.’ I took the handkerchief, and hastening to the 
market, sold it and bought what we requited of victuals and other 
matters; but when I returned, I found that MusL'm had retired, 
wnth her to an undergniund chamber," When he heard my step 
he hurried out and said to me, 'Allah requite thee the kindness 
thou hast done me, O Ahu Ali and reward thee in time to come 
and reckon it of thy good deeds on the Day of Doom!' So say 
ing, he took from me the food and wine and shut the door in tny 
face. His words enraged me and I knew not what to do; hut he 
stood behind the door, shaking for mirth; and, when he saw me 
thus, he said to me. ‘J conjure thee on my life, O Atm Ali, tdl 
who it was composed this couplet?, 

‘I lay in her arms all rughf, leavinH him • To sleep fnul'hisirted but dean of 
staff.' 


^An4>rher *d3-4c£iown poet tfT the tune. 

*AriU fioriced bcibre 
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At this my rage redoubled, and 1 replied, ‘He who wrote this 
ocher couplet^ 

*One, I wish hizEi in belt a thousand homs, * Exceeding in mighty baghc 

Then I began to abuse him and reproach him with the foulness of 
his action and bis Jack of honour; and he was silent, nev^ utter- 
ii^ a word. But, when I had finished, he smiled and said, “Out 
on thee, O fool! Thou hast entered my house and sold nw 
kerchief and spent my silveri so, with whom arc thou wroth, O 
pimp?'^ Then he left me and went away to her, whilst J said, 
'By AUah, thou art right to twit me as nincompoop and 
pander!' Then ! left his door and went away in sore concern, 
and I feet its trace in my heart to this very day; for 1 never had 
my wiU of her nor, indeed, ever heard of her more;,” And amor^ 
other tales is that about 


ISAAC OF MOSUL AND THE MERCHANT. 

Quoth Ishak bin Ibrahim al-Mausili, "It so chanced that, one 
day feeling weary of toeing on duty at the Palace and in 
attendance upon the Caliph, I mounted horse and went forth, at 
break of dawn, having a mind to ride out in the open country and 
take my pleasure. & I said to my servants, ‘tf there come a 
messenger from the Caliph or another, say that 1 set out at day¬ 
break, upon a pressing business, and that ye know not whither 1 
am gone.* Then 1 fared forth alone and went round about the 
city, till the sun waxed hot, when 1 halted in a great thoroughfare 

known as Al-Haram,"-And Shahra^ad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her pennitted say. 


SBbtn ft bms .^ottr ^unhrel) anb £tghtt| .^I'shh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Ishak bin 
Ibrahim the Mausili continued: "\^en the sun waxed hot I 


^ A psauDc idi^ in the d atr o y eii hy Mohammad? It ptre n-une to i tribe* 

^ Af^b. KmmrJjl:" htaat the Fctl uid Span* Alcovitdnaw 
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baked m a great thoroughfare known as Al'Haram, to take 
shelter in the shade and found it tn a spacious wing of a house 
which projected over die street. And I stood there but a little 
while before there came up a black slave, leading an ass bestridden 
by a damsel; and under her %'cre housings set with gems and 
pearls and upon her W'ere the richest of clothes, richness can go no 
farther; and I saw that she was elegant of make with languorous 
look tind graceful mien, 1 asked one of the posscrs'by who die 
was, and he said, ‘She is a singer,* * so I fell in love with her at 
first sight; hardly could I kesp my seat on horseback. She entet^ 
the house at whose gate I stocsl; and, as I was planning a device 
to gain access to her, there come up two men young and comely 
Yvho asked admission and the housemaster gave them leave lo 
enter. So they alighted and I also and they entered and 1 with 
them, they supposing that the master of the house had invited 
me; and we sat awhue, till food was brought and we ate. Then 
they set wine before us, and die damsel came out, with a lute in 
her hand. She sang and we drank, till I rose to obey a call of 
nature. Thereup<jn. the host questioned the two others of me, 
and they replied that they knew me not; whereupon quoth he, 
‘This is a parasite^; but he is a pleasant fellow, so treat him cout' 
teously.' Then I came back and sat down in my place, whilst the 
damsd sang to a pleasing air these two couplets, 

*Say lo the shc-gsiieUeT wKo'^ no gi&cLll-L% • And Kohl^d arief wlio^js m aricL^ 
Who lies with and yet no fartale k, * Whose gait k fcroale most unlike 
the male.' 

She smg it right well, and the company drank and her song 
pleas^ diem. Then she carolled varloiis pieoEs to rare ineasixres, 
and amongst the rest onz of iiiine,^ which consisted of this dis* 
tfeh, 

'Bare hllb and camp-ground desolate * And frioids wlio all have ganged 
dior gait. 

How fieveranec sStet unioii Icavts * Me and their homes in saddest statEp 


* Arab. ^ itrm Ijcferc luitiiniii tke ww ns ’"tU krrown tn Bigtilid lAd 

Ciiin> «i in emcient Ramc-- 

*Ardi- (AnEtlopis Jerem)^ ciUftl from the UtfBC 

lilitflc Thii boviiFt aTitclo[w h afmtt unnedl Bakar oLAValiih (wild or 

Sylvtoiri*^' r-fffik.'J. JaiJzjjalriiafnl:fii*kjTi:,»ol ncaiilerii by "Ari^l” 

(the weii-known aFitekjpo) 
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Her singing this dme was even better than the first; then she 
rhanted other rare pieces, old and new, and amongst them, another 
of mine with the following two couplets, 

'Say to angry lover who turns away, * And shows thee bis side whatso thou 

“Tliou wttH^htest all that by ihoe was wrought, * Albe twu baply thy sport 
and play,* 

1 prayed her to repeat the song, that I might cort^^ it for her; 
whereupon one of the two men accosted roe and said, ‘Never saw 
we a more impudent lick-platter than thou. Art thou not ceptent 
with spunging, hut thou must eke meddle and muddle? Of very 
sooth, in thee is the saying made true. Parasite and pushing 
■wight,' So 1 hung down my h«id for shame and made him 
no answer, whilst his companion would have w'ithheld him from 
me; but he would not be restrained. Presently, they rose to pray, 
but I la^ed behind a little and, taking the lute, screwed up the 
sides and brought it into perfect tune. Then I stood up in my 
place to pray with the rest; and when we had ended praying, 
same man M again to blaming me and reviling me and persisted 
in his rudeness, whilst I held my peace. Thereupon the damsel 
took the lute and touching it, knew that it had been altered, and 
said, ‘Who hath touched my lute?’ Quoth they, 'None of 
hath touched it.’ Quoth she. ‘Nay, by Allah, some one hath 
touched itj and be is an artist, ai past rnsistcr in the craft; for 
he hath arranged the strings and tuiied them like cut is Sr 
perfect performer/ Said I, *It was I tuned itr ^d said 
*Then^ Allah npon thee* take it and play on it! So 1 
and^ playing a piece so ^fficult and so rare, tliat it went pigh to 
deaden the quick and quicken the dead* 1 sang thereto these 
couplets, 

1 had a heart, sad uith it lived my life: * Twas asaml with fira W buntt 

with loving'Iowc: r* i l 

I nerer w,™ th^ of her leyvt; * God would not on His sbve siKn 

bocin bestows , „ * * 

If what Tve tssted be food of Low, * Must ustc it *11 men who Uaw 

focxl would know.* *' 

And Shahrdzad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permJtted say. 


Alf Layxah wa Laylah, 


13» 


IS^tn U tnafi (tie iFour ^unbreli anb iiintt) 

She «ai<J. It hath reached me, O auspidous Kine, that Ishak of 
Mosul thus continued: “Now when 1 nad finished my veree, there 
was not one of the company but sprang from bis place and sat 
down like schoolboys before me, saying, ‘Allah upon thee, O 
our lord, sing us another song.* ‘Witti pleasure,* said I, and 
playing another measure in masterly fashion, sang thereto dhese 
couplets, 

‘Ho thou whose heart is melted down by force of Amor's fire. ■ And griefs 
from every side agzinst thy happmts oonspire: 

Unlawful is that he who pierced my vital* with his shaft, • My blood 
between my midiif and my breast-bone* he desire, 

Twas plain, upon our severance-day, that he had set his niiiid * On an 
eternal parting, moved by tongue of envious Liar: 

He sheds my blood he ne'er had shed except by wound of love; • Will none 
<<i»mqnd my blotxl of him, my wreck of him require?' 

When I had made an end of this song, there was not one of them 
but rose to his feet and threw hims elf upon the ground for excess of 
delight. Then I cast the lute from my band, but they said, ‘Allah 
upon thee, do not on this wise, hut let us hear another song, so 
Allah Almighty increase thee of His bounty!' Replied I, ‘O 
folk, I will sine j-ou another song and another and another and 
will tell you who 1 am. I am Ishak bin Ibrahim al-Mausih, and 
by Allah, I bear myself proudly to the Caliph when he aeefceth 
me. Ye have to-day made me hear abuse from an unmannerly 
carle such as 1 loathe; and by Allah, I will not speak a word 
nor sit with you, till ye put yonder quarrehome chiul out from 
among you?" Quoth the fellow's companion kj him, “This is 
what I warned thee against, fearing for diy good name.' So they 
hent him by the hand and thrust him out; and I ttxik the lute 
and sang over again the son^ of my own composing which the 
damsgl had sung. Then 1 whispered the host that she had taken 
my heart and that I had no patience to ahstain from her. Quoth 
he, ‘She is thine on one condition.* I asked, 'What is that?' 
and he answered, ‘It is that thou abide with me a month, when 


^ Axib. *^Tiriib” p!ur^ of taribHli;. TTrc nllunon ii lo tbc tAd **^thr tittle a 
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the damsel and all belor^ng to her of raiment and jewellery shall 
be thine.' 1 rejoined. It is well, I will do this.* So 1 tarried 
with him a whole month, whilst none knew where I was and the 
Caliph sought me everywhere, but could come by no news of me; 
and at the end of this time, the merchant delivered to me the 
damsel, together with all that pertained to her of things of price 
and an eunuch to attend upon her. So I brought all that to my 
losing, feeling as I were lord of the whole world, for exceeding 
delight in her; then 1 rode forthright to Al'Maaraun. And when 
I stood m the presence, he said, *Woe to thee, O Ishak, wrhere 
hast thou b^n?' So 1 aojuainted him with the story and he 
said, ‘Bring me that man at once.' Thereupon I told him where 
he lived and he sent and fetched him and questioned him of the 
case; when he repeated the story and the Caliph said to_ him. 
Thou art a man of right generous mind, and it is only fitting 
that thou be aided in tliy generosl^.' Tlien he ordered him an 
hundred thousand dirhams and said to me, *0 Ishak, bring the 
damsel before me.* So I broi^ht her to him, and she sang and 
delighted hin; and being greatly ^addened by her he said to 
me, *I appoint her turn of service every Thursday,^ when she 
must come and sing to me from behind the curtain. And he 
ordered her fifty thousand dirhams, so by AUah, I profited both 
myself and others by my ride." And amongst the i^es they tell 
is one of 


THE THREE UNFORTUNATE LOVERS. 

S UOTH AI''Utbl’ “I was sitting one day with a company of 
ucated men, tdling stories of the folk, when the talk turned 
upon legends of lovers and each of us said his say thereanent. 
Now there was in our company an old man, who remained silen t, 
till all had spoken and bad no more to say, when quoth he, ‘Shall 
1 tell you a thing, the like of which you never heard; no, never?’ 
‘Yes,’ quoth we; and he said, 'Know, then, that 1 had a dau^ 
ter, who loved a youth, but we kneiA' it not; while the youth loved 
a singing-girl, who in her turn loved my daughter. One day, 1 was 
present at an assembly, wherein were also the youth'"-^And 


‘A wcB-felwwn. port t>( tbe joiath centiLfy tAD.}. 
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Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per' 
mitted say, 


Q]|itu It luasf % ^mtr l^unhreh anh ^cntf) iiia&t. 

She said, k hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Shaykh 
concinued; ”Onc daj', 1 was present at an assembly wherein were 
also the youth and the singing'girl and she chanted to us these 
coupletss 

‘Prove Wor Li)ve hringetih lew * Lerver tiuHe tears that run; 

Lowering hua stiil the more * When pic>’ finds he non&' 

Cried the youth, ’By Allah, thou hast said well, O my mistress! 
Dost thou incite me to die?’ Answered the gM from behind 
the curtain, ‘Yes, if thou be a true lover,' So he laid his head 
on a cushion and closed his eyes; and when the cup came round 
to him, we shook him and behold, he was dead.^ Therewith we 
all flocked to him, and our pleasure was troubled and we grieved 
and broke up at once. When 1 carac home, my people took in 
bad part my returning before the appointed time, and I told them 
what had befallen the youth, thinking that thereby 1 should 
greatly suqirisc them. My daughter h^rd my words and rising, 
went from the sitting-diamber into another, whither I followed 
her and found her lying with her head on a cushion, even as 1 
had told of the young man. So I diook her and lo! she was 
dead. Then we laid her out and set forth next morning to bury 
her, whilst the friends of the young man set forth in like guise to 
bury him. As we were on the way to the burial-place, we met a 
third funeral and asking whose it was, were told that it was that 
of the sin^g'girl who, hearing of my daughter's death, had done 
even as she did and was dead. So we buried them all three on 
one day, and this is the rarest tale that e\"er was heard of lovers." 
And they also tell a tale of 


^ Thew tMiy SWe a fSTttmutt" Sm tundjy th^m in rhi Owim^Eui 

fiv, 7, cKr}; tht He|>tiTncn>n iNotiv. Ikx.)» widcTif wbc* uid died cif 

love Jtttd wnuw thiT her kait become Fgcf the rainring krtWf iff 

N'ouirtlk riix- 




How Abu Hasa^i Bkaxe Wiwb, 




HOW ABU HASAN BRAKE WIND, 

They recount chat in the Citjr KaukabOT of Al'Yaman there was 
a man of the Fa:th' tribe who had left Badawi life, and becoine 
a townsman for many years and was a merchant of the most 
optdent merchants. His wife had deceased when both were 
young; and his friends were instant with him to marry again, 
ever quoting to him the words of the poet, 

"Go, EOGsipl cbce, far Fittne dnuvtb nesn 

A wife is an atmanaQ—good for the year.” 

So being weary of contention, Abu thisan entered into negotia' 
tions with the old women who procure matches, and married a 
maid like Canopus when he hangeth over the seas of Al'Hind, 
He made high festival therefor, bidding to the ’wedding'-banqurt 
kith and kin, Olcma and Fakirs; friends and foes and all his 
acquaintances of that country-Bide. The whole house was thrown 
open to feasting: there were rices of five sm^eral colours, and 
sherbets of as many more; and kids stuffed with walnuts and 
almonds and pistachios and a camcl-colt^ roasted whole. So tl^ 
ace and drank and made mirth and merriment; and the bride 
was displayed in her seven dresses and one more, to the w'omen, 
who could not cake their eyes off her. At last, the brid^room 
W 33 summoned to the chamber where she sat enthroned; and he 
rose slowly and with dignity from his divan; but in so doing, for 
that he was ox^er full of meat and drink, lo and beholdl he let Sy 
a fart, great and terrible. Thereupon each guest turned to his 
neighbour and talked aloud and made as though he had heard 
nothing, fearing for his life. But a consuming fire was lit in Abu 
Hasan's heart: so he pretended a call of nature; and, in lieu of 
seeking the bride^bamber, he went down to the house'court and 
saddled his mare and rode off, weeping bitterly, through the 


• Thw i» * favwirite BjJjiwi Jiah, Imt too trpcsBVe unlew some acdaeiit ha^ipni » the 
sniniiil. Old csmel i» nmcli Cite tmtl-beirf. but the yotinff mat it lawtlwt, elFlMush not 
hy Kuntprirti l*e«tuw. JiVe miner it Ku no twMHniwd flemur. I heire 

ticcl it in mv " Tint Footitepa" (p. OS, etc,). Tlien- U in old idea m F.uivpc that die 
maniacul veciHEtKnci: laf I he Arah m ittcT^n'ilcd eadr4|; thl* fttfsh j tliff bout U cwtunl^ 
vimfif ftvc a npiJ 4 gh ;hun fiinottil ntid ff^inlk ircnfltfiil (irta C haractertirt tHc North 
IniiiiiFii who Ficvtf siw a ehumL Mtrcjr and panlfin liicksini^tJQ tbit Jwt to tlifl 
who makfl tip bumanitir ** 
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Alf Latoah wa Layuim, 


shadow of the night In time he reached Ldhej where he found 
a ship ready to sail for India; so he shipped on board and made 
Calicut of Malabar, Here he met with many Arabs, especially 
Hairamis,^ who recommended him to the King; and this King 
(who was a Kafir) misted iiim and advanced him to the captain^ 
ship of his body-guard. He remained ten years in all solace and 
delight of life; at the end of which time he was seized with homC' 
sickness; and the longing to behold his native land was that of a 
lov'er pining for his bdiwed; and he came near to die of yearning 
desire. But his appointed day had not dawned; so, after taking 
the first bath of health, he left the King without leav'e, and in due 
course bnded at Makaila of Hasramaut, Here he donned the rags 
of a religious; and, keeping his name and case secret, fared for 
Kaukahan a-foot; enduring a thousand hardships of hunger, durst 
and fatigue; and braving a thousand dangers from the lion, the 
snake and the Ghul. But when he drew near his old home, he 
looked down upon it from the hills with brimming e^'es, and said 
in himseli, “Haply they might know thee; so I w'iB wander about 
the oucskiits, and hearken to the folk. Allah grant that my case 
be not remembered by them! ’ He listened carefully for seven 
nights and sev'en days, till it so chanced that, as he was sitting at 
the door of a hut, he heard the voice of a young girl saying, “O 
my modier, tell me the day when I was bom; for such an one of 
my companioits is abo^Jt to take an ornen^ for me." And the 
mother answered, “Thou was bom, O my daughter* * on the very 
night when Abu Hasan farted." Now the listener no sooner heard 
these words than he rose up from the bench, and Sed away saying 
to himself, “Verily thy fart hath become a date, which shall last 
for ever and ever; even as the poet said, 

‘As long u palms thrJl jLift the flower; • As long as palms shall sift the 
flour.'"" 


< of the FrtPviruM? J-Lumnnut, the HftKiirmivcLh (Gey^ at, 26). The p«sp!e 

■rc the Swtsf of Arabb and mih 1 f(ir thrift and hurd hence tfve If vflu 

ttiKt ■ lerprat »nd a flsty th? Huruni. To fitwc ha**? dbiquitouj they btc it i* 

rdaEcrJ that a. ntnn^ frnn thcif Hdciy^tcnthcd the iirtenofst CUoe whm hr 

thought biinac!/ anfe. But^ M he wa* about to pass the nj(fhi [n wamt ini h* he heard a vmtr 

liMfd IryMirt cubim,'tD "ItftM: (d-0int" (this imne thepa^tro^iAiot of HA£na 3 aiii]i. 
Thereupcin he htcwc miJ (led ^nd he they lay* f ylng stifh 

* Arab. ** alluilini^ m the Scrtei Corafilcz tinjl other *1117 pf known to the 

leiTi iinC'^H whm turiouK a boo e her fu turc iter /nhir. 
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the stair of Gfc); dwit all die wadd ova, 
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And he ceased not travelling and wyaging and returned to 
In^a; and there ab^e in seh*eyile till he died; and the mercy 
of Allah be upon himf*^ And they tell another story of 


THE LOVERS OF THE BAKU TAYY, 

Kasim, son of Adi, was wont to relate diat a man of the Banu 
Taimin spake as follows; “I went out one day in search of an 
cstray and, coming to the waters of the Banu Tayy, saw two 
companies of people near one another, and behold, those of one 
company were disputing among themselves even as the other. 
So I watched them and observed, in one of the companies, a 
youth wasted with sickness, as he were a worn-out dried-up water¬ 
skin. And as I looked on him, lol he repeated these couplets, 

'What ails the Beauty she ictuineth not? * Is't Beauty's irk or gnuig- 
mg to my lot? 

I sickened and my frioids all came to call: • What stayed thee calling 
with the friendly knot? 

Hadat thou been sick. I had come cunning fast • To thee, nor thnais had 
kqjl: me from the <p<A: 

Mid than I miss thcc, and I Ue alone; * Sweetheart; to lose thy 
love ad loss I wot!* 

His words were heard by a damsel in the other company w'ho 
bastTf-neH towards him, and when her people followed her, she 
fought them off. Then the youth caught sight of her and sprang 
up and ran towards her, whilst the people of his party ran after 
him and laid hold of him. However he haled and freed himself 
from them, and she in like manner loosed herself; and, when 
they were free, each ran to other and meeting between the two 
parties, embraced and fell dead upon the ground."——And Shah- 
razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per- 
mitted say. 


*Thjs KtMY i* cunouH aod ctbjielci^cally vaiuibSe, The BitJmi whn croctHM *s * 
d^riry, Km a mortal KiMi to a nrpiitis wntrii: md ■ bT^#ciii^cr to lau^h mt its 
occuifTincc^ he wouf J at citsire he cut iJown u a *‘piindnHor." The sunt v the 
cu^Bin Itmopigat the H^BhliadoT of Afijhamttjui. mrf It* aniJidd wituw 
denYBtkriii hr the nto nsgiQikt mtv icpwtcd L7 a host of albeit BaIocK, 

Sindii aiwl whu utterly ignore iKc Jjdnt 0/ honour ami beltane hkt Luropwu. 

The rtidi of rhe pnc-likiTtitic Amb* t}vt$ the Lamb tphg » iKe Fiortb^l cf them arc 
Mhimt lofKuEtcii; kBJ there m traces, "o J ihi* may be ofic« thenu 
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I3S 


®t)cn U teas Ific Jfour JOanbrta iinl» ClrbmlJ) 

She sajd, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "the 
young man and the maid met between the two parties and em¬ 
braced and both fell dead upon the ground; whereat came there 
out an old man from one of the tents and stood over them eic- 
'Verily, we arc Allah’s and unto Him we arc tetum- 
ingf" Then weeping sore he said, ‘Allah have ruth on you 
both! by the Almighty, though you wa-e not united in your lives, 
I will at least unite you after your deaths.' /\nd he bade lay 
them out; so they washed them and shrouded them in one 
shroud and dug for them one grave and prayed one prayer over 
them both and buned them in one tomb; nor was there man 
or woman in the two parties but I saw weeping over them and 
bu£eting ^eir faces. Then I questioned the Shaykh of ^em, 
and he said, ‘She was my daughter and he my brother's son; 

love brought them to the pass thou scest.' 1 eYdaimod, 
‘Allah amend dice! but why didst thou not marry them to each 
other?* Quoth he, ‘I feared ^ame* and dishonour; and now 
1 am fallen into both.’ " And they tdl a tale of 


THE MAD LOVER. 

Quoth Abu l-Abb^ al-Muhartad," ‘*I set out one day with a 
company to Al-Ban'd on an occasion and, coming to the mon- 
astery of HirakI,’ we alight^ in its shade. Presently a man 


• Anb-"Ai 'Ar.” The Bad**! uttin* ij "A!-nlr U ■l-'ir" aidL.)iire, bui wtiNwie, 

Thu >totimOTt U nclub. Hahui tht gjojiildon, h p(»r creature dcfiKLMlspJ by 

wer-nnrrying, dhtue die ciinvctic, “ ^nw Li heiicf tii^n Hell-fift" An ftU Arali^c |»cm 

"ThtFjrc srul pat tbama ivT tbca 

Anil e^cti tij The Fire go flb&r** 

(A14. the Badiwin) * 1 *^ 

■^Tot mther would I ific my deach riian 
On bttf be hotno than bear a nunw/' 

■ A fTtminaiii n and fhatatldan of ninrh ciattsiT. 

• Onte exianns in Srnan Hamih (the Bibltea) H:unathl i *nLl m called b««iuc here did 
the Enpetuf Hcricliii* cdicJ by thf Atiib* " HirakL^' 
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csmt out to us and said, “There are madmen m the mtanasteiy,* 
and amongst diem one who apeafeeth wisdom: if ye saw him, ve 
would marvel at his speech/ So we arose all and went into the 
monastery, where we saw a man seated cm a skin'iiiat in one oi 
the ceUs, with hare head and e>'es intendy fixed upon the wall, 
\Vc saluted him, and he returned our salam, without looking at 
us; and cme said to us. ‘Repeat some verses to him; for. w'hen 
he hcarcth verse, he spe:^eth-' So 1 repeated these two 
couplets, 

‘O best of race to wlicffli. gave Hswwa* boon of birth, * Except for tbee the 
world wcie neither siivect nor fair! t a . t 

Thou rt he, whose face, by Allah shown b> man. • Doth ward oH death, 
decay and hoary hair.' 


When he heard from me diis praise of the Apostle he turned 
towards us and repeated these lines. 


'Well Allah wtJttctli I am fiorcly plagued: * Nor can I diow my pain no 

human , l ■ 

Two souls haw£ I; one soul is bene cnolaincd, • While other wotinh in 

another Bite. , i . a- t 

Meseems the absent eoul'i hke present soul. * And that she supers what to 

me u digbt.* 


Then he asked us. ‘Have 1 said wdl or said ill?* And we 
answered. Thou hast said the clean contrary of fli, well and 
right well.* Then he put out his band to a stone, that was by 
him and took it up; whereupon thinking lie would throw it at 
lis we lied from him; but he fell to beating upon his breast 
therewith violent blows and said to os, ‘Fear not, but draw near 
and hear somewhat frnrn me and receive it from me. So we 
came back, and he reputed these couplets. 


» Titi JiTcif It wTts ihtf aiiia 3 i?i to cctiEne msdnien tn Sjnan niE»i.i«tsie4. » cure 

fmro the patfcri Sairtt; ind * tembtia rime they h&d uf k. Every fuide the 

KeflUng pfocts* M farmcriT punueil et ihe h-tEJtmifeOniv^mc KmbnTiinnt far from iJtTnit. 

The iJloT twiTiiiiiec thnui hcitdlwnf hy the nmnSm lora ■ diimil tirem with ^ heevy 
chein tooDd hk rnsck, iicvd wm tioJ tqr within »tpui of thcwsiJl t* *w«t the irrmd of 
Siilni Anthony who ilfeti thk hdy plucei In mery few nreki thu patjaat wm 

ctfntiuli y nirtd or kiltcii by mU, ^Eitude and wofVEiriw- . 

*The Mwkm f imach neareT the Hebr^ur mniufaw, bcwie 

(Gen< Jiisr JO) phf (to be) iho morherof ill th*i Ike (**KeiJ[ 
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’Whoi they made their cameU yellow'trfute koee^ down at dawning grey, 
♦ They mounted her on crupper and the camd went hu way. 

Mine eye'b^ thrtwgh the prison-wall beheld them, and 1 cried • With 
^ atre a c tiing eyidids and a heart that bumt in dire disnay, 

'O camel-driver turn thy bca^t that I farewell my bve! * ^ parting and 
fareweUing her I see my dotan^ day: 

I'm faithful to my vows of love which I ^ve never btoke; * Would Heaven 
I kenned what they have done w-ith vowe chat vowid theyf' 

Then he looked at me and said,, ‘Say me, dost thou know what 
they did?** Answered I, ‘Yes, they are dead: Almighty Allah 
have mercy on theml* At this his face changed and he sprang 
to his feet and cried out, ‘How knowest thou they be dead?: 
and I replied, 'Were they alive they had not left thee thus.' 
Quoth he, ‘By Allah, thou arc right, and I care not to hve after 
them/ Then his side'musdes quivered and he fdl on his face; 
and we ran up to him and shook hinri and found him dead, the 
mercy of the Almighty be on him! At this we marvelled and 
mourned for him and, sore mourning, laid him out and buried 

him."-^And Shahratad perceived die dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


CBjljeti it hiasi ttit jTour ll^untirrti anh tEtoelfth 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that Al-Mubairad 
thus continued: “When the man fell we mourned over him with 
sore mourning and laid him out and buried him. And when I 
returned to Baghdad and went in to the Caliph Al-Mutaw-a^il, 
he saw the trace of tears oti my face and said to me, ‘What is 
difs?' So I told him what had p^sed and it was grievous to 
him and he cried, ‘What moved thee to deal thus with him?* 
By Allah, if I thought thou didst not repent it and r^ret him I 
would punish thee therefor!' And he mourned for hrm the rest 
of the day.” And amongst the tales they tell is one of 


^The mad lortr hf "*£hc/^ wtlch wquM be tos> in 

' i.f. laltd^ ED repun die dcitli. 
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THE PRIOR WHO BECAME A MOSLEM. 

Quoth Abu Bakr Mohammed ibn. Al-Anbari^; once left Anbar 
on a journey to 'Amunyah,^ where there came out to me the 
prior of the monastery' and superior of the monkety^ Abd ahMasih 
mght, and Wught me into the building. There J found forty 
reh'gioust ^ho entertained me that night with fair guest rite, and F 
left them after seeing among them such diligence in adoration 
and devotion as I never bcheid the like of ia any others. Neat 
day I farewdled them and fared forth and, after doing my businesa 
at 'Amuriyah, 1 returned to my home at Anhar. And next year 
I made pilgrimage to Mcccah and as I was circumambulating the 
Holy House I saw Abd al-Masih the monk also oompassing the 
Ka'abah. and with him 6ve of his fellows, the shavelings. Now 
when 1 was sure that it was indeed he, I accosted him, sayings 
‘Art thou not Abd al'Masib, the Religious?’ and he replied, ‘Nay, 
I am Abdallah, the Desirous,’* * Therewith 1 fell to kissing bis grey 
hairs and shedding tears; then, taking him by the hand, I led liim 
aside into a earner of the Temple and said to him, 'Tell me the 
cause of thy conversion to AlTsJam;' and he made rq?Iy, 
‘Verily, 'twas a wonder of wonders, and befel thus. A company 
of Modem dcTOteea to the village wherein is our convent, 
and sent a youth to buy them food He saw, in the market, a 
Christian damjjl jelling bread, who was of the fairest of women; 
and be was struck at first sight with such love of her, that his 
senses failed Him and he fell on bis fac^ in a fainting-fit. When 
he revived, he returned to his companions and told them what had 
befallen him, saying, ‘Go ye about your business; I may not go 
with you,’ They ^ided liim and exhorted him, but he paid no 
heed to them; so they left him whilst he entered the village and 


^ A fimaui gnunmui^R, rtc-, tsf tLc Tenth 

■ The duveiil Amoriuin \ii Ptuyp^ nw Anatulk: Anbir » a town mendnnw) 

on iht Euphrmtai bjr the mlet of Ar^Uic gf^nnaj- the word a p^oiamnMd netei 

wnt«n) Ambir^ - * . ^ 

• *'hn thwj wit the dive ^ the the Rdhlb f " “NctM im the dive of 

AUah, the (darouiof fimm ihe " A fdr ipedmenof theSAj't or 

PTEMEL Abdilldi (property AWultph.;*') ii a l^fwi of aeattd nime, fmdier 
Jewish, ttfcikHi nor Cluudiui; hciw I adopted It, 
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seated himself at the door of the womans booth.‘ She asked 
him what he w^anted, and he cold her thac be was in loive with her^ 
whereupon she turned irom him; but he abodc in his place three 
days without tasting fooch keeping iiis eyes h^d on her face. 
Now whenas she saw thac he departed nor from hcr^ she went to 
her people and acquainted them with his case, and they set cn 
him the tnUage boys, who stoned him and bruised his ribs and 
broke his head; but, for all thisi, he would not budge, Thm the 
villagers took counsel together to slay him; but a man of them 
came to me and told me of his case, and I went out to him and 
found him lying prostrate on the ground. So I wiped the blood 
from his face and carried him to the convent, and dressed his 
wounds: and there he abode with me fourteen days. But as soon 

as he could walk, he left the monastery”-And Shahraaad pen 

edved the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


SHjen it tnoe j^mir ^unhreb anh lErhirttentti iliglit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious tCing, that Abdallah 
the Religious continued: ‘“So I carried him to the convent and 
dressed wounds, and he abode with me fourteen days. But as 
soon as he could walk, he left the monastery and returned to the 
door of the woman^s booth, where he sat gadng on her as before. 
When she saw him, she came out to him and said, ‘By Allah, 
thou movest me to pity! wilt thou enter my faith that I may 
many thee?* He cried, ‘Allah forbid that I should put off the 
faith of Unity and enter thac of Plurality f* Quoth she, 'Come 
in with me to my house and take thy will of me and wend thy 
w-ays in peace,* Quoth he, 'Not so, 1 will not waste the worship 
of twelve years for the lust of an cye'twinMe.’ Said she, 'Then 
depart from me forthwith;' and he said, ‘My heart will not suffer 
me to do that:' whereupon she turned her countenance from him. 
Presently the boys found him out and beg^ to pdt bim with 
stones; and he fdl on his face, saying, 'Verily, Allah is my pro* 
teeter, who sent down the Book of the Koran; and He procccteth 


* Arib. pusp. * lavEm whxxv Mr? itrfd; a icrm Applied eontcinptmHuJjr 

ID fhi^, iAnM> cK., fcifpt bj Chnafildi. 

Mrab ** Shirk ^ ^ (niic nwOsa otkef ^ fiirttusfi 

with God), i wonl pcanaujiiicd iht WihhftbM inJ the Bodionn. 
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the Righteousl^' At this I sallied forth and driving away die 
boys, bited his head from the ground and heard him ay, AUah 
mine, unite me with her in Pa^dise!* Then 1 carried Jtim to 
the monastery; but he died, belorc 1 could reach it, and I bore 
him wi^ut the rillage and 1 du|[ for him a grave and buried 
him. And next night when half oi it was spent, the damsel cried 
with a great cr)* (and she in her bed); so the vilbge^ flocked to 
her and questioned her of her case. Quoth sh^ ‘As 1 slept, 
behold die Moslem man came in to me and taking me by ^ 
band, carried me to the gate of Paradise; but the Guardian 
denied me entrance, saying, ‘ 'Tis forbidden to unbelic^'era.' So 
1 embraced Al'Islam at his bands and, entering with him, beheld 
therein paviLotis and trees, such as 1 cannot describe to you. 
Moreover, he brou^c me to a pavilion of jewels and said to me, 
‘Of a truth rhis is my pavilion, and thine, nor will I enter ic 
with thee; but, after five nights thou shale be with me therein, if 
it be the will of Allah Almighty,' Then he put forth his hand to 
a tree which grew at the door of the pavilion ^d plumed there' 
from two ap^es and gave them to me, saying, *Eat this and keep 
the other, that the monks may see it,' So I ate one of them and 

never tasted I aught sweeter/ ”-^And Shahraiad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her peruutted say. 


IHb^n it toa« ifour ^unbrcli anh jFourteenrtj .flight, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the woman 
cononued; “ *5o he plucked two apples and ga^^ them to me, 
saying, ‘Eat this and keep the other that the monks may 5 e& it. 
So 1 ace one of them and never tasted 1 au^t sweeter. Then he 
took my hand and fared forth and carried me back to my house; 
and, when I awoke, I found the taste of the apple in my mouth 
and the other in my hand/ So saying she brou^t out the apple, 
and in the darkness of the night it shone w it iwere a sparkling 
star. So they carried her (and the apple with Iot) to the monas' 
tcry, where repeated her vision and showed it to us; never saw 
we its like among all the fruits of the world. Then 1 took a knife 
and cut the apple into pieces according as we were folk in com" 


‘ Kama wL 19S. Ths t>ua*g« dedabi* agmast titt klaJj of the Anbi, mn, toeon, eutb, 
etc. 
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pany; and never knew we aught more delicious chan its savour 
nor more ddightsotpe than its scent; but we said, ‘Haply this 
was a devil that appeared unto her to seduce her from her faith,^ 
Thereupon her people took her and went away; but she abstained 
from eating and drinking and on the fifth night she rose from her 
bed, and going forth the village to the grave of her hdoskm lover 
threw he^f upon it and die^ her fan^y not knowing what was 
come of her. But, on the morrow, there came to the village two 
Moslem elders, clad in hair'cloth, and with them two women in 
like garb, and said, ‘O people of the village, with you is a woman 
Saint, a Waliyah of the friends of Allah, who died a Moalemah; 
and we will t^e charge of her tn lieu of you/ So the villagers 
sought her and found her dead on the Modem s grave; and diey 
saicl, ‘This was one of us and she died in our faith; so we will 
cake charge of her,' Rejoined the two old men, ‘Nay, she died 
a Moslemah and we claim her/ And the dispute waxed to a 
quarrel betw^n them, till one of the Shaykhs said, ‘Be this the 
test of her faith: the forty monks of the monastery shall come 
and try to lift her from the grave. If they succeed, then she died 
a Naiarene; if not, one of us shall come and lift her up and if she 
be lifted by him, she died a Moslemah/ The villagers agreed to 
this and fetched the forty monks, who heartened one anomer, and 
came to her to lift her, but could not. Then we tied a great rope 
round her middle and haled at it; but the rope broke in sunder, 
and she stirred not; and the villagers cime and did the like, but 
could not move her from her place/ At last, when all means 
failed, we said to one of the two Shaykhs, ‘Come thou and lift 
her/ So he went up to the grave and, covering her with his 
mantle, said, ‘In the name of Allah the Compassionating, tbc 
Compassionate, and of the Faith of the Apostle oi Allah, on whom 
be prayers and peace?’ Then he lifted her and, taking her in his 
bosom, betook himself with her to a cave hard by, where they laid 
her, and the two women came and washed her and shrouded her. 
Then the two elders bore her to her Moslem lover's grave and 
prayed over her and buried her by his side and went thdr ways. 
Now we were eye-witnesses of all this; and, when we were alone 


* Tliil minor inlfsictc ts cornmonly rrportftlj MlJ b Dor, I ■i ftbi wiwft to n»4leni 

^&pinfa4llMTs.'^ Tht iietJ Will cw Widijah (Sainrm) «ften tmpdi th^ bier4scMrOT to tht 
ipot wKot ke wmM be buriect! kEiusc in Cum the tmbs tenttmd nlxmt tke dtj* Lane 
noncd ir^ MotL E- cbipt. Dcndn. 
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with one another, wc said, ‘In sooth, die truth is most worthy to 
be followedand indeed the verity hath been made manifest to us* 
nor is there a proof more patent of the tru^ of Al'Islam than 
that we have seen this day with our ey®. So I and all the 
monks became Moslems and on like wise did the villagers; and 
we sent to the people of Mesopotamia for a doctor of the law* to 
instruct us in fiie ordinances of Al'Idam and the ^iions of the 
Faith. They sent us a learned man and a oious, who taught 
the rites of prayer and the tenets of the faith; and w'e are^now in 
ease aboimung; so to Allah be the praise and the thanksl And 
they also tell a tale of 


THE LOVES OF ABU ISA AND KURRAT ADAYN, 

Quoth Amru bin Masa‘dah:* “Abu Isa, son of Al^Rashid and 
brother to Al'Maamun, was enamoured of one Kurrat al'-Ayn, a 
slave^irl belonging to Ali bin Hisham,* and she also loved him; 
but he concealed his passion, complaining of it to none neither 
discovering his secret to anyone, of his pride and magnanimity; 
for he had used liis utmost endeavour to purchase her of her 
master, but he had failed. Ac last when his patience was at m 
end and his passion was sore on him and he was helpless in the 
matter, he went in to Al-Maamun, one day of state after the folk 
had retired, and said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, if 
thou wilt this day make trial of thine Alcaydes by taking them 
unawares, thou wilt know the generous from the mean and note 
each one's place, after the quaLcy of his mind. But, in ^ying 
this he purposed only to sit with Kurrat ai-Ayn, in her lord s house. 
Quoth Al'Maamun, ‘Right is thy recUng/ and bade make rea^ 
a barge, called 'the Flyer; wherein he embarked with Abu Isa 
a party of chief officers^ The first ni^nsiofi be visited 
ujiexpKrtedly was that of Hamid al^Tawil of Xus, whom he found 

seatecj”-^AndShahrawd perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


‘ Korm 1. ss, *prtiki4m of IselflR turned aiiik from the rroc ■nrihip. 
tOrve of (ir WiuiiT of Kttmt (rf. deUshc] <if *He 

eyts-'' Aii bin Kisb^n (utmetihI Abu ’VFUsmo, »» prtfc« of Bs^*d umJef the Mine 

^TTic Mw:. Edit, (if- reuU fot K*wdid (plur. of klid-^Goivcttwr*, ^pao. AlcaydeJ 
“FiwJiil'"; bence Line <jL 6063 - try iby He»rt." 
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IBfjen U t^c jTcmr ^unbrrti anb Jfiftemtib 

She aaid. It hath reached O auspicious King, that Ai-Maamun 
emharked with his chief officers and fared on tUl they reached the 
nmision of Hamid al-Tawil of Tus; and, unexpectedly enterings 
they found him seated on a mar and before him singers and pbyer^ 
with lutes and flageolets and other mstruments of music in their 
hands. So Al'Maamun sat with him awhik and prcsmdy he set 
before him dishes of nothing but flesh-mcat, with no birds among 
them. The Caliph would not taste thereof and Abu Isa said to 
him , *‘0 Commander of the Faithful, we have tatm the owner of 
this place unawares, and he knew not of thy ooming; but now let 
us go to another place which is prepared for thee and fitted for 
thee.'* Thereupoi’i the Cahph arose and betook himself with ^ 
brother Abu Isa' and his suite, to the abode of Ah son of Hisham 
who, on hearing of their approach, came out and received them 
with the goodliest of reception, and kissed the earch before the 
King. Then he brought them into his mansion and opened to 
them a saloon than which seer never saw a goodlier, its flexm, 
pillars and walls were of many-coloured marbles, adorned with 
Greek paintings: and it was spread with matting of Sind‘ whereon 
were carpets and tapestry of Bassorah make, fitted to the length 
and breadth of the room. So the Caliph sat awhile, examining 
the house and its ceilings and walls, then said, "Give us some' 
what to eat." So they brought Him forthwith nearly an hundred 
diah K of poultry besides olffier birds and brewises, fritters and 
cooling marinades. When he had eaten, he said, "Give us some' 
thing to drink, O Alif’ and the host set before him, in vessels 
of gold and silver and crystal, raiain-winc boiled down to one 
third w’ith fruits and spices^ and the cupbearers were pages like 
moons, dad in garments of Alexandrian stuff interwoven with 
gold and bearing on their breasts beakers of crystal, full of 
rose-water mingled with musk. So Al-Maamun marvelled with 
exceeding marvel at all he saw? and said, "Ho thou, Abu al' 
Hasan 1" Whereupon All sprang to the Caliph's carpet and 
kissing it, said, “At thy service, O Conimandcr of the Faithful?" 


^ Thi: fhau ofSimi were fammii even In mV hit uml« F-ngiith rule native inJiiime* 
are kiikd. emt bj B^munghanid 
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and stood before him. Quoth Al-Maamun “Let us he^acn^ 
SS^and merry song/' Rephed Ali. *‘1 hear and obey. O 
Commander of the Faithful/" and and to one of bis 
*Tetch the einging-women." So the slave went out 
returned, folbwed by ten casmt^ beanng ten stods of 
which Aey sec down in due order; and after these c^e ^ 
SSs, Sncuhines of 

moons or gardens full of bloom, cbd tn black brocade, 
crowns of gold on thdr heads; and they pass^ along the r^ 
tiU they sat down on the stools, when s^g^ey 
Al^M^mnin looked at one of 

her elegance and fair favour, asked her, mat >s thy 
damseP”’ and she answerei “My name is Sajahi O 
mander of the Faithful," and he said, '"Smg to us, O Sajahi. 

So played a lively measure and sang these couplets, 

“1 Tvalk far fear of interview, weddmfi's w^ * Who sees two lim- 

M, ^ ““ 

. Lik, '*0. k" 

to espy/ 

Ouoth the Caliph, “Thou hast done well, O damsd! whe^ ^ 
^he answered, “Written by Amm bin Ma di 
fc lA-abidV Th™ the Cdiph 
fa and M drank and the dam^. went ™ay and 
J^OT^cSed^by other ten. all dad in llowerrf s* ,o( ^- 
Ya„an. brt^tfed -th .oli who » to tor. _^d 

bhI.'Xt/S'li arfd beilK of to «aae. and aid ^er 

"What is thy name, O . ?fV” h- "Sii^ to us 

Zahivah ^ O CormnandeT of the Faithtul; be^ ^ E 

» to warbled like a bird veilh many a trill and 

sang tbeae two couplets, _ 

*S.jlh the n^tf of ^ f«wut k<n»\c iinliOftW. » HSttrcipt^rT of 

the liw,'* . 

* A poeii>fMAhATni3wd*9 4iiT' . 

TtHdu anJ tht Greek D«tai, 
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"Houns, and hiEh-bom Dunes who fed no fear of taeo: * Lit* Mccan 
game farbtdclcri man to slam:* 

Tbdr sweet t-nica make you deem them whora, * But bam them from 
all whotmg Al'IsIiffiL 


When she had finished, AJ-Maamun cned. "Favoured of Aikh 
ait thou!"—-And Shahrazad perceived ie dawn of day and 


ceased to say her permitted say. 


Hlfjrn il toa£f tfje ^ffour Sntnbrcli anb ^Lxteeitrtf Jitflht. 

^ saii It hath reached me, O aospidous King, that when the 
slave-ejr finished her song. Al-Waamim cried, "Fa\-oured of Allah 
art thou! Whose k this verse?" and she answered. "JarirV and 
me is by Ibn hurayi. Then tlie Caliph and liis company 
di^k, whilst the girb went away and there came forth yet 
othCT as they were rubies, robed in red brocade inwoven 
with gpld Md purfled with pearls and jWls whilst all thdr 
hpds were bare They sat down on the stools and sang various 
airs; ^ the CaLph looked at one of them, who was like the 
sun of the day, and asked her. "What is thy name, O damsel^"- 
^d she "O of the Faithful, my name' is 

Fahn Sing to us, O Fatin, quoth he; whereat she played 
a hv’ely measure and sang these coupler, 

"Deign gnuit thy favoun: since 'tis dme I engmeed: * Bamich of «cv- 
eiancc hath it been my int to taate ^ 

Thou*rT he whose fare doth nery gift and charm unite; - Yet » mv rja. 
ticn^ for thit twas sdoc misplajccd - ^ ^ 

™iUJ,high Heaven • Gr^t me one 
tneeting huur for aJJ this wilful waste. 


"wa sw O Fatinr eidained die CaJiphj “whose verse is 
™ ,f werei. "ArU bin Zayd's, and the air is 

antique. Then all three drank, whilst the damsels retired and 


mS'^’u- the iljy Pk.«). « Al.M«iin.h „ ^dl » 

Mmwh, tU Muhwuniii ffcrtnJifen «n«} ws douLiy unliyrlU, inch U drinkJ m ssiritt 

iHUhflTAl ilfe, sUlik farbidi lUfiog nnlfiulj (vitboji, howsrer, apccifttiui 

inmkcT, infidtU And 1 Pii^ntxge iL 167J ^ 

^ A poet of the fitflt caitufv 
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were succ^ded by other ten inaidens, as they were spariding 
$UiB, dad in lowered Bilk embroidered with red gdd and girt 
with jewelled zones. They sat down and sang various motives; 
and the Caliph asked one of them, who was like a wand of 
willow, ‘'What is thy name, O damsel?”; and she answered, 
“My name is Rashaa,* O Commander of the Faithful.” "Sing 
to us, O Rashaa,” quoth he; so she played a lively measure 
and sang these couplets, 

“And wand'likf Hnnii, iwliO can fMsian heal * like young gaselle that 
poerth o’er the plain; 

1 drain thu winc'cup on the toast:, her cheeky * l^h cup disputing tilt the 
bends in twain. 

Then sleeps die ni^u with me, the whde J cry * 'Thit is the only gain 
aiy Soul would gain!' " 

Said the Caliph, “Well done, O damsel! Sing usi something 
more.” So she rose and kissing the ground brfote him, sang 
the following distich. 

*’Sbe came nut to gofc on the bfidal at ease * In a shift that reeked of 
ambet^iis.’' 

The Caliph was highly pleased with this couplet and, when the 
slave-girl saw how much it ddighted him, she repeated it several 
times. Thtm said AlMaamun, “Bring up ''the Flyer,'" being 
minded to embark and depart: but Alt bin Hisham said to him, 
“O Commander of the Faithful, 1 have a slave-girl, whom 1 
bought for ten thousand dinars; she hath taken my heart in 
whme and part, and I would fain dispby her to the Commander 
of the FaitnfuL If she please him and he will accept of her, ^e 
is his: and if not, let hdn hear something from her,” Said the 
Caliph, “Bring her tn me:" and forth came a damsel, as she were 
a branchlet ol willow, with seducing eyes and eyebrows ^t like 
twin bows; and on her head she wore a crown of red gold crusted 
with pearls and jewelled, under which was a fillet bearing this 
couplet wrought in letters of chrysolite, 

“A Jinniyoh 'with her Jinn, to shnw • Hnw to pierce tain*» heart with 
a stnnglesa bow!" 


‘ fn AnU).-ii fawn bcgicuunff to w«ik;alia the ISth lunjir tnutislon or tuiron, uiiully 
kttown w Dqto ■14Ciir or Whale’* bdly. Thnc ttiiuMotu nr kttuK*, the tgnstrlbtiaiu 
duDugb tbe DiDipfl 111 ber f^auric uliHtg her oHnc,^ lire in Modon 

utzokigy iitd mmorology^ 
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The handmaiden w'alked, with the gait of a gazelle in flight and 
fit to damn a devotee, till she came to a chair, whereon she seated 

hersdi.-And Shahmsad percei\^ the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pcnmtted say. 

®J)ni it Itwid tbt jfeur ©unfireh anh ftebtntccnd) iliBftt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the hand¬ 
maiden v^ed with the gait of a gajwdle in flight, fit to damn a 
devotee, till she came to a chair whereon she seated herself. And 
Al'Maamun manelled at her beauty and loveliness; but, when 
Abu Isa saw her, his heart throbbed with pam, his colour changed 
to pale and wan and he was in e\ il case. Asked the Caliph* '‘O 
Abu Isa, what adeth thee to change thus?”t and he answered, “O 
Commander of the Faithful, it is because of a twitch that seheth 
me bytimes. Quoth the Caliph, ^‘Hast thou known yonder 
damsel before to-day?" Quoth he, "Yes, 0 Commander of the 
Faithful, can the moon he concealed?" Then said Al-Maamun 
to her, "What is thy name, O damsel?"; and she relied, "My 
n^e is Kurrat al-Ayn, O Cniumandcr of the Faithful," and he 
rejoined, “Sing to us, O Kurrat ahAyn."’ & she sang these two 
couplets, 

“The Jcpvtd CMS left ihee |ji middle night, • And fared with the pilgriiM 
wbro (kwn shcmc bright: 

The tenci of pride rwjfid Ehe do(me$ thty picdifd, * And with bioidcred 
oiftains were veiled fro* sight.'* 

Quoth the Caliph, "Favoured of Heaven art thou, O Kurrat al- 
Ayn! Whose song is that?"; whereto she answered “The 
words are by Di ibfl al-Khusa^i, and the air by Zurzur al-SagJur." 
Abu Isa looked at her and his tears choked him; so that the 
company maj^elled at him. Then she turned to AJ-Maamun and 
said to Kim, "O Commander of the Faithful, wilt thou give me 
Irave to change the words?" Said he, "Sing what thou wilt;" so 
she played a merry measure and carolled these couplets. 

If thpu should please a friend who pleaseth thee * Frankly, in ptihlic prar- 
tisc secrecy. 

And spurn the slanderer's talc, who seldom' seeks • Except the severance of 
true love to sec- 


*Anb. KilLwoA b iidclnm Cive} — mf-l in boGiiu. 






Loves op Abu Isa ani> Korjiat al-Ayn, ifi 

They siy, when lover'a near, he mes of tove, ■ And ibseim is for lowe best 
nonedy: 

Both cures w< tried and yet we are noc cured, * Withil we judge chat 
nearness easier be: 

Yet ncameas is of no avail when he * Them lovcst tends thee love 
unwillingly" 

But when she had finished, Abu Isa said, ''"O Commander of the 

Faithful,”-And Shahrazad pereerved the dawn of dajt and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


CBfjcn it toos the jTour iGhunhrth anb 

She said, It hath reached rae, O auspicious King, chat when 
Kurrat al-Ayn had finished her verse, Abu Isa said, ”0 Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful, though we endure disgrace, we shall be 
at ease.* Dost thou give me leave to reply to her?” Quoth the 
Caliph, "Yes, say what thou wilt to her." 6o he swallowed his 
tears and sang these two disdehs. 

“Siknt J Viioncd and never owned my love; * But frero my heart t hid love's 
hlisiful boon; 

Yet, tf my eyes ^muld manifeat my love, ■ Tis for my nearness eo ihe 
ihinifig moon-** 

Then Kurrat ai-Ayn took the lute md played a h'vtiy tuiie and 
rejoined with these couplets, 

“An what thou daim^ were the rcil truths • With only Hope content thou 
had^ not been; 

Nor couldcst psitient Ifve withouc the girl * So tare of inner gr^e and 
outward nuetL 

But there nothing in the flafru of thee * At alh tongue Enlk 
that tfCtte mean.** 

When Abu Isa heard this he fdi ro weeping and wailing and 
evidencing his trouble and anguish. Then be raised his eyes to 
her and sighing^ repeated these cDupleta^ 

*‘Unikr my raiment a waste body lieSi * And in my spirit aUogmprii- 
ing priM. 

I have a hearty whose pain *hall ay* cndunCp • And tears tike torrents pout 
these woeful c>'cs- 


^ DiihoDoutril hy hk hvt being msde public. Sq PctnrtL and Qtmnfnf 
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whene'er % wise man senight be chide* * Love, that miilcada im 

thiiA in wiya unwiiCT 

O Lord, 1 lack the power dole to bear« * Ccanc audden D^eaih or 
)oy in bestesT guwe!” 

When he had ended, Ali bin Hisham sprang up and kissing his 
feet, said. '*0 my brd, Allah hearing thy secret bath answered 
thy prayer and consenteth to thy taking her with aU she hath of 
things rare and fair, so the Commander of the Faithful have no 
mine to her.” Quoth AhMaamun, “Had we a mind to her, we 
would prefer Abu Isa before ourselves and help him to bis desire," 
So saying, he rose and embarkmE, went away, whitsc Abu Isa 
tarried for Kurrac al-Ayn, whom he took and carried to his own 
house, his breast swelling with joy. See then the generDsity of 
All son of Hishaml And they t^ a tale of 


AI^AMIN SON OF AL'RASHID AND HIS UNCLE 
IBRAHIM BIN ADMAHDI. 

At'A min brother of Al'Maamun, once entered the house of hts 
unde Ibr^im bm Al'Mahdi, where he saw a slave-girl playing 
upon Ae lute; and, she being one of the fairest of women, his 
heart inclined to her. Ibrahim, seeittg how it was with him, sent 
the girl to him , with rich raiment and predous ornaments. When 
he saw her, he thought that bis unde bad Iain with her; so he 
was loath to have to do with her, because of diat, and accepting 
what came with her sent her badi to Ibrahim. Hts unde learnt 
the cause of this from one of AhAmin’s eunuchs; so he took a 
shift of watered silk and worked upon its skirt, in tetters of gold, 
these two couplets, 

“Nol I declare by Him to wtiom all bow, • Of oodung 'neatb ber petti* 
ccat I trew: 

Nor meddle with her mouth; nor inighc did I * But ace and hear her, and it 
waa enow!" 

Then He dad her in the shift and, giving her a lute, sent her back 
again to his nephew. When she came into Al-Amin's presence. 


tsiitfa Abhuidc, A.D. 





Al'Fath ijrK Kbakam and Al-Mutawakkil* 153 

she kissed ground before him and tuning the lute, sang thereto 
these two couplets, 

•"Thy brexrt thou baredst (cruJihg hark the gift; * Showing unlove for me 
wichouten shift; , — , 

An thou bear ipitc of Past, the I^5t forgive, * And for the Quipbate cast 
the Past idrifL" 

When she had made an end of her verse, Al^Amin looked at her 
and, seeing what was upon her skirt, could no longer control him' 

seJf,-^And Shahiraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pennitted say. 


rahfn it tnaS tfje 5our J^tibrEli anh 

She said. It hath reached tne, O auspicious King, that when Al- 
Amin looked at the damsel and saw what was upon her skii^ he 
could no longer control himself, but drew near unto her and kissed 
her and appointed her a separate lodging in his pala^. Moreover, 
he thanked his unde for this and bestowed on him the govern' 
ment of Rayy. And a tale is told of 


AL'FATH BIN KHAKAN AND THE CALIPH 
AL'MUTAWAKKIL. 

Al'Mutawakkil^ was once taking medicine, and folk sent him 
by way of solace all sorts of presents and rarities and diings 
costly and precious. Amongst others, Ah Path bin Khakin’ 
sent him a virgin slave, high'br^sted, of the fairest among women 
of her time, and with her a vase of crystal, containing ruddy 
wine, and a goblet of red gold, whereon were graven in black 
these couplets. 


' Aiillih, tenth Abbijlde. A. H. 233^7 gnmiboTi of M-Ruhid wJifl 

Al-Wlsik, wu 1 Tiruilir Saiifti, much sp rhe Slu'iLhi anj he ardered the 

tQ wsLfti round their ntscki the Ghiiill {vMavf i™, or IcitW), to d™ tn 

r^ov hojtii-^ciLt ind sirdles^ utt wuoden. atimap* and fijBuro M Jwk tn of 

thdr dwemni-hqiwei. Ht dktf*ct dreflstt to ihciir wiwtitfi *iid dnvtx. The GhulL 

used ftsrmSiijJikhnKrit and vermin [fflthcrcd iandeTitwh(=n nntt«l muna 
the n«k i henee Gdrsu* hckIU it *" pftlicakimiii columbit- 
* Waiif (jf iht *bowe, kiiled by Al-Muntwif Billih. H- 2^:7 
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‘‘Sitice our Imam came fortb ftooi medidne, * * WltJich made him bfilMi 
and heartiness rewin, 

There is no belling draughts more eovercign * Than weU-boiled wine this 
golden goblet in: 

Then let Iiim break the seal for him secured; * Tsa best prescription after 
medicuac.*'* 

Now when the damsel entered, the physician Vohanna' was with 
the Caliph, and as he read the couplets, he smiled and said, 
"By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, Fath is better versed 
than I in the art of healing; so let not the Prince of True 
Believers gainsay his prescription." Accordingly, the Caliph foh 
low©J the recipe contained in the poetry and was made whole 
by the blessing of Allah and won his e^'ery wish. And among 
C^es they tell is one of 


THE MAN'S DISPUTE WITH THE LEARNED WOMAN 
CONCERNING THE RELATIVE EXCELLENCE 
OF MALE AND FEMALE, 

Quoth a certain man of learning, “I never saw amongst womans 
kind one wittier, and wiser, better read and by nature more 
generously bred; and in manners and morals more perfected 
than a preacher of the people of Baghdad, by name Sitt al' 
Masha'ikh.* It chanced chat she came to Hamah'dty in the 
year of the Flight five hundred and sixty and one*; and there 
delivered salutary exhortations to the folk from the professorial 
chair. Now there used to visit her house a number of students of 
divinity and persons of learning and polite letters, who would di&' 
cu^ with her questions of theology and dispute with her on con- 
trcu'emial points. I went to her one day, with a friend of mine, a 
man of years and educadon; and when we had taken cur seats. 


^ Ewcrrti diirir^ irc owti And dmde tkt urnnc df {)tpcxutk»Q In Eufd- 

peuo, tJtcilmiK dll jdl ii pjAwd off, tnd tvoid hitht, wine And women, 

which they afterwanii rctumo with douhlc ic*t, Jicre braki^ the b tAldn# the 
giri'i ftuliiccahciil- 

’ Johiuinctf 1 ’Greek ftTOiirvd 5y AUMutawzkkil nnd Pther AbbAsde CiJijihf. 

* of ShAvkhir dtltnn in the felth and m^n qf Icmrmngi 
^ -AJX llfifiL 
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she set before us a diah of fruit and seated Herself beHiiid a cut' 
tain. Now she had a brother, a handsome youih, who stood 
behind us, to serve us. And when we bad eaten we fell to dis' 
putin| upon points of divinity, and I propounded to her a cheo' 
logics question bearing upon a difference bcrween the Imams, 
the Founders of the Four Schools. She proceeded to speak in 
answer, whilst I listened* * but all the while my friend fell to 
looking upiM her brother*s face and admiring his beauties with' 
out paying any heed to what she discoursed. Now as she was 
watching him from behind the curtain; when she had made an 
end of her speech, she turned to him and said, ‘Metbinks thou 
be of those who give men the preference over womenf He 
repL'ed, ‘Assuredly,’ and she asked, ‘And why so?'; whereto he 
answered, ‘For t^t Allah hath made the masculine w'orthier 

than the feminme,‘ -And Shahra^d perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted fiay. 


ISihrii it bias the ^our K^unhreh anh ^Ttnmtirih 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Shaykh 
replied, “ ’For that Allah hath made the masculine worthier than 
the feminine; and I like the e:toelling and mislite the excelled.’ 
She laughed and presently said, ‘Wile thou deal fairly with me 
in debate, if 1 battle the matter with thee?’ and he rejoined, 
’Yes.’ Then quoth she, 'What is the evidence of die superiority 
of the mole to the female?’ Quoth he, 'It is of two khida. tra' 
ditional and reasonable. The authoritative part deriveth from the 
Koran and the Traditions of the Apostle, As for the first we 
have the very words of Almighty Alkh, 'Men shall have the pre¬ 
eminence al»ve women because of those advantages wherein 
Allah hath caused the one of them to excel the other and again, 
'If there be not two men, let there be one man and two women;'^ 
and again, when treating of inheritance, 'If there be brothers and 
sisters let a male have as much as the portion of two females,'* 
Thus Allah (extoUed and exalted be He!) hath in these plac^ 
preferred the male over the female and teacheth that a woman is 


^ Kor^n iv:, I hnre bdioi^ £»tcd wtut xht 
■ \u “af [hoK wham thaU cKqpk ftr 

* Kfinm it, 17S, ** WTustew U ihefti be rwa they Snhcrii only rvoithiridt betwoeo 

tbem*" 
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afi the half of a man. for that he k worthier than she. A& for 
the Sunnah'tmditions, is it not reported of the Prophet (whom 
Allah £a\'e and assain!) that he appointed the blood^mcney for 
a woman to be half that of a man. And as for the evidence 
of reason, the male is the agent and achve and the female the 
patient and passive,** Rejoined she, 'Thou hast said well, O my 
lord, hut, by Allah, thou hast proved my contention with thine 
own lips and hast advanced evidence which CeUeth against thee, 
and not for Aee. And thus it is: Allah (extolled and exalted 
be He!) piefeired the male above the female solely because of 
the inherent conditkm and essential quality of masculinltyp and 
in this there is no di^iute between us. Now this quality of male' 
hood is common to the child, the boy, the youth, 'the adult and 
the old mani nor is there any distinction between them in this. 
If, then, the superior excellence of male raascukric belong to him 
solely by virtue of manhood, it behovech that thy heart incline 
and thy sole delight in the greybeard, equally with the boy; 
seeing that there is no distinctian between them, in point of male' 
hood. But the difference between thee and me tumeth upon the 
accident of qualities that are sought as constituting the pleasure 
of intercourse and its enjoyment; and thou hast adduced no proof 
of die superiority of the youth over the young girl in this matter 
of non'cssendals.* He made answer, ‘O reverend bdy, knowest 
thou not that which is peculiar to the youth of limber shape and 
rosy cheeks and pleasant smile and sweetness of speech? Youths 
ate, in these respects superior to women; and the proof of this is 
what they traditionally report of the Prophet (whom Allah bless 
and preserve!) that he said, ‘Stay not thy gaze upon the beardless, 
for m them is a momentary eye-gbnce at the black'eyed girls of 
Paradise.' Nor indeed is (he superiority of the lad over die lass 
hidden to any of mankind, and how well saiih Abu Nowas,’ 

"Tlif least of him ta the being free * Frooi monthly couisea and pngnancy.* 


^ The Ktcmdary rai=inina ii vodopuietod “ the [lubvep 

m catiirafcs thr farmer i« fiat mil Jiuultin^ word, the Utter » ii motr injuHom c^KBica. 
« qiq iitf* 

■ If » tinplrtitaiit fact thii mlmeniE ill tlit pocUY of HJiiE « addrcMcd » 
we See by the tsccainfiafll liitTeidiiictiQn of Anhk U Aflkalllh). PcTun Km no gecidcti 
jjmperlj *d eilUd, hene^e ilie dSeCE h iw lEnKirii. Si'di, the ”Fcn5an begfni 

one of fiiq tsUsi '* A ccftalii Iciencd mao fdl In Iot* with i bemtiriJ ivn cf m blacksiHjthp*’ 
wh^ GUdurm^ tnEuIi.tifts for the gcoenil, ncccMxrily chasgoi e» 



Mam's Dispute with theLeakhed Woman. iy 7 
Aod the saying of another poett 

'Quod) our bnain, Abu Novtu. vbo viw * For nud debauch and wag' 
gidincs nenewned:^— 

*0 tiTttJt that lovo the dudu of boys, take fill * Of joy® in Faiadiac shall 
tut’a be found!' 

So if any one enlarge in praise of a slave-girt and wish to enhance 
her value by the mention of her beauties, he likeneth her to a 

youth,’"-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of (ky and 

ceased saying her pennitted say. 


Slhm ft toaff Jfaur ^unbreb anb tEtamtp-firat 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Shaykh 
continued, “ 'So if any one enlarge in praise of a slave-girl and 
wi^ to enhance her value by the mention of her beauties, he 
likeneth her to a youth, because of the illustrious qualities that 
belong to the male, even as saith the poet, 

^Boy-like ot backsfdct in the deed of kindt * She ^ £wa.ys die wajid- 

like bought 4'wincL" 

An youths, then^ were not better and faker thaa girls, why should 
these be likened to them? And know also (Almighty AUah pre- 
serve thee!) that a youth is easy to be Icd^ adapting himsdi to 
every rcde^ pleasant of converse and manners^ indining to assent 
rather than dissent^ especially when his side^face is newly down'd 
and his upper lip Is £t$t embrowned, and the purple lights of youth 
on his cheeks abound, so that he is tike the tuU moon ^und; and 
how goodly is the saying of Abu TammamS 

'The slanderers said hair upon hi* cheeks'; * Quoth Ip 

not; dirt s no hlsnish there,^ 

When he cpuld hear that haling of his hips * And pcarM?eads shaded by 
miMachio^bair,^ 

And Rose swen solemn, holiest oaih that k, * Frofn that fair cheek she 
nevenoDre would fare* 

I Spoke with eyelids without need of speechp • And they who arLswered 
me his ey^row* were. 

He's even faker than thou knewest him* * And cheek-down guard* ftasn all 
would overdare 


* The famoua muihfH-iof ihe AntKebify <^ed ALIlunluh^ 
’ f;rpj teclh umlcr the youn^ mmtachw. 
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Bnghicr swoctcr giown. bift tihiniii,, * * Suicfi^ dowfi fobcs Lp 

check before were bare, 

Anil thcec wlw bUjne me far my bve of bim, * When iiim they mention 
«ay of him, 'Thy FairT 

And quoth Al-Hariii^ and quoth csccdlently isveU, 

*My censors 3ay^ ‘What meani this pine far him? * Saest not the flowing 
hair on a^finwing?' 

I say^ ‘By AlJah* an yc dem I dotCi * Look at the tmth m tbofic £ne cyw 
a'fibbwing! 

But for die dovm that vdh his cheek and diirit * His brow had dai^ aJl 
eyes.no sight aHowing: 

AehJ whoso sdjoums ki a growthless bad, * How diaJl he move finm 
land fair gruswthi a-grerwing?' 

And tjuotk another. 

‘My bkmers say of "He is cotnsoled,* And liel • No consobtiQn comes to 
those who pine and sich^ 

I had no j&olace whm Rose bloomed alme on cheek, • Now Baad bloomy 
thereon and now consoled am 

And again, 

'SUm-wahted «ic, whose looks with down of cheek • In alaugbtering man¬ 
kind each other hurtle: 

Wirii the Narcissufi'blade he sheddeth blood, * The baldrlck of whoec 
sheath » fregheat myrtle-** 

And again, 

*Noc with his tpu&c Fm dninfct but vcnly • Those ends cum manly heads like 
newest wine^; 

Each of his beauties envies tadi. and all • Wmild be die silky down on side- 
face ITen.^ 


< Tile and the celtrbram^l aythar of the Mafcimit, ■awnsblgo nr ^nca 

ertmJAred {or attempted) into lii the of Fnrnpe. We have rvm h$ iho 

first Uy ThtmWis l*rdU>n, M-A CLortJiJii, Madden, IBSO); but it co^ciutii only twenty of 
the fifty piece*. Tho second by the la» Mr* Oienery (beroee alluded to) cfida with tht 
cwenty-Birtli ajRnihly: one yolunu; In facip the nthcr never having been firuihed. Engtiih 
tcaJen^ iJierefcrc, ari driven to the fnind cdiUan of the Makixtiit in folio by Bsron SX- 
veitrt de Sacy 

*Tbfl twnnl vf ihc eye ha» a Hamilil [hiddfick vam over right dsouliki, FL^rinuige L 
351) to tupport tl3o **0111111^"^ fvuls. Ghiirwd) nr jcabbard (of wood or ka^er}: and tbii 
hal^ckii the ytong whlitker. 

s The conceit df *'Snliifat“^ (piisane, lEvapc Juice allowed to draiit on the s^aW] and 

**Sjtwllif“ (treasea, locks) has ^cn Tlic nvwesc wine the imut inchnaunfp 

a fan nor much known in Ec^^aiiLi, hut fatniliar to the driokerof “ Vuio npvo.'* 
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Such arc the accdleades of the youth which women do not own, 
and they more than suffice to givT: those the preference over 
these.' She replied, ‘Allah give thee health! verily, thou hast 
imposed the debate upon thyself; and thou hast spoken and bast 
not stinted and hast brouglit proofs to support every assertion. 
But, ‘Now is the truth become manifest^' so swerve thou not from 
the path thereof; and, if thou be not content with a summary of 
evidence, 1 will set it before thee in fullest detaih Allah upon 
thee, where ts the youth beside the girl and who shall compare 
kid and wild cow? The girl is soft of speech, fair of fonn, like 
a branchkt of hasih with teeth like chamomile'petals and hair 
like halters wherefrom to lumg hearts. Her cheeks are like blood'- 
red anemones and her face like a pippin; she hath lips like wine 
and breasts like pomegranates twain and a shape supple as a 
rattan-cane. Her body is well'formcd and with sloping shoulders 
dight; she hath a nose like the edge of a sword s hinin g bright and 
a forehead brilliant white and eyebrow's which unite and eyes 
stained by Nature's hand black as night. If she speak, fresh 
young pearls are scattered from her mouth forthright and all hearts 
are ravished by the daintiness 0 / her sprite; w’hen she smileth 
thou wouldst ween the moon shone out her lips between and when 
she eyes thee, sword-blades flash from the babes of her eyes. In her 
all brauties to conclusion come, and she is the centre of attraction 
to traveller and stay-aDhomc. She hath two lipa of cramoisy, 

than cream smoother and of taste than honey sweeter,'"-And 

Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her pet' 
mitted say. 

ifilltn ft tootC the dTont anb tTfotTitp-'^ecmib .^igtlL 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the preacher' 
woman thus pursued her theme in the praiae of fair maids, “ 'She 
hath two lips of cramoisy, than cream smoother and chan honey 
sweeter;' adding, ‘And she hath a bosom, as it were a way two 
hills between which arc a pair of breasts like globes of ivory 
sheen; likewise, a stomach right smooth, flanks soft as the palm' 
spathe and creased with folds and dimples which overbp one 


* Korai? tuL SI, tflii 34iid hf iKe fP&dphjif^i) iJds, Kiected hhn 

(9 be with ITU; ind he (JoKph) ia ef choR Eruth.'^ 
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anothra, and Ubcial thighs, which like columns of pearS arise, and 
back parts which billow and beat together like seas of glass or 
mountains of glance, and two feet and hands of gracious mould 
like unto ingots of virgin gold- So, O miserahlei where are 
mortal men beside thp Jinn? Knowest thou not that puissant 
princes and potent Kings before women ever humbly l^d and on 
them for delight depend? Verily, they may say, 'We rule over 
necks and rob hearts.* * These women! how many a rich man have 
they not paupered, how many a powerful man have they not pro- 
strated and how many a superior man have they not enslaved! In' 
deed, they seduce the sage and send the saint to shame and bring 
the wealthy to want and plunge the fortunc'favoured into penury. 
Yet for all this, the wise but redouble in affection of them and bon- 
our i nor do they count rhw oppression or dishonour. How many a 
man for them hath offended ms Maker and called down on him' 
self the wrath of his father and mother! And all this because of 
the conquest of their love over hearts. Knowest thou not, O 
wretched one, that for them are built pavilions, and slave-girls are 
for salr;^ that for them tear'floods rail and for them are collected 
jewels of price and ambergris and musk odorifercfus; and armies are 
arrayed and pleasaunces made and wealth heaped up and smitten off 
is many a bead? And indeed he spoke sooth in the words, ‘Whoso 
saith the world meaneth woman.’ Now as for thy citation from the 
Holy Traditions, it is an argument against thee and not for thee; 
in that the pi^phet (whom Allah bl^ and preserve!) compareth 
the beardless with the bbek-eyed girls of Paradise. Now, doubt' 
less, the subject of comparison is worthier than the object there¬ 
with compared; so, unless women be the worthier and the goodlier, 
wherefore should other than they be likened to them? As for thy 
saying that girls are likened to boys, the case is not so, but the 
contrary; boys arc likened to girls; for folk say. Yonder boy b 
like a girL As for what proof thou quotest from the poets, the 
verses were the product of a complmdon unnatural in this respect; 
and as for the h^icual sodomites and catamites, offenders agains t 
religion, Almighty Allah hath condemned them in His Holy Book ,* 


^ Hfife we IvAW i ipedmcfv of lii? itrairiFd Sq}V or bjiknced pweE Qaviri) 

ire nuuoai «itii Bowing (diun'u on ic^nint of the ICI^yeh or rbym?- 

*Thc dctjcecoil ■odomitv it ptirtiihed with dcttll uccordani to Mortem taw, hut i^tkll 

craisQ th£di^Daltyo/|MtPofi Ac ShirKs I btvohcxrdofipdotii 

Mt ion. 
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wKerem He denounceth their filthy practices^ ^yingp ‘Do ye ap* * 
proach tinto the males among mankin d^ and l^ve your wives 
which your Lord hath create for you? Surely ye are a people 
who transgressr These it is that hken girls to boySi, of their 
exceeding profligacy and ungraciousness and inclination to follow 
the fiend and own lustSp so tt^c they say, ‘She is apt for two tricks/' 
and these are all wan^ferers from the way of right and the t^h- 
teous. Quoth their chief Abu Nowas^ 

*S[mi-^waiBC and boyidh witii delight • Wcnchcr, is mil m Sodamit^^ 

As for what thou sayest of a youth^s first hair on cheek and lips 
and how they add to his beauty and loveline;^^ by Allah, thou 
strayest from the straight path of sooth and sayest that w^ch is 
other than the truths for whiskers change the charms of the comdy 
into ugliness (quoting these couplets), 

That fipmxitmg h^ir upon hw face took wreak * For Icnfcra" vengeance, all 
did vamly seek 

1 see not on hts face a sign fuli- • genems, except hia curk a« hue of 
reeL 

If So his paper* mostly be begrimed • Where deemest thou the reed 
draw a streak? 

If any raise him oihcr faii^ above* * This only proves the judge of wits 

And when she ended her vene she resumed, ^Laud be to AUah 

Almighty/''--And Shahrsua^d perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


^ Koraii titi. 165 iC Tkc LotlI speaks tT> thjj ^ pcvple -qf 
P»)'ric rervden “ Min ‘Tfiatti tht fair rnmers of the 

* Mesnirtg ind bdliitd^ a M«JemHh Ber BiLltnanric/* 

^ Arab. (pluT. LftvittJi mudi uied In Fcnitn it t buAbon, m dcbiuthccp a rwesJ:. 

Thi ofig. nff. h ^'Onr of (the pecipEe of) Lot+‘* The dd EnglEsli «s Ingle or Vn^Jc (h 
boMichio^ a caumitE, ■ bnjr kept tW tMom/), which Mimheu mvi b, V« hupsdet et 
ngnificAt LadfliA inguen (Ucc grDin}^ tynr vpE^ar modem wg;Fd take the ItAliin bugtanfa 
ta pop. derived fram Fn Buugrv, tliai i Bujffaiiajii 1 hemic: hence &m^rin 

(Ribeiua h chtpt. iL) it populxcri^ apphed, to the Albi^cciii (AELigciwt, whoiK penccuden 
bc^n shonlj' after A.D. l^OOj mud the Lmherin*. I cxniw bui chink diac "bongre" 
took its opceiAl mcdioti i^iA^tion Hter the French becsaite acquainted with the Eraiil, 
where the HugueiiDti (in A.D. ISSSJ were fnncK^ng 4 Nouvelk Frwic^ ilios Equmpcrial^ 
aUta Antarerique, anil whence the tivAgm were esmed u curiosities to PaiiL Thdr 
g^enertc name WAS i^iToperlf a trtbe in ScHatheen BndX, but applied m aU the 

mlikiiii^ aiLd rhtf were all bom Sodomites, hlorc of chii m the termlnil £naf. 

* K» papet i* the whitenne of hit skin. I have qnated the Penaan u^iog of a fouag 
bwil« ^ hit chockt don mDuruiag Ibr hit beauc^f^t death/' 
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IB^tn It Qir ^cur ^untrreb anlr Ctoenlp-ttiirti 

She iaid, It Hath reached me* O auspicious King, thw when the 
preacher''woman ended her %'erse she resumed, addressing the man, 
““ ‘Laud to Allah Almighty! how can it be hid from thee that the 
perfect pleasure is in women and rhat: abiding blessings are not to 
be found but with them, seeing that Allah (estoUecl and exalted 
be He!) hath promised His prophets and saints black'qi'ed 
damsels tn Pai^di^ and hath appointed th^ for a recompense of 
their godly works. And had the Almighty known that the joy 
supreme was in the possession of other than women. He had 
rewarded them therewith and promised it to them. And quoth 
he (whom Allah bless and preserve!), "The things I hold dearest 
of dae things of your world are thnk: women and perfume and 
the solace of my eyes in prayer.’ Verily Allah hath appointed 
boys to serve his prophets and saints m Paradise, because Para* 
dtse is the abode of joy and delight, which could not be complete 
without the service of youths; but, as to the use of them for aught 
but service, it is Hell's putridity' and corruptron and turpitude. 
How well saith the poet, 

‘Men's tuiTiIng unto bums of boys is bumptious^ • Wbeso bvc noble w«nen 
djow thdr own noblesse. 

How manj^ ^xxlly wights hiive slept the nigbr, enjoying * Buttocks of boys, 
and wuke at main in fouli^ moss; 

Their gumente itained by safflower, which is yellow merde; • T heir stame 
pmclaiming, showing colour of distress. 

Who can deny the charge, when so bewrayed aie they * That e'en by day¬ 
light shows the dung upon their dies?? 

What contruE wi* the man, who slept, a gladfiome night • By Hnun^maid 
for glance a mere enchoriteresa, 

He rises oS her borrowing wholesome bonny scent; * That ills die house 
with whiffs of perfumed goodlincss. 

No boy deserved ptice by side of her to hold; * Cause even aloes-wood 
with what fills pool of cess!'* 


Then said she, ‘O folk ye have made me to break: the bounds of 


' Arab, “ Eiiabil," IjL the put which Hew* rrem the botfie* ef the dsnineii, 

' Molt chsritcleriirie of fisTFT U sit thi* t«ne. Her rerennee, it is tree, ^tx hchiod • 
Curtain; but hep sirtiw use* lanpiags vKldi wgd4 e tm c o e tlw tiwof Eucopein pfCndctm; 
inJ which ti Hiihy alcnoat u Dean Swift's. 




Abu Suwavd akd the Pretty Oid Wouak. iSj 

tnodcscy and tbe circle of frcc'bom women aod indulge in idle 
raltc of chambering and wantonness, which beseemeth not people 
of learning. But the breasts of free-boms arc the sepulchres of 
secrets, and such conversations are in confidence. Moreover, 
actions are according to intentions,’ and I crave p^don of Allah 
for myself and you and all Moslems, seeing that He is the Pardoner 
and die Compassionate.’ Then she held her peace and thereafter 
would answer us of naught; so we went our way, rejoicing in that 
we had profited by her contention and yet sorrowing to fxirt from 
her.” And among the tales they tell is one of 


ABU SUWAYD AND THE PRETTY OLD WOMAN. 

Quoth Abu Suwayd, “I and a company of my friends, entered 
a garden one day to buy somewhat of fmit; and v^e saw in a 
comer an old woman, who was bright of face, but her hcad-hair 
was white, and she was combing it with an ivory comb. We 
stopped before ber, yet she paid no heed to us neither veiled her 
face: so I said, to her, ‘O old woman,® wert thou to dye thy 
hair black, thou wouldst be handsomer than a girl: what 

hindereth thec from this?’ She raised her bead tow'ards me"- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 
her permitted say. 


Slbcn ft t^e .^our l^unhrrh anh tDnetitrfoffmttf) .^ig^t. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abu 
Suwayd continued: ’"When I spake th^ words to the ancient 


* Aiitb. zht Mcb of lutixitiodu quite mat with die Chri^lisnV 

Thicfe mtiat be a m of pmtyef or ihc devodon u Line tcUi ■ 

frtic h thief In the My\ng " J |wpo» {bc(m pr^ya) to wry off ikh 

hieir pair of nc.ir ihoci T* * 

* Arab. ''Ta fin CjiIm “Agiwx^^ pwnance the iddrw il mw 

InwlCing and wiwbl ctkLi ^'TKe o!d v^man Iti tbrne (wish estcrwkd). In 

the pcistc :LddiT» i^**0 Indy Q pllgnmeu^O bride^ aj^rl 0 dauber"' (bJ- 

drauflh fhc he sbe wroTif Hlle^^f fifty), in Ataliia fou may Hy *^0 wmuum {Irtafaah)'* but 
Id Eg^qnt tke reply should Fw *^Tlie wtinun i!liiJ!I see .Allah cut out tKy henrii'* So ia 
Souihtfn Italy you adjiiwbdta ft*' ^fl«^ one) and uuse a quBmE by **™dujtreiii*** 
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raised her head cowards me and, openmg wide her eyesi 
recited these cwo couplets, 

'1 dyed what yeus have dyed, h«l this tny s t ainin g • Lasts not, while that 
of days is aye mnaining; , # * * 

Days when bedad in gear of youth 1 fared, • RaJied foie and aft hy 
ii»n with joy unfeigiiu^.' 

I cried, ‘By Allah , favoured art thou for an old woman! How 
sincere art then in thine after-pine for forbidden pleasuJ^ and 
how false is thy pretence of repentance from frowardness! And 
another tale is that of 


THE EMIR ALI BIN TAHIR AND THE GIRL MUUNIS. 


Okcs on a time was displayed for sale to Ali bin Mohammed 
bin Abdallah bin Talur^ a slave-girl called Mnunis who was 
superior to her fellows in beauty and breeding, and to boot an 
accomplished poetess; and he asked her of her n^c. Replied 
she, “ Allah advance the Emir, my name is Mtiunis.’'* Now Im 
knew this before; so he beswed his head awhile, then raising his 
eyes to her. recited this verse, 

“What aycat of one by a sickngii caught * For the love of thy love dll he 
waxed distraugiit?'^ 

Answered she, “ Allah exalt the Emir!" and redted this verse 
in reply, 

“If we saw a Igvcf who pains as he cnight, • Wf love wt would grant him ah 
favoun he soui^t' 

She pleased him; SO be bought her for seventy thousand dirh^ 
and begat on her Obayd' Allah bin Mohammed, afterwards minis' 
ter of Rjlice • And we are told by Abu al-Ayna* a tale of 


K of m. under AUMwnuiL 

* ij-. 1 DompanjEHiy ■ it tj» t ntn't nKme (a'^. L 

■ At Bafhiijdl; rddtfntljr vriiteti hr • Bh^djui « Mo»ul mmn. 
^ A tijjsd Dradltionltl of Bsuwali (rmrih c^turr). 






Tm£ Woman who iiad a Boy Lover. 




THE WOMAN WHO HAD A BOY AND THE OTHER 
WHO HAD A MAN TO LOVER. 


C^OTH Abu al-Ayna, "There were in our street two women, one 
^ whom had for lover a man and the other a beardless youth, and 
they foregathered one night on the tetrace'roof of a house adjoin' 
ing mine, knowing not tl^t 1 was near. Quoth, the boy's lover to 
the other, *0 my sister, how canst thou bear with patience the 
harshness of thy lover’s beard as it falleth on thy breast, when 
he busseth thee and his mustachios rub thy cheek and lips?' 
Replied the other, ‘Silly that thou art, what decketh the tree 
save its leaves and the cucumber but its warts?' Didst ever 
see in the world aught uglier than a scald'head bald of his beard? 
Knowest thou not that the beard is to men as the siddocks to 
women; and what is the difference between chin and cheek?’ 
Knowest thou not that Allah (extolled and exalted be He!) 
hath created an angel in Heaven, who salth: ‘Glory be to Him 
who omamenteth men with beards and w^otnen with tong hair?’ 
So, were not the beard even as the tresses in comeliness, it had 
not been coupled with them, O silly! How shall I spread-eagle 
mysdf under a boy, who will emit long before I can go off and 
forestall me tn limpness of penis and ditoris; and leave a man 
who, when he taketh breath dippeth close and when he entereth 
goeth leisurely, and when he hadi done, repeateth, and when he 
pusheth poketh hard, and as often as he withdraweth, rctumeth?' 
The boy’s leman was edified by her speech and said, ‘S forswear 
my lover by the lord of the Ka'ab^l* ’’ And amongst tales 
is one of 


^Arah, chick'f downi the watts <Ma iht aictimher whjch KKemima: 

derebp jrvto prajeerioiB, 

■ Thf PcTAin HTisg A Lltt vkhout U brcid mtbiKiE ssh. 
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AU THE CAIRENE AND THE HAUNTED HOUSE 

IN B/\GHDAD. 

There lived once, in the city of Cairo, a merchant who had 
great store of monies and bullion, gems and jewels, and lands 
and houses beyond count, and his name was Hasan the Jeweller, 
the Baghdad man. Furthermore Allah had blessed him with 
a son of perfect beauty and brilliancy; rosy-cheeked, fair of face 
and weil'ligured, whom he named Ali of Cairo and had taught 
the Koran and sdeticc and dcKution and the other branches of 
polite education, tilt he became profidcnt in all manner of know¬ 
ledge. He was under bis father’s hand in trade but, after a while, 
Hasan fell sick and his sickness grew upon him, till he made sure 

of death; so he called his son to him,-And Shahrasad pet' 

ccived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


CElbcn it tfjit ifaut iDunbrtb anb lEhitntp-ftfiti 

She said, it hath reached ms^ O auspicious King, that when the 
Jeweller, the Baghdadi, fell sick and made sure of death, he failed 
to him his son, named Ali of Cairo, and said, “O my son, verdy 
this world passeth away; hut the next world enduneth for aye. 
Every soul shall taste of death;and now, O my son, my decease 
is at hand and I desire to charge thee with a charge, which if 
thou observe, thou shalt abide in safety and prosperity, rill thou 
meet Almighty Allah; but if thou foUow it not, there shall befal 
thee much weariness and thou wilt repent of having transgrised 
mine injunctions." Replied Ali, "O my father, how shall 1 do 
other than hearken to thy words and act according to thy charge, 
seeing that I am bounden by the kw of the Faith to obey th'ee 
and give ear to thy command?" Rejoined his father, “O my son, 
1 leave thee lands and houses and goods and wealth past count; 
so that wert thou each day to spend thereof five hundred dinars, 
thou wouldst miss naught of it. But, O my son, look that thou 


* And Wcwin prov« I'ou tdrh ^nd itnth gfwd^for a ttiol^f you [ nnd U4»o Usihdl 

ye return." i Kurut xn. 36^1 u alwiLyp in tht M&dciu'i muqE^ 
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live in the fear of Allah and follow His Chosen One, Mustafa, 
(whom may He bless anti preserve!) in whatso he is reported to 
have bidden and forbidden in his traditional law.* * Be thou con' 
stant in alms-deeds and the practice of beneficence and in con¬ 
sorting with men of worth and piety and learning; and look thai 
thou have a care for the poor and needy and shun avarice and 
meanness and the conversation of tbe w'icked or those of sus* 
pidous character. Look thou kindly upon thy sen'ants and 
family, and also upon tiiy wife, for she is of the daughters of 
the great and is big with child by thee; haply Allah will 
vouchsafe thee virtuous issue by her." And he ceased not to 
exhort him dtus, weeping and saying, "O my son, I beseech 
Allah the Bountiful, the Lord of the glorious Empyrean* to 
deliver thee from all straits that nay encompass thee and grant 
thee His ready relief!” Thereupon his son wept with sore 
weeping .ind said, ”0 my father, 1 am melted by thy words, 
for these are as the words of one that saith farewell,” Replied 
the merchant, “Ves, O ray son, I am aware of my condition: 
forget thou not my charge.” Then he fcE to repeating the two 
profesions of the Faith and to reccing verses of the Koran, 
until the appointed hour arrived, when he said, "Oraw near unto 
me, O my son.” So Ali drew near and he kissed him; then he 
sighed and his soul departed his body and he went to the mercy 
of Almighty Allah.* Therewith great grief fell upon Ah; the 
clamour of keening arose in his house and his father’s fncnds 
flocked to hira. Then he betook himself to preparing the body 
for burial and made htm a splendid funeral. They bore hi s 
bier to the place of prayer and prayed over him, then to t he 


* Afsk "Sunii3it+" lit. =** applied to the ami pncttcc of the .apostle 

in hcli^dui Knd matttft* compKerin* the m hi* fipokep we^*, 

Aufthing luiknCFtrn it cnridcd Bid.a'^ah *'*= I knee the «ttct »* * 

fOroclel CQnMnffl.fiiTe wHobc eKctnpkit of life ilaccs from rilc severiiih. ccEitviiy* Tlik fiict 
jnav be CA&uuricalty | bur iv not l«i in obaiAclt lo ali and U will 

he opc of tht pnnnfral ilartgtn ihreartnlni AHildm. Only fdie to tiy that *n ‘"iowiT*- 

inrrodtf'C^ -by ■■ pcrfeti foUower of the PfrFfihcc st held theiieeridny' Co * 

SuonaE; but vuknrty it w adth "The t*hble will not which it nor cohietL 

* Arab. *'Arth'^^ the ninth Heaven, the Thfoneef the Deity, tbavc ihe ScTcn 

of the plmcti aiiii like Ptinium Mobile which^ in the Ptptemitic tyAcem^ seta thein aH In 
inodon. 

^ ThUdwnpdois Mo»tEHj*s dattb Id at once casoie, fwtfictjc and picturesque. 
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cemetery, where they buried him and recited over him what 
suited of the sublime Koran; after which they retumed to the 
house and condoled with the dead man's son and wended each 
his own way. Moreo\'er, Ali prayed the Friday prayer for bis 
father and had pcriections of the Koran every day for the normal 
forty, during which time he abode in die bouse and went not 
forth, save to the place of prayer; and every Fridhy he visiu^ 
his father's tomb. So he ceased not from his praying and reciting 
for some time, untd h^ fellows of the sons of the merchants came 
in to him one day and saluting him said, “How long rhi< thy 
mourning and neglecting thy business and company of thy 
friends? Verily, this is a fashion which will bring thee weariness, 
and thy body will suffer for it exceedingly,” Ncfw when they 
came m to him, Iblis the Accursed was with them, prompting 
them; and they went on to recommend him to accompany them 
to the ba^ar, whilst Iblis tempted him to consent to them, till 

he yielded,-And ShahraraJ peredveJ the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say , 


When it Maas tJjf :ff<rur ^unhreb anb tErtoentp-^ixth .^ig^t. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
sons of the merchants went in to Ali the Cairene, son of Hasan 
the Jeweller, they recommended him to accompany them to the 
haaar, till he yielded, that the will of Allah (extoU^ and exalted 
he He!) might be fulfilled; and he left the house of mourning with 
them. Presently they ^d, “Mount thy she'mule and ride with 
us to such a garden, that we may solace us there and that thy 
gnef and despondency may depart from thee,” So he mounted 
and taking his slave, went with them to the garden in question; 
and when they entered one of them went and making ready the 
moming'meal, brought it to them there. So they ate and were 
merry and sat in talk, till the end of the day, when they mounted 
and retumed each to his own lodging, where they passed the 
^ght. ^ A^ Soon as the morrow dawned, they again visited Ali 
and said. Come with us. Asked he, “^Vhttber?”; and they 
answered, “To such a garden; for it is finer than the first and 
more pleasurable.^ So he went with them to the garden, and 
one of them, going away, made ready the iiiorning<meal and 
brought it to them, together with stroc^ heady wine; and after 
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eating they brought out the winCi when Aiit '^What is 

this?” and quoth they. ‘This is what cUspelletb sadne^ and 
bnghtencth gladness." And they ceased not to cominend it to 
him. till they pnes'ailfid upon hiin and he dranic with them. 
Then they sat, drinking and talking, till the end of the day. 
when each returned home. But as for Ali, the Caii^c, he ww 
giddy with wine and in this plight went ih to his wife, who smd 
to him. "What aileth thee that thou art bo changed?" He ^d, 
‘*\Ve were unakin g merry tO'^y, when one of my companions 
brought us liquor; so my friends drank and I with them, and 
this giddiness came upon me." And she i^lied, O my lord, 
say me, hast thou forgorten thy father’s injunction and done 
rhaf- from whidi he forbade thee, in consorting with dotjbtfuJ 
folk?" Answered he. "These be of the sons of the merchants; 
they are no suspicious folk, only lovers of mirth and good 
cheer," And he continued to lead this life with his friends, day 
after day. going from place to place and feasting with them 
and drinking, till they said to him, “Our turns are ended, and 
now it is thy turn." "Wdl come, and welcome and fair cheerl" 
cried he; so on the morrow, he made ready all that the case 
c^ed for of meat and drink, cwo-foU what they had provided, 
and taking cooks and tcnt'pitchers and cofi'cc'inakers,' repaired 
with the others to AI'Rau^’ and the bJibmeter, where thsy 
abode a whole month, eating and drinking and hearing music 
and making merry. At the end of the month. Ah found that 
he had spent a great sum of money; but Iblis the Accursed 
deluded him and said to him, "Though thou shouldst ^id 
every day a like sum yet wouldst thou not miss aught of it. So 
he took no account of money expenses and continued this way of 
life for three years, whilst his wife remonstrated with him and 
reminded him of his father's charge; but he hearkened not to her 
wof^ till he bad spent all the ready monies he had, when he 
fell to selling his jewels and spending their price, until they also 
were all gone. Then he sold bis houses, fields, farms and (pr* 
df ns , one after other, till they likewise w^cre aJl gone and he had 


I Thk 'ii jhe firs! fncntlun of ColFcr, appircnlly intfoiluccil hv the tmbcs the 
RfuleK^I Ifl an Aiab, ptuT it" i Tufkiih cmnlfiiricin 

til) to BA Arab, mmj "KAhw-iK"' {before noti^lk 
» Ficnici m to Rauudi (Rndnh) bJand: 1 have onioyeil mttky i one, Ihic ihe 

U <U1 privsts pyei^cfij. 
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GOthing left but the Eenement whereiii he lived. So he core 
out the marble and wood^work and sold it and spent of its 
price^ till he had made an end of all thus also, when he took 
thought with himself and, finding that he liad nothing left to 
expend, sold the house itself and spent the purchase'money. After 
that, the man who had bought the c^mi* to him and said 

“Seek out for thyself a lodging, as I have need of my house." 
So he bethought himself and, finding chat he had no want of a 
house, except for his wife, who had borne him a son and daughter 
(he had not a servant left), he hired a large room in one of the 
mean courts* and them took up his abode, after having lived in 
honour and luxury, with many eunuchs and much wealth', and he 
soon came to want one day's bread. Quoth his wife, “Of this 1 
warned thee and exhorted thee to obey thy father’s charge, and 
thou wouldst not hearken to me; but them is no Majesty and 
there is no Might, save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great F Whence 
shall the little ones eat? Arise then, go round to thy friends, the 
sons of the merchants: belike they will give thee somewhat on 
which we may live this day." So he arose and went to his friends 
one by one; but they all hid their faces from him and gave him 
injurious words revolting to hear, hut naught else; and he rc- 
turned to his wife and said to her, “They have given me nothing," 
Thereupon she went forth to of her neighbours the where- 

withal to keep themselves alive,-And Shahraxad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

raijrn ft tfje jTpuc ©mihreh anb Ctocnlp-sthentf) 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the wife 
of Ali the Cairene, seeing her husband return empty-handed, went 
forth to beg of her neighhours the wherewithal to keep Uiemselves 
alive and repaired to a woman, whom she liad known in former 
days. When she came in to her and she saw her case, rose 
and Reiving her kindly, wept and said. “What hath befallen 
you?” So she told her all that her husband had done, and the 
other replied, "Wdi come and welcome and fair cheer!; wliatever 
thou needest, seek it of me, without price." Quoth she, “Allah 
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requite thee abundantlyThen her friend ^ve her a£ mudi 
provision as would suffice herself and her family a whole month, 
and she took it and returned to her lodging. When her husband 
saw her, he wept and asked, “Whence hadst thou that?"; and 
she answered, ‘T got it of such a woman; for, when I told her 
what had befallen us, she failed me not in aught, but said, Seek 
of me all thou needest" W'TiEreupon her husband rejoined, “Since 
thou hast this much I will betake myself to a place I have in my 
mind; peradventurc Allah-Almighty will bnng us relief"* * With 
these words he took leave of her and kissed his diildren and went 
out, not knowing whither he should go, and he continued walking 
on tin he came to Bulak, where he saw a ship about to sail for 
Damictta.* Here he met a roan, between whom and his father 
there haH been friendship, and he saluted him and said to him, 
“Whither now?'* Replied Ali, “To Damietta; I have frienth 
there, whom 1 would enquire after and visit them and then return," 
The man took him home and treated him honourably; then, 
furnishing him with vivers for the voyage and gh'ing him some 
gold pieces, embarked him on board the vessel bound for 
Damietta. When they reached it, Ali landed, not knowing 
w’hither to go; but as he was walking along, a merchant saw him 
and had pity on him, and carried him to his house. Here he 
abode awhile, after which he said in himself, “How long this 
sojourning in other folk’s homes?" Then he left the merdbant s 
place and walked to the wharf where, after enquiry, be found a 
ship ready to iq«il for Syria. His hospitable host provided him 
with provision and embarked bim in the ship; and it set sail and 
Ali reached in due season the Syrian shores where be disembarked 
and journeyed till he entered Damascus. .As he walked about the 
great thorough/ane behold, a kindly man saw him and took him to 
his house, where he tarried for a time till, one day, going abroad, 
he saw a caravan about to start for Baghdad and bethought himself 
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en iourncv thither With it. Thereupon he retumccl to his host and 
him. sn out with the Ckfihh. Now All«h (cttolled 
be Hel) inclined to biro the heart of one of the 
merchants, so chat be toot liim with him, and Ali ate and drank 
with him, till they came within one day s Journey of Baghdad. 
Here, however, a company of highwaymen fell upon the caravan 
and took all they had and but few of the merchants escaped. 
These made each for a separate plaoe of refuge; but as for Ali the 
Cairene he fared for Baghdad, where hearrived at sundown, as the 
gatiecpera were about to abut the gates, and said to them, "Let 
^ in with you.” They admitted hhn and asked him, "Whenoe 
come, and whither wendingr* and he answcre<L “I am a man 
from Cairo'dty and have with me mules bden with merchandise 
and slaves and servants. I forewent them, to look me out a place 
wherein to deposit my goods: but, as 1 rode along on my she- 
mtde, t^e f^ ^ company of banditti, who took my 

mule and gear; nor did 1 escape from them but at my la^ gasp.” 
The gateguard entreated him honourably and bade him be of 
good cheer, saying, “Abide with us this night, and in the morning 
we will look thee out a place befitting thee.’'' Then he sought in his 
breast-pocket and, finding a dinar of those given to him by the mer- 
chant atBulak. handed it to one of the gatekeepere, saying, ‘Take 
this and change it and bring us something to eat.” The man took 
it and went to the market, where he changed it, and brought Ali 
bread and cooked meat: so he ate, he and the gate-guards, and he 
lay the night with them. Now on the morrow, one of the warders 
carded him to a certain of the mefchante of Baghdad, to whom he 
cold the same story, and ^ believed him, deen^g chat he was a 
merchant and had with him loads of merchandise. Then he took 
him up into his shop and entreated him with honour; moreover, 
he sent to his house for a splendid suit of his own apparel for him 
and carried him to the Hammam- So, quoth Ali of Cairo: “f 
went with him to the bath, and when we came out, he took me 
and brought me to his house, where he set the morning-meal 
before us, and we ate and made merry. Then said he to one of 
his black ^ves, ‘Ho Mas'ud, take this thy lord: show him the 
two houses standing in such a place, and whichever pleaseth him, 
gh'e him the key of it and come back.’ So I went w-ith the shve, 
till we came to a street-road where stood three houses side hv aide, 
newly built and yet shut up. He opened the first and I looked at 
it; and we did the same to the second; after which he said to me 
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‘Of which shall I give thee the keyr To whom doth the big 
house belong?* To usl’ 'Open it, that I may view it.' 
Thou hast no business there.’ ‘Wherefore?' 'Because it U 
haunted, and none nighteth there but in the morning he is a dead 
man; nor do we use to open the door, when removing the corpse, 
but mount the tcrracc'roof of one of the other two houses and 
ralff it op thence. For this reason my master hath abandon^ the 
house and saith: *I will never again give it to any one.’ 'Open 
it,’ 1 cried, 'that I may view it;’ and I said in my mind. This 
is what I seek; 1 uvill pass the night there and in the mommg be 
a dead man and be at peace from this my case.' So he ope^ 
it and I entered and found it a splendid house, without its like; 
and I said to the slave, ‘I will have none ether than this house; 
give me its key.' But he rejoined, ‘I will not give thee this key 

till I consult my master/"-And Shahnmd perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say, 

ttJjen it tuas IJt ^'cur Jjunhreh anh lEtoentp-tiuhtf) iligtll. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the negro 
(continued Ali of Cairo) "reloined, ‘1 will not give thee its key 
til] I consult my master,' and going to him, reported, ‘The 
Egyptian trader saith, 1 will lodge in none but the big house.' 
Now when the merchant heard this. Ire rose and coming to Ali, 
spake thus to him, ‘O my lord, thou hast no need of this house.' 
But he answered, *I will lodge in none other than this; for I care 
naught for this silly saying." Ouoth the other, ‘Write me an 
acknowledgment if aught nappen to thee, I am not re^ 
sponsible/ " Quoth Ali, "So be it; whereupon the merchant 
fetched an assessor from the KatTs court and, taking the pre" 
scribed acknowledgment, delivered to him the key wherewith he 
entered the house. The merchant sent him bedding by a blacka' 
moor who spread it for him on the built bench behind the door^ 
and walked away. Presently Ali went about and, seeing in the 
inner court a well with a bucket, let this down and drew water, 
wherewith he made the lesser ablution and prayed the obligatory 
prayers. Then he sat awhile, till the slave brought him the even- 
ing meal from his master's house, together with a lamp, a candle 
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and candlestick, a basin and ewer and a gugglet’; after which be 
left hiro ami returned home. Ali lighted the candle, supped at 
his case and prayed the night'prayer; and presently he said to 
himsclft “Come, take the bedding and go upstairs and sleep there; 
'twill be better than here." So he took the bed and carried it 
upstairs, where he found a splendid saloon, with gilded cdling and 
floor and walls cased w'ith coloured marbles, ble spread Im bed 
there and sitting down, began to recite somewhat of the Sublime 
Koran, when (ere he was \vare) he heard one calling to him and 
asking, “O Ali, O son of Hasan, say me, shall I send thee down 
the g^d?" And he answered, “Wliero be the gold thou hast to 
send?" But hardly had he spoken, W'hen gold pieces began to 
rain down on him, like stones from a catapult, nor ceased till the 
saloon was full. Then, after the golden ^ower, said the Vokc, 
“Set me free, that I may go my way; for I have made an end 
of my service and have delivered unto thee tha t which was 
entrusted to me for thee." Quoth Aii, “1 adjure thee, by Allah 
the Almighty, to tell me the cause of this gold-rain." Replied the 
Voice, “This is a treasure tliac was talisman'd to thee of old time, 
and to every one who entered the house, wc used to come and 
say: ‘O Ali, O son of Hasan, ^taH we send thee down the gold?* 
Whereat he would be affrighted and cry out, and we would come 
down to him and break his neck and go away. But, when thou 
earnest and we accosted thee by thy name and that of thy father, 
saying, ‘Shall we send thee down the gold?’ and thou madest answer 
to us, 'And where be the gold?' wc knew thee for the owner of 
it and sent it dowm. Moreover, there is yet another hoard for 
thee in the land of Al-Yaman and thou wouldst do well to journey 
thither and fetch it. And now I would fain have thee set me free, 
that 1 may go my way." Said Ali, “By Allah, I will not set thee 
free, till thou bring me hither the treasure from the land of AI- 
Yaman!" Said the Voice, "An I bring it to thee, wilt thou rdease 
me and eke the servant of the other hoard?” “Yes," replied Ali, 
and the Voice cned, Swear to me.” So he swore to him , and he 
was about to go away, when Ali said to him, "1 have one other 
need to ask of thee;” and he, “Wliot is that?" Quoth Ali, 
have a wife and chddren at Cairo in such a place; thou needs 
must fetch them to me, at their case and without their unease.” 
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Quoth he, will bring them to thee in a mule'^litter' and much 
£tate, with a train of eunuchs and servanta, together writh the 
treasure from Al-Yaman, Inshalkht”* * Then he took of him leave 
of absence for three days, when all this should be with him, and 
vanished. As soon as it was morning Ali wiaii; round about the 
saloon.seekingaplace whendnto store the gold, and saw on the edge 
of the dais a marble slab vritb a tuming'pin; so he turned the pin 
and the slab sank and showed a door winch he opened and enter' 
ing, found a great closet, full of bags of coarse stuff carefully sewn. 
So he began taking out the bags and fell to filing them with gold 
and storing them in the closet, till he had tramported thither all 
the hoarded gold, whereupon he shut the door and turning the 
pin, the slab returned to its place. Then he went down and seated 
himself on the bench behind the door; and presently there came 
a knock; so he opened and found the merchant‘s slave who, seeing 

him comfortably sitting, returned in haste to bis master,-And 

Shah ra 7-ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


laijcn it toa« Ifie J&uiihtcb anh tEtnenlp-niiUfi Uighf* 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when the 
housc'owner's black slave returned and knocked at the door. Ah 
the Cairene, son of the merchant Hasan, opened it to him and the 
negro, fieeing htm comfortably sitting, returned in haste to his 
master with the good tidings, saying, '*0 my Lord, the merchant, 
who is lodged in the house inhabited by the Jinn,’ is alive and 
well and sitteth on the bench behind the door,” Then the mer' 
chant rose joyfully and w^ent to the house, taking breakfast with 
him; and, w'hcn he saw Ali, he embraced him and kissed him 
between the eyes, asking, "How hath Allah dealt whth theeT'; 
and Ali answered, “Right well, I slept upstairs in the marble 
saloon.” Quoth the merchant, “Did aught come to thee or didst 
thou see any thing?" and quoth Ali “No, I recited some little of 
the Sublime Koran and slept till morning, when I arose and, after 
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making the minor ablution and prayingj seated myself on the 
bench behind the door/^ ‘‘Praised be Allah for safe^J” ex' 
claimed the merchant, then left him and prcsoitly sent him black 
slaves and white Mamelukes and handmaidens with household 
gear. They swept the hotise from top to bottom and tumished it 
with magnificent furniture; after which three white slaves and 
three blacks and four slave-girls remained rvitb him, to serve him. 
while the rest returned So their master’s house. Now when the 
merchants heard of him, they sent him presents of all manner 
things of price, even to food and drink and clothes, and took him 
with t hetp to the market, asking, "When will thy baggage arrive?'* 
And he answered, "After three days it will surely come." When 
the term had dapsed, the servant of the first hoard, the golden 
rain, came to h irn and said, "Go forth and meet the treasure I 
have brought thee from AbYaman together vdth thy Harim; for 
I bring part of the wealth in the semblance of costly merchandise: 
but the eunuchs and Mamelukes and the mules and horses and 
camels are ail of the Jann " Now the Jinni, when he betook 
himself to Cairo, found All’s wife and children in sore misery, 
naked and hungry; so he carried them out of the city in a travd- 
ling'litter and clad them in sumptuous raiment of the stuffs which 
were in the treasure of Al'Yaman. So when Ali heard this, he 
arose and repairing to the merchants, said to them, "Rise and go 
forth with us from the city, to meet the caravan bringing my 
merchandise, and honour us with the presence of your Hariins, to 
meet my Harim." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they 
and, sending for their Harims. went forth all together and took 
seat in one of the dty'gardens; and as they sat talking, behold, a 
dust'cloud arose out of the heart of the desert, and they flocked 
forth to see what it was. Presently it lifted and discovered mules 
and muleteers, tent-pitchers and linkmen, who came on, &ingmg 
and dancing, till they reached the garden, when the chief of the 
muleteers walked up to Ali and kissing his hand, said to him, "O 
my master, we have loecn bng on the way, for we purposed enter' 
ing yesterday: but we were in fear of the bandits, so abode in our 
station four days, till Almighty Allah rid ua of them," ’There' 
upon the merchants mounted their mules and rode forward with 
the caravan, the Harims waiting behind, till All's wife and 
children mounted with them; and they all entered in splendid 
train. The merchants marvelled at the number of mules bden 
with chests, whilst the women of the merchants wondered at the 
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richn^ of the apparel of his wife and the fine raiment of her 
children; and kept saying each to other, ‘‘Verily, the King of 
Bfi g hdad hath no such gear; no, nor any other of the kings or 
lords or merchants!" & they ceased not to fare forwards in 

high great state, the men with Ali of Cairo and the Harims with 

his Harim, till they came to the mansion,-And Shahratad per" 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to aay her permitted say, 

Cahtn tt Ifrr Jfoat Shtnhrch anh tEi^ffirtielh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that they ceased 
not to fare forwards in high state, the men with Ah’s men and the 
women with fm WTte, till they came to the mansion, where they 
ahghted and brought the mol^ and thdr burdens into the midst 
of the courtyard. Then they unloaded them and warehoused the 
goods whilst the merchants' wives went up with All’s family to 
the saloon, w'hich they found as it were a luxuriant garden, spread 
with magnificent furniture. They sat in mirth and good cheer till 
noon, when they brought them up the midday meal, all manner 
meats and sweetmeats of the very best; and they ate and drank 
costly sherbets and perfumed themselves thereafter w'ith rose- 
water and scented woods. Then they took leave and went home, 
m en and women; and, when the merchants returned to their 
places, they sent presents to the husband according to their 
conditions; and du^ wives likewise sent presents to the wrife, so 
tbat there came to them great store of handmaids and negroes 
and Mamelukes; and all kids of goods, such as grain, sugar and 
so forth, in abundance beyond account. As for the Baghdad 
merchant, the landlord of the house, he abode with Ah and 
quitted him not, but said to him, "Let the black slaves and ser¬ 
vants take the mules and the common cattle into one of my other 
houses, to rest," Quoth Alt “They set out ag;^ to-night for 
such a place." Then he gave them leave to go forth and camp 
outside the city, that they might start on their journey at night- 
come; whereupon, hardly believing that they were dismissed, they 
took leave of him and departing to the outliers of the dty, flew 
off through the air to their several abodes. So Ah' and his house¬ 
owner sat together till a third of the night was past, when their 
colloquy ended and the merchant returned to his own house and 
Ali went up to his wife and children and after saluting them, said, 
TOt. V 
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■'What hath befallen you in my absence all this tune?” So she 
told him wliat they bad suffered of hunger and nakedness and 
travail, and he smd. "Praised be Allah for safety 1 How did ye 
come?” Answered sbct 'O my lord, 1 was asleep with my 
children yesternight, when suddenly and unexpectedly one raised 
us from the ground and flew with les through the firmatnenc with' 
out doing us any hurt, nor did lut leave flying with us, till he set 
us down in a place as it were an Arab camping-ground, vfhere 
we satv bden mules and a travelling litter borne upon two great 
mules, and around it servants, all boys and men. So I asked them, 
'Who are ye and w'hat are these loads and where are we?;’ and 
they answered, 'We are the sert'ants of the merchant Ali of 
Cairo, son of the merchant'lcwelleri who hath stmt us to fetch 
you to hini at Baghdad.' Quoth i. Tell me, is it far or near, hence 
to Baghdad?’ They replied, 'Near: there lieth between us and the 
city but the darkness of the night.' Then they mounted us in the 
litter and, when the morrow dawned, we found crurselvcs with, 
thee, without having suffered any hurt whatever.” Quoth he, 
"Who gave you these dresE^s?;" and quoth she, "The chief of the 
caravan opened one of the boxes on the mules and taking out 
thereof clothes, dad me and thy children each in a suitj 
after which he locked the case and gave me the key, saying. Take 
care of it, dll thou give it to thy husband.’ And here it is safe by 
me.” So saying, she gav'e liim the key, and he said, "Dost thou 
know the ebest?” Said she, “Yes, I know it” So he took her 
down to the magazine and showed her the boxes, when she cried, 
'This is the one whence the dresses were taken*" upon which he 
put the key in the lock and opened the cliest, wherein he found 
much raiment and the keys of all the other cases. So he took 
them and fell to opening them, one after another, and feasting bis 
eyes upon the gems ana precious ores they contained, whose like 
was not found with any of the kings; after which he locked them 
again, took the kej'S, and returned to the saloon, saying to his 
wife, "This is of the bounty of Almighty Allah!” Then bringing 
her to the secret sbb he turned the pin and opened the door of 
the closet, into which he entered 'with her and sho'wed her the 
gold he liad laid up therein. Quoth she, “Whence came all this to 
thee?” "It came to me by the grace of my Lord,” answered he; 

-^And Shahiazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her pettnitted say. 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when. AlTs 
wife had looked upon the gold she said to him, 'Whence c^e^ 
this to thee?” “It came to me by the grace of my Lord, 
answered he: “When I left thee in my trouble. 1 shipped at 
Bolak for Damietta and met a friend there who forwa^.^ me 
to Damascus": in brief he told her all that had befallen him, 
first to last. Said she, “O my lord, all tliis cometh by boon of thy 
fathers blessing and orisons when he prayed for thee, before his 
death, saying, '1 beseech Allah to cast dice into no straits mcc^t 
He grant thee ready rehef!' So praised be A llah Alraigh^ for 
that He hath brought thee ddiverance and hath requited thee 
with more than went from thee! But Allah upon th^ O my 
lord, return not to thy practice of associating with doubrful folkj 
but look thou fear Allah (whose name be exaltedl) toth in pri' 
End in public/^ And as went on to admonisli hiiiii he 
^'1 accept thine admomdon and beg the Almighty to rmove the 
froward from amongst us and stabUsh us in His obedience and 
in the observance of the law and practice of His Prophet, on 
whom be blessings and peace!" After tliat Ali and his wife and 
children were in all solace of life and gladness; and he opened 
him a shop in the merchants' bazar and, stocking it with a some¬ 
what of jewels and bullion, sat therein with his children and 
white servants. Presently he became the most considerable of the 
merchants of Baghdad, and his report reached the King of that 
city^^ wiio sent a. to comniEnd his att^yidEncc^ ^ymg, 

“Answer the summona of the King who requireth 
replied, “T hear and obey ” and straightway prepared h^ present 
and he took four trays of red gold and, filling them with jew^ 
and precious metals, such as no King possessed, went up to the 
palace and presenting himself before the presence, kis^ the 
ground between his hands and wished him endurance of goods 
and glory in the finest language he could command. Said the 
“O merchant, thou cheerest our city with thy presaioc! and All 
rejoined, “O King of the age, thy slave hath brought thee a 
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gift and hopeth for acorptance thereof from thy favour.” Then 
be kid the four trays before the King, who uncovered them and 
seeing that they contained gems, whose fellows he possessed not 
and whose worth equalled treasuries of money, said, “Thy present 
is accepted, O merchant, and Inshallaht we will requite thee with 
its like/’ And Ali kissed his hands and went aw'ay; whereupon 
die King called his grandees and said to them, **How many of 
the Kings have sought my daughter in marriage?" “Many," 
answered they; and he asked, "Hath any of them given me the 
like of this gift?"; whereto they replied, "Not one. for that none 
of them hath its like;” and he said, “1 have consulted Allah 
Almighty by lot as to marrying my daughter to tKijf merchant. 
What say yer’ “Be it as thou reckest,” answered they. Then 
he bade the eunu^ carry the four trays into his serraglio and 
going in to his wife, laid them before hiCT. Sbe uncovered them 
and seeiug therein that whose like she possessed not; no, nor a 
fraction thereof, said to him , “From which of the Kings hadsc 
thou these?; perchance of one of the royalties that thy 
daughter in marriage?” Said he, “Not so, I had them of an 
Egyptian merchant, who is lately come to this our dcy. Now 
when I heard of his coming I sent to command him to us, dunking 
to make his acquaintance, so haply we might find with him Eome' 
what of jewels and buy them of him for our daughter’s trousseau. 
He obeycKl our summons and brought us these four trays;, as a 
present, and I saw him to be a Wdsome youth of dignified 
aspect and mtelligent as elegant, almost such as should be the 
sons of Kin^. Wherefore my heart inebned to Kim ac sight, and 
my heart rejoiced in him and I thought good to marry my daxigh' 
ter to him. So I showed the gift to my grandees, who agreed 
with me that none of the Kings hath the like of these and E told 

them my project. But what sayst thou?"-^And Shahrasad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


aifirn il teatf ffjt Smt l^untsrfb atib 

She continued. It h^th reached me, O auspicious that the 
K^g of Baghdad, after showing presents to his wife and 
highly praising Ah, the raerchant'jeweller^ and informing her of 
the proposed marriaget asked. "But what sayst thou?” She rc^ 
piiedk O King of the age, the ordcrihg this affair is in AHafs 




An THE CaIREKE and THE HaUNTED HoUSE. l8l 

hand, and thine, and whatso AIkh willeib shall come to pass." 
Re}oined the Kjing, "If it be His ’wiU, I twU mairy^ her to none 
other rh ffn this young man " He slept on this resolve and on 
the moiTow, he went out to hLs Divan and sununaned Ah and 
the rest of the merchants of Baghdad, and when all came bade 
them be seated. Then said he, "Bring me the Kaii of the Div^" 
and they brought him; whereupon the King said to him, "O 
Kazi, write the contract of marriage between my daughter and 
the merchant AU the Cairene." But Ah said, "Thy pardon, O 
our lord the Sultan! It behtteth not that a trader such as I, be 
the King's soti'in'Iaw.” Quoth the King, "It is my will to bestow 
this favour upon thee, as well as the Watimte;" and he invested 
him forthwith in the Wazir's office and ministerial robes. Then 
Ali sat down in the ciiair of the Wariiate and said, “O King of 
the age, thou hast bestowed on me this; and indeed I am 
honoured by thy bounties; but hear one word I have to say to 
thee!" He replied, “Say on, and fear not." Quoth Ali, "Since it 
is thine august resolution to marry thy daughter, thou wouldst do 
better to marry her to my sou." Quoth the ^ng, “Hast thou 
t h e n a son?"; and Ali replied, "Yes." "Send for him forthwith," 
said the King. Tliereupon answered Ali, “Heartening and obc' 
diencel", and despatched a servant to fetch his son, who came and 
kissing the ground bef ore the King, stood in an attitude of respect. 
The King looked at him and seeing him to be yet comelier than his 
daughter and goodlier than she in stature and prupoition and 
brightness and perfection, said to him, '* What is tny name, O my 
son?" “My name is Hasan, O our lord the Sultan." replied the 
young man, who was then fourteen years old. Then the Sultan 
said to the Kak, "Write the contract of marriage between my 
daughter Husn al-Wujud and Hasan, son of the merchant All 
the Cairene." So he wrote the marriagC'Contrajct between them, 
and the aff air was ended in the goodliest fashion; after which all in 
the Divan went their ways and the merchants followed the Watir 
Ali, escorting him to his house, where they gave liim joy of his 
advancement and departed. Then he went in to his wife, who 
sedng hjm clad in the Wazir’s habit, eKckimed, “What is this?"; 
when he told her ali that had passed from first to last and she 
joyed therein with mecceding joy. So sped the night and on the 
morrow, he went up to the Divan, where the King received him 
with especial favour and seating him close by his side, said, "O 
Watir, we ptirpose to begin the wedding festivities and bring thy 
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son m to our daughter/’ Replied Ali. '*0 our lord the Sultan, 
whatso thou deemest good is good/’ So the Sultan gave orders to 
celebrate the festivities^ and they decorated the dty and held high 
festival for thirty days, in all joy and gladness; at the end of wliich 
time, Hasan, son of the Wazir Ali, went in to the Princess and 
enjoyed her beauty and loveliness. When the Queen saw her 
^u^ter’s husband, she conceived a warm affection for him, and 
in like manner she rejoiced greatly in his mother. Then the King 
bade build for his son-in-law Hasan Ali-son a palace beside his 
own; 30 they built him with all speed a splendid palace in which 
he took up his abode; and his mother used to tarry with him some 
days and then go down to her own house. After awhile the 
Queen said bo her husband, *’0 King of the age, Hasan’s lady- 
mother cannot take up her abode with her son and leave the 
Waiir; neither can she tarry with the Wamr and leave her son/' 
*Tbau siiyest sooth/’ replied the King, and bade edify a third 
palace beside that of Hasan, which being done in a few days he 
caused remove thither tl>e goods of the Wadr, and the Minister 
and his wife took up thdr abode there. Now the three palace 
eommunicated with one another, so that when the King had a 
mind to speak with the Wasir by night, he would gp to him or 
send to fetch him; and so with Hasan and his father and mother* 
On this wise they dwelt in all solace and in the greatest happiness 

-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 

filheti it tons the JTout JS>uiitoreb anb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the King 
and the Wa^ir and his son ceased not to dwell in all solace and 
in the greatest happiness awhile, till the IGng fell ill and his sick¬ 
ness grew on him. So he stimmoned the lords of his r raim and 
said to them, ‘There is come upon me a sore malady, peradven- 
ture a mortal; and I have therefore summoned you to consult you 
respecting a certain matter, on which I would have you counsel me 
as you deem well." They asked, "What is the matter of which 
^^ou wouldst take counsel with us, O King?"; and he answered, 
"I am old and sickly and I fear for the realm after me from its 
cnemica; so I would have you all agree upon some one, that I 
may proclaim him King in my lifetime and so ye may be at ease." 
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Whereupon quoth they with one voice, ”We all approve of thy 
daughter's husband Hasm* son of the Wazir AU; for we have 
seen his wit and perfect understanding, and he knoweth the place 
of all, great and small." Asked the King, “Are ye indeed agreed 
upon this?" and they answered, "Yes." Rejoined he "Peiadven' 
tore ye all say this to tay face, of respect for me; but behind my 
back ye will say otherwise." Howc\-er, they all repUe^ “By Allah, 
our word is one and the same in public and in private, and we 
accept turn frankly and with Iwartiness of heart and breadth of 
^east." Quoth he. "Since the case is thus, bring the Kaii of the 
Holy Law and aU the Chaiirberliuns and Viceroys and Officers of 
state before me to-morrow, and we will order the affair after the 
goc^est fashion.” "Wc heat and we obey." answered they and 
withdrawing, notified all the Olema,* the doctors of the law and 
the chief personages among the Emirs, So when the morrow 
dawn^, they came up to the Divan and, having craved and oh- 
tamed permission to enter, they saluted the King, saying. "Here 
we all in thy presence." WTiercto Ire made reply, "O Emin of 
Baghdad, whom will ye haw to be King over you after me, chat I 
may inaugurate liim during my lifetime, More tlie presence of 
you all? ^ Quoth they w'ith one voice, “W^e are agreed upon thy 
daughter’s husband Hasan, son of the Warir AH." Quoth he, 
If it be so. go all of you and bring him before me." So they all 
aro» and, repairing to Hasan's palace, said to him. "Rise, come 
WTth us to the King ” "Wherefore?" asked he, and they answered. 
Hor a thing that will benefit both us and thee." So he went 
in wth them to the King and kissed the ground before his 
iather'in law who said to fum, "Be seated, O my son'" He sat 
down and the King continued. "O Hasan, all the Emirs have 
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approved of thee and agreed to make thee King over them after 
me: aud it is my purpose to prockim thee, whibt f yet live, and so 
make an end of the business." But Hasan stood up and, kbsing 
the ground once more before the King, said to him, our lord 
the King, among the Etnirs tliere be many who are older than 1 
and greater of worth; acquit me therefore of this thing." But all 
the Emirs cried out saying, "We consent not but that thou be 
King over us." Then said Hasan, “My father is older than I, and 
1 and he are one thing; and it befits not to advance me over him." 
But Ali said, "I wfll consent to nothing save whatso contenteth 
my biethrcn; and they have all chosen and agreed upon thee; 
wherefore gainsay thou not the King's commanihiimt and that of 
thy brethren." And Hasan hung his head abashed before the King 
and his father. Then said the King to the Emirs, "Do ye all accept 
of him?" “We do," answered they and recited thereupon seven 
Fatihahs.’ So the King ^d, “O Kari, eba^w up a kgal mstrument 
testifying of these Emirs that they are agreed to make King over 
them my daughter’s husband Hasan," The Kari wrote the act and 
made it binding on all men,* after they had sworn in a body the 
oath of fealty to Hasan. Then the King did likew'ise and bade 
him take his seat on the throne of kingship; whereupon they all 
arose and kissed King Hasan's hands and did homage to him, and 
swore lealty to him. And the new King dispensed justice among 
the people that day in fashion right royal, and invested the gntu' 
decs of die realm in splendid robes of honour. When the Divan 
broke up, he went in to and kks^ the hands of his father-in-law 
who spake thus to him, “O my son, look thou rule the lieges in the 

fear of Allah;”-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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IH&cn it teas JTour ^uiiDrcli ^nli ZE&irfft-fourlfi 

She said. It hath reached oie, O auapicious King, that when 
King Hasan was quit of the DKan, he went in to and kissed the 
hands of his wife’s father, who spake thus to Idm, "O my son 
Iwb thou rule the lieg^ in the fear of Allah;” whereto he replied! 

O my father, through thy prayers forme, the grace and guid^ce 
of will come to Then he eote^d hk own aod 
met by his wife and her mother and their attendants, who 
k^sed his hands and gave him of iiis acfvanc&nient, sayings 

Be this day blessed! Next he went in to his father and 
mother, who joyed with exceeding joy fn that which AHah had 
vouchsafed him of his advancement to the kingship, and his 
father charged him to fear Allah and to deal mercifully with his 
subjects. He passed the night in glee and gladness, and on the 
morrow, having prayed the oUigatory prayers ending with the 
us^I short chapters' of the Koran, he went up to die Divan, 
whiter came all his officers and dignitaries. He passed the day 
m dfep^ing justitt among the folk, bidding to graciousness and 
forbidding ungmdousness and appointing to place and displacing, 
till day-end, wlien the Divan broke up, after the goodliest fashion! 

all the troops withdrew and each went his own way. Then 
he arose and repaired to the palace, where he ftiund his father- 
in-law’s sfcfcn^ grown heavy upon him and said to him, “May 
no ill befaJ dieel" At this the old King opened his eyes and 
^d, “O Hasan!" and he replied, “At thy service, O my lord " 
Quoth the old King. "Mine appointed hour ts at hand: be Aon 
aretul of thy wife and her mother, and look thou fear Allah and 
honour thy^ parents; and bide in awe of the majesty of the 
Requiting King and bear in mind that He commandeth justice 
^d good works." And King Hasan replied, “I hear and ohw," 
Now after this the old King lingered three days and then de¬ 
parted into the mercy of Almighty Allah. So they laid him 
out and shrouded and buried him and held over him readings 
and perJcctions of the Koran^ to the end of the cu^toinaiy forty 
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days. And King Hasan, son of tlie Wasir, reigned in his stead, 
and his subjects joyed in him and all his days were giadricss^ 
moreover, his father c^sed not to be his chief Wazir on his right 
hand, and he took to himself another Waair, to be at his left 
hand. His reign was a prosperous and well ordered, and he lived 
a long life as King of Baghdad; and Allah blessed him, by the old 
King's daughter, with three sons wrhn inherited the kingdoic aftCT 
him; and they abode in the solace of life and its pleasure till 
there came to them die Destroyer of delights and the Severer of 
sodeties. And the gbry be to Him who is eternal and in w*hose 
hand are aimuHiog and conhnning. And of the tales they tell 
is one of 


THE PILGRIM MAN AND THE OLD WOMAN, 

A MAt4 of the pilgrims once slept a tong sleep and awaking, found 
no trace of the caravan. So he rose up and walked on, but lost 
his way and presently came to a tent, where he saw an old 
woman standing at the entrance and by her side a dog asleep. 
He went up to the tent and, saluting the old woman* sought of 
her fciod, when she replied, **Gi> to yonder Wady and cat^ ^y 
sufEciency of serpents, that I may broil of them for thee and give 
thee to eat." Rejoined the pilgrim, "1 dare not catch serpents 
nor did I ever eat them," Quoth the old woman, "I will go with 
thee and catch some; fear not.'* So she went widi him, followed 
by the dog, to the valley and, catching a sufficient number of 
serpents, proceeded to broil them. He saw nothing for it (saith 
the story teller) but to eat, m fear of hunger and ediaustion; so 
he ate of the scqwnts.^ Then he was athirst and asked for water 
to drink: and she answered, "Go to the spring and drink." Accord' 
ii^ly, he went to the spring and found the water thereof bitter; 
yet needs must he drink of it despite its bitterness, because of 
the violence of his chiist. Presently he returned to the old woman 
and said to her, “1 marvd, O andent dame, at thy choosing to 
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fiojouTD in thi$ place”-^And Sbahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


CQtitn (f toafi !t)e Jfour |&uiibrra anh iZigitil, 

She said, it ha t h reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
palmer'inan drank the bitter draught for stress of thirst, he 
returned and said ”I marv'el, O ancient dame, at thy choosing 
to fiojoum in this place and thy putting up with such meat and 
drink?” She ask<^ ”And how is it then in thy country?**; 
whereto he answered, ”ln my country are houses wide and 
spacious and fruits ripe and delicious and waters sweet and 
viands savorous and of goodly use and mgar-t fat full of 
juice and flocks innumerous and all things plea^mt and all the 
goods of life, the like whereof are not, save in the Paradise which 
Allah the Omnipotent hath promised to His servants pious,*' 
Replied she, ”AJI this have I heard: but tell me, have ye a 
Sultan who ruleth over you and is tyrannical in his rule 
tinder whose hand you are; one who, if any of you commit an 
offence, taketh his goods and niineth him and who, whenas he 
will, tumeth you out of house and home and uprootetk you, stock 
and branA?” Replied the man, "Indeed that may be,*' and she 
rejoined, ”ff so, by Allah, these your delicious food and life of 
daintyhood and gifts hoTvever good, with tyranny and oppression, 
are hut a searching poison, while our coarse meat which in 
freedom and safety we eat is a healthful medicine. Hast thou 
not heard that the best of boons, after Al^lstam, the true Faith, 
are sanity and security?”* "Now such boons <quoth he who 
telleth the tale) may be by the just rule of the Sultan, Vice- 
regent of Allah on His earth, and the goodness of his polity. 
The Sultan of time past needed but Lttle awfulness, for when 
the lieges saw him, they feared him; but the Sultan of these 
dajre need of the most accomplished polity and the utmost 
majesty, because men are not as men of by'gone dme and rhij; 
our age is one of folk opprobrious, and is greatly caiamiteus, 
noted for folly and hardness of heart and inclined to hate and 
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erunity. If, therefore, tlie Siiltan (;<rb]ch Almighty Allah for' 
fend!) be weak or wanting in polity and majesty, this will be the 
assured cause of his country's ruin. Quoth the proverb, 'An 
hundred years of the Sultan's tyranny, but not one year of the 
people’s tyranny one over other.’ When the lieges oppress one 
anc^er, Allah setteth over them a tyrannical Sultan and a terrible 
King. Thus it is told in history that one day there was sent to 
Al'HaJjaJ bin Yusuf a slip of paper, whereon was written, 'Fear 
Allah and oppress not His servants with all manner of oppres¬ 
sion.’ When he read this, he mounted the pulpit (for he was 
eloquent and ever ready of speech), and said, ‘O folk, Allah 
Almighty hath made me tuler over you, by reason of your 

frowardness;’ ”-And Shahrutad perceivttl the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


iShen tl toaiS tbe jrour ^tnbrrh <inh i^ighh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Hajjaj 
Yusuf-son read the paper he mounted the pulpit and said, 'O 
folk, Allah Almighty hath made me ruler ov'cr you by reason of 
your frowaxdness; and indeed, though I die yet will ye not be 
delivered from oppression, with these your ill deeds; for the 
Almighty hath created like unco me many an one. If it be not 
I, 'twill be one more mischjevous than I and a mightier in 
oppression and a more merolesss m his majesty; even as saith 
poet:*— 

'For nee a d£ed die loud can try 
Sav? 'neith the liand of God oa hi^. 

Nor tyrant hamh work tyianny 
Uncrushed hy tyrant harsh as be." 

T>*ranny is feared: but justice is the best of all things. We beg 
Allah CO better our easel" And among tales is that of 
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ABU AL'HUSN AND HIS SLAVE<;iRL TAWADDUD.» 

Thpae was once in Baghdad a man of consequence and rich in 
monies and immoveables, who was one of the chiefs of the 
merchants; and Allah had largely endowed him with worldly 
goods, but had not vouchsafe him what he bnged for of 
offspring- and there passed over him a long space of time, 
without his being blessed w'ith issue, male or female. His ycara 
waxed great; his bones beirame wasted and bis hack bent; 
weakness and weariness grew upon him, and he feared the loss 
of his wealth md possessions, seeing he had no child whom he 
might make his heir and by whom his name should be remem' 
bered. So he betook himself with supplication to Almighty 
Allah, fasting by day and praying through the night. More- 
oyer, he Trowed many vows to the Living, the Ete^; and 
visited the pious and w-as constant in supplication to the Most 
Highest, till He gave ear to him and accepted his prayer and 
took pity on his straining and compbining; so chat, before many 
days were past, he knew carnally one of his women and she 
conceived by him the same night. In due dme she finished her 
months and, casting her burden, bore a male child as he were 
a slice of the moon; whereupon the merchant ful^Ied his vows 
in his gratitude to Allah, (to whom be honour and glory!) and 
gave alms and dothed the widow and the orphan. On the seventh 
night after the boy’s birth* he named him Abxi ai-Husn,* 
and the wet-nurses suckled him and the dry-nurses dandled 
hm and the servants and the slaves carried him and handled 
him, till he shot up and grew tall and throve greatly and learnt 
the Sublime Koran and the ordinances of Al-Isl^ and the 
canons of the True Faith; and calligniphy and poetry and 
mathematics and ajchery, On this wise he became ^e union- 
fyarl of his age and the goodliest of the folk of his time and 
his day; fair of face and of tongue fluent, carrying himself wi^ 
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a light and graceful gait and glorjdng in lua stature proportionaiK 
and amorous graces which, were to many a bait: and iiis chrets 
were red and flowcr'white was his ftir^ead and his side face 
waxed brown with tender down, even as saith one, describing 
him, 

“Tttt spring of the down on eliechs right clearly shows; • And how when 
die Spring is gene shall last the rose? 

E>ost thou not sec that the growth upon his cheek • Is vtolet'btodBi that 
fnwt its leaves outgrows," 

He abode awhile in case and happiness with his father, who 
rejoiced and delighted in him, tiU he came to man's estate, 
when the merchant one day inade him sit down, before him and 
said, "O my son, the appointed term draweth near; my hour of 
dt^th is at hand and it rctnaineth but to meet Allah (to whom 
belong Majesty and Might?). I leave thee what shall suffice thee, 
even to thy son’s son, of monies and mansions, farms and gardens; 
wherefore, fear thou Almighty Allah, O my son, m dealing with 
that which I bequeath to thee and follow none but those who will 
help thee to the Divine favour." Not long after, he sickened and 
died; so his son ordered his funeral,’ after the goodli^ wise, and 
burying him , returned to his house and sat mourning for him 
many ^ys and nights. But behold, certain of his friends came 
in to him and said to him, "Whoso leaveth a son like thee is not 
dead; indeed, what is past k past and fled and mourning be* 
seemeth none but the young maid and the wife cloistered." And 
they ceased not from him till they wrought on him to enter the 

Hammam and break off his mourning.--And Shahratad per' 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


U biiUf ffir Jfour Ihunbreb anh ICtittp-fftbentti .flight. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when Abu 
at'Husn was visited by his friends and taken to the Hammam 
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and persuaded fia break off his mounung, he presently forg^ot his 
father s charge, and his head was turned by his riches; he thought 
fortune would always wone with him as it was, and that wealth 
would ever wax and ne\ier wane, ho he ate and drank and made 
merry and took his pleasure and gave gifts of gear and coin and 
was profuse with gold and addrest him^f up to eating fowls and 
breaking the seals of wine'Qasks and Ustening to the giggle of the 
daughter of the vine, as she gurgled from the Sagon and enjoying 
the jingle of the singing'girk: nor did he give over this way of 
life, rill his wealth was wasted and the case worsened and all his 
goods went from Irirn and he bit his hands' in bitter penitence. 
For of a truth he had nothing left, after that w'bich he had squant' 
dered, but a concubine, a slave'girl w'hoin his father had be' 
queathed to him with the rest of his estate: and she had no equal 
m beauty and loveliness and brightness and liveliness and symmet' 
ric stature and perfect grace. She was past mistress in every man' 
ner of arts and accomplishments and endowed with many excdlen' 
oes, surpassing all the folk of her age and time. She was grown 
more notorious idian a way^mark,” for her seductive genius, and 
outdid the fair both in theory and practice, and she was noted for 
her swimmirtg gait, dexile and delicate, albeit she was full five feet 
in height and by all the boons of fortune deckt and dight, with 
strait arched brows twain, as they were the crescent moon of 
Sha'aban," and eyes like gaselJcs* * eyne; and nose like the edge 
of scymitar £ne and chet^ like anemnne ^ of blood'ted shine; 
and mouth like Solomon's seal and sign and teeth like necklaces 
of pearls m line; and navel holding an ounce of oil of benzoin 
and waist more slender than his body whom love bath wasted 
and whom concealment hath made sick W'iih pme and hind parts 
heavier than two lulls of sand; briefly she w'as a volume of charms 
after his saying who saith. 
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dcd-an H intdncdvc^ n lurviviJ of ih« dmyf when mnn Wiii i rnariing nnil snaptnng animil 
(l^T^icully]! tfrnflJ onl^ w-ith cr^ws utd ce^th. 

* Arflb. jtppiicd to many an ’'old man^*' of ffcnei (K£k^)^ t dgn jMt 

with a on iht are. 

*TKc moon of Rainuan wm no««d In NiifJit ii. Thw of Sht'ibAJi (ei^hrli moffth) 
bcs;ini ihe month alter the cnnduaon of the Ticub® sn Rfiiili. Sec Ni^ht 

<cdx3Enll. 
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"Htt fair shape lavisheth, if face to face she dif] appear, * * And if she him, 
for severance frmn her she sUyeth sheer, 

Svui'Jike, fuU'incnii’li^e, sapUng'lUce, luuo her character * Estiangcment no 
wise appemins nor cmtlcj’ austere. 

Under the Dosom of her diift lIie g^hs of ^cn are * And the full'inooa 
TCvdvctii soli upon her neck-iings* sphere.*'^ 


She seemed a full moon rising and a gazelle browsing, a girl of 
nine plus five^ shaming the moon and sun, even as sa i t h of her 
die sayer eloquent and ingenious, 

^‘Scmblapc^ of fiJl-taDon Heaven borci * Wlicn fivit and five ane eonjoimsd 
by four; 

TiA not my ain if ahe made of me • Its like wbeii k xmxh homon o*er/'* 


Clean of ckin^ odoriferous of breath, it seeiued as if she were of 
fire fashioned and of crystal moulded; rose-red was the cheek of 
her and perfect the shape and form of her; even as oae saith of 
her^ describing heTi 

"Scented with vandal* and musk* right proudly doth ahe go, * With gold and 
Oliver and rose And saffron^^our 

A flower in a gatden she tfi^ a pearl in m emdb of gold * Ot an image m 
chapd^ set for worship of high and low. 

Slcncicr and shapely she ia; vivacity bids her arisen * Bot ihs weight of her 
hips fiays, "Sir, or softly and dowly 

Whenas her favours I seek and mz for tny heart s desire, * 'Be gmdcftis/ her 
beai^ says; hut her ^oqui^try anawets, ‘No/ 

Glory ro Him who made beauty her portion, and that ■ Of her lover to be 
the prate of the cemuxers^ beighor'* 

She captivated all who her, with the excellence of her beauty 


* The« Um hs»e oecurred in Night ewux. 1 give Mr. F^yne't vctma f^l^ vAfiety^ 

*1^. in hef prime, xt faurtcen to fifteen. 

■ f,t pale snd yelkw, 

*Thc word inconi the wood; but it ntlud^ n> a ptepararion mnde by leY^aibkg it on 
X Jtunc called in Ipdia ^Sanvllii^*'^ The grucUlke stuJf u appEled with the right hand to 
the side 0 / the n^k, dfiwieg the open finger^ from behind fnmidr no ai to leave 
IbiJT {Efrriniit atr^dka, then down ra the left iadCt afri so atfm the other parti of the body, 

* Arab. "Hayka]" whirhlndiwied the Porch, rheHoIy and the Holy of Holies™ The wotd 
Im used Kavct^in i indcr ktiec by Joirphua A J. v. v. 3. In Moalcm writingi it ii apphod 
m a ChjfiariArv ChuTxh ^cocrally, on asevunt of iti irnagra- 

* These fins haring occurred before, i here quote Mr« Pxyn& 
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and the sweetness of her smile,’ and shot them down with the 
shafts she launched from her eyes; and withal she was eloquent 
of speech and ciccUently skilled in verse. Now when Abu al' 
Husn had squandered ail his gold, and his jm'plight all could 
behold, and diere remained to Kim naught save this slave^girl, he 
abode three days without tasting meat or taking rest in sleep, and 
the handmaid said bo him, '‘O my lord, carry me to the Com' 

mander of the Faithful, Harun al'Rashid,"-And Shahratad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

IGhtn it the JTonr J^nntirrli anb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth the 
slave'girl to her master, “O my lord, carry me to Harun al-RashiJ, 
fifth of the sons of Abbas, and seek of htm to my price ten 
thousand dinars. If he deem me dear, say to him: ‘O Prince of 
True Believers, my handmaid is worth more i h^ n this: do but 
prove her, and her value will be magnified in thine eyes; for this 
slavc'giri hath not her equal, and she were unfit to any but thou.'" 
And she added, '’'Beware, O my lord, of selling me at less than 
the sum I have named; indeed 'tia but little for the like of me." 
Now her owner knew not her worth nor that she had no equal in 
her day ; but he carried her to the Caliph and set her in the pre' 
sence and repeated what she had bidefen him say. TRe &IipK 
asked her, “What ia thy name?"; to which she answered, “My 
name is Tawaddud.”' He then enquired, “O Tawaddud, in what 
branches of knowledge dost thou excel?"; and she replied, "O 
my lord, I am versed in syntax and poetry and jurisprudence and 
exegesis and philosophy; and 1 am skilled in music and the 
knowledge or the Divine ordinances and in arithmetic and 
geodesy and geometry and the fables of the ancients. I know 
the Sublime Koran by heart and have read it according to the 
seven, the ten and the fourteen modes, I know the number of 


* Arab wfim often tnenrior thv muIc of bpiutir. hat rard.y, after EurorsKan faibion^ 
itiiLch tJiffy lock upoA tu undigtuiied. A Moskin will aay ''Dwt't gufiaw 
(KaHkxhih) m rhir leave gigging and grintilnf^ n> moakrTi and Chnitiimi/' The 
Spaniards] n renuErk that Chiiet neiTr laughed, i would draw tht rcddcr'a 

attenildn to a bI mine that iHb nfieA-heamd laugh haa dse Hund rLa T&veli 

a and c; while r, ami v belong to whit may be roughly clasud aa the rogue orders 
■ ij. gajdng the bine of annthcs^ brev 

VOI_ \\ 
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its chapters and versets tuid sections and words; and its halves and 
fourths and eighths and tenths, the number of prostrations which 
occur in it and the sum total of its Letters; and I know what there 
is in it of abrogating and abrogated’'; also what parts of it were 
revealed at Al'Medimh and what at Meccah and the cause of tl^ 
different revelations. 1 know the Holy Traditions of the Apostle's 
sayings^ historical and legendary, the established and those whose 
ascription is doubtful; and 1 have studied the exact sciences, 
geometry and philosophy and medidne and logic and rhetoric and 
composition; and I have learnt many things by rote and am pas' 
sionately fond of poetry. 1 can play the lute and know its gamut 
and notes and notation and the crescendo and diminuendo. If I 
sing and dance, I seduce, and if I dress and scent myself, 1 slay. 
In fine, I have reached a pitch of perfection such as can be esti' 
mated only by those of them who are firmly rooted in know' 
ledge."* * Now wlieti the Caliph heard these wards spoken by one 
so young, he wondered at her eloquence, and turning to Abu al' 
Husn, said, "1 will summon tliose who shall discuss with her all 
fihe daimeth to know; if she answer correctly, 1 will give thee the 
price thou askest for her and more; and if not, thou art fitter to 
have her than I," “With gladness and goodly gree.O Commander 
of the Faithful," replied Abu ai'Husn. So the Caliph wrote to 
the Viceroy of Basrah, to send him Ibrahim bin Siyyar the 
prosodist, who was the lirst man of his day in argument and elCK 
quence and poetry and logic, and bade him bring with him readers 
of the Koran and learned doctors of the law and physicians and 
astrologers and scfenh'sts and mathcinacicians and philosophers; 
and Ibrahim was more learned than all, in a little while they 
arrived at the palace of the Caliphate, knowing not what was to 
do, and the Caliph sent for them to his sitting-chamber and ordered 
them to be seated. So they sat down and he bade bring the dam¬ 
sel Tawaddud who came and unveiling, showed herself, as she 
were a sparkling star.* The Caliph set her a stool of gold; and she 


* tkr iibTDgi.tid pasaa^ anil ihoK bj which ihfr iir Abrti^iieed. This diYifln 

isccwaiy fcr "“irwpifcd volufTici,** whkh alwjyi jiWund m But the 

of “uppornjrtiwi'" broughc igiiEitt rfie ICohaii ii abecEiti; as if "rc¥ckdon‘^ 
cony poniblv be t^vc ^ipptsniiAfi. 

* Konn lY* 160 , the th^pter ''Wofljcn.'* 

* JJtiE tinvnJed^ bdn^ a and ffirsilfi. free wTjrniJl ihow hef ^ai^c (04 Moflitcint 

hi QUI into tbuK, tlhe act ii mcnibil to tet biiii knmir ihat be it 

totikeJ upon fit a *maU boy or im tmuicb or a Chrlatw—b ^ net a man. 
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saluted,’and speaking with an eloquent tongue, said, “O Com' 
mander of the Faithful, bid the Olema and the doctors of law and 
leaches and astrologers and scientists and mathematidans and dl 
here present contend with me in argument/' So he said to them* 
“I desire of you that ye dispute vi-ith this damsd on the things of 
her faith, and stultify her argument in all she advanceth;" and 
they answered, saying, "We hear and we obey Allah and thee, O 
Commander of the Faithful," Upon this Tawaddud bowed her 
head and said, "Which of you is tlie doctor of the law. the scholar* 
versed in the readings of the Koran and in the Tradidons?" 
Quoth one of them, "1 am the man thou seekest/' Quoth she, 
"Then ask me of what thou tvilt/' Said the doctor. "Hast thou 
read the precious book of AUah and dost thou know its cancelling 
cancelled parts and liast thou meditated its vorsets and 
its letters?" answered she, "Then," said he, "I will 

proceed to question thee of the obligations and the immutable 
ordinances; so tell me of these, O damsel, and who is thy Lord, 
who thy prophet, who thy Guide, what is thy point of fronting in 
prayer, and who be thy brethren? Abo what thy spiritual path 
and what thy highway?" Whereto she replied, "Allah is my 
Lord, and Mohammed (w'hom Allah saveand aasainl) my prophet, 
and the Koran is my guide and the Ka'abah my frondng; and 
the Truc'bebevers arc my brethren. The practice of good is my 
path and the Sunnah my highway," The Caliph again marvelkd 
at her words so eloquently spi^hken by one so young; and the 
doctor pursued, "O damsel, with what do we know Alimghty 
Allah?" Said she, “^'ith the understanding," ^d he, "And 
what is the understanding?" Quoth she, "It is of two kinds. 

natural and acquired."-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


BHbfii ft tD3£( dfowt anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the damsel 
continued, ‘The understanding is of two kinds, natural and 
acquired. The natural is that which Allah (to whom be houour 
and gloryf) created for the right direction of His servimts after 
HJa will; and the acquired is that which men accomplish by dint 
of study and fair knowledge," He rejoined, *Thou hast answered 
well." Q “^^lere b the seat of the understanding?"—"AJJah 
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casteth it in the heart whence its lustrous beams ascend to the 
brain and there become hxed/' Q **Hdw knowest thou the 
Prophet of Allah?" “By the reading of AUih's Holy Book and 
by signs and proofs and portents and mimclesr’ Q “What are 
the obhgationis and the immutable ordinances?’* “The obligations 
are £ve. (i) Testification chat there is no dah' but Allah, no god 
but the God alone and One, which for partner hath none, and 
chat Mohannned is His servant and His apostle, ( 2 ) The 
standing in. prayers.^ ( 3 ) The payment of the poorratc. ( 4 ) 
Fasting Ramaxan. ( 5 ) The Filgriinage to Allah’s Holy House 
for all to whom the journey is possible. The immutable ordi' 
nances are four: to wit, night and day and sun and moon, the 
which build up life and hope; nor any son of Adam wotteth if 
they will be destroyed on the E)ay of Judgment." Q “W^t are 
the obligatory observunces of the Faith?" ’‘They are five, prayer, 
almsgiving, fasting, pilgrimage, fighting for the Faith and absri' 
nence from the forbidden,” Q ‘’WTiy dost thou stand up to 
pray?" “To express the devout intent of the slave acknowledging 
the Deity.*’ Q “What ate the obligatory conditiDns which prc' 
cede standing in prayer?" ‘’Purification, covering the shame, 
avoidance of soiled clothes, standing on a clean place, fronting the 
Ka'ahah, an upright posture, the intent^ and the pronouncing 
’Allaho Akbar* of prohibicion.’'* Q "With what shouldest thou 
go forth from thy house to pray?" “W’lth the intent of worship 
mentally pronounced." Q "With w'hat intent shouldest thou 
enter the mosque?" “With an intent of service" Q “V^Tiy do we 
front the Kiblah®?" “In obedience to three Divine orders and one 


^lUh^Hclr- Hl^ ai mcnt diificuh iwr, eicAning «tn=rigth^ inCjeiTKHit»n, God CNumcn} 
(arridi;) **{1(111*1^^ not), cit rtc, 

■ Ai far Ak 1 know Chnitiini ane tHc -only imniEup|MJi who kneel if thfiir 1 e^ 

were cut off Aod i¥ho ^^join hands" like the cupavc offering ht& wnttm to ht bouEicl fda/r 
minLu). Tbe posture, jiowcyetp h not » Ignoble t hstt of the '^Sijriih Cpn?*- 

tnnm) whkh made ceniin North Aftican tnhes rcjeci Al-tiJatn "Theie men 

ekw thdr hind pauti to 

•i-f. MTing " I imcniJ (ptupoK) to prtijr (for Instance) the cwo-bow prMj& (nikakayn) 
of rhe day-break>^ etc, 

* £0 fslM bcoiisi: Ir ptohibin spenklEig virh fneht^r ril] the prayer \» i=ndecl. 

■ Lit. "any dilng Oppadtr;'' here qiul for ihc iCe'abaJi tovonls which merii turn in 
priyte; ai Gucbtd face the or fre und Idokton their imagea. "Al-Kihlatayn^^ (=■ 
the two KibEiht) encutf Mcccith md Jmeulcm^ wfuch faced by Moc^emi et welt as 
jewa and Oiriadan* till Mohammed cWo^od the dirtfcioitp Fej- ^ cccuioa o£ tiw 
change my t^lfirxmagCi ii. ^30 h 
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Traditional ordinance. Q “What are the beginning, the consc' 
cradon i^J the end ol prayer? Purification beginneth prayer, 
saying the Albho Akbar of prohibition conseciateth, and the 
salutationradethprayer” Q “Whacdescr^-ethhewhoncglecteth 
^yer?” “It is reported, among the authentic Traditions of the 
Prophec, that lie said, ‘Whoso neglecieth prayer wilfully and 

puiposcly no part in Al'IsJaic. "-And SlMhrazad per^ 

ccived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


ra&cn ii bioi (fjc jFour Jbunhrrti anh dforiicth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that after the 
damsel had repeated the words of that Holy Tradition the doctor 
cned, ‘Thou hast replied aright: mw say me, what is prayer?” 
Prayer is communion between the slaver and his lord; and in it 
Bxc ten virtues; (t) it illumineth the heart; (2) it maketh the face 
a^e; (3) it pleaseth the Compassionate One; (4) it angereth 
batan; (y) it conjuieih calamity; (6) it wardeth off the mischief 
of memics; (7) it multiplieth mercy; (S) it fotfendeth ^-engeance 
^d punishinent; (9) it bringeth the slave nigh unto his lord; and 
(10) it restrameth from l^dness and frowardness. Hence it is 
one of the absolute requisites and obligatory ordinances and the 
pillar of the Faith " Q “What is the key of prayer?" “Wusu or 
the less^ ablution/’' Q "What is the key to the lesser ablution?" 

intention and naming the Almighty." Q "What is the key of 
nammg the Almighty?" "Assured faith." Q "What is the key 
of faith? Trust in the l^rd.” Q "What is the key of trust in 
Lord?" "Hope." Q "WTiatis the key of hope?" "Obedience " 
Q "What is the key of obedience?" “The confession of the Unity 
and the acknowledgment of the divimty of Allah." Q “Wliac arc 
the Divine ordinances of Wu?u, the minor ablution?" ‘They are 
according to the canon of the Imam al'Shafi’i Mohammed bin 
I^dris (of whom Allah accept!); (t) intent while washing the face; 
(2) washing the face; (3) wasliing the hands and forearms; (4) 
wiping part of the head; (y) w-ashing the feet and beds; and 


\Sliith Taymmmijrn or undi TliJi \t m vtrj" Ktsunljr pfictjcc m 

• rsflf, <j^ lm\ 1 dJ uiopced Iti before Mohaimuca. Ctdnnum ccHi of huptim witlv 

■wwi octng pdralrnnetTKl cq 4 iJjSng tri¥cl|cT m ihc AMoui iksert. 
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(6) observing due order.* * *• And the btiditional statutes arc ten; 
(i) nomination; (2) and washing the hands before putting them 
into the waterpot; (3) and mouth'rinsing; and snuffing;* 
(5) and wiping the whole head; (6) and wetting the ears within 
and without with fresh water; (7) and separating a thick beard; 
(8) and separating the fingers and toes;’ (9) and washirig the ri^t 
foot before the left and (10) doing each of these thrice and all in 
unbroken order. When the minor ablution is ended, the worship' 
per should say, 1 testify that there is no god but tJic God, the One, 
which for partner hath none, and I testify that Mohammed is His 
servant and His apostle. O my Allah, make me of those who ter 
pent and in purity are permanent! Glory to Thee, O my God, and 
in Thy praise I bear witness, that there is no god save Thou! I 
crave pardon of Thee and 1 repent to Thee! For it is reported, in the 
Holy Traditions, that the Prophet (whom Allah bkss and prC' 
serve!) said of this prayer, ‘SS’hoso endeth every ablution with 
this prayer, the eight gates of Paradise arc open to him; he shall 
enter at which he pleaseth.’ ” Q ‘‘When a man purposeth ahtu' 
non, what berideth him from the angeb and the dwib?" "'Whsm 
a man prepareth for ahtu don, the angeU come and stand on hb 
right and the devils on his left hand.* If he name Almighty Allah at 
the beginning of the ablution, the devils flee f rom liim and the a ngds 
hover over him with a pavUion of light, having four ropes, to each 


’ The Kcranic order for If tnd w obsctirr^ givtng nx m ■ Iwt of 

diiqiutef «id ca^^ticEil quiatiims. tn mni (chfpt- rX fcntt bcUtviii, when 

fw (iTcpfljT: IQ pTJty, wjiph (GhiiaJ) ycui mJ yiour h*ndi laiftj the -flbowf ^ And njb t 
(Mo^hi ymir hand* diieL yt/at feet tinra Ehe auLlei; itid if yc be ctnclenn by haT^ng Lelii 
With fi wailk <Ghiiii3) younKJvtt nil over-"' TJu? pui^caiiDnLa and c«remo3itoui 

ablurioflf of ihe Jcwi ariginand chJi commimd: Retd Ehf did 

wittfly U not the bnth oblfEattny^ St PruI f Heb, xt. 21) wysn to draw nirar 

with R true hcjiri . . . having oiLf hesTU itrrinkkd from an evil conscience End our hodlcfl 
VRihed with dean {urt fttite) Wa Dcr/' But chlq sM ndrt fcHficC- Hence the Hafta-H 
in hoi; climcea whcFc deffllincia ahaulil lank befeire is dltriRgukhed by hia 

dins which if ■ holy or reverend man he mnket still and he tei coan- 

puinn With the !VWhti rjuI cipeclnftjr the Kimiu. The oc^eet of oouitnaindi to wash 
And {irohihiD nna tn dtink irrong waters are die two phy^cad objectioni of the 

Chnitian cii^de of mnraUty. 

* AMk ^iHinthdk”- inufifig up Ihffn the pgilhi of th^ right bond so ds to clem 
ihwfN^yblv the noarrih^ Thi* ^ funenon " is imrcajanably oi^leCEcd tn F^unjpe* to the 
defriment of I hr mu-roua fnantirfitc and the olfatrtnrr nenntt 

* Sd at id wnih between ihefir. The thick Itoml U combed JDUt with the iingen. 

*• Foot himuLEi jlbiuixI Huw $mi to compaie lu Pfc^ci^DOj widi jit accuEilidn. 
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an angel glorifying Allah and craving pardon for him* * so long as 
he remameth sdmt or ealkth ujwn i£s name of Allah. But if he 
omit to begin washing w-ith naming Allah (to wham belong might 
and majesty!)* neither remain silent, the devib take command of 
him; and the angels depart from him and Satan whispeneth evil 
thoughts unto him, till he fall into doubt and come short in his 
ablution. For (quoth he on whom be blessing and peace!), 'A 
perfect ablution driveth away Satan and assurcth against the 
tyranny of the Sultan*; and again quoth he, ‘If calamity befal 
one who is not pure by ablution; verily and assuredly let him 
blame none but himself.’ ’* Q '“What should a man do when he 
awaketh from sleep?” “He should wash his hands (hnce, before 
putting them into the v?acer vessel.” Q “What are the Koranic 
and traditional orders anent Ghusl, the complete ablution^?” 
“The divine ordinances are intent and ‘crowning’^ the whole body 
with water, that is, the liquid shall come at every part of the hair 
and skin. Now the traditional ordinancts are the minor ablution 
as preliminary; rubbing the body; separating the hair and di^ 
ferring in words® the washing of the feet till the end of the 

ablution,”--And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her penm'tted say. 


{Hhtn it toas dje Jfour Sbnnbrrlr anh JPgrlP-first 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsel had recounted to the doctor what vrere the dh'ine and tra' 
ditional orders anenc Ghusl or total ablution, quoth he. Thou 
replied aright: now tell me what are the occasions for Tayatn- 
mum, or making the ablution with sand and dust; and what are the 
ordinances thereof, divine and human? * “The reasons seven, 
viz, r want of water; fear lest water lack; need thereto; going astray 
on a march; sickness: having broken bones in splints and having 


’ Complete jtUudan II rsjidfirtil iKKtHXT ebjefly by ihe «miss(Qn of semen ritlier ia 
cofootittiDn cir in noctamn] fuilutinn. The wiW miiit he fnin end noi tese than i certain 

ipul it inuH tuuirh cirtsy part of ihc tkiii "Witb hnlf the 

person and cn^ng ^ih rhc left* « plufl|p>hadi ii i;cntrsil7 prrfct¥ral. 

* Anil. cfcwnlcFf mfbaftd, of if weirinff. 

•TJiii pracuM (surW ^ jHirpcac » defer ihc waahiii^ of the fcct,^' «Ci) ii now tom^y 
whAc obulcEc 
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open wounds,* *^ As for its ordinances, the divine number four, viz., 
intent, dust, clapping it to the face and dapping it upon the h^ds; 
and die human number two, nomination and preferring the right 
before the left hand.” Q ”What are the cotuhdons, the pillars or 
essentials, and the traditional statutes of prayer?" 'The conditions 
are five: (i) putificadon of them embers: (a) covering of the pnvy 
parts; (j) observing the proper hours, cither of certainty or to the 
Isest of one's belief; (4) Ironting the Kiblah; and (^) standing on 
a clean place. The pillars or es^mdals number twdve: (i) intent; 
(a) the Takhir or magnification of prohibition; (3) standing when 
able to stand®; (4) repeating the Fatihah or opening chapter of 
the Karan and saying. ‘In the name of Allah, the Compassionating 
the Gompassionater with a verse thereof according to the canon 
of the Imam Al-Shafi'i; (t) bowing the body and keeping it 
bowed; (6) returning to the upright posture and so remaining 
for the time requisite; (7) prostration and pennanence therein; 
(8) sitting between two prostrations and pennanence therein ; (9) 
repeating the biter proi^ion of the Faith and sitting up there' 
for; (10) invoking b^ediction on the Prophet (whom Albh bless 
and preserve!) (ti) the first Salutation,* and (la) the intent of 
making an end of prayer eiqjressed in words. But the traditional 
statutes are the call to prayer; the standing posture; raising the 
hands (to either side of the face) whilst pronouncing the prohi' 
bftion; uttering the tnagniheation before reciting the Fatiliah; 
seeking refuge with Alkli^; saying, 'Amen'; repeating the chapter 
of the Koran after the Fatihah, repeating the magnifications 
during change of posture; saying, 'May Allah hear him who 
praiseth Himf and O our Lord, to Thee be the praise!'; pray¬ 
ing aloud in the proper pbee* and praying under the breath 
prayers so prescribed; the first profession of unity and sitting 
up thereto; bkwig the Prophet therein: bie^g his family in 


‘Atflla haw t Tvejtuliee the ST.troparMt tiwitment (i/ wnniiik, heldUg that 
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the lat tn * * profession and the second Salutation/* Q *^*011 what 
is the Zakdt or obligatory poor-rate taxable?" "On gold and 
sOvcr and camels and oxen and sheep and wheat and barley 
and holcus and millet and beans and vetches and rice and raisins 
and dates/’ Q "What is the Zakat or poor-rate on goldr’ 
"Below twenty miskals or dinars, nothing: but on that amount 
half a dinar for ev'cry score and so on proportionally/" Q "On 
silver?" "Under two hundred dirhams noting, then five dirhams 
on eifcry two hundred and so forth." Q "On camels? "For every 
five, an ewe, or for every twenty-five a pregnant camd.” Q "On 
sheep?" "An ewe for c^^cry forty head/’ Q "What are the ordi¬ 
nances of the Ramazan Fast?" “The Koranic are intent: absti¬ 
nence from eating, drinking and carnal copulation, and the stop¬ 
page of vomiting. It is incumbent on all who submit to the Law, 
save women in their courses and forty days after childbirth; and 
it becomes obligatory on sight of the new moon or on news of its 
appearance, brought by a trustworthy person and commending 
itself as truth to the hearer's heart: and among its requisites is 
that the intent be pronounced at nightfall. The traditional ordi¬ 
nances of fasting are, hastening to break the fast at sundown; 
deferring the fore-dawn meal,^ and abstaining from speech, save 
for good works and for calling on the name of Allah and reciting 
the Koran." Q "What things vitiate not the fast?” “The use of 
unguents and eye-powders and the dust of the road and the unde¬ 
signed swallowing of saliv'a and the emission of seed in nticturnal 
pollution or at the sight of a strange woman and blixxling and 
cupping; none of these things vitiates the fast." Q "WTac are 
the prayers of the two great annual Festivals?" ‘Two one-bow 
prayers, wliich be a traditionai ordinance, without call to prayer or 
standing up to pronounce the call:* but let the Moslem say, ’Prayer 
is a collector of all fo&J''* and pronounce ‘Allaho Akbar* seven times 


* Hence eti inicFcst t>f two.*(ii|-a.-h#ir per cent, it not hsU n tw "RJlii' or utilaw&l 
gun of money by rnoncTi utner- 
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in the fint prayerj besides the Takbir of prohibition; and, in the 
second, five times, besides the magnification of rising up (accord- 
ing to the doctrine of the hnam Al'Shafi'i, on whom Allah have 

mdcy!) and make the profession of the Faith.”-And Shahra- 

£ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


IBben it tnos the ,tfour ibunbrefi anb dTorty-fieconb 

She sard. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the damsel had answered the doctor anent the Festiv^al-prayers, 
quoth he. “'Thou hast replied anghti now tell me wliat are the 
prayers prescribed on the occasion of an eclipse of the sun or 
moon?” "Two one-bow prayers without cad to prayer or stand¬ 
ing thereto by the worshipper, who shall make in each two-bow 
prayer double standing up and double inciinadons and tw-o-fold 
prostrations, then sit and testify and salute.” Q "What is the 
ritual of prayer for rain? ‘Two one-bow prayers without call to 
prayer or standing thereto; then shall Uie Moslem make the pro- 
f^on and salute. Moreover the Imam shall deliver an eshorta- 
tion and ask pardon of Allah, in place of the magnification, as 
in the two sermons of the Festiv^ and turn his mantle upper 
^ge downwards and pray and supplicate,” Q are the 

Witr, the additional or occasional prayers?” “The least is a 
one-bow prayer and the most eleven.” Q “What is the forenoon 
least, two one-bow prayers and at most, twelve ” 
Q What hast thou to of the Fitikaf or retreat'?” Tt is a 
letter of traditional ordinance.” Q “What are its conditions?” 

(i) intent; (a) not leaving the mosque save of necessity- (0 
not having to do a woman; (4) fasting; and (5) abstaining 
from s^ch, Q Under what conditions is the Hafi or Pilgrim- 
agr* obligatory?” “Manhood, and understanding and b^g a 
Moslem and practicability; in which case it fe obligatory on 


‘“At-I’idlMP' The ChiijdM "rUrfJlT;** but thr WorsliipoCT genwailv fratn 

« «p«.idlr Rfcc^h. *n« Ap^t\c jXl 
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"Junoti, be niHk it tepr^t twu diiftp, end flidy two tliiiip, 
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all, once before death." Q “What arc the Koranic statutes of 
the Pilgrimage?'' “(i) Tne Ihrim or pilgrims habit; (a) the 
standing at Arafat; (3) drenmambuiaems the Ka'afaah; (4) 
running between Safa and Marwah'; and (5) shaving or dipping 
the hair." Q "What are the Koranic statutes of the TJmrab* * 
or lesser piT^magc?" "Assuming the pilgrim’s habit and 
compasamg and running." Q "What are the Koranic ordi' 
nances of the assumption of the pilgrim’s habit?"® “Doffing 
sewn garmencs, forswearing perfume and ceasing to shave 
the head or pare the naOs, and avoiding the killing of game, 
and eschewing carnal copulation " Q "What are the traditiciml 
statutes of the pilgrimage?" "(1) The crying out ’Labbag’ka, 
Adsum, Here am I, O our Lord, here am I!'/ (a) the 

Ka'afjah'circuj'tings* of arrival and departure; {3) the passing 
the night at the Mosque of MuzdaJifah and in the valley of 
Mina, and (4) the lapidation,*” Q “What is the Jihad or Holy 
War and its essentials?" "Its essentials are: (t) ^le descent of the 
Infidds upon us; (2) the presence of the Tmam; (3) a state of 
preparation: and (4) hrmness in meeting the foe. Its traditional 
ordmance is incital to battle, in that the Most High hath said, 
'O thou ray Prophet, incite the faithful to fight!*’" Q "What 
are the ordinances of buying and selling?” "The Koranic are: 
(1) offer and acoeptance and (2) if the thing sold be a white 
slave, by whom one proGteth, ^ possible endravour to convert 
hinri to Aldslam; and (3) to abstain from usury; the tradidcnal 


' Tww SiljdHiitg grainil-warM jj* MccchW. Fw thew md for the plmo futHcqucHflT 
nicnnoftttl the curioii] will cowilt my ere. 
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are: making void^ and option before not after separating, according 
DO his saying (whom Allah bless and prreervel), The parties 
to a sale shall have the option of cancelling or altering terms 
whilst they arc yet unseparat^' ” Q “'What is it forbidden to 
sell for what?'’ “On this point 1 mind me of an authentic 
tradition, reported by Naft" of the Apostle of Allah, that he 
forbade the barter of dried dates for fn^ and fresh figs for dry 
and jerked for fresh meat and cream for clarified butter; in fine, 
all eatables of one and the same kind, it is unlawful to buy or 
1 :^rtcr some for other some.’'* * Now w^hen the doctor of law heard 
her words and knew that she was wit^keen, penctmtlve, ingenious 
and learned in jurisprudence and the Ttadirions and the inter* 
pretation of the Koran and what nor else, he said in his mind, 
“Needs must 1 manoeuvre with her, that I may overcome her in 
the assembly of the Commander of the Faithful/' So he said 
to her, '"O damsel, what is the Imucographical meaning of 
Wuzu?'" And she answered, “Pbiblt^ically it signifieth cL^nli' 
ness and freedom from impurities." Q "And of Siat or prayer?" 
“An invocation of good/' Q “And of Ghusl?” “Purifi' 
cation." Q "And of Saum or fasting?” “Abstention.” Q “And 
of 2 ^akat?” “Incrtase/* Q “And of Hajj or pilgrimage?" 
“Visiratton" Q *^And of Jihad?" “Repdling” With this the 
doctor's arguments were cut off,——And Shahrarad perceived 
the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted eay. 

Hifitn it teas ific jFattr Siiinhrch and Jfertp-thirh flight. 

She said, h hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
doctor s arguments were cut off, he rose to his feet and said, “Bear 
witness against me, O Commander of the Faithful, that this 
damsel is more learned in the Law than I am/' Quoth nhe, 
*'1 will ask thee somewhat, which do thou answer me speedily, 
an thou be indeed a learned man/' Quoth he, “Say on;" and 
she said. “What are the arrows of the Faith?" Answered he, 
"They number ten: (i) Testification, that is, religion; {z) Prayer, 


^Ar»b. Mr. PxytieuM ihc icchnical ttm 

* FiEgxlmiin «f Ab^blliib, of the Culiph Onimr and n^ced h* a rrflctkTimilHt, 

*i.f. M % profits due Bichan^ mini be eqtijU—Jtri int^iqdcd lo protm tkt 

pooT. Arabs have uninge prejiidirci an thw mflilcit; (or tmtapco ic diigriixs » Bidufri 
tii take monty iof mjJk. 



Abu akd mis 5iAVE<sif!.i-. loy 

that is, the covenant; (3) ASms, that is, purification; (4) Fasrio®, 
that is, defensive annour; (5) Pilgrima^, that is, the Law; 
Fighting for the Faith, that is, a general duty; (7) Bidding to 
beneficence and ( 8 ) Forbidding from frowaidness, both of which 
are a man’s honour; (9) Commune,' that is, sociahkness of the 
Faithful; and (10) Seeking knowledge, that is, the praiseworthy 
path.” She rejoined, “^ou hast replied aright and now 
remaineth but one question, 'What be the roots or fundamentals of 
Al'IsIam?* ” He said, “They are four: sincerity of belief, truth of 
intent, observance of the lawful limit and beeping the covenant.” 
Then said she, ”1 have one more question to asi thee, whkh if 
thou answer, it is well; dse:, I will take thy clothes. Quoth he, 
” 5 pcak, O damsd;" and she said, ”What arc the branches or 
superstructure of Al*Islam?” But he was silent awhile and made 
no reply: so she cried, "Doff thy clothes and 1 will expound them 
to thee*” Quoth the Caliph “Expound them, and I wili make 
him put off his clothes for thee.” She said, “There are two^and* 
twenty branches; (1) holding fast to the Book of Allah the Kdost 
Highest: (a) taking example by His Apostle (whom Allab bless 
and preserve!); (3) abstaining from evil doing; (4) eating what is 
lawf^ and (5) avoiding w^t is unlaw'ful; ( 6 ) restitution of 
things wrtingfidly taken; (7) repentance; ( 8 ) knowledge of the 
Law: (q ) love of the Frieni^ (lo) and of the followers of the true 
Rev'dation; (ii) bclict in the apostles of Al'Islam; (ta) fear of 
apostacy; (13) preparation for departing dik life; (14) force of 
conviction; (t^) mercy cm all possible occasions; ( t 6 ^ strength in 
time of weakness; (17) patience under trials; (18) knowledge of 
Allah Almighty and (tg) of what His Prophet hath made known 
to us: {20) thwarting Ihlis the accursed; (21) striving camrady 
against the lusts of the soul and warring them down, and (22) de- 


^AraU. ■'JwnJ’jh," wlikh ia liieaftHT wean* the GmSi Ixnitipin, «ir Church, the 
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votion to the one God.'* Now when the Commander of the Faith' 
ful heard her words, he bade the professor put off his clotlies and 
hocn^ turband: and so did that doctor and went forth, beaten and 
confounded, from the Caliph's presence. Thereupon another man 
stood up and said to her, ""O damsel, hear a few quemms from 
me," Quoth she, "Say Qnr and he asked, "What are the con¬ 
ditions of purcha^ by advanix?" whereto she answered, “That 
the price be fixed, the kuid be fixed and the period of delivery be 
fixed and known," Q "What are the Koranic and the traditional 
canoos of eating?" "The confession that Allkh Almighty pro- 
videth the eater ^d givoth him meat and drink, with thanks^'ving 
to Him therefor," Q "What is thanksgiving?" “Tlie use by the 
creature of that whiti the Creator vnuchsafeth to him, according 
as it was created for the creature." Q "What are the tradition^ 
canons of eating?" "The Bismiilah^ and washing both hiids; 
sitting on the left of the hind part; caring with three hngera, and 
eating of that which hath been duly masticatedQ "What are 
good mannm in eating?" "Taking small mouthfuls and looking 

Ettle at tineas tablc-companian."*--And Shahratad perceived the 

dawn of clay and ceased to say her permitted say. 


BBbtn ii ttiafii tfic Jfour J&unhrch anh Jfortjf-fmtrfh /Its&h 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when die 
damsel had answered concerning good maimers in eating, the 
doctor who was trying her, rejoined, ‘Thou hast replied aright. 
Now tell me what are the su>-3 of the heart and thdr supports?"^ 
"The says and supports both number threer (i) holding fast to 
the Faith, the support whereof is the shunning of infidelity; (a) 
holding fais* to the Traditional Law, and its support the shunning 
of innovation; and (t) holding fast to obedience, and its support 
the shunning of disobedience." Q “What are the conditions k 
Wutu?" "(j) being a Moslem; (i) discernment of good and cv’il; 


^CJACul-flliErfi I In ihc llJLilEe! of Alljdl** ft| I feiiye nlwnictlf to 
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(3) purity of the W2tcr» and (4) absence of material or religious 
inipedit&ents.'* Q '‘‘'Whac is b^cf?** “It is divided into nine 
parts: (i) belief in the One worshipped; (2) belief in the condi- 
tion of slavery of the w'orshipper; (3) h^ef in the personality of 
the Ddty; (4) belief in die Two h&ndftiU;* (5) bdief in Provir 
dence which allotteth to man hk bt; (6) in the Abrogating 
and (7) in the Ahro^ted; ^8) belief in Allah, Hk angds and 
apostles; and (g) in tore-ordained Fate, general and inavldual, 
its good and ill, its sweet and bitter.” Q "What three thi ngs do 
away other three?" “It is told of Sufyin al-Sauri* that he said. 
Three things do away with other three, h/laking light of the 
pbus doth away the future life; makuig light of Kings tfoth a-way 
this life; and, making light of expenditure doth away wealth.' “ 
Q “What are the keys of the heavens, and how many gates ha^'e 
they?" “Quoth Almigticy AUah, ‘And the heaven shall be opened 
and be full of portals;'^ and quoth he whom Allah bless and pre- 
serve!, 'None Lnoweth the number of the gates of heavens, save 
He who created the heavens, and there is no son of Adam but 
hath two gates allotted to him in the heavens, one whereby hk 
daily bread descendeth and another wherethrough his works 
ascend. The first gate is not dosed, save when his term of life 
cometh to an end, nor the gate of works, good and evil, till hk 
soul ascend for iudgment.*" Q 'Tell me of a thing and a half 
thine and a no-thing." “The thbe is the Moslem; the half thing 
the hypocrite,* and the no-dung ^ miscreant." O ‘Tell me of 
various kinds of hearts.” "There is the whole heart, the sick heart, 
the contrite heart, the vowed heart and the enlightened heart. 
Now the w'hole heart is that of Abraham, the Friend of Alb^: 
the sick heart is that of the Unbeliever in Al-Islam; the contrite 
heart is that of the pious who fear the Lord; the vowed heart is 
that of our Lord Mohammed (whom Allah bless and kcepl) and 
the illuminated heart is that of his foilowens. Furthermore, the 
hearts of learned Olema are of three kinds, the heart which is 


* ‘*TTit whole tjtrrh (thill be) Hii Uanrf/u! ob the Reiuirccticin day in. Hw nsht 
Kuid *hall The HtArai be up (or Mded loigeditr),”—’Kcran nxk. tfT. 
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in bve wtrfi this worlds the heart which lovcth the next world, 
and the heart which loveth its Lord; and it is said that hearts 
are three, the suspended, that of the infidel; the non-existent, 
that of the hypocrite; and the constant, that of the True-believer. 
Moreover, it is said that the firm heart is of three kinds, via,, the 
heart dilated with light and faith, the bean wounded with fear of 
estrangement, and uie heart w'hich feareth to be forsaken of its 

Supreme Friend/’-And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of (ky 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


®brn it hms t[)c JTour K^unhteh anh ^Tortp-fiftb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
second dwtor declared, “Thou hast said well,” quoth she to the 
Caliph, ”0 Commander of the Faithful, he hath questioned me, 
till he is weary, and now 1 will ask of Mm two questions. If 
he answer them both, it is well; and if not, I vrill take his clothes 
and he shall wend in peace." Quoth the doctor, ”Aak me what 
thou wilt," and she said, "What sayest thou rdimoa is?" An¬ 
swered he, "Religion is confession of Faith with die tongue and 
conviction with the heart and correspondent action with the 
members, He (upon whom be blessings and peace!) hath said, 
The believ-er is not perfect in belief, except he perfect himself in 
five quah'ties. namely; trust in Allah,* committal of his ^air to 
Allah, submission to tlie commands of Allah, acquiescence in the 
decrees of Allah; and that all he doth be done for sake of Allah; 
so is he of thi^ who are acceptable to the Deity, and who give 
to Him Md withhold for Him; and such man is perfect in belief/ " 
Then smd she, "What is the Divine ordinance of ordinances and 
the ordinance which is the initiator of all ordinances and that of 
which all others stand m need and that which comprehendeth all 
others; and what is the traditional ordinance that entereth into 
the Koranic, and the prophetic practice whereby the Divine is 
competed? But he was silent and made no reply; whereupon 
the Caliph bade her expound and ordered him to doff his doth^ 
and give them to her. Said she, "O doctor, the Koranic ordi' 
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nance of ordinances is the knowledge of Allah Almighty* that, 
which is die inidacive of all others, is the testifying there is no 
god but the God and Mobammed is the Apostle of (^: that, of 
which all others have need, is the Wuzu ablution; that, which 
compriseth all others, is the Ghusi'ablution from dehlcmenC' : the 
Traditional ordinance chat entereth into the Koranic, is the 
separation of the hnfers and the thick beard;’’ and that, where' 
with all Koranic ordinances are completed, is circumcision."* 
Therew'ith was made manifest the defeat of the doctor, who rose 
to his feet and said. "I call Allah to witness, O Commander of 
the Faithful, that this damsel is more learned than I in theology 
and what perniineth to the Law,” So saying, he put off his 
clothes and went away ignominiously worsted. Then she turned 
to the rest of the learned men present and said, "O masters, 
which of you is the Koranist, the reader and reciter of the 
Koran, versed in the seven readings and in syntax and in lexi' 
cography?" Thereupon a professor arose and, seating himself 
before her, said, “Hast thou read the Book of Almighty Allah 
and made thyself thomu^y acquainted with its signs, that is its 


* cmmcniAl imriurirj wliidb b sm o Tsy illicTcnt thinf frinp 

[{irdrttss. 

^ A thkk bearJ If wtueb lioci txit fli&w t&cikin; oiiiJa^$c tlic i "K-ausaj 

m Pem **K6«h.'* SwTtJ. Ui.* 246. 

■ Ax^b. “ Al-KHutEiak.** No*Jicfe coimnARdcd in tJic Koran and htang only 1 prAccico 
of the Pmfibet, the rite ii noE ifniiipeniftblfi for twivcrtf, cipEsHaJljr iht aged i&ji die nck^ 
Our upodi tht fuhjea ur very foe rpwlcfn ** EueendA"* idiows % Fe«t of tlte 
Ctmimcimn/'' but ho dlsctuston ihcTCWi:- ^^qw^ (iJia* 0*arssph) borrowed tJie rite from 
tbc Egyptiiui hicrophaiiti wbo v&u all tbu^ **pirrified'*; the object being ttt ctmntcTKt 
ibo mrr^- MTTqlnli ty of iho iHTK^‘ Mnd » kiidcji the igaEPiiit ebranonB dud 

tnfEcdiin by » lir and fricE»n agaifiBE the dress, A3mi»c aH AfHcm mb«g 

pncTijc it b\it the modcB vary and mine afmcortiingly rurionis: I thafl nodee a potuHirif 
bdtfaaroits rmhiad tailni Al^idbb Ctbe keying) idll praceued in thz AnhiiLn frrovrtice 
Al-Adr, Cfblgrimagc fit 80.) Tbcroiiadi^raretiMfcoobecween thcHcbrewadd thcMcdem 
riir. jewbh o^pcrt-mf. after tnr^ng off the fortakiup rips up tbo pfepuct widi hfi 
■harp thumb-Tiiik [hat fhe external cutis dec* Mt retract fur from the ifiEcmal^ and 
the vround^ when heaiedp ahowi a iwrrow ririg -of cieamce. This ripploff i* dune ^ 
MojJcitLfe. They tisz a uiek aa a probe piisiod round between gla/ia artd pTE|HJce to ascertain 
the cKtenf of the fttnum and thaE there ti m> ibnormil adherion. Tfte foreakJn ti thm 
drawn forward and filed by the fnnxpi, ■ fwfc of two b 5 nab<Jo apJLnu, fire ew sra incW 
long by a tjuarter duck,^ or la some cmaem on iron ]Ikc our compflAset. TTitt ii ried tijhTl'y 
over iht so aa co exclude about an inch and a half of ihr pTc|WD£ nWro and thw 

quarters below. A ringle stroke of the ruor drawn dtretiiy downwardt remuvea [he skin. 
The ibglic bleeding ia atufFped by burnt ragt w adiea and htuled with ocratet+ plcdgcl* 
and fuffllflitions. Tfiiu Muskfli rircumdilon doa isoc provcDt die dun rocraoingp 
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vers££, and abrogating parts and abrogated pomoos, its 
eqioivocal commands and its ambiguous; and the d0erence of its 
revelations, Meccan and Medinan? Dost thou understand its 
interpretation and hast thou studied it, according to the various 
traditions and origins?** “Yc^" answered she; and he said* * 
“What then is the number of its chapters, how many are the 
decades and versets, how many words and how many letters and 
how many acs of prostration and how many prophets and how 
many chapters are Me^nan and how many are Meccan and how 
many birds are mentioned in it?” Replied she, “O my lord, its 
chapters are an hundred and fourteen, whereof seventy were 
revealed at Meccah and forty’■four at Al-Medinah; and it con' 
taineth six hundred and twenty-one decades; six thousand three 
hundred and thirty'Six versets;’ seventy-nine thousand four hun' 
dred and thitty'nine words and three hundred and twenty'three 
thousand and six hundred and seventy letters; and to the reader 
diereof* for every letter, are given ten benefits. The acca of pros^ 

tration it compriseth are fourteen.”---And Shahraaad perodved 

the daiwn of day and ceased to say her permitted say* 

iBjjtn it tfje jFour D^ttntiteh mtb JfertP‘fiixft) 

She said* It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
professor of Koranic exegesis questioned the damsel, she con" 
tinued, “As regards the Prophets named in the Book there be 
five^d'twenty* to wit, Adam, Noah,® Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, 
Jacob, Josepli, Lot, EUeha, Jonah, Salih,* or Hcbcr, Hud,* Shua’yb 
or Jethro,* David, Sobtnon, Zu’l'kafl or Joshua, Idris, Eli^, 
Yahya or John the Baptist, ^charias, Job, Moses, Aaron, Jesus 
and Mohammed,* the peace of Allah and His blessing be on them 
all! Moreover, nine flying things arc mentioned in the Koran, 
namely, Ac gnat, the b«, the fly, the ant, the hoopoe, the crow, 


■ Of thac S336 vcrstcs on\y some 200 on law, dvi! njul ccnenunufll^ fiKat nnd 
pdidcuJ^ dc^odddit And ceremonl*], CAnortici] and 

*TKc legiTiGd w™iin Ukhnukh-Enoch* bacaiue noi b Kow; ntd if 

she dtRoted him by “Idm*" tJic latter ta mnciniq? of plact 

* Same uy gr*ndicm flf Shem. (Koran vii. II.) 

* Koran im. 63, etc, 

* Fathcr-b-lxw of (Konn til. S3.) 

* Who la du> Last ami of die twenrf-^nva. 
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the locust, the swallow and the bird of J^us* * (on whom be 
peace!), to wit, the bat*’ Q "Which is the most excellent chafy 
ter of the Koran?” "That of The Cow.*” Q “Which is the most 
magi^cent verse?” “That of the Throne; it hath hfty words, 
bearing in each fifty blessings.” Q '"''What si^ or verse hath 
in it nine signs or wfjnders?" “That in which quoth Allah 
Almighty,'Verily, in the crcadoti of the Heaven and the Ear^: 
and in the vicissitude of n^ht, and day; and in the ship w^ch 
sailed through die sea laden with what is profitable for mankind* 
and in the rain'water which God sendetn down from Heaven, 
quickeiing tliereby the dead ground and replenishing the same 
with all sorts of cattle; and in the change of winds and in the 
clouds that are compelled to do service between the Heaven and 
the Earth;*—are signs to people of understanding.' " Q “Which 
verse is the most just?” "That in which Allah saith, Vwily, 
Allah enjoineth |ustice and the doing of good, and the giving 
unto kindred what shall he necessary; and He forbiddeth wicked' 
ness and iniquity and oppression.’ ”* Q “Which is the most 
greedy?” ‘That in which quoth AHah. Ts it that every man of 
them greedech to enter the Garden of DeLght? * Q 
is the most hopeful?” ‘That in w'hicH quoth A^ij^ty Allah, 
*Say; ‘O my servants who have transgressed against your own 
souls, despair not of the mercy of Allah ; seeing, that Allah for- 
giveth all sins; aye Gradous, Merdtul is He, * Q By what 
school of intonation dost thou read? By that of the people of 
Paradise, to wit, the version of NaEs. Q Ip which yCTse^^th 
Allah make prophets lie?"* “In that wherein He saith, They 


* Sc 6 Nl^t cccamviiS. .. L L 

' KflT»n M., whose 2 J 6 Th Aynh b the fv-famed sai nibWe Tlinmcvew ite^ 
-Ailah t thete i» tw aal but fie. the Uvina, the Eieftifll 
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* Kornn vn . 92. The vrtKt endJ trith, He wiimeth » hipSy « mmaniL 
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* Kixxii >[X3dK. 54. . . ^ r 
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(the brothers of Joseph) brought his inner garnicnt stained Viith 
false blood/"' Q “In which doth He unbelievers speak 
the truth?" "In thnt wheron He saidi, 'The Jews say, 'The 
Christians are grounded on nothing/ and the Christians say, * *Thc 
Jews arc grounded on nothhig'; and yet they both read the Scrip- 
tures^'^ and, so saying, all say sooth," Q “hii which doth God 
speak in his own person’^” “In that in which he saith, ''I have 
not created Genii and men for any other end than that they 
should sen'c me/ Q “In which vei^ do the angels speak?" 
“In that which saith, '‘But we celebrate Thy praise and extol 
Thy holiness.' "" Q "'What sayest thou of the formula :—1 seek 
refuge with Allah from Satan the Stoned?" “It is obligatory 
by commaridinent of Alah on all before reading the Koran, as 
appeareth by His saying, 'When thou rcadcst the Koran, seek 
refuge with Allah from Satan the Stoned/ Q “What signify 
the words ‘seeking refuge’" and w'hat are the variants of the 
formula?" “Some say, 'i take refu^ w-ith Allah the Ah-hearing 
and All-knowing/ and others, 'With Allah the Strong/ but the 
best is that whereof the Sublime Koran speaketh and the Tradi- 
tions perpetuate. And he (whom Allah bl^ and beep!) was used 
to ejaculate, 'I seek refuge with Allah from Satan the Stoned/ 
And quoth a Tradition, reported by Naf i on the authority of his 
adopted father, ‘The apostle of Al^, was wont when he rose in 
the night to pray, to say aloud, 'AlJaho Akbar'; God is Most 
Great, with all Majesty! Praise be to Allah abundantly! Glory to 
Allah mom and even be!’ Then would he say, ‘I seek refuge wnth 
Abh from Satan ^e Stoned and from the ddusions of the Devib 
and their evd suggestions.* And it is told of Ibn Abbas^ (of 
whom Allah accept!) that he saith The first time Gabriel came 
down to the Prophet with revelation he taught him the ‘seekin g 
refuge/ saying, *6 Mohammed, say, I seek nduge with Allah t he 


* Kqrmi leiT. El. 

^ Kdran iiL lO^r 

» li. 57 He (AEaii) doet mw ttie tlic pWile 

* Krmti ti, 21. 

■ Komvi xpi. 100. Satan U ti&ned in tbc Mini « Monfi barijr fNTsht cccorfaij bpeauBe 
hr tcmpreiS AbnhffFn po dli&tey rhe commiinii to wcHfifir Eihm&cL 

(Fi^nu^ ill. 

* It miT flliq mmn "hivc recmiTK to God," 

^ ibfi Abbiii before nn^dtcd^ fttift cosisin flf Mohitmitied md iIk raost teafned 

of ihc CdnipaniOEu. See DTEerlKloti 
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Ali'heanng and Ali'knowing;’ then say, ‘In chc name of AHah 
the Compassionating, the Compassionate!' Read, in the name of 
thy Lord who created;—created man of blood-dots,"^ Now 
when the Konnist heard her words he marvelled at her erpres- 
fiions, her doqueivcej Iier learning, her ejtcdJcnce, and said, "O 
damsel, what sayst thoa of the verse ‘In the name of Allah, the 
Compassionating, the Compassionate'? Is it one of the verses of 
the Koran?" "Ves; it is a verset of 'The Ant’" occurring also 
at the head of the first and between every two following chapters; 
and there is much ditrcnence of opinion, respecting this, among tbc 

feamed.'''-And Shabiaiad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


EQI>rn it tnas tfie ^ettr l^mhrelt anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsel had told the professor concerning the difference ol opinion 
among the le^cd touching the “Basmalah,” he said, "Thou host 
replied aright: now tell me "why is not the formula written at the 
head of the chapter of Inununity* *?"; and she answered, "Wheri 
this chapter was rev'ralod from on high for the dissolution of the 
alliance betvi'een the I^ophct and the idolaters. He (whom AUah 
bless and preserve!) sent Ali* tbn Abi T^b (whose face Allah 
honour!) therewith, and he read the chapter to them, but did not 
read the Basmalah.”® Q "What of the excellence of the formula 
and its blessing?” ”lt is told of the Prophet that he said, ‘Never i s 
the Basmalah pronoimced ov'er aught, but tliere is a blessing in i t; 


’ Kwan itcTi^ "Blood-rlnn,” I anil I. “Rpail" fnay ww *•’« jtrf laiidn"' fit 

Iras (iie fint Kofanit chs|itcr nmmunkatca » Mohammiwn, uf "ttdw, pTwet.” 

* Koran xivii. 30 Mr* Kodwcil fp-1J holil* w fhr nkl chat tiw * Baaflislot ta or 
Jetriih ori^r, raui^i w thr Kunvili bv OmajpyuKofTaif, ihe ptwe nnti Hanlf (co nvtrt)i 

■ Koran ix,i thi» war the laiC chaptvr revealed and the onSr on= reveiJed cniite eonff 

iwe IIOi. j ■ r j 

■A3J WM dwjwtched ffti^n Aj-Medinah rd Mtccith by the PfijpneT oft bw cwti ifit-evcd 
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puhBc flush mujs be kept. 
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and it is reported, on authority of Him (whom Allah bless and 
preserve!) that the Lord of Glory swore by His glory that never 
should the Basmalah be pronounced over a sick person, but be 
should be healed of his sickness. Moreover, it is said that, when 
Allah created the empyrean, it was agitated with an exceeding 
agitation; but He wrote on it, 'Biamilmh' and its agitation sub* * 
aided. VvTien the formula first descended from heaven to the 
Prophet, he said, ‘I am safe from three things, eardiquake and 
inetamorphosis and drowning;’ and indeed its boons are great 
and its blessings too many to enumerate. It is told of Allah’s 
Apostle that he said. There will be brought cm the Judgment'day 
a man with whom He shall reckon and finding no good deed to 
his account, diaU order hinA to the Fire; bur the man will cry, 
‘O my God, llicfu hast nut dealt justly by me!' Then shall All^ 
(to whom 1 ^ honour and glory!) say, 'How so?” and the man shall 
answer, ’ O Lord, for that Thou callest Thy^' the Compassionat' 
ing, the Compassionate, yet wilt Thou puriish me with the Fire!' 
And AUah (magnified be His Majesty!) shall reply, *I did indeed 
name myself the Corapasdonating, the Compassionate. Carry My 
senant to Paradise, of My mercy, for I am the most Merciful of 
the mcmfuls!' ” Q “'What was the origin of the use of the 
^smalah?" “WTien Allah sent dow'n from Heaven the Koran, 
they wrote, 'In Thy name, O my God!'; 'when Allah revealed the 
words, *Say; Call upon Allah, or call upon the Compassionating, 
what days ye pray, for hath He the most excellent names,'‘ they 
wrote, ‘In the name of Allah, the Compaasionating, the Compas' 
siionate;'and, when He revealed the wor^, ‘Your God is one GtxL 
there is no God but He, the Compassionating, the Compassionate,'* 
they wrote, 'In the name of Allah, the Compassionating, the Com' 
passionate!'" Now when the Koranist heard her reply, he hung 
down his head and said to himself, “This be a marvel of marvels! 
How hath this slave-girl expounded the origin of the Basmalah? 
But, by Allah, needs must I go a bout with her and haply defeat 
her,'' So he asked, “Did Allah reveal the Koran all at once or at 


^ ft pawfic tcvruTcd becxtiK th« Molumniiefi calFing 

upon TV CompftMioTiAtc, ntiagiTfteJ ihut AMMunin ww othir deiiy AUftb. Ths 
Vw two gnnd iltVSfiljni, the fiery ilr tcmblc ftttribuEct, And ihc 
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* Ko^ftEi iL IS^ 
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dmes manifold?'' She answered, "Gabriel the Faidiful (on whom 
be peace!) descended with it from the Lord of the Worlds upon 
His Prophet Mohammed, IVince of the Ap(»tles and Seal of the 
Prophets, by detached versets; bidding and forbidding, covenant' 
ing and comminating, and containing advices and instances in the 
course of tw'cnty yeans as occasion called for it.” Q "Which 
chapter was first revealed?" "According to Ibn Abbas, that end' 
Culed 'Congealed Blood'and. according to Jabir bin Abdillah,* * 
that called The Covered' which preyed all othets.*” Q 
"Which verset was the last revealed?" "That of 'U^jry,^* and it is 
also said, the verse, 'When there cometh Allah's succour and vic' 

tory.'"*-^And Sbahiasad perceived the dawn of day and 

cea^ to say her permitted say. 


Hlfim it tDoS tht JTour ^unbret anb j^ortp-tlgtith 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the damsel told the Koranist which was the last verse he said, 
‘Thou hast replied aright; now tell me the names of the Coni' 
panions who collected the Koran, in the lifetime of the Aposde of 
Allah,” And she answered, 'They were four, Ubay ibn !^'ab, 
Zayd ibn Sabit, Abu Obaydah 'Aaiuir bin Jarr^, and OthmM bin 
Atfhi* (Allah accept of them one and allh” Q "Who are the 
readers, from whom the accepted reading of the Korm is talcen?” 
‘They number four, AbdillaK bin Mas'ud, Ubay bin Ka'ab, 
Ma'as bin Jabot and Salim bin Abdfllah.'' Q “What say^t thou 
of the words of the Most High, That which is sacrificed to 
stones" *?■ “The stones are idols, which are set up and worshipped, 


* KorxD icn* Iwfcrc notkcii 

^ A m&rt of Al-MEilinah, Qn^ «f tlie fint tkf diadple*, 
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inscca(i of Alkh the Most High, and from this we seek reftigc with 
Allah." Q "What sayest thou of the words of the Most High 
Thou knowest what is in my* * soul, and I know not what is in Thy 
soli' "7‘ '"They mean, Thou know^t the cnjth of me and what is 
in me, and I know not what is in Thee;' and the proof of this are 
His words,’ Thou art He who wottest the hidden things'; and it 
is saich &I 50 , Thou knowest my essence, but 1 know not Thine 
essence.'" Q "What sayst thou of the words of the Most High* 
‘O true believers, forbid not yourselves the good things which 
lah hath allowed you?'"* “My Shaykh (on whom AHah have 
mercy!) told me that the Companion Al-Zahhak related; There 
was a people of the True-beUeveis who said, *We will dock our 
memh^ mascuLne and don sackdothf whereupon this verse was 
revealed. But Al'Kutadab declareth that it was rev'caled on ac* 
count of sundry Companions of the Apostle of Allah, namely, Ali 
ibn Abi T^b and Othm^ bb Musa'ab and others, who said, 
‘We will geld ourselves and don hair doth and make us monks.’ " 
Q “What sayest thou of the words of the Most Highest, ‘And 
Allah took Abraham for His friend' "?* ‘The friend of Allah is 
the needy, the poor, and (according to another saybg) he is the 
lover, he who is detadietl from the world in the love of Allah Al¬ 
mighty and m whose attadimcnt there is no fallbg away." Now 
when the Koranist* saw her pass on m speech w'ith the passage of 
the douds and that she stayed not m reply, he rose to his feet and 
said, “I take Allah to witness^ O Commander of the Faithful, that 
this damsel is more learned than 1 in Koranic exegesis and what 
pmainetK thereto." Then said she, “1 will ask thee one qui^on, 
which if thou answer it is well; but if thou answer not, I will strip 
off thy dothes-" Quoth the Commander of the Faithful, "Ask on," 
and she enquired, "Which veiset of the Koran hath m it thre^-and- 
twenty K^s, which sixteen Mims, which an hundred and forty 


^ Kann^ V. J I£. Thf 9on^ tre thif inu the moutli oT J 

*Tlic end of the wme rmt. 
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*Ayns’ and wiiich section* * lacketK the formula, To Whom belong 
glcir>' and glorification and majesty*?' " The Koranist could not 
repljp, and she said to him, “Put ofi thy dothes." So he doffed 
th^i and she continued, “O Commander of the Faithful, the 
verset of the sixteen Mims is in the chapter Hud and is the saying 
of ^e Most High, 'It was said, O Noah, go down in peace from 
us, and blessing upon thee!';* that of the threc'and'twenty Kafs is 
the verse called of the Faith, in the chapter of The Cow; that of 
the hundred and forty Ayns is in the chapter of AlA'araf,* where 
the Lord saith, 'And Moses chose seventy men of his tribe to at' 
tend our appointed time;® to each man a pair of eyes,'" And the 
lesson, which beketh the formula, To Whom be glory and gloH' 
ficacion,' is that which comprises the chapters. The Hour draweth 
nigh and the Moon shall be cloven in twain*; The Compassionate 
and The Event."" Thereupon the professor departed in confu¬ 
sion.-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her pennitted say. 


^ Tlie twerttf-firtf, arui eighteenfh Artbif 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat when the 
damsel defeated the Koranist and took off his dothes and sent 
him away confused, then came forward the skilled physician and 
^ id to her, “We are free of theology and come now to physiology. 
Tell me, therefore, how is man made; how many veins, bones and 
vertehne are there in his body; which is the irst and chief vein 
and why Adam was named Adam?” She replied, “Adam was 
Adam, because of his that is, the wheaten colour of 

hjs complexion and also (it is said) because he was creat^ of the 
admt of the earth, that is to say, of the surface^iL His breast 
was made of the earth of the Ka abah, hfa b^d of earth from the 
East and h^ legs of earth from the West. There were created for 
him seven doors in his head, viz., the eyes, the ears, the nostrils 
and the mouth, and two pass^es, before and behind. The eyes 
were made the seat of the si^t-sense, the ears the seat of the 
hearing'sense, the nostrils the seat of the amell'sense, the mouth 
the scat of the tastC'sense and the tongue to utter what is in the 
heart of man.* * Now Adam was made of a compound of the foim 
dements, which be water, earth, fire and air. The yellow bile is 
the humour of fire, being hot-diy; the black bile that of earth, be¬ 
ing cold-dry; the phlegm that of water, being cold-moist, wd the 
blood that of air, bd^ hot-moiSL* There were made in man 
three hundred and sixty %*eins, two hundred and forty-nine bones, 
and three souls" or spirits, the arumal, the rational and the natural, 
to each of which is ^tted its proper function. Moreover, Allah 
made ^m a heart and spleen ano lungs and six intestines and a 
liver and two kidneys and buttocks and brain and bones and skin 
and five senses; hearing, seeing, smell, taste, touch. The heart 
He set on die left side of the breast and made the stomach the 
guide and governor thereof. He appointed the lungs for a 
to the hcan and stablished the liver on the right side, opposite 
ther^. Moreover, He made, besides this, the diaphragm and 
the viscera and set up the bones of the breast and lacric^ them 


* tc iitWp ttiL 
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with the ribs.” Q "How rmny venlrides are there m a m^y 
head?"* "“Three^ whjch contain fi%^c taculties^ styled tint intrinsic 
senses, to wit, cotmnon tmagination^ the thinking faculty* 

perception and memory/" Q "Describe to me the cisnfigurarion 

of the bones/'-And Shabiazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


SHfitn it tootf Ihe jFour J&unbccb anb jfittit^ 


She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when the 
physicist said to her* "Describe to me the configuration of the 
bones " she relied. "Man a frame consists of two hundred and 
forty bones* which arc divided into three parts, the head, the trunk 
and the ejctrcmities- The head ia divided into calvarium and face. 
The skull is constructed of eight bones, and to it arc attached the 
four osselets of the ear* The face is fumisbed with an upper jaw of 
eleven bones and a lower jaw of one; and to these are added the 
teeth rwchand^duity in number^ and the os hyoides/ The trunk is 
divided into spinal column, breast and basin* T^c spinal column is 
made up of four^JJid'twCTty bones, called Fikar or vertebra; the 
breast, of the breastbone and the rihs> which arc four-and-twenty 
in number, twelve on each side; and the hasui of die hips, the sac^ 
rum^ and the os coccygis* The extremities are divided into upper 
and lower, arms and legs* The arms are again divided: firstly into 
shoulder, oomprising shoulder blades ana collar bone; secondly 
into the upper arm which is one bonei thirdly into fote-arni, 
posed of two bones, the radius and the ulna: and fourthly into toe 
hand, consisting of the wrist, the metaempus of five and Ac nn^ 
gets, which number five, of three bones each* called the phalang^. 
except the thumb, which hath but two* The tower extremities 
are divided! firstly into thi^n, which is one beme; secondly into 
leg, composed of three bones, the tibia, the fibula and the patella, 
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and thirdly into the loot, divided, like the hand, into tarsus, 
metacamis and toes: and is compo^ of seven bones, ranged 
in two rows, two In one and five in the other; and the meta' 
tarsus is composed of five bones and the toes nutnho: five, each 
of three phalanges except the big toe which hath only two/' 
Q “’Which is the root of the veins?" “The aorta, from which 
they ramify, and they are many, none knoweth the tale of them 
save He who created them; but 1 repeat, it b said that they 
number three hundred and sixty/ Moreover, Allah hath appointed 
the tongue as interpreter for the tbou^t, the eyes to serve as 
lanterns, the nostrils to smdl with, and the bands for prehensorsy 
The Uver is the seat of pity, the spleen of laughter^ and the 
kidneys of craft; the lungs are ventilators, the stomach the store' 
house, and the heart the prop and pillar of the body. When the 
heart is sound, the whole body is sound, and when the heart is 
comipt, the whole body is corrupt," Q “What are the out' 
ward signs and symptoms evidencing disease in the menibers of the 
body, both external and internal?" “A physician, who is a man of 
understanding, looketh into the state of the body and is guided by 
the fed of the hands,® according as they are finn or flabby, hot or 
cool, moist or dry. Internal disorders arc also indicated by extec' 
nal symptoms, such as yellowness of the white of the eyes, which 
denoteth jaundice, and bending of the back, which denoteth disr 

case of the lungs.-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. 


mtn ft teas (fit ^mir l^nhtth ottb .flight. 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsel had described to the doctor the outer signs and symptoms 
quoth be, “Thou hast replied aright! now what arc the internal 
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symptoms of disease?" "Tlic sdccioc of the diagnosis of disea^ 
internaJ symptoms is founded upon six canonsi (i) the patients 
actions; (a) what is evacuated irom his body; ( 5 ) the nature of 
the pain: and (4) the site thereof; ( 5 ) swelling; and (6) tile efflu' 
via given off his person.” Q "How cometh hurt to the head? 
"By the ingestion of food upon foodt before the first be digested, 
and by fullness upon fullness: dus it is that wasteth people. He 
who would live long, let him be early with the morning-meal and 
not late with the evening-meal; let him be sparing of commerce 
with women and chary ot such depletory measures as cupping aM 
blood-letting; and let him make of his bdly three parts, one fur 
food, one tor drink and the third fer air; for that a man s int^ 
tines are ci^teen spans in length and it befitteth that he appoint 
six for meat, six for drink, and six for breath* I f he uralk, let him go 
gendy; it will be whol^omcr for him and better for his body and 
more in accordance with the saying of the Almighty, *V/aIk not 
proudly on the cartli/ Q "What are the symptoms of ydlow 
hiV and what is to be feared therefrom?" "The symptoms are 
sallow complexion and bitter taste in the mouth widi dryne^; 
failure of tlie E^ppetitc, venereal and other, and raptiJ pulse ; and the 
patient hath to fear high fever and ddirium and emptiOES and 
jaundice and tumour and ulcers of the Ixiwels and cicc55ivc t*urst. 
Q ^^What are the symptoms of black bile and what hath the 
patient to fear from it* an it get the mastery of the body? The 
symptoms are false appedie and great mm til disquiet and cark 
and care: and ic bcficsveth that it bz ev-acuated, else it will generate 
melancholia* and leprosy and cancer and disease o: the sp^icen and 
ulceration of the bowels " Q "'Into how many hrandit^ is the art 
of tnedidnc divided?'* “Into two: the art of diagn^ng dises^ 
and that of restoring the diseased body to health. Q 
1 $ the drinking of medicine niore efficacious tlian otherwhen. 
“When the sap runs in the wood and the gnipc riuckens m the 
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duster and the two auspicious planets^ Jupiter and Venus, are in 
the ascendant; then setteth in the proper season for drinidng of 
drugs and doing away of disease.” Q “What time is it, when Jf a 
man drink water from a new vessd, the drink is sweeter and Lghter 
or more digestible to him than at another time^ and there ascendeth 
to him a pleasant fragrance and a penetrating?” “When he 
waitech awhile after eating, as quoth the poet, 

’Drink r« upon ihy food in haste but wait awhOe; • Efee thou with halter 
ahalt thy frame to skknes lead: 

And patient bear a little thirst from food, then drink; * Afvd ihui, O 
brother, haply thou diait wm thy need.*’ 

Q ““What food is it that gn'Cth not rise to ailments?” “That which 
is not eaten but after hunger, and when ic is eaten, the ribs arc not 
filled with It, evm as saith Jalinus or Galen the phyridan, ‘Whoso 
will take in food, let him go slowly and he shall not go wrongly/ 
And to conclude with His saying (on whom be blessing and 

E eace!), mie stomach is the house of disease, and i'et is 
ead of healing; for the origin of all sicknc^ is indigestion, that 

is to say, corruption of the meat' '*-^And Sbahraiad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


ffiljtn ft toatf tlje ^our ©ttnbttb anh 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the damsel said to the doctor, " The stomach is toe house of 
disease and diet is the head of healing; for the origin of all sick¬ 
ness is indigestion, that is to say, corruption of the meat in the 
stomach / ” he rejoined, “Thou liast replied aright t what sayest 
thou of the Hammam?" "Let not the full man enter it. Quoth 
the Prophet, The bath is the blessing of die house, for that it 
cleanscth the body and callcth to mind the Fire.*" Q “What 
Hammams are best for bathing in?” “Those whose waters are 
sweet and whose space is ample and which are kept well aired; 


* Educated Ankn cm qwct many a verw upon doitlcwic mcdidne ami ft- 
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their atmosphere representing the four seasons—autumn and sum¬ 
mer and winter and spring," Q "What kind of food is the niost 
profitable?" ‘'That which women make and which hath not cost 
overmuch trouble and which is readily digested. The most 
excellent of food is brewis' or bread sopped in broth; according 
to the saying of the Prophet, 'Brewis excelleth other food, even 
as Ayish^ exocUeth other women,' ” Q "What kind of kitchen, 
or seasoning, is most profitable?" ‘Flesh meat’ (quoth the 
Prophet) ‘is the most excellent of kitchen; for that it is the 
del^hc of this world and the next world.* *" Q "What kind of 
meat is the most profitable?" "Mutton; but je^ed meat is to be 
avoided, for there is no profit in it." Q “What of fruits?" “Eat 
them in their prime and quit them when their season is past," 
Q ‘‘What sayest thou of drinking water?" "Drink it not in large 
quantities nor swallow it by gulps, or it will give thee head-ache 
and cause di\rcrs kinds of harm; neither drink it immediately after 
leaving the Hammam nor after carnal copulation or eating (except 
it be after the lapse of fifteen minutes for a young man and forty 
for an old man), nor after waking from sleep.” Q "What of drink¬ 
ing fermented hquors?” "Doth not the prohibition sufiice thee in 
the Book of Almighty Allah, where He saith, 'Verily, wine and 
lots and images, and the divining arrows are an abomination, of 
Satan's work; therefore avoid them, that ye may prosper’?® And 
again, 'They will ask thee concerning w'ine and lots’: Answer, ‘In 
both there is great sin and also some things of use unco men; 
but their sinfulness is greater than their use.** Hence quoth the 
poet, 
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*0 bifabef of liquor, ut not ailumied • To drink what Allah forbade thee 
drain? 

Put it far frran thee and appr^di it not; • It brida what Allah forbade 
bane." 

And quoth another to the aame purport, 

T drank the sin dll my reason ded; * Ill drink that reason to leas mialed!' 

As for the advantages that be therein, it disperseth stone and 
gravel from the kidneys and streng^eneth the viscera and 
banisheth care, and moveth to generosity and prtserveth health 
and digestion; it conserveth the body, expelleth disease from the 
joints, purified the frame of corrupt humours, engendercth cheer¬ 
fulness, gladdeneth the heart of roan and keepeth up the natural 
heat: it contracteth the bladder, enforceth the liver and removeth 
obstructions, reddeneth the checks, deareth away maggots from 
the brain and deferreth grey hairs. In short, had not Allah (to 
whom be honour and gbryj) forbidden it,‘ there were not on ^e 
face of the earth aug^t ht to stand in its stead. As for gambling 
by lots, it is a game of hazard such as diceing, not of skill,” 
Q “What wine is best?" “That which is pressed from whim 
grapes and kept eighty days or more after fermentadon; it 
resembUth not water and indeed there is nothing on the surface 
of the earth hke unto it.” Q “What sayest thou of cupping?" 
“It is for blm who is over full of blood and who hath no defect 
therein; and whoso would be cupped, let it be duii^ the wane of 
the moon, on a day without doud, wind or rain, and on the 
seventeenth of die month. If it fall on a Tuesday, it will ^ the 
more efficacious, and nothing is more salutary for the brain and 

eyes and for dearing the intellect than cupping,”-And Shah- 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 


it t^e Jfour ©unhrrt) anh jfifrp^Hitth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsd enumerated the benefits of cupping, quoth the doctor. 
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"What is the best time for cupping?’'* * "One should be cupped ‘on 
the spittle,' that is, in the morning before eating, for diis lortifieth 
the wit and die memow. It is reported of the Prophet that, when 
anyone complained to him of a pain in the head or legs, he would 
bid him be cupped and after cupping not eat salt food, fasting, 
for it engendcreth scurvy; neither eat sour things as curded milk' 
immediately after cupping." Q "When is cupping to be avoided?" 
"On Sabbaths or Saturdays and Wednesdays; and let him who is 
cupped on these days blame none but himself. Moreover, one 
should not be cupped in very hot weather nor in very cold 
weather; and the b^t season for cupping is springtide." Quoth 
the doctor, "Now tell me of carnal copulation." Hereupon 
Tawaddud hung her head, for shame and confusion bd'ore the 
Caliph s majesty; then said, "By Allah, O Commander of the 
Faithful, it is not that I am at fault, but that I am ashamed; 
though, indeed, the answer is on the edge of my tongue." Said 
the Caliph; "Speak, O damsel," whereupon said she, "Copulation 
hath in it many and exceeding virtues and praiseworthy qualities, 
amongst which are, that it lighteneth a body full of black bile and 
calmeth the heat of love and induceth affection and dilateth the 
heart and dispdleth the sadness of soL'tude; and the excess of 
it is more harmful in summer and autumn than in spring and 
winter." Q "What are its good effects?" "It banisheth trouble 
and disquiet, calmeth love and wrath and is good for ulcers, 
especially in a cold and dry humour; on the o&er hand excess 
of it we^encth the sight and ergendereth pains in the legs and 
head and back; and beware, beware of carnal connection with dd 
women, for they are deadly. Quoth the Iman Ali’ (whose face 
Allah honour!), ‘Four things kill and ruin the body; entering the 
Hammam on a full stomach; eating salt food; copulation on a 
plethora of blood and lying with an ailing woman; for she will 
weaken thy strength and infect thy frame wdth sickness; and an 
old woman is deadly poison.' And quoth one of them, ‘Beware 
of taking an old woman to wife, though she be richer in hoards 
than Kar\m.‘ "* Q "What is the best copulation?" “If the woman 
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be tender of years, comely of shape, fair of face, swellmje of breast 
and of noble race, she will add to thee strength and health of body; 
and let her be even as saith a certain poet describing her. 

"Sedog thy looks wnts she what ihtw dcsirX • By inspkatiniij wants not 
wwi not siBn; 

And, when thou dost behold her rarest grace, • The chaims of eviery garden 
Canst decUae.'" 

Q “At what time is copulation good?” “If by mght, after food 
digested and if by day, after the morning Q 

the most excellent fruits?" ^‘Pomegranate and citron.'' Q “Which 
is the most excellent of vegetables?” “Endive.*” Q ‘ ^bich of 
sweet-scented flowers?" “Rose and Violet.’ Q “How is the 
seed of secreted?” “There is in man a vein which feedeth 
all the other veins. Now water is collected from the three hundred 
and sixty veins and, in the form of red blood, entemh the left 
testide, wrhere it is djecocted, by the heat of temperament inherent 
in the son of Adam, into a thick, white liquid, whose odour is as 
that of the palm-spathe." Q “What flying thing is it that emit' 
teth seed and menstruateth?” '“The flitter-mouse," that is the bat.' 
Q “What is that which, when confined and shut out from the 
air liveth, and when let out to smell the air dieth?” “Tlie fish.' 
Q “What serpent laycth eggs?" “The Su'ban or dragon.*" With 
this the physician waxed w'eary with much questioning, and held 
his peace, when Tawaddud said to the Caliph, “O Goromandcr of 
the Faithful, he hath questioned me till he is tired out and now 
I will ask him one question, which if he answer not, 1 will cake his 

doithes as bwful priie."-And Sbahrazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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Kl^en ii teas tfic Jfour Jl^unbrcli anb 

Sic contmued, It hath reached me, O au^icious King, that when 
the damsel said id the Commander ol the Faithful, "'Verily he hath 
questioned me till he is tired out, and now I will ask him one 
question, which if he answer not 1 w’ill take his clothes as lawful 
prize,” the Caliph cried, "Ask on." So quoth she to the physician, 
“What is that thing which resembleth the earda in roundness, 
whose resting'place and whose spine are hidden from men's eyes; 
little of price and estimation; nairo’w of chest and ahadded as to 
throat tMugh it be nor runaway slave nor pestilent thief; thrast 
through and through, though not in fray, and wounded, though 
not in fight: time eatech its vigour and water wasteth it away; now 
it is beaten without blemish, and then made to serve without stint; 
united after separation; eubtuissive, but not to him who caresseth 
it; pregnant without child in bdly; drooping, yet not leaning on its 
side; becoming dirt}' yet purifjdng itself; cleaving to its fere, 
yet changing; copulating without a yard, wrestling without arms: 
resting and taking its ease; bitten, yet not crying out; now more 
CDUipmsant than a cup'oompanion and then more trouhlcsome 
than summeT'heat; leaving its mate by night and embracing her 
by day and having its abode in the comers of the mansions of the 
noble?" The physician was silent awhile in perplexity and his 
colour changed and he bowed his head and made no reply; w'her^ 
upon she said to him, "Hb, sir doctor, speak or doff dress. 
At this, he rose and said, "O Coinmander of the Faichtul, bc^ 
witness against me that this damsel is more learned than I in 
medicine and w'hat else, and that 1 cannot cope with her. And 
he put off his clothes and fled forth, Quoth the Caliph to Tawad' 
dud, "Rcc U 3 thy riddle," and she replied, O Commander of 
the Faithful, it is the button and the button'loopd —Then she 
undertook the astronomers and said, "Let him of you who is ^ 
astronomer rise and come forward." So the astronoiner advanced 
and sat down before her; and, when she saw him, she laughed and 
said, "Art thou the astronomer, the raathemaddan. the scribe? 
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'"Yes," answered lie. Quoth she, ""Ask of what thou wilt: success 
resteth with Allah .” So he said, '"Tell me of the sun and its rising 
and setting?” And she replied: "Know that the sun riseth 
from the shadows b the Eastern hemisphere and setteth m the 
shadows of the Western, and each hemisphere compriseth one 
hundred and eighty degrees. Quoth Allah Almighty, ‘1 swear by 
the Lord of the East and of t^ West,’^ And again, ‘He it Is 
who hath ordained the sun to shine by day, and the moon for a 
light by night; and hath appointed her station that ye might 
know the number of years and the oomputadon of dme.'’ Ibie 
moon is Sultan of the night and the sun Sultan of the day, and 
they vie with each other in their courses and follow W'ithout over- 
taking each other. Quoth Almighty Allah, ‘It is not expedient 
that the sun overtake the moon in her conrse; neither doth the 
ni^t outstrip the day, but each of these luminaries moveth in 
a peculiar orbit.’ Q "When the day cometh, what becometh of 
the night; and what of the day, when the night cometh?" ‘"He 
causeth the night to enter in upon the day, and He causedi the 
day to enter in upon the night.* *’* Q “Enumerate to me the man¬ 
sions of the m(xjn?'"® “They number dght-and-twenty, to wit, 
Sharat^, Butayn, Surayi, Dabar^, Hak’ah, Han'ah, Zira'a, 
Nasrah, Tarf, Jabhah, Zubrah, Sarfah, 'Awwa, Sim^, Ghafar, 
Zub^, Iklil, Kalb, Shaulah, Na‘am, Baldah, Saad al-Zibih, 
Sa’ad d'Bul'a, Sa’ad al-Su’ud, Sa'ad al-Akhbiyah, Eargh the 
Former and Fargb the Latter; and Rish^, They arc disposed 
in the order of the letters of the Ahjad-hawwax or older dpha-- 


* KaTwn 40; xe the dupber folkfcwinfi, ISt 

* X. [he referi^ u the hiA- 

* K«tn auxrL 40. 

* Kfinm ul. 60. 

■ Arsht thae drethe Hindu ‘*Nik*ltarri"s ext-nnvelf %acd In 

even bj EaTop«m tniconxiwuly: lltu* ihcy will sp&f^ of ihr EkphAntinit-JDunii widiemt 
knoviiif juiytlung of the knxr mAmjan w tallolr The namt^ in [be text mk succflnvdy 
Sha.rAti.nvtwo bnntf df the Ram; {V die Hain'A bcUy^ PJ the Plgrifim; [4) Aidebaranj 
{Si three itan in Orion't hnd; (6) ditto m Orlnn^i shciulJcr; (71 two atm above the 
Twiiu; P) Unn'i noK irvd Ent stimittcr (9) Ue^iV ere; |LD) LinnV ibreJicad^ 

{ID licn'i mine; (11) Lion'i hearc; {ll> the Da^, two iron]fi Virgti;(14)SpltnVir^U; 
{IS) foot of Virgo; (16) homt of Scorpio; l\T} chc Cmwn; (II) he-ait of Scorpio; (19) tiJL 
qfSeorpb; pO}Atmn in Peg aw; (11) where no ci^tietflknon ippe&rv; (23) the Slitd^hrer- 
lndEii (2S> Glutton** ludt \ (14) Luck of Lucki, sfare In Aqyadui; (25) Lock of Tena^ 
Kira in Aqua^; (26) the forc-!ip or Apoqtof Um; (27) hind Upof Um; aai! (28) in niTd 
cf Fjjb'i bdly (Bim cif thcic 21, to cadi of the ftmt acwos 7 ire 41ott«i 



Abu al-Husn and his Siave-Giri, 229 

bct»* according to tlidr numencal power, and in them are secret 
virtues which none knowetb save Allah (extolled and exalted 
be Hcl) and the stabUshed in science. They are divided among 
the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, two Mansions and a third of a 
Mansion to each Sign. Thus Sharatan, Butayn and one^tl^d 
of Snraya, Wong to Aries, the other two-thirth of Suray^ 
Dabaran and two-thirds of Hak'ah to Taurus, the other third of 
Hak'ah, Han ah and Zira'a to Gemini; Nasrah, Tarf and a third 
of Jabhah to Ginoer, the ocher two-thirds of Jahhah, Zuhrah and 
twodairds of Sarfah to Leo; the other third of Sarfah, 
and Sioiak to Virgo; Ghafar, Zubani and cne-third of Ikm to 
Libra; the other two-thirds of 1km. Kalb and two-thirds of 
Shautah to Scorpio; the other third of Shaulah, Naaim and 
Baldah to Sagittarius; Sa'ad al-Zabih, Saad al-Bula and on^ 
third of Sa’ad al-Su'ud to Capricorn, the other two-thirds of 
Sa’ad al'Su’ud, Sa'ad al-Akhbiyah and two-thirds of Fargh ^ 
Former to Aquarius, the other third of Fargh the Former, Fargh 

the Latter and Rifihaa to Pisces."- And Shahraiad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


Htben it taiatf Ifre 19^untrreb anh jfiCtpfifth 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when dw 
damsel enurncrated the ManBions 3nd distributed them into 
Signs^ the astronomer ‘Thou hast replied &nght' now 
me of the planets and thdr natures^ also of their sojourn in the 
Zodiacal Signs, their aspects, auspicious and sinistCT, their house^ 
ascendants and descendants.'^ She answered. The sitting is 
narrow for so targe a matter^ but 1 will say as much as I can* 
Now the planets number : which are> the Sun, the Mmh, 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. The Sun^ hot^d^t 
ter in conjunction, favourable in opposition, abidech thirty days 
in each Sign. The Moon, cold'-moist and favourable of 
tarrieth in each Sign two days and a third of another 
Mercury is of a mised nature, favourable in conjunction ^th 
the favourable, and sinister in conjunetton with the smister 
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aspects, and abideth in each sign seventeen days and a half 
day. Venus, temperate and favourable, abideth in each sign 
hve-antbewenty days. Mars is sinister and woneth m each sign 
ten months. Jupiter is auspicious and abideth m each si^ a 
year. Saturn, cold'dry and sinister, tairieth in each sign thirt)' 
months. The house of the Sun is Leo, her ascendant is Aries, 
and her descendant Aquarius. The Moon^s house is Cancer, 
his ascendant Taurus, his descendant Scorpio and his sinister 
aspect Capricorn. Saturn's house is Gaprioom-'Aquarius, his 
ascendant Libra, his descendant Aries and his sinister aspects 
Cancer and Leo. jupit^'s house is Pisces'Sagittaiius, his ascend" 
ant Cancer, his descendant Capricorn and his sinister aspects 
Gemini and Leo, Venus’s house is Taurus, her ascendant Pisces, 
her descendant Lih^ and her sinister aspects Aries and Scorpio. 
Mercur^*'s house is Gemini-Virgo, his ascendant Virgo, hU 
descendant Pisces, and his sinister aspect Taurus. Mars' house 
is Aiies^Scorpio, his ascendant Capricorn, his descendant 
Cancer and ms fiinister aspect Libra,'* Now when the astrono" 
met saw her acuteness and compiehensive learning and heard 
her fair answers, he bethought him for a sleight to confound her 
before the Commander of the Faithful, and said to her, "O 
damsel, tell me, will rain fall this month?” At this she bowed her 
head and pondered so bng, that the Caliph thought her at a loss 
for an answer and the astronomEr said to her, "Why dost thou 
not speak?” Quoth she. "1 will not speak except the Commander 
of the Faithful ^’e me leave,” So die Caliph laughed and said, 
"How so?" Cried she, “I would have thee give me a sword, that 
I may sti^e off ^ bead, for he is an Infidel, an Agnostic, an 
Atheist,’” At this, Inud bughed the Caliph and those about him 
laughed, and die continued, "O astiononier, there are ffve things 
that none knoweth save Allah Almighty;" and she repeated the 
vereet; ” ‘Aye! Allah!—with Him is the knowledge of the hour 
and He causeth the rain to descend at His own appointed time 
—and He knoweth what is in the wombs of females—but no 
soul knoweth what it shall have gotten on the morrow; neither 
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wotteth any aoul in what land it shall die: Verily Allah is know¬ 
ing, infonned of alL"* *’ Qauth the astronomer, “Thou hast said 
weH, and I, by Allah, thought onl^ to try thee." Rejoined she, 
“Know that the ahnanack-makcrs have certain signs and tokens, 
referring to the planets and constellations relative to the coming in 
of the year; and folk have learned something hy esperienoe." Q 
“What be that?" “Each clay hath a planet that rtileth it: so if the 
£rst day in the year fall on Fii^t Day (Siunday) that day is the 
Sun's and this portendeth (though Allah alone is AU^knowing!) 
oppression of Idn^ and sultans and ^vemors and much miasma 
and lack of rain; and that people wilt be in great tumult and the 
grain-crop will be good, except lentils, which w'ill perisb, and the 
vines will rot and flax wdl be dear and wheat cheap from the begin¬ 
ning of Tubah to the end of Bannahat,* And. in this year there 
wm be much fightmg among kings, and there shall he great plenty 
of good in this year, but Allah is AU-knowing!" Q “What if the 
first day fall on Second Day (Monday)?" “^at day belongeth to 
the Moon and portendeth righteousness in administrators and offi¬ 
cials and that it will be a year of much tain and grain-crops will be 
good, but linseed will detiy and wheat will be cheap in the month 
Kiyahk;* also the plague will rage and the sheep and goats 
will die, grapes wiU be plentiful and honey scarce and coton 

cheap; and Allah is omniscient!"-And Shahraaad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


IBhrn it teas the Jfout ^uttbrcli anb jfiftp-flixrti 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsel ended her notice of Second Day the astronomer said to 
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her “Now tell me what will occur if New Year’s day fall on Third 
Day (Tuesday).” She replied, "That ts Mars’ day and portendctb 
death of great men and much destruction and deluge of blood 
and dearness of grain; lack of rain and scarcity of hsh, which will 
anon be in eitcess and anon fail Lentils and honey in this year 
will be cheap and linseed dear and only barley will thrive, to the 
exception of aU other cereals r great w'ill be the fighting among 
kings and death will be in the blood and there will be much mOT-* 
taljQf among asses.” Q "What if it fall on Fourth Day?” “That 
is Mercury's day and portendeth great tumult among the folk and 
much enmity and, though rains be moderate, rotting of some of 
the green crops; also that there will be sore mormlity among 
cattle and young children and much hating by sea; that wheat 
wiQ be dear from Barmudah to Misra‘ and other grains cheap; 
thunder and lightning will abound and honey will t« dear, palm- 
trees iwill thrive and bear abundantly and flax and cotton will he 
plentiful, while radishes and onions will be dear; but Allah is 
All'knDwingl" Q “What if it fall on Fifth Day7“ "That is 
Jupiter's day and portendeth equity in Waairs and righteousness 
in Kaais and Fakirs and the MinLsters of religion; and that good 
will be plentiful: rains and fruit and trees and grain wiU abound, 
and cotton, honey, grapes and fish be cheap; and Allah la 
Omniscient!" Q '^What if it fall on Meeting Day or Friday?" 
“That day appertaincth to Venus and portendeth oppression in 
the chiefs of the Jinn and talk of forgery and back'biting; there w'iU 
be much dew; the autumn crops will be good in the land and there 
will be cheapness in one tewn and not in another; ungraciousness 
will be rife by land and sea ; linseed will be dear, also wheat, in 
Hatur, but cheap in Amshir; honey will be dear and gmpes and 
waternnclons wiU rot; and Allah is Omniscient!" Q “What if it 
fall on the Sabbath (Saturday)?” "That is Saturn's day and por- 
tendeth the preferment of slaves and Greeks and those in whom 
there is no good, neither in their ndghbourhciod; there will be 
great drought and dearth; clouds will abound and death will be 
rife among the sons of Adam and woe to the people of Egypt and 
Syria from the oppression of die Sultan and failure of blessing 
upon the green crops and rotting of grain; and Allah is All- 
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knowing!"' Now with this, astronomer hung his head very 
low, and she said to him, "O astronomer, I will ask thee one ques' 
tion, which if thou answer not, I will cake thy doches." 
replied he. Quoth she, “Wliere is Saturn’s dweHing-pkee?"; and 
he answered, “In the seventh heaven." Q “And that of Jupi¬ 
ter?" “In the sixth heaven." Q “And that of hlaia?" “In die 
ilftb heaven." Q "And that.of the Sun?" "In the fourth heaven." 
Q “And that of Venusr’ ""In the third heaven." Q "And that of 
Mercury?" “In the second heaven." Q “And that of the hloon? 
“In the first heaven." Quoth she, “Well answered; but I have one 
more question to ask thee;” and quoth he, "Ask!” Accordingly 
she said, "Now tell me concerning the stars, into how many 
parts are they dh’ided," But he was silent and answer^ nothing; 
and she cried to him, "Put off thy dothes," So he doffed diem 
and she took them; after which c^ Caliph said to her, “TeU 
the answer to thy question." She replied : “O Commander of the 
Faithful, the stars are divided into three parts, whereof one-third 
is hung in the sky of the earth,’ as it were lamps, to ^Ve light to 
the earth, and a part is used to shoot che demons withal, when 
they draw near by stealth to listen to the talk in heaven. Quoth 
AUdi Almighty. 'Verily, we have dight the sky of the earth with 
the adornment of the stars; and have appoint^ them for projoC' 
tiles against every rebellious Satan.'* And the third part is hung 
in air to illuminate the seas and give light to what is therein. 
Quoth the astronomer, “1 have one more question to ash, which if 
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she answer, 1 will avow myscll beaten/' "Say oti," answered she. 

-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

iicr permitted say. 


tt \aai l^untirth atih Jffftp'tfebentti 

She continued, It hath reached me, O auspicious K^g, that the 
astronomer said, "Now tdl me what four contraries are based 
upon other four contrariesr' Replied she, "The four qualities 
01 Caloric and Frigoric, Hvimidity and Siedty; for 0 / heat Allah 
created hre, whose nature is hot'dry; of dryness earth, which is 
cold'dry: of cold, water which is cold'wet; of moisture, air, which 
is bot'wet. Moreover, He created twelve Signs of the Zodiac, 
Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, 
Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces; and appointed them 
of the four humours; three fiery, Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius; three 
earthly, Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn; three airy, Gemini, Libra 
and Aquarius; and three watery. Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces." 
Hereupon the astronomer rose, and saying, “Bear witness against 
me that she is more learned than 1," away he went beaten. Then 
quoth the Caliph, “Where is the philosopher*?"; at which one 
rose hastily ana came forward and said to Tawaddud, "What is 
Time and what be its limits, and its days, and what things bring' 
eth it?" Replied she, ‘Time is a term applied to the hours of the 
night and day, w'hich are but the measures of the courses of the 
sun and moon in their several heavens, even as Allah Almighty 
telleth us when he saith, 'A sign to them also is the Night, from 
whi<^ we strip off the day, and lo! they are plunged in darkness, 
and the Sun runneth to her place of rest: mis is the ordinance 
of the Sublime, the All-knowing.' "* Q “How cometh unbelief to 
the son of Adam?" “It is reported of the Apostle (whom Allah 
bless and preservel) that he said, 'Unbelief in a man runneth as 
the blood runneth in his veins, when he revileth the world and 
Time and night and the Hour/ And again, 'Let none of you 
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revile Time, for Time is God; neither revile the world, for she 
saith, ‘May Allah not aid him who levileth me!;’ neither revile the 
hour, far, ‘The Hour is surely coming, there is no doubt thereof 
ndiher revile the earth, for it is a portent, according to the saying 
of the Most High, ‘Out of the ground have wc creai^ you, and 
into the gme will we cause you to return, and we will bring you 
forth yet thence another time.’ Q " What are the five that ate 
and drank, yet came not out of bins nor womb?” “Adam and 
Simeon’ and Salih s she'camd* * and Ishmael's ram and the bird 
that Abu Bair die Truth'teller saw in the cave.’” Q “Tell me of 
five that are in Paradise and are neither humans, Jinna nor 
angels?” ’‘Jacob's wolf and the Seven Sleepers* dog and Esdras’s 
ana and Salih s camel and Duldvil the mule of the Prophet (upon 
whom be bless ing s and peace!).” Q “What man prayed a prayer 
neither on earth nor in heaven?” “Solomon, when he prayed on 
his carpet, home by the wind.” Q “Rce me this riddle:-—man 
onre looked at a h^dmaid during dawn'prayer, and she was un¬ 
lawful to him; but, at noonday she became lawful to him: by 
mid aftemoon, she was again unlawful, but at sundown, she was 
lawful to him; at supper time she was a third time unlaw^ but 
by daybreak, ^e became once more lawful to him. This was a 
man who looked at another's slave-girl in the morning, and she 
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was then unlawful to him; but at midday he bought her, and she 
became lawful to him; at mid'afteriioon he freed her, and she 
became unlawful to him; but at sundown he married her and she 
was again lawful to him. At nightfall lie divorced her and 
she was then a third time unlawfm to him; but, next morning 
at daybreak, he took her back, and she became once more lawftd 
to Judl'" Q “Tell me what tomb went about with him that lay 
buried therein?^* “Jonah's whale, w'hen it had swallowed him." 
Q VVhat spot of lowland is it, upon which the sun shone n neg, 
but will never again shine till Judgment-Day?" bottom of 
the Red Sea, when Moses smote it with his staff, and the sea 
clave asunder in twelve places, according to the number of the 
tribes;* then the sun shone On the boctotn and will do so never’ 

more until judgmCTit'Day.”--And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


i^llitiT it ttias the jFouc and jfiHp-ctghth 


She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
philo^pher then addressed the damsel saying, “What was the 
first skirt that trailed over the face of the earth?" She tepliei 
“That of Hagar, out of shame before Sarah; and it became a 
emtom among the Arabs." Q “What is that which breatheth 
without life? ^ Quoth Almighty AUah^ *By the morning whm 
it breathtfth! " Q Ree this riddle:’—A number of pigeons 
came to a high tree and lighted, some on the tree and others 
under it. Said those on the tree to dit^e on the ground, ‘If one 
of you come up to us, ye will be a third part of us all in numbi; 
and if one of us descend to you, we shall be like unto you in 
number.* How many pigeons were there in all?” ‘Twelve: seven 
alighted on the tna* and five beneath: and, if one go up, those 
above would be eight to four; and, if one go down, both would be 
SIX and Allah is all-knowing With this the philosopher put 


‘■nrr Arab ifc t«,t jrith thr moder^Mpn of the Hebre. minde, 

and have a!] rniiracr of ibsurditin (^lerimage li, 28S,) 

iJ 'V the mtauittg when h eppemthr and the wnrf 

■?TT' rhi« n|eemnf. Str. {todwcll prefcn, "By the 4j«wn when it dan *m*j 

tne aiTKficSi bf lb Urniit, 

’ ^ Moeteme an: ehiniMIr Ignotent nf erithmtiie emi Mpsmzndf «ni«w niMier 
1^ Hme in fcgypt ther used Cnpt# for eolcutirins.machinei and iurthcr Eui H^ndda. 
The nnJdeit niuntrica; puxile, like the i* wre et 
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off his clothes and Bed; whereupon the next contest took place, 
for fibe turned to the Oleraa present and said, “Which of you is 
the rhetorician that can discourse of all arts and sdencesr' 
There came forward a sage hight Ibrahim bin Siyyur and said 
to her, "Think me not like the rest." Quoth she, “It is the more 
assured to me that thou wilt be beaten, for that thou art a boaster; 
and Allah will help me to victory over thee, that I may strip thee 
of thy clothes. So, if thou sentest one to fetch thee where- 
withal to cover chysdf, 'twouid be well for thee." Cried he, "By 
Allah, 1 will assuredly conquer thee and make thee a byword 
among the peoples, generation after generation!" Rejoined she, 
"Do penance in advance for thy broken oath." Then he asked, 
"What five things did Allah create before he made man?”; and 
she answered, "Water and earth and light and darkness and the 
fruits of the earth," Q "What did Allah create w'ith the hand 
of omnipotence?" ‘The 'Arsh, throne of God or the empyreal 
heavm and the tree Tuba’ and Adam and the garden of Eden; 
these Allah created with the hand of His omnipotence; but to all 
other created things He said, 'Be,‘—and die>' were." Q “Who is 
thy father in AITslara?" “Mohammed, whom Allab bless and 
preserve!” Q “Who was the father in Al-Islam of Mohammed?” 
“Ah raham , the Friend of God," Q “What is the Faith of AJ- 
Islam?" “The professing that there is no god but die God and 
that Mohammed is the apostle of God," Q “Wliat is tliy first 
and thy last?" "My first is man's seed in the shape of foul 
water and my last ^thy (arrion: the first of me is dust and the 
last of me is dust. Quoth the poet, 

‘Of duit was 1 creiied. and man did i bectsme, • In quesdwi ever rodjf and 
aye fivumr in reply. 

Then, 1 unto the dust return'd, became of it a^in, * Fw that, in very deed, 
of dust at first create was L* 

He continued, *What thing was it, whose first state was wood and 


» The pirailiKaJ trte which lupirficil every want, MnhammEtl hemwed it from 
Chriediu uL 10-11 iitJ ssii, 1-2) who placed in their parMUK the Tree of life 
which henn twelve aont of fruits and le/vc* of bcalinj vittue, f See alio tHeSrdhoeJteif 
Hermat, Kit Similitudes.) The Hehtewt borrow ed i t fftim ihaPersians. AnroogictKelHiti- 
dm it ippesta si "KdpsviiJMha s'* inwnjpE the Scinaitiaviatit u VEBdrssil, Thr canuc* 
reader will toniulc Mr, Jiroet Fergumn't Leinud woth, 'Tree jwd Serpcai Wanhip," etc. 
Loiuloq^ 
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its last life?'* * “Moses* staff,* when he cast it on the valley'ground 
and it became, by pennissioa of Allah, a writhing serpent/' 
Q “What is the meaning of tlic word of the Ltird, 'And 1 have 
other occasion for it?' ***^ "Ke, Moses, was wont to plant his staff 
in the ground, and it would flower and fruit and shade him from 
the heat and hxim the oold. Moreover, it would carry lum when 
he was weary, and whilst he slept, guard his sheep from lions and 
wild beasts.*' Q “What woraan was bom of a man alone and 
what man of a woman alone?” “Eve of Adam and Jesus of 
Mary.*" O ‘Tdl me of the four ilres, what fire eateth and 
drinketh; what tire eateth but diiaketh not; what £re drinketh 
but eateth not and what other neither eateth nor drinketh?" 
“The fire of the world eateth hut drinketh not: the fire which, 
eateth and drinketh is Hell'fire; the fire of the sun drinketh but 
eateth not, and the fire of the moon neither eateth nor drinketh/* 
Q “Which is the open door and which the shut?” “The Tradi' 
cional Ordinances are the open door, the Koranic the shut door/* 
Q “Of what doth the poet speak, when he saith, 

‘And dwctlcr hi the tomb whose food is 2£ his head, • When lie eateth of 
that Hioit, of words he waxeth fain; 


* bccoma iniongst Moilemt (Kortn vu. 110) SraJF; the ww beittff 

thit A |cFp-m49t (PSlgTimsig^c i. JOP, J0| tn Koran xx. 18* 19^ wc IIqcI a notice of la 
UKff ^ ind dunstg the MfJdJc Agca it reappeared in the Stntf nf Wjunba lhe Gocfa fA_D>672- 
4/$0 ); the ^ex:K'$ brwnuitick Wit iix dcTrejopmcru, 

* Chnit.fliir tht Eutyebinni, luii unljr ooc Eia£ure.,ihe divine;» he wax ondiled in cfngy* 

* Jotti ii compared with Msm in the Koran (chjtpt. uij: hk tidea are KiJ£mu 'liah 

{w^ df Gnd) be^^xLiic cngeTukroJ witlvnut a lithca^* amj Riiiiu 'lEflh (breach of Cod) 
betaine ewiedved by Gabrld In the shape of a bcauiifui youth breathing inm the 
TdIvA. Hence bebeve In a "miraciikHia conecpdon'^ and ranaeniucatlr dereraiine 

tiui oat m coaedvej wnA, like KUAt and Khiir^ fttrt subject tn deatlit fhey tiao bob! him 
bom iTte fram “cniginat tin” £a Jtiosi sinful wpendtion), m veil being pWed befote tlm 
Virgin and Child sgsinat rJic Evil One wba eoold nor touch them. He spoke when a bnbrtn 
cradle; he prtformsjd mirafld of phyxie: he w« taken ttp to Heaven rhe wiEE appear t$ the 
(nermnner of MohnmmEd on the White Tower of DamssciUp and firtilEv he wid be buried 
St Al M^litiab The Jewi on the other hand ifhnik of htm u **thai manrhey tiold ihai 
he WMi bcgorcen by Jnieph during the menarnisJ pcfind and rherefruv a bom tnagidiiii. 
Mnrroifcr hff batned the iShnin ha^maphraxh or ^omcn cetragrafiuntion. wrote It on 
parchment and p!nted it in sn incblon in hh thigh, which ebted up on ihe Namr being 
j^nojied i Buxtorf, Ux Taittmd. 15-11), Orher dttdii are given Ijs the Tnldoih Jew 
fHmwi JoshuM NsaifMil]. Thia note ihonld be nwd by rhe cminmr EngEsb liirdrateur 
who a fact, well known to Lodte ami Cadyle. that '"Mtdwjnmalaiii are Qriik 

□anx. So they ate add something menv. 
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He rueth and he walketh an<l he talketh without tongue; * * And letumeth to 
the tai»b v^hcrc his kith kin ^irc bin. 

No Itviog wight is he, yet jin honour be abides; * Nor ikid yet he dcserveth 
lJuc Allah him assain *"" 

Sht replied, ""The reed'-pen Quoth he ^''What doth the po^ 
refer to in these verses. 

Two vesta in one ‘ blood Bowing easiest wise; ^ Rosy red cars and mouth 
wide open lies; 

It hath a coi-Eke form, ia belly pecks • And^ tf you price ii, half a dirham 
buys,’ ’’ 

She replied, "The ink^case.” Quoth he, *'And m tbese^ 

*fIo ?ay to men of wisdom, wit ami lore * To sapi^mc* reverend, clever coun' 
sdlorj 

Tell me what wis't you saw that bird bong forth • When wandermg Arab^ 
land and Ajam o*er? 

No fleah jt beareth and it hath no blood* ^ Nor down nor any feathers e er it 
wore. 

Tiii eaten cooked and ^ki* 'cis caren cold; * Tis ratrn buried ’neath (he 
that ruar: 

It ehoweth twofold Lidotits, silver ufhite * And yellow bnghcer than pure 
golden ore: 

Tts not seen living oc we com^ it dead: * So tee my riddle rich in tnarvn' 

She replied, 'Thou makest longsome the que^mng aneut an 
egg wordi a mite/* Q "'And this?, 

"I waved to and fro and he waved to and fro, * With a raoaon so pleasant. 

now fast and now slow; _ ^ 

And at last he fUJnk down on my bosm of mow; * ^Your lover friend? 

“7Si0 /nend, my said she, Q “How many words did 

Allah speak to Moses?’' is related of the Apostle that m 
said, 'God spoke to Moses fifteen hundred and fifteen w^oidsp 
Q 'Tell me of fourteen things that speak to the Lord of the 
Worlds?'’ "The seven heavens and the seven earths, when they 

^We come obedient to Thy command.' -And Shahra&d 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


»Tn the Kaljinid^n, or penncWp ri m Ittdc inkttiinil of meE»i occup^ln# the tap ^ iht 
long, onmw bur. 

* A fair spericoen of the ridilic kiBCiii^n ns the "jurpriie." 

* Kmn xli, 10. 
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Ifiljen tl ij)(LS t1]£ Jfaur ^Tintice& anb ilistit. 

She said, Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsd made the answer, the philosopher continued, “Teli me of 
Adam and how he was first created?” and she said, **AlIah 
created Adam of day; the clay He made of foam and the foam 
of the sea, the sea of darkness, darkness of light, light of a fish, 
the fish of a rock, the rock of a ruby, the ruby of water, and 
the water He created by His Omnipotence according to His 
saying (exalted be His nameJ), *His commandment when He 
willeth aught, b but to say, BE,—and IT IS.' Q “What is 
meant by the poet in these verses, 

‘And eater tadlurg mouth, and even maw; * Yet tre^ aad bcafits to it are 
daily bread; 

Well fed it diti'cea aitd thevn a lively life, * But mve it water and you do 
it deadr 

‘This,” quoth she, “b Fire." "And m these," he asked, 

"Two lovers haned from every joy and bliss, • Who through the livEloog 
night embrecing tie: 

They guard the folk ftonj all calamities, • But with the rifling aun apart they 
Ayr 

She answered, "The leaves of a door," Quoth he, "Tell me of 
the gates of Gehenna?” Quoth abe, "They are seven in number 
and thdr munes are comprised m these two couplets, 

‘Jihannam, o«ct Lata, and thitd Katim; • Then count Sa'ir and Safcar eke. 
fivc’fold, 

Siath cotnea Jahitn and Hiwiyih the seventh; • Hein are wyen Helig in four 
lines briefly told.* '* 

Quoth he "To what doth the poet refer when he saith. 

"She wears a pair of ringlets long let down * Behind her, as she caniH and 
goes at speed. 

And eye that never list® of deep nor sheds * A tear, for ne’er a drap it hath 
aC nted; 

That never dJ life w,x5rc ^tuEch of dochea; * Vec robe* m^iakhid in evtiy- 
mode of weed?" ** 


* Kjitaii JtUVt. 12- 
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Quoch she, "A needle." Q "What is the len^ and what die 
breadth of the bridge Al'Siiat?" “Its length is thiee thousand 
years* journey, a thousand in descent and a thousand in ascent 
and a thousand level: it is sharper than a sword and finer than a 

hair,"-And Shahmtad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 


i&lltn it teas tt}e ^our ^unhreb anb Sixtieth i^iglit. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsel had described to bin AJ'Sirat, the p^osepher said, 
"Inform me how many intercessions with Allah hath the Pro- 
phet for each soul?”* “Thiee," Q *''\Vas Abu Bakr the first 
who embra<^ AJ'Islara?” “Yes.” Q "Yet Ali became a Moslem 
before him?" "Ali came to the Prophet, when he was a boy of 
seven years old, for Allah vouchsafed him knowledge of the way 
of saK-ation in his tender youth, so that he never prostrated hun- 
self to idols." Quoth he, "Tell me which is die more excdlent, 
Ah or Abb^?** Now she knew* that, in propounding thk question, 
Ibrahim was laying a trap for her; for if she said, ‘’Ali is more 
excellent than Abbas," she would lack excuse with the Caliph for 
undervaluing his ancestor; so she bowed ber head awhile, now 
reddening, then paling, and lasdy said, "Thou askest me of two 
excellent men, each having his own cxceBcnce. Let us return to 
what we were about." When the Caliph Harun aj'Rashid heard 
her, he stood up and said, “Thou hast spoken well, by the Lord of 
the Ka’ahah, O Tawaddud!** Then quoth Ibrahim the rhetorician, 
"What meaneth the poet when he saith, 

"Stim-wasted one. wliow taste u sweetest-sweet, • Likm a Lance whensn no 
head we scan: 

And all the lieges find it wtirk them tvEal,*&len of afternoon in Rama jati * ** 
She answered, "The sugar'cane:" and be said, “Tell me of many 


‘ Here we cnier upjij a ^cs of d(x[iuied pnnta. T>«e WqJihdlbtt deny ihc inecrcrsdou 
€/ the Apoftlti (Filgniiiit^eij. 76-77). llie place Ali fucit in m Mn|nHTvna*d 

and tliETT h a Mct fAEi-llAhi) whlcls hdievu fiim to be an Avaiar ot IncsmatiaTL of thr 
Deiif. \-ar the tatter tht curkms reader wiU ctinaalr the ^^Dabiitan+‘'* u. 4SL Tlvc 
Ktjran by mmnf oontraJictioni teetiu to ilkow tbxt Mobunmed tKSSt ccolfl fnako up 
bii own inuid on the aubjeer, rhinking hrmieLf at timea an intcrccaaor and then ihaiply 
denying all Intextsiaiiio^ 
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thmgs." Asked she, “What are they?” and he said, '’'What is 
sweeter than honey; what is sharper than the sword; what is 
swifter than poison; what ts the delight of a moment and what 
the contentment of three days; what is the pleasantest of days; 
what is the joy of a week; what is that debt the worst debtor 
denieth not; what is the prison of the tomb; what is the joy of 
the hean; what is the snare of the soul; what is death-in-life; 
what is the disease that nmy not be healed; what ts the shame 
that may not be wiped off; what ts the beast that woneth not in 
culd\'atcd ffeids, but lodgeth in waste plaoes and hateth the sons 
of Adam and bath in him somewhat of the make of seven strong 
and violent beasts?” Quoth she, “Eiear what 1 flbn1| say in 
reply: then put off thy dothes, that I may explain to thee;” 
and the Caliph said, “Expound, and he shall doff his dothes.” ^ 
she «id, ”Now' that, which is sweeter than honey, is the love of 
pious children to thdr two parents; that, w hich is sharper than 
the sword, is the tongue; that, which is swifter than poison, is the 
Envicr's eye; the delight of a moment is carnal copulation and 
the contentment of three days is the depilatoiy for women; the 
pleasantest of days is chat of pro^t on merchandise; the joy of a 
week is the bride; the debt, which the worst debtor denleth not, is 
death; the prison of the tomb is a bad son; the joy of the heart 
is a woman obedient to her husband (and it is said also that, when 
fle&hmeac dcsccndeth upon the heart, it rcjoiceth therein); the 
snare of the soul is a disobedient stave; deatb'in'Iife is poverty; 
the disease that may not be healed is an ill'nature, and the ihame 
chat may not be wiped away is an ill daughter; lastly, the beast 
that woneth not in cultivated fields, but lodgeth in waste places 
and hateth the sons of Adam and hath in somewhat of the 
make of seven strong and violmt beasts, is the locust, whose he;id 
is as the head of a horse, its neck as the neck of the bull, its wings 
as the wings of the vulture, its feet as the feet of the camel, its tail 
^ the tail of the sequent, its belly as the belly of the scorpion and 
its horns as the homs of the garelle.” The Caliph was astounded 
at her auickness and understanding, and said to the rhetorician, 
“Doff tny clothes." So he rose up and cried, “1 call all who are 
present in this assembly to witness that she is more learned than 
I and every other teamed man." And he put off his clothes and 
gave them to her, saying, “Tdre them and may Allah not bless 
^etn to thee?” So the Chliph ordered him fresh clothes and said, 
“O Tawaddud, there is one thing left of that for which thou didst 
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engage, namely, che^." And he sent for experts of chess and 
cards^ and trictrac. The chess-player sat down before her, and 
they set the pieces, and he moved and she moved; but, eve^ move 

he made she speedily countered,-^And Shahmad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


it hiaif ifouT ^ntnhrch anh ^ixtp-first i^isfit, 

bhfi said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
damsel was playing chess with the expert in presence of the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful, Harun al-Rashid, whatever move he made 
w'as speedily countered by her, till she beat him and he found him- 
self checkmated. Quoth he, “1 did but lead thee on, that thou 
mightest think thyself skilful: but set up again, and thou shalt 
see/* * So they pbced the pieces a second time, W'hen he said in 
himself, ‘*Open thine eyes or she will beat thee.” And he tell to 
moving no piece, save after calculation, and ceased not to play, till 
she said, “Thy King is dead!—Checkmate/' WTien he saw this 
he was conifounded at her quickness and understanding; but she 
laughed and said, “O professor, 1 will make a wager with thee on 
this t^d game. 1 give thee the queen and the right-hand 
castle and the left-hand kmght; if thou beat me, take my clothes, 
and if 1 beat thee, I will take thy clothes/* Replied he, “1 agree 
to this;** and they replaced the pieces, she removing queen, castle 
and knight." Then said she, “Move, O master/* So he moved, 
saying to himself, ”I cannot hut beat her. with such odds,” and 
planned a combination; but, behold, she moved on, little by little , 
till she made one of her pawns* a queen and pushing up to h im 


^Tianjifjih**-a pB,ik mf card*; ramipccd from the Persbu Wo 

kiurw UrtJe concerolngf the dare m of^n of thi* g^amc in thi: whm the padu m 

quitr unlike nuii. 

*Ts h ■micmtinff m compare ici^csant wiUi the jBcudo Ovid and with Tale clicvl. 
xn GtatsL the gome of %U Sdiacarimu ii ih^ i^hess-boanL Rochui (toemu, 

etCi} ift not front the Germ. Koek (■ omO hit Rukh fPen, a herOp a knii^h^erruiel 
Alphtnui (ItaL AlSjan) ti AI-FiTiJn fPm, fdence^ wik). 

* Arab, op a wjmiptuin of the Pertraon footmuip 

peon, pawn s uid pfovinif whence the Amba denied the The Per® are the reRdScit 

badL^rnmtn^ptircn ktiown to me, betto^ even than the throw the dke 

from the hud and ooAtmtie foully alnnin^ th& fAthrt^ snd rtiotherm of the whilft 

the sxmc hun, Irii often placed In ihcintcrviii uf dinner hv ihc tu^er r]!u» in Perpi- 
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pawns and other pieces, to take off his attention, set one in his way 
and tempted him to take it. Accordingly, he took it and she 
said to him, “The measure is meted and the loads equally 
balanced.'^ till thou are over-full; naught shall be thy ruin, 
O son of Adam, save thy greed. Knowest thou not that I did but 
tempt thee, chat I might finesse thee? See: this is check-mate!" 
adding, "So doff off thy clothes." Quoth he, "Leave me ray hag- 
trousers, so Allah repay thee;" and he swore by Allah that Im 
would contend with none, so long as Tawaddud abode in the realm 
of Baghdad. Then he stripped off his clothes and gave them to 
her and went away. Thereupon came the backgammon-player, 
and she said to hiny "If I beat thee, this day, what wilt thou jive 
me?" Quoth he, "I will give thee ten suits of brocade of Q:n' 
stantinople, figured with gold, and ten suits of velvet and a 
thousand gold pieces; and if 1 beat thee, I ask nothing but that 
thou write me an acknowledgment of my victory." Quoth she, 
*To it, then, and do thy best." So they played, and he lost and 
went away, chattering in Frankish jargon and saymg, "By the 
Exjunty of the Commander of the Faithful, there is not her like 
in all the regions of the world!" Then the Caliph summoned 
players on instruments of music and asked her, “Dost thou know 
aught of rausic?"; when she answered, "Even sol" He hade 
bring a worn lute, polished by use, whose owner forlorn and lone 
was by parting trodden down; and of which quoth one, describing 
it, 

watered a land, ajid upsprang a tm * * Struck root deep down, and 
raised Head a-sky; 

The birds o'emn^ it when green its wwd; • And rhe Fair o'uiing now the 
wuod is do*. * 

So they brought the lute in a bag of red satin, with tassels of 
saffron-coloured silk; and she opened the bag, and took it out and 
behold on it was graven, 

"Oft hath a tender bough made lute for maid, * Whose swift sweet lays at 
feast men's hcarti invade: 

She stng^; it followa on her song, as though * The Bulbuls* taught her all the 
m^es she played" 


* Mctipluir from losiina emieh ind mulr*. To "eat" a p:«e u » tsfce It. 

* Anh. "Biltbir’ I a phirsi of "Bulbut” wiihidnohle entendre batibjl (jiliir. of tuijijilil 
a Jieux's noLtblci, uuJ ''baU, btir'—* raliimtiy, imy, tte 
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She laid her lute in her lap and with bosom inclining over it, bent 
to it with the bending of a mother who suckleth her child; then 
she preluded in twelve different modes, till the whole assembly 
was agitated with delight, like a waving sea, and she sang the 
following, 

"Cut abort this strangeness, leave uimith of you; * My heart shaE Jove you 
aye, by yesuth of you! 

Have ruth on <me who sighs and weeps and moans, * Fining and yeaminf 
for the tnxL of you." 

The Caliph was ravished and csclaimed, “Allah bless thee and 
be merdful to him who taught thee!"; whereupon she rose and 
kissed the ground before hinu Then he sent for money and 
paid her master Abu al-Husn an hundred thousand gold pieces 
to her price; after which he said to her, “O Tawaddud, ask a 
boon of me!" Replied she, *'l ask of thee that thou restore 
me to my lord w*ho sold me.” “ Tlis well,*' answered the Cahph 
and restored her to her master and gave her five thousand dinars 
for herself. Moreover, he appointed Abu al'Husn one of his cup' 

companions for a pennanence,-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


61 f)cn it the JTour ^nhreh anh S>utp-sccmitt 

Sbg said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Cahph 
gave the five thousand dinars for herself and restored 

her to her master whom he appointed one of his cup'coropaiuons 
for a permanence and assigned him a munthly stipend of a 
thousand dinars so long as he should live; and he abode with 
the damsel Tawaddud in all solace and delight of life. Marvel 
then, O King, at the eloquence of this damsel and the hugen^ of 
her learning and understanding and her perfect excellence in all 
branches of art and science; and consider the generosity of the 
Commander of the Faithful, Harun al-Rashid, in that he^gave her 
master fhi/i money and said to her, “Ask a boon of me; and she 
besought him to restore her to hjer lord* So he restored her to 
him and gave her five thousand dinars for herself and made him 
one of his boon'com panions. Where is such generosity to be 
found after the Abbaside Caliphs?—May Allah Almighty have 
mercy upon them, one and all! And they tell a tale of 
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THE ANGEL OF DEATH \\'JTH THE PROUD KING 
AND THE DEVOUT MAN. 

It i$ related, O auspidous King, diat one of the olden monarcKs 
once minded to ride out in state with the Officers of his realm 
and the Grandees of his retinue and display to the folk the marvels 
of his magnificence. So he ordered his Lords and Hours equip 
them therefor and commanded his keeper of the wardrobe to 
bring him of the richest of raiment, such as befitted the King in 
bis state; arrd he bade them bring his steeds’ of the finest br^ds 


^ Tbd popular Etigliih islei ^ ihc Arnb Trended tipnn Book 

dter book rie]li ifS, “Tiiare m ihnsif ftktdacr of lAralalaush— the m vtrf 

fupenor hfeod; rhe miml wifh fhtie and of Uttlc v^e: and the bighl7 

]!riMd itnd very difEcnlt to isracnir-" *'AEt«hi" may he AuTiii (ihc Ar*b Iwrae, at 
^ound) oreoniET •firh ‘‘At** (Turk,) a hont- "‘Kittlifh" (Gdiikh or h a 

Tias; a ffelilicip, jihitckney, A^pjeer^feortTnllycilltfil “ftaJiTPin"). '"lUdiknj** L»cvid«i[ly 
'•KohUni," the KqhJ-eyed, beeauic the tkin i™«u! thf whiti u dirk s* Lf pawdtr«L 
Thli k* tlfcc One Idiic ; wui the blunt nf all ^'Kohl^ni fl-MjiSj'” (of the wamjin} 
K finrne thua acctnintcii for. An Arab mart dropped a filly in lUght: her rider per¬ 
force gnlkifiCil on and presentiT saw the foal appear In camp, when it waa ^vtn n> an old 
wnman for nunl^ aod j^teiv yp iq be fnmoiii. The home ^ rhe Arab hone » the vaii 
pUtnu of Al-Kty^i - the Ta^iimnli or lower mnripme rt^oiu of Anbka^ tike Malabar, w'tU 
nm hmd -good bcasn. The pure blood all dcsctmtU from h^c ooliaceral Imca ^ U .y l Al- 
KliamiaJi (the GnqucL [ikefary and p&dantic Ar^bk ilniivo them the mare* oi 
hammed, a padre of the clry and iwky repon^ At-Hkjat, whither hor»» or^ ati imperxedi 
fHhem ffo haek (with the K^n, dmpt. xKidu.) i» SoiameLn, pcsriUy Salmin^ a pamareti 
foenh in dcccent fmak lahiTuel amj tome 600 yc^r* older than the Hebrew King. The 
Badawi derive the fi’re fmm UabC'i-t al-Paraa Ot of the nmrqi (ourrh in dcKctit Ad- 
n An, the fbutnt of Arab i^raealo^. But ^hey {hffer tlnsm e Ehc nimiCi t thoae ijenenilly giffra 
ntt Kahibn (Koliavlael, SAkllan fwhkh the BiuEai^in pfotuiiin^ SadSwi], khiyin^ Aad 
HamiUm ^ othera lubsiimie Manikh: (ihe kn^^manbll, Taidiand jaJ^^ These resuLre 
no ccrdhcirc SLtntmgtt Arabs; for vtTAngera n umplc araremnnL is curiaideTedl ewxt^. Tike 
Badawsfl flopUe all hilf-kroi* (Arab lire* and cmmtry Synjin^ Tnritiih, Kuniiali 

flhjf Egyptian. They call these ifim loendcmeLl \n the rrign of Ahme^ B.C li&OO) the 
‘*Bnni of hones”; » oppoKd to' 'aom qf mJires ” or thomugh bruit. Nor do they believe 
in dty-bred antm^U. I have great dmibn cnnrerriing nur old Engliili linrsi such m die 
DiHey Arabian which looks like a Kordixh hair-hred, the dcai^ejidjini of ihcAC Cappudo- 
mnsio rEttichfsmal hytheBomaTuiinSyrEH trudes '"HarfHalir (Kurd) the very image 
of it. Tlarre is oo jlifficulty \n buybtg Arab itadion^ exrepe die pf4c<^ (>f cmtne the trib« 
dwf not hfce ro part with what may henegt [hr membera gmcrelly^ but ofTw ofXSOO to 
£1^300 qvereokfw men'i scruplta. ]t U difeent with marEt, wJijiJi lire almoK a!* 
wiyithe joini propory orKverat owners. The people too to a haxoii a thaiweh^ 

Iwi mire 1 What hairthnn don«ilut them ait nddm by d»E ii^HcriTad Ksfir ?'* the B*d- 
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and pedigrees every man heeds; which, being done, be chose out 
of the raiment what rejoiced him most and of die horses that which 
he deemed best; and, donning the clothes, together with a collar 
set with margantes and rubies and all manner jewels, mounted and 
set forth in state, making his destrier prance and curvet among his 
troops and glorying in his pride and despotic power. And Ibiis 
came to him and, laying his band upon his nose, blew into his 
nostrils the breath of hauteur and conceit, so that he magnified 
and glorified himself and said in his heart, "Who among Dien is 
like unto me?’* And he became so puffed up with arrogance and 
self-sufficiency, and so taken up with the thought of his own 
splendour and magni£cenoe, that he w-ould not vouchsafe a glance 
to arty man. Presently, there stood before bifn one clad in 
tatter^ clotlics and saluted him, but he returned not his salam; 
whert^pon the stranger laid hold of his horse's bridle. "Lift thy 
hand, cried the King, "thou knowest not whose bridle-rein it is 
whci^f thou takest hold." Quoth the other, “1 have a need of 
thee. Quoth the King, "Wait tili I al^ht and then name thy 
need." Rejoined the stranger, “It is a secret and I vnii not 
it but in tnine ear." So the King bowed his head to him and he 
said, “I am the Angel of Death and I purpose to take thy soul," 
Rqjlied the King, "Have patience with me a little, whilsr I return 
to my house and cake leave of my people aj^d chddren and neigh¬ 
bours and wife." "By no means so," ansu'cred the Angel; "thou 
shale never return nor look on diem again, for the fated term of 
thy life w past," So saying, he took the soul of the King (who 
fell off bis horse's back dead) and departed thence. Presently die 
Death Angel met a devout man, of whom Almighty AUah had 
ac^pted, and saluted him. He returned the salute, and the Angel 
said to him, *0 pious man, I have a need of thee which must be 
kept secret." "Tell it in my ear," quoth the devotee; and quoth 
the other, lam the Angel of Death." Replied the man, "Welcome 
to theel and praised be Albh for thy coming! 1 am aweary of 
awaiting thine arrival; for indeed long hath been thine absence 
from the bver which longeth for thee." Said the Angel, "If thou 
have any business, make an end of it;" but the other answered. 


fmn to muEtef ihirf nw a h^hly respecriblt tnliftonirY it mouat^. 
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saying, “There is nothing so uigent to me as the meeting with 
my Lord, to whom be honour and glory!" And the Angel said 
"How wouldat thou fain have me tie iy soul? I am bidden to 
take it as thou wiliest and choosest," He replied, ‘Tarry tiH J 
make the Wuzurabluticm and pray; and, wh^ I prostrate myself, 
then take my soul while my b«ly is on the ground."* Quoth the 
Angel, "Verily, my Lord (be He extolled and exalted!) com*" 
manded me not to take thy soul but with thy exmsent and as thou 
shouldst wish; so 1 will do thy will" Then the devout man made 
the minor ablution* mid pmyed; and the Angel of Death ttxjt his 
soul in the act of prostration and Almighty Allah transported it 
CO the place of mercy and acceptance and fotgiveness. <i^d they 
cell another tale of 


THE ANGEL OF DEATH AND THE RICH KING. 

A CERTAEN King had heaped up coin beyond count and gathered 
store of all precious things, which Allah the Most Highest hath 
created. So, in order that he might take his pleasure whenas he 
should find leisure to enjoy all this aboundmg wealth he had 
collected, he built him a pakce wide and lofty such as befitteth 
and beseemeth BCings; and set thensto strong doors and appointed, 
for its service and Its guard, servixntsand soldim and doorkeepers to 
watch and ward. One day, be bade the cooks dress liim somewhat 
of the goodliest of food and assembled his household and retainers 
and bt^O'CCimpanioTis and sert'anCs to eat with him, and partake 
of his bounty. Then he sat down upon the sofa of his kingship 
and dominion; and, propping his elbow upon the cushion, addressed 


* The siricscr ef FaJtcFn Jew piefera » die the ftw, nut in tud, aj wm rhe 

vith the Wt€ Mkr Rntmanufi Dmuch, ?hci in hit on the TaMuid bM 

the CQutogc to tpeak cf 'X)ur lui as a niic the limdhe^ rbotigh Ke 

KppcMt aa a 4 tJwlariDn^ a hind letlinp nrhich ^fupt u{t 'm age 

end neif deAtfa. Hie “tnnvcrci'* hi SyttA end cbcwlacre^ whose Juduisju a mietiu^ed by 
^^convcTKon." when otfert arr mwJe to tiiEin by the I1ST3S onariis fc^iT w the Khikhim 
(»cnbe) Bitd^ after abundant wrj^^lin^ ^LeteaTTimc! upw t madut vkmJL They are eo p^y 
A profpwtjon of their to beep careful wiitch tn the caufc of Iirael and to die ordio- 

In Utnsi there n m a Jew iVlot in a cotiTEnt who wam not diKXTFcrod till he 

■tkanuiiecd hixniclf ni£4t impSesuntlv on Ms deaih-bcd- For 1 cxintrEry tc^aou to Jewish 
bumibtyp thr Roinan Emperon preferred po die aiandreig 

* He w'uhed to die in a state of caewniai purity ^ u bu before Iwti tneutkwL 
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himself, saying, “Osoul* thou hast gathered together all the wealth 
of the world; ao now take thy leisure thereto and eat of this good 

at thine case, in long life and prosperity ever rifel”-And Shah* 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 

IShtn it baS) the Jfour l^unhreli anh ^nctp^ttirti ^igtft. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidcus King, that hardly had 
the King made an end of saying to himself, of this weal at 
thine case, in long life and prosperity ever rife!'’ when a man 
clad in tattered raiment, widh an asker’s wallet hanging at his 
neck, as he were one who came to beg food, knocked with the 
door'iing a knock so loud and terrible that whole palace shook 
as with quake of earth and the King’s throne trembled. The 
servants were affrighted and rushed to the door, and when they 
saw the man who had knocked they cried out at him, saying, 
“V/oe to thee! what manner of unmannerly fashion be this? 
Wait till the King eateth and vre will then give thee of what ^ 
left.” Quoth he, "Tell your lord to come out and speak with me; 
for I have of him a pressing need and a matter to heed.’' They 
cried, "Away, fool! who art thou that we should bid our lord come 
forth to thee?" But he said, “Tell him of this." So they went in 
and told the King, who said, "Did ye not rebuke him and draw 
upon him and threaten him!" Now as he spoke, behold, there 
came another knock at the gate, louder th^ the first knock, 
whereupon the servants sprang at the stranger with staves and 
weapons, to fall upon him and slay him; but he shouted at them, 
"Bide in your steads, for I am the Angd of Death." 
Hereat their hearts quaked and thdr wits forsook them; their 
understandinga were in confusion, their side'muscles quivered in 
perttirbation and their limbs lost the power of motion. Then said 
the King to them, "Tell him to take a substitute' in my place 
and one to relieve me in this case." But the Angel answered, 
saying, "I will take no substitute, and I come not but on thine 
account, to cause separation between thee and the goods thou hast 
gathered together and the riches thou hast heaped up and entrea- 


in Sind {noi cn ipcik Df other pbcca.i it mts cuats^rnm^ te Mtc ■ 
|i4upcr to be hanged in iteiul cff a rich Chixka wMisf 

m dcAtfa-vramnt befijrc he ever heard of the peoeuce. 
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sured.** When the King heard this, he wept and gtxMned, saying, 
“Allah curse the treasure which hath dduded and undone me 
and diverted me from the service of my Lord! I deemed it would 
profit me, but to-day it is a regret for me and a calamity to me, 
and behold, I go forth, empty-handed of it, and leave it to my 
foes/’ Thereupon Allah caused the Treasure to speak out and 
it said, “Wherefore cursesc thou me?^ Curse thysdf, for Allah 
created both me and eke thyself of the dust and appointed me 
to be in thine hand, that thou mightest provide thee with me a 
viadcum for the nfixt world and give alms with me to the poor 
and the needy and the sick; and build tno^ues and hospices and 
bridges and aqueducts, so might I be an aidance unto thee in the 
world to comc> But thou didst gamer me and hoard me up and 
on thine own vanities bestowedst me, neither gavest thou thanks 
for me, as was due, but wast ungrateful to me; and nov^ thou must 
leave me to thy foes and thou hast naught save thy regretting and 
thy repenting. But what is my sin, that thou shouldest revile me?” 
Then the Angel of Death took the King’s soul as he sat on his 
throne before he ate of the food, and he fell down dead. Quoth 
Allah Almighty, “While they were rejoicing for that which had 
been given them, we suddenly laid hold on them; and, behold, 
they were seised with despair/’* And they tell another tale of 


THE ANGEL OF DEATH AND THE KING OF THE 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. 

Tit£ii£ was a puissant despot among the Kings of the Banu IsriD, 
who sat one day upon the dirone of his kingship, when he saw 
come in to him, by the gate of the hah, a roan of forbidding aspect 
and horrible presence. The King was affrighted at his suddmi 


^Armb. The weni U in ernr tnouth thtiqgb ttronglr forinetden hf 

rcliypn. Even af tbc: djfnuea o( AUL^imi loained YezLd wt M 

Cum: bui da rtac cxc«d (rf. rtfraiti ^TtPIt1 curing thn nthen). Thi%, is in 

eHc jthod tnd tht; l-bfudit 4io itof aliim it L Hpooc iht Mnlem 

when ami(Kiluiu iif«i (ihw) fur U'an ju Tna'al ab6k (fbr TIr'ah abu'-k) or^ 

flnatcxd of rcjiir ra.Lbrr. Nfcn muJt holJ Siaprrmc IntfiEligcacc to be of feeble 
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* Kotan li. 44p tpcakifti; tif th« InddtilL li It a nwMt antinltbl? diapE<Tj witb mck 
ladcniont u into swr wbam He 
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tntru&ioii and liis look tcrriHed ium; so ht sprang up before him 
and Scud, ^/ho art thou, O man? ^Vho g^ve thee lca\T Co come 
in CO me and who invited thee to enter my house?” Quoth the 
stranger, ”Verily the Lord of the House sent me to thee, nor can 
any doorkeeper exclude me, nor need I leave to come in to Kings; 
for I neck not of a Sultan's majesty neither of the multitude of his 
guards, I am he from whom no tyrant is at rest, nor can any man 
escape from my gmsp; I am the Etestroyer of delighte and the 
Sunderer of societies.” Now when the King heard this a palsy crept 
over him’ and he fell on his face in a swoon; but presently coming 
to himself, be asked, “Art thou then the Angel of Death?"; and 
the stranger answered, "Yes." ”I conjure thee, by Allah,*' quoth 
the King, grant me one single day's respite, that I may pray 
pardon of my arLs and ask al^ludon of my Lord and restore to 
their rightful owners the monies which are in my treasures, so I 
may not be burdened with the woe of a reckoning nor with the 
misery of punishment therefor,” Replied the Angel, “Wdl'awayl 

wdll-away! this may be in no xvay.”--'And Shahratad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Hlhcn t[ tmis tfje Jfour 5i«nbtclf anli i&ucip-fauriti ilighh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that quoth 
the Death-messenger to the King, “Well'away, weil-away! this 
may be in no way. How can I grant thee a reprieve when the 
days of thy life are counted and thy breaths numbered and thy 
moments &ied and wTicten?'* “Grant me an hour,” asked the 
King; but the Angel answered saying, 'The hour was in the 
account and hath sped, and thou unheeding aught; and hath fled, 
and thou taking no thought: and now' thy breathings are accoiO' 
plished, and there reroaineth to thee but one breath." Quoth the 
"Who will be with me when I am transported to my 
tomb?” Quoth the AngcL "Naught will be with thee but thy 
works goOT or eviL” "I have no works," said the King; and the 
Angd, "Doubtless thy long home will be in hell-hre and ihy doom 
the wrath of the Almighty." Then be seised the soul of the King, 
and he fell off Iris throne and dropped on the earth dead. And 


^ AUudlns m shir '^femuLiuw'^ whith HCQOmpAEutt a itrtske vi pjtrilj'j 
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there arose 3 . mighty weeping and wailing and clamour o^ keenmg 
for him among the paiple of his court, and had they known that 
to which he went of the wrath of his Lord, thdr weeping for him 
had been sorer and thdr wailing louder and more abounding. 
And a story is told of 


ISKANDAR ZU AL-KARNAYN^ AND A CERTAIN 
TRIBE OF POOR FOLK. 


It is related that Tskandar Zu al'Karriayri’ once came, in his 
Journeying^, upon a tribe of small folk, who owned naught of the 
weals of the world and who dug thdr graves over against the 
doors of their houses and were wont at all times to visit them and 
sweep the earth from them and keep them clean and pray at them 


^ PktifiDimcc Zsx»\ Kutiayri. 

* r,#, the KtirtiTitc Bird wr mfltfisnrjil AlcxutdcTp Lwd -clT tbe two Horrii (Esm aikJ Wot) 
mucli "M utafTtiboltzcd " and vaj dtJfcrtnl frUm Isim Maccdoci. The titJe ^ Tilioiitly 
exptiinirdp nvo prntubmnnr^ qh hil kciuJ or heJ^m^ fiorq two lan^ lockfi and, possibly^ 

litun the tam-liotTii ^ JupetET Amoion. The taficdote tti ihe tett aemti hy the 

^inoui irtfTTTvitw fprobftWy n vnih Dkie)tn£tt i« iti ihc cxlvi,, ‘"The 

smtwicr f\( Dlcmi«d« ih« J^niir to hk^niar wu origsBsIty cjdJfd 

(Lord of the Mapch,e»)p, * *an of Manabih; ind, thogjili ftofu Tisnin, wn of 

Japhetp the epony miw of ih t Gtwki^ wh bom obBcmr, rhe vm of an did woman. Aceordp 
inp to the lie ‘waa the son *f the EWef Dirili (Delfiiu Odidolnanniii of the Kay- 

mdan df S^xmit dynasty}^ by a daugbccf drPhiJjp of NfiCe^On; nnd Wai braipi^hlr up by 
gratidfaihcr. ^Vhnn Abrdhaid ami I«aa£ kad rebydf ihc Ka'^dtuh thry far^athcred wtih 
him JutJ AllaJi lent him fflrih igiimii the feaf quarter of thn earth to iMnvrrt mm m the 
faich of ihe h'ltend or » eyi their rhfoati j shiti he benme one of th = fioor warEd-roE]qui:7on 
with Vinimd, Hukhi {N'abochoinnour) j i-ndi he livrd davtt ewe genera^ 

CEon? of mm. Hifl VVsjir wai Ariibu (the Greek Ariitotle) and Tm cieriid a couple of Hftgs^ 
white and Madt, which made d:iy *nd rtighr for him and fadUtjitad hj% oonqueatf. At the 
md of Pertu^ where he wju incited "by rhe people, on accounc of the mdtT of hi* half 
brother Darab |L, he came opon two huge mooniiini on the tsme Entp behind which 
dwsJi 1 b»c of abominafale frygmica, two ipnna hifh, with curiout eyea, ewr which urncd 
u maiTTe^et and coverlcUit hu^ ^nged moatk?, liooi' claw« ond halrr hind quATten. 
They ate men, destroyeij rmything, eopidated In puldlc and had vwarmi of chiidftri. 
Tkw were ViJ^j and M&ju} (tk^ and dcMcendaim of Japhet EEhindar hm\t 

it^arnit them the foroEKa wall with aeon el oementod ami fiveted by imn aad oepp«. 
The ''Gtcii VV uU*^^ of Chuaa., the fiinmn Itnlirarh ofaitEit the Tnrtani, date* from B,C 320 
(AlesModerof Macrdorii dial B.C, 314); end ai the Arabi know Canton well belhte Makam- 
med^f disy^ they may have built ilunr romance upan it. The Guebm ocAugned ^taml af 
to hell for burning the Niuki or aecduu of the Zendateau. 
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and worGhIp AJmighty Allah at them; and they had no save 
grasses and the growth of the ground. So Iskandar sent a man 
to summon their Ring, but he refused to come, saying, *'1 have no 
of him.” Thereupon Iskandar went to him and said, "How 
is it with you and what manner of men are ye?; for 1 see with 
you forsooth naught of gold or sdver, nor find I with you aught 
of the weals of the world." Answered the King, "None hath his 
fill of the weaU of the world." Iskandar then asked "Why do 
you dig your graves before your house-doors?"; and the King 
answered, ‘That they may be the prospective of our cye-glanocs; 
so we may look on them and ever renew talk and thought of 
death, neither forget the world to come; and on this wise the love 
of the world be b^ished from our hearts and "we be not thereby 
distraCTed from the service of our Lord, the Almighty." Quoth 
Iskandar, "Why do ye eat grasses?"; and the other replied, 
“Because we abhor to make our bellies the tombs of animals 
and because the pleasure of eating outstiippeth not the gullet." 
Then putting forth his hand he brought our a skull of a son 
of Adam and, laying it before Iskandar, said, "O Zu al'Kamayn, 
Lord of the Two Homs, knowest thou who cfwned this skull?" 
Quoth he, “Nay;” and quoth the other, “He who owned this 
skull was a King of the Kings of the world, w'ho dealt tyrannously 
w^ch his subjects, specially wronging the weak and wasting bis 
time in heaping up the rubbish of tl^ world, till Allah took his 
sprite and made the fire his abidmg'sitc; and this is his head." 
He then put forth his hand and produced another skull and, laying 
it before Iskandar, said to him. "Knowest thou this?" "No," 
answered the conqueror; and the other rejoined, "This is the 
skull of another King, who dealt justly by his lieges and was 
kindly solicioaus fur the folk of his realm and his dominions, dll 
Allah took his soul and lodged him in His Garden and made high 
his degree in Heaven," Then laying his hands on lskandar‘s 
head he said, "Would I knew which of these two art thou." 
Whereupon Iskandar wept with sore weeping and straining the 
King to ^ bosom cried, "If thou be minded to company with me, 
I Will commit to thee as W'atir the government of my affairs and 
share with thee my kingdom." Cried the other, "Wctl-away, 
well-away! 1 have no mind to this." "And why so?" asked 
Iskandar, and the King answered, "Because all men are thy 
foes by reason of the wealth and the worlds thou hast won: 
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while all men are true friendfi^ because cf my contentment 
and pauperdom, for that 1 possess nothing, neither covet aught 
of the goods of life; 1 have no desire to them nor wish for 
chem^ neither rtxlc I aught save a^nCentment.'" So Iskandar 
pressed him to his breast and kissed him between the eyes and 
went his way.*^ And among the talcs they tel! is one con' 
ceming 


THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF KING ANUSHIRWAN,® 

It is told of Anushirwan, the Just King» that once upon a time 
he feigned himself sick, and bade his stewards and intendants 
go round about the pros^inces of his empire and the quarters of 
his dominion and se^ him out a mud-brick thrown away from 
some ruined village, that he might use it as medidne, informing 
his intimates that the leaches had prescribed this to him. So 
they went the round of the provinces of his reign and of all the 
lands under his sway and said to him on return, “In ail the realm 
we have found nor ruined site nor castaway mud-brick*" At this 
Anushirwan rejoiced and rendered thanks to the Lord, saying, "I 
was but minded to try ray kingdom and prove mine empire, that 1 
might know if any place therein remained ruined and deserted, so 
I might rebuild and rcpeople it; but, since there be no place in it 
but is inhabited, the affairs of the rdgn are best-conditioned and 


* TbcM terrific |Dti=it!hji]cnta Kr fliuteffl dcipvt» firhd uteerfy' tfflPftf (KcEti) % iTHfpIr 
pitKluctofOticnial; tcrsininc imj form The chicro-ci^ajra, jis; it wefc^of t fECEUfe whwe 
li^ci wt bdUfAftt toiichE* tii (wofiidtr inddksie huinoiif. h wtitinlr hu the charm 
of CM trait. Much of the a We U mken (mm the Sikartdiif'TiJinich lAIcutndcr Book) 
of fhr KTui Perai^n jioct, NiTimlp whri ^prinihcd bciweeii die iUym of 

FirdeiiflE fob. \ 01 \) jaJ Sa'arlii Cot, A D. 1391J, In dlJt FtrmxnR :^kinFlaf hiuldi, 

*'whm Lbc «in dnwn,^ 1 cbseU of i^brcenn^ pDgpc which feilli men hw exceastre 

UughEer and tuirouitdi it with yelhi* earth like fcold. Hence the City erf Bnui. He 
converta, imte^ qf bcioa cMverrcd by* the »of ihe icacr. He fiiidi ■ itiene oftpeekl 
excellence which he caUa (diamcuiEl); xnd he obcama It from the Valley of Scrpetitt 
hy dirowldfcj down to the I jatly he ii KKompanied h m "mUnfii/* 

whoTiiipptreiiTly Apolloruui ofTyuii^ 

hi.T*e explitned the heiutlfhl w^mt ki Ni^t cchrmin He m frill fiiirwui fw hivjr^ 
Ininxlu^ into Penix the rAhlet of I'dpav (^Biciyapnli, du knfd of k^} ind * fimne whicb 
the genius of Pervix derrclppei info chc^ 
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its ordinance is excellent; and its populousness’ hath reached the 

pitch of perfecDOti.”-And Shahraaad perceived the daun of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IBhtn il toad Jfour ^unhttti anti dtxtp-f[fth 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
high officials returned and reported, "We have found in the empire 
nor ruined site nor rotten brick," die Just King thanked his God 
and said, “Vehly the affairs of the realm are bt^t'cendidoned and 
its ordinance is excellent and its pcpulousness hath reached the 
pink of perfection " And ken thou, O King, continued Shahrazad, 
that these olden Kings stiave not and toiled not for the peopling 
of their possessions, but because they knew that the more populous 
a country is, the more abundant is that which is desired therein; 
and because they wist the saying of the wise and the learned to be 
true wjtboutother view, namely, “Religion dependech on the King, 
the King on the troops, the troops on the treasury, the treasury on 
the populousness of the country and its prosperity on the jxistice 
done to the lieges.” Wherefore they upheld no one in tyranny or 
oppresion; neither suffered their dependants and suite to work 
injustice, knowing that kingdoms are not established upon tyranny, 
but that cides and plao^ fall into ruin when oppressors are set as 
rulers over them, and their inhabitants disperse and flee to other 
governments; whereby ruin follcth upon the realm, the imports 
fail, the treasuries become empty and the pleasant lives of the 
subjects are perturbed: for that they love not a tyrant and cease 
not to offer up successive prayers against him; so that the King 
hath no ease of his kingdom, and the vicissitudes of fortune 
speedily bring him to destruction. And they tell a tale omi'' 
ceming 


* Hm w€ find cttmil miilip of whldi MAEthuaTima ever want tmundins; 
ppwcj I?/ A tuilqii lirnpiir canuflt^t in itt numbi^ of figEidng msn anA tn thnt bctdilir 

frree. Thz eom^uarn^ raiDc that whlcb raioct moil fooc-pouiadii hwicc chc Nofck 
[he StKlth in thf Nonhem hemiiitka^ and 
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THE JEWISH KAZI AND HIS PIOUS WIFE, 

Amono tbe C h ildren of Israel one of the Kazis had a wife of 
surpassing beauty, constant in fasting and abounding in padence 
and long-suffering; and he, being minded to make the pil^mage 
to Jemsdem, appointed his own brother Kazi in his stead, during 
his absence, and commended his wife to his charge. Now this 
brother bad heard of her beauty and loveliness and had taken a 
fancy to her. So no sooner was his brother gone than he went to 
her and sou^t her love-favours; but she denied him and held fast 
to her chastity. The more she repdlcd him, the more he pressed 
his suit upon her; till, despairing of her and fearing lest she should 
acquaint his brother with his misconduct w'hcnas he should return, 
he suborned false witnesses to testify against her of adultery; 
and cited her and carried her before the Kmg of the time who 
adjudged her to be stoned. So they dug a pit, and seating her 
therein stoned her, till she was covered with stones, and the 
man said, “Be this hole her grave!“ But when it was dark a 
passer-by, making for a ndghbouring hamlet, heard her groaning 
in sore pain; and, pulling her out of the pit, carried her home to 
his wife, whom he bade diess her wounds. The peasant woman 
tended her till she recovered and presently gave her her child to be 
nursed; and she used to lodge with the chid in another house by 
night. Now a certain thief saw her and lusted after her. So he 
sent to her seeking her love-favours, but she denied herself to 
him; wherefore he resolved to slay hw and, making his way into 
her lodging by night (and she sleeping), thought to strike at her 
with a biife; but it smote the little one and killed it. Now when he 
knew his misdeed, fear overtook him and he went forth the house 
and Allah preserved from him her chastity. But as she awoke in 
the morning, she found the child by her side with throat cut; and 
presently the mother came and seeing her hoy dead, said to the 
nurse, Twas thou didst murther him.” Therewith she beat her 
a gnevous beating and purposed to put her to death: but her 
husband intetposed and tl^vered the woman, saying, “By Allah, 
thou shalt not do on this wise/' So the woman, who had somewhat 
of money with her, fled forth for her life, knowing not whither she 
should wend. Presently, she came to a village, where she saw a 
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crowd of people about a man crucified to a tree-stump, but still in 
the chains of life. "What hath be done?" she a^ed, and they 
answered, "He hath committed a crime, which nothinjg can expiate 
but death or the payment of such a fine by way of alms," So she 
smd to them, '"T^c the money and let him go;" and. when they 
did 60. he repented at her hands and vowed to serve her, for the 
love of Almighty Allah till death should release him. Then he 
b^t her a cdJ and lodged her tJierdn; after which he beaxjk 
himself to woodcutting and brought her daily her bnad. As for 
her, she was constant in w'orship, so that there came no sick man 
or demoniac to her, but she prayed for him and he was straightway 

healed,-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her penmtted say. 

®tien if hiaf the Jftmr 5)<iiihrEli nnh ^ixip-sixtb 

She sai^ It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
woman s cell was visited by folk (ana she constant in worship), it 
befel by decree of the Almighty that He sent down upon her 
husband’s brother (the same who had caused her to be ston^), a 
cancer in the face, and smote the villager's wife (the same w*ho had 
beaten her) with leprosy, and affiacd the thief (the same who had 
muf thered thechildf) with palsy, Now when the Kazi returned from 
his pilgrimage, he asked his brother of his wife, and he told him that 
she was dead, whereat he mourned sore and accounted her with her 
Maker. After awhile, very many folk heard of the pious recluse 
and Hocked to her cell from all parts of the length and breadth of 
the earth; whereupon said the Kari to his brother, "O my brother, 
wilt thou not seek out yonder pious woman? Haply Allah shall 
decree thee healing at her hands!" and lie replied, "O my brother, 
carry me to her," Moreover, the husband of the leprous woman 
heard of the pious devotee and carried his wife to her, as did also 
the people of the paralytic tbef; and they all met at the door of 
the hermitage. Now she had a place wherefrom she could look out 
upon those who came to her. without their seeing her; and they 
waited till her servant came, when they begged admittance and 
obtained permission, F^nescntly she saw them all and recognited 
them; so she veiled and clewed face and body and went out and 
st(^ in the door, looking at her husband and his brother and the 
thief and the peasant-woman; but they could not recognise her. 
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Then said she to them, ‘*Ho t'olk, ye shall not be relieved of what 
is with you till yc confess your sms; for, when the creature cotv 
fe&seth his sins the Creator relenterh towards him and granceth 
him that wherefore he r^rteth to him/’ Quoth the Kaai to his 
brother. “O my brother, repent to Allah and pci^ not in thy 
frowardness, for it will Ik more helpful to thy relief," And the 
tongue of the case spake this speech, 

“This day opprcjisor and oppress^ meet, * And Albh shewsch secteis we 
secrete: 

This is a place where siiinefs low are breught:; • And AUah mseth aiuit to 
highest seat. 

Our Lord and Mister shows the truth r^t clear, • Though sinner froward 
be Of own defeat: j- „ t 

Alas^ for those who rouse thci Lord to wrath, • As though of Allah s wrath 
they nothing west! 

O whoso seckiast honours, knjjw ihej' are • From Allah, and His far with 
love entreat ” 

(Saith the rebtor). Then quoth the brother, “Now 1 will tdl the 
truth: 1 did thus and thus with thy wife;” and be confessed the 
whole matter, adding, “And this is my off^e.” Quoth the 
leprous woman, “As for me. I had a tvoman with me and imputed 
to her that of which I knew her to be guiltless, and beat her 
grievously: and this is my offence," And quoth the paralytic, 
**And I went In to a woman to kill her, after I had tempted her to 
commit adultery and she liad refused; and I slew a chdd that lay 
by her side; and this is my offence.” Then said the pious woman, 
“O my God, even as Thou hast made them fed the misery of 
revolt, so show them now the excellence of submission, for Thou 
over all things art Omnipotent!" And Allah (to whom belong 
Majesty and Might!) made them whole. Then the Kazi fdl to 
looking on her mid considering her straitly, tflJ she asked him wrEy 
he looked so hard and he said, “1 had a wife and were she not 
dead, 1 had said thou art she." Hereupon, she made herself 
known to him and both began praising Allah (to whom bdong 
Majesty and Might!) for that which He had vouchsafed them of 
the reunion of their loves: but the brother and the thief and the 
villager's wife joined in imploring her forgiveness. So she forgave 


■* Arib, mt *n tlronf aw '"Woe to," ecc. .AJ-HaHli ofbCd use* tt u> A formula 
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them one and all« and they worshipped Allah in chat place and 
rendered her due service, tUl Death parted them. And one of the 
Sayyids^ hath related this tale of 


THE SHIPWRECKED WOMAN AND HER CHILD. 

*T WAS circuiting the Ka'afaah one dark nifht, when I heard a 
plaintive voice, speaking from a contrite heart and saying, X) 
Bountiful O^e, T^y past boon! Ind^d, by my heart shall Thy 
covenant never be un^ne.’ Hearing this voice, my heart fluttered 
so th itr I was like to die; but I followed the sound and behold, it 
came from a woman, to whom I said, "Peace be with thee, O 
handmaid of Allah;* whereto she replied, 'And with thee be 
peace, and the mercy of Allah and His blessings!' 
conjure thee, by Allah the Most Great, tell me what is the cover 
nant to which ^y heart is constant.’ Quoth she, “But that thou 
adjuiest me by the Omnipotent, I would not tell thee my secrets. 
See what is before me.' So 1 looked and lo! there w^as a child 
lying asleep before her and breathing heavily in his slumber. Said 
she, 'Know, that I set forth, being big with this boy, to make 
the pilgrimage to this House and took passage in a ship; but ihe 
waves rose against us and the winds blew contrary and the vessel 
broke up. 1 saved myself on a plank; and, on that bit of wood, 1 
gave birth to dus child; and while he lay on my bosom and the 

waves beating upon me,*"-^And Shahraaad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


iBljen (t tnas the ifeur ]Dbitnhre1) anb dixtr-s^ehenth iitshh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the woman 
continued, " ‘Now while the boy by on my bosom and the wax'ea 


* Ai a {much diipticcd) ihc Sayjnd ii ■ ddCmdHrti front Miihammet! rhrcBigh tili 
Etnnddllhl Ff^Utr^ WicJ is * msJi of th= whmm lh< Siiflr|.f JertvM fmm ['Iiaaiyn tnii 
U * man trf the The N jjib it the *an of a ecmmfsn bj a 

ti cpfwxi to the ahtardfiiyn,^ when hpofb pjrcrtia trt of Apwtoiirc htood. The 

iiif dnetkiii b mst In Ldnc^t ^"Modefn E^ypritna.'^ The Skjmf u i ftJintic ind efieti 

dtngcfouit ti I htve intftnced Ln FilgtiniA^ ili. iSl. 
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beat upon me, there swam up to me one of the sailors, who dimbed 
on the plank and said, ‘By Allah, I desired thee whilst thou wast 
yet in the ship, and now 1 have come at thee: so yield thy body 
to me, or I will throw thee into the sea.* Said I, 'Out on thee! 
hast thou no memory of that which thou hast seen and is it no 
warning to thee?* Quoth he, ‘I have seen the like of this many 
a time and come off safe and care not,' Quoth 1, ‘O fellow, wc 
are now in a calamity, whence we hope to be delivered by obe' 
dfen ce to Allah and not by disobedience.' But he persisted with 
me, and I feared, him and thought to put him off; so I said to 
him, 'Wait till this babe shall ^eep'; but he took the child off 
my lap and threw him into the sea. Now when I saw this despS' 
rate ^d, ray heart smk and sorrow was sore upon me; so I 
raised my eyes heavenwards and ^d, ‘O Thou that interposest 
between a man and his heart, intervene between me and this 
leonine brute; for Thou over all things art Omnipotent!' And by 
Allah, hardly had I spoken when a beast rose out of the sea and 
snatched him off the pbnk. When I saw mysdf alone my sorrows 
redoubled and my grief and longing for my child, and I recited, 

*My coaldi of ejres, the darling child of me * Is lost, and racked my heart 
with agocjy; 

My body wrecked, and led'bot coals of Icnre * Bumiiig my liver with aace 
pangs, 1 see. 

In this my s oiivw shows no gleam cf joy; * Save Thy high grace and my ex* 
peccancy: 

Hast seen, O Lord, what unto me befel; * My son aye lost and parting pangs 
I dree: 

Take ruth on ua and make us meet again; * For now my $my and only hope's 
in Thee!' 

I abode in this condition a day and a night; and, when morning 
dawned, I caught sight of the sails of a vessel shining afar off, nor 
did the waves cease to drive me and the winds to waft me on, tiU 
I reached the ship, whose sails 1 had sighted. The sailors took 
me up and 1 looked and behold, my bal^ was amongst them: so 
I thr^ mysdf upon him and said, *0 folk, this is my child: how 
and whence came ye by him?* Quoth they, 'Whilst we were 
sailing along the seas the ship suddenly sto^ still and tol that 
■which stayed us was a beast, as jt were a great dty, and this babe 
on its back, sucking his thumbs. So we took him up.' Now 
when I heard this, 3 told them my tale and all that had betided 
me and returned thanks to my Lord for His goodness, and vowed 
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to Him that never, whilst 1 lived, would I stir from His House nor 
swerve from His service; imd since tlien I have never ac V^ -» 4 of 
Him aught but He hath given it me' Now w*hen she had madi* 
an end of her story (quoth the Sayj'id), 1 put my hand to my 
alms'pouch and would have given to her, but she 
'Away from me, thou idle man! hfeve I not told thee of His 
mercies and the graciousness of His dealings and shall I take an 
alms from other than His hand?' And I could not prevail with 
her to accept aught of me: so I left her and went away, reciting 
these couplets, 

I^ow tE2ny boons conceah tbc Deity, * Eluding tiumaii sight in mvstety: 
How many gncct ceme on heels of stresses, • Anti fiU the burning hiart 
with jubilee: 

How many a sorrow in the morn appears, • And tuins at nighi'tide into 
gladdest groe; 

If thmgs go hard witli thee wow day, yet trust * Tn‘ Eteme, th’ Almi^ty 
Cod of Unity t 

And pray die Prophet that he intercede; * Through inten^esston every wish 
wait see,’ 

she left not the service of her Lord, cleaving onto His House, 
tiU death came to her,^ And a tale is also told by Malik bin 
Dinir^ (Alkh have mercy on him!) of 


THE PIOUS BLACX SLAVE. 

"We were once aiRicted with drought at Bassorah and went forth 
sundry times to pray for ram, but saw no sign of our prayers being 
accepted So 1 went, I and 'Itaa al'Salaim and Sahit al-Ban^ 
and Naja al'Bak^ and Mohammed bin Wasi'a and Ayy^ al' 
Sukhtiy^i and Habib al^Farsi and Hassan bin Abi Sinan and 
'Otbah al'Ghulam and Sdlih al'Muzani,® w'e reat^ed the 
oratory,* wHot the boys came out of the schools and we prayed for 
rain, but saw no sign of acceptance. So about mid'day the people 
went away and I and Sabit al'Banani tarried in the place of 


* A nf BAi$c?Lh (eighth cenmrj*): mfinntied Ah^ The pi-ATcr (of 

irercy lienetct that he was dcail when the fsJe was writ^. 

^ A theologian of Bassorah (pghtfa cenciiry)i 

^ Aimb. Hi, m pUcc uf priycri an » dicpd, flpp. to 

(cathffdralj mciAiiTK. 
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prayer till nightfall, when we saw a bbdc of comely fac^ sleiv^ 
of shank^ and big of bdly, approach us, dad in a pair of woollen 
drawers; if all he wore had been priced, it would not haY^ fetched 
a couple of dirhams. He brought water and made the minor 
ablution, then, going up to the prayernichc, prayed two indiM- 
tions deftly, his standing and bowing ^d prostration being 
exactly Eitoilar in. both. Tbeti he rai$€:d his glance heavenwarc^ 
and said, 'O my God and my Lord and Klaster, how long wilt 
Thou reject Thy servants in that which offereth no hurt to Thy 
sovereignty? Is that which is w’ith Thee wasted or are the tress' 
uries of Thy Kingdom annihilated? I conjure Thee, by Thy loveto 
me forthwith to pour out upon us Thy rain-douds of grace!' He 
spake and hardly liad he made an end of spewing, when the 
heavens clouded over and there came a rain, as if the mouths of 
waterskins had been opened; and w'hcn we left the oratory, we 
were knes'deep in water, And Shahrazad peroeived the 
dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted ay. 


IBtttn if tjas (l)c Jfeut f&unlnrrir an% i^igfet. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that “hardly 
had he spoken when the heavens clouded o\'er and there came 
a rain, as if the moutlxs of waterskins had been opened. And 
when we left the oratory we were kncc'deep in water, and ^ 
were lost in wonder at the bladr. So I accosted him and said 
to liim, ‘Woe to thee, O black, art thou not ashamed of what 
thou saidst?' He turned to me and asked, *What said I?'; 
and I, Thy saying to Allah, ‘By Thy love of me;’ and what 
giveth thee to know that He lovcth thee?’ Replied he, ‘Avmy 
from me, O thou distracted by the world from the care of thine 
own soul. Where was 1, wl^ He gave me strength to profess 
the unity of the Godhead and vouchsafed unto me the know-* 
ledge of Him? How deemest thou that He aided me thus 
except of His love to me?' adding, ‘Verily, His love to me ie 
after the measure of ray love to IBm.' Quoth I, Tarry awhile 


m all FamilEtdr »aih ih« i calf like » ihut fUl plviEol dt>*c 

under dac hun like thn ''ci.tcuiiiWrthjfi” nnd hcci,*'' tgood cun in « sIm-bi: Shipef r 
coiTei iiid ifcW-madi? Icjfs iicfwrte tht idle and the neV-j&weU. 1 have aftcH frKind fhii 
tnJF dlhcnjs^ file tule h uctcrtv empincal, Poaaiblf it vai siiggeeted by die matzvX uf 
the nervntu and lymplitdc icmptramcma. 
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widi me, so may Allah have mercy oa thee!' But he said, *I 
am a chattel and the Book enjoineth me to obey my lesser 
master/ So we followed him mar off, dl we saw him enter 
the house of a sIave*broker. Now the first half of the night 
wa$ past and the last half was kingsome upon uSv so we went 
away; but next morning, we repaked to the slav^ealer and said 
to him, ‘Hast thou a lad to sell us for service? He answered, 
‘Yes, I have an hundred hds or so and they are all for sale.' 
Then be showed us slave after slave; till he had shown some 
seventy; but my friend was not amongst them, and the dealer 
said, *Th€se are all I have/ But, as we were gomg out from him 
wc saw a ruinous hut behind his house and going in behold, we 
found the black standing there, I cried, ‘ "Tis he, by 
of the Ka'abah!' and turning to the dealer, said to him, ‘Sell me 
yonder slave/ Replied he, 'O Abu Yahya, this is a pestu^t 
unprofitable fellow, who hath no concern by night but weeping 
and by day but repentance.* I rejoined, Tt is for that 1 want 
him.' So the dealer caDed him, and he came out, showing drow- 
sincss. Quoth his master, “Take him at thine owm price, so ^ou 
hold me free of all his faults, f bought him for tw^enty dinars 
and 'What is his name?* and the dealer answered, 

'Kiaymun, the monkey/ and 1 took him by the hand and 
went out with him, intending to go home: but he turned to me 
and said, *0 my lesser lord, why and wherefore didst thou buy 
me? By Allah, I am not fit for the sen-ice of God’s creatures!' 
Replied I, T bought thee that 1 might seme thee mysdf; and 
on my head be it/ Asked he, ‘Why so?' and I answered, 
'Wast thou not in company with us yesterday in the place of 
prayer?’ Quoth he, ’And didst thou liear me?'; and qvioth I, 
'It was 1 accosted thee yesterday and spoke with thee. There' 
upon he advanced till wc came to a mosque, where he entered anti 
prayed a two'bow prayer; after which he said, O my 
my Lord and Master, the secret that was between me and Thee 
Thou hast discovered unto Thy creatures and hast brought me 
to shame before the worldling. How then shall life be sweet 
to me, now chat ocher than Thou hath happened upon that which 
fe between Thee and me? I conjure Thee to take my soul to Tnee 
forthright.** So saying, he prostrated himself, and 1 awaited 


' T>itK Jc^otcrt iiJSresi AlJah m ■ lnv<!f idwlii hi* fretov^. Ttic euiioiw r^er will 

cmiviijt fat Stift'utteH die DpbiMio on T^atwwuf (Jt 121; L, uL endg wul jMMJnii 
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awhile without seeing Htip raise his head; so I shook hi'rri asd be' 
bold, be was indeed dead, the mercy of Almighty Allah be upon 
him! I laid him out stretching his arms and kgs and looked at 
Kim, and k>! he was smiling. Mother, whiteness had got the 
better of blackness on his brow, and his face was radiant with 
light like a young moon. As we wondered at bis case, the door 
opened and a young man came in to us and said, 'Beace be with 
you! May Allah make great our reward and yours for our brother 
Maymun! Here is his shroud: wrap him in it.' So saying, he 
gave us two robes, never had we seen the like of them, and we 
shrouded him therein. And now his tomb is a place whither men 
resort to pray for tain and ask their requirements of Allah (be He 
extolled and exalted!); and how e.xoelIcntly well saith the poet 
on this theme, 

*TKe Jmrt of Gnostic* * homed in heavenly Garth • Heaven decks, and 
AJIahV porters aid afford. 

Lo! here they drink old wine eomminglcd vkith * ^aanim,^ wine of 1 mion 

with the Lord. 

Safe » the secret 'twixt the Friend and them; * S^fe fiozn ail beam but 
from that Heart adored/ ** 

And they recount another anecdote of 


THE DEVOUT TRAY-MAKER AND HIS WIFE. 

There was once, among the Children of Israel, a man of the 
worthiest, who was strenuous in the ser\ ice of Kk Lord and 
abstained from things worldly and drave them away from his 
heart. He bad a wife who was a helpmate meet for him and 
who was at all times obedient to him. They earned their Hving 
by making trays* and fans, w»bereat they wrought all through the 


* Anib. Pert Dimi^ j the qF the Tittik. The itepi Hfe (1) 

citcniiJ taw like niflhl; (2) TarEkBt, rchpqut nik Tike ihc aiw<; O) Hvkrknt, 

tnitb like tte hkxki; H) Mm'iwifat Like tip min ; <5] Kurbat^ pmadmity tq AUhIi^ 
{6) WailUt, with AUab, ami U) Sukju^ tiwcllint In Alith. lu, 

* Ni±m ef a ftpantdm of Patiiiftici Sw Nisht alilp* Tqt i\^ p. IW. 

^ Arab. “Aibilc”^ iheie myt are made of nubci, and the f»BJ qf palm-karca cf tait 
featherv 
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light hours; and, at the man went c3Ut into the «rceta 

and highways seeking a buyer for what they bad made. 
were wont to fast condnu^y by day' and one morning they 
arose, fasting, and worked at their craft till the bght failed them, 
when the man wen t forth, according to custom , to lind purchasera 
for his wares, and fared on dU he came to the door of the ho^ 
of a certain man of wealth, one of the sons of this world, high 
in rank and dignity. Now the tray-makcr was fair of fai^ and 
comely of form, and the wife of the master of the house saw him 
and fell in love with him and her heart inclined to him with ei' 
ceeding indination; so, her husband being absent, she called her 
handmaid and said to her. '‘Contrive to bring yonder man to us. 
Accordingly the maid went out to him and called him and 
stopped him as though she would buy what he held in hand. 

._-And Shaluasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 

her permitted say. 


8Hf)cn it toafi the JFour l&rmhtcli anb ^uetp-ninth JJifltt, 


She said. It hath reached me. O auspicioi^ I^g, that the maM' 
servant went out to the man and asked him, “Come in: my lady 
h^th a. iDLcifl to buy soifi£ of thy after she hath tried thfim 
and looted at thcED.” The [nan thought ahe spoke truly and, 
seeing no harm in this, entered and sat down as she hade him. 
and she shut the door upon him. Whereupon her mistress c^e 
out of her room and, taking him by the gaberdine.' drew him 
within and said, “How long shall I seek union of thee? Verily 
my patience is at an end on thine account. See now, the place is 
perfumed and provision prepared and the householder is ab^t 
this night, and I give to thee my person without reserve, I wh^ 
favours kings and captains and men of fortune have sought this 
long while, but I have regarded none of them.’* And she went 


‘ Except 9a tKc iwo ereai Festival* wheit iaitin* is liiebiiycn. I’lis tuiljf pc%Kin whieh 
ha* iKowci caMituHi sense io tbli matur » ehiu of (he Guebfo ar Psnw; they teiiMtlsT 
fsitlcie nnehtf cnenwrioiii iwr Isiwftil; snd rfwy honour by eoai Eiviiij b«*w 

« keep* the foul Yet ereo they have their fwl B now. r./. »n ® 

«!v,s "Beware of Dii spediUy on tbe dsy chow eatett flwh, teir flesh ii ihr dwt rtf 
min." AnA in India ihc Qacbre* hav^MffrieJ the Hinilut in me ilai^htcnns horiioa cartf« 

fee the tiblc* ^ t L 

* "’JilUbtTnli,"' A large-^le^veiJ robe of cdatk siuff rnurny by tiie poor. 
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on talking tiius to hintT whilst he raised not his eyes from the 
ground, for shame before Allah Almighty and fear of the pains 
and penalties of His punishment; even as saich the poet, 

*’ Tw'ixt me afid riding inanY a noble dame, * Was naught but ^lame which 
kept me chasn and pure; 

My ahaine was cure to her; but hjply were • Shame to depan, iiie iw'w had 
known a eujv.'* 


The man strove to free himself from her, but could not; so he 
said to her, *“1 want one thing of thee," She asked, ‘*What is 
chat?”: and he answered, ‘T wish for pure wter and that I may 
carry it to the highest plaCK of thy house and do somewhat there¬ 
with and dcanse myself of an impunty* whicli i may not disclose 
to thee." Quoth “The house is large and hath closets and 
comers and privies at command." But he repliedr "I want 
nothing but to be at a height," So she said to her akye-girl, 
"Garry him up to the belvedere on the house'Cerrace," Ac¬ 
cordingly the maid took him up to the very top and, giving 
him a vessel of water, went down and left him. Then he made 
the ablution and prayed a two-how prayer; after which he looked 
at the ground, thinldng to throw himsdf down, but seeing it afar 
off. fe^^ to Ik dashed to pieces by die fall.' Then he bethought 
him of his disobedience to Allah, and the conseiiuences of his sin: 
so it became a light matter to him to offer up his life and shed his 
blood: and he said. “O my God and my Lord, Thou seest that 
which is fallen on me; neither is my case hidden from Thee. 
Thou mdeed over all things art Omnipntcot and the tongue of 
my case redteth and saith, 


*1 show niy heart a.nd thoughts to Thee, and Thtni * Alone ray secret's 
secrecy canst know. 

If I address Thee fain I ay abucl] * Or, if Ija mute, my signs for t 

show. 

O Thou to wliofli no second be conjoincJl • A wretched lover jieeks Thee in 


his woe. 

t have a hope tny thoughts as true con/tris; * And heaR that fainieth as 
right well caJist trow. 

To lavish life is hardest thing that be, • Yrt easy an Thou bid me life 
forego; 

But, an it bft Thy wilt to save from sto^-re, • Thou, O my Hope, to work 
this work hak power!* *' 


His Feat wo* ihsl KU body minht be utiiiikted l»r the fih 
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Then the man cast himadf down from the belvedere; but Allah 
sent an angel who bore him up on his wings and brought him 
down to the ground, whole and without hurt or harm. Now when 
he found himself safe on the ground, he thanked and praised 
All^ (to whom belong Majesty and Might!) for His merciful 
protection of his person and his chastity; and he went straight to 
his wife who had long expected him, and he empty-handed. Then 
seeing him, she asked him why he had tarried and what was come 
of that be had taken with b™ and why he returned empty- 
handed; whereupon he told her of the temptation w-hidi had 
befallen him, and she said, “Alhamdolillah—praised be God—-for 
tklivcring thee from seduction and intervening between thee and 
such calamityi” Then she added, “O man, the neighbours use to 
see us light our oven every night; and, if they see us firdess this 
night, they will know that we are destitute. Now it behoveth in 
gratitude to Allah, that we hide our destitution and conjoin the 
faj^ of this night to that of the past and continue it for the sake of 
Allah Almighty," So she rose and, filling the oven with wood, 
Kghted it, to baffle the curiosity of her women-neighbours, teddng 
these couplets, 

“Now t indeed will hide desire and all repine; * And light up thU my fire 
that naghtouis see no sigii: 

Acemt i whit befall by order of my Lord; * Haply He too accept this 
humble act of mine," 

-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to 

say her permitted say. 


CQfien it teas JFour ©uiihreh anh fiitbcnJictij 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that after the 
goodwife had tit the fire to baffle the curiosicy of her women' 
neighbours, die and her husband made the V/uzu-^lutiDn and 
stood up to pray, when behold, one of the neighbours wives came 
and asked leave to take a fire-brand from the oven. Do what 
thou wilt with the oven," answered they; but, when she came to 
the fire, she cried ouc, saying, "Ho, such an one (to the *>^7' 
maker's vrife) take up thy bread ere it burn! Quoth the wire to 
her husband, "Hiearest thou what she saith?" Quoth he, Go 
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and look.” So she went up to the oven, and behold, it was full of 
fine bread and white. She took up the scones and cartied them 
to her hxrsband, thanking Allah (to whom belong Ma|cscy and 
Might?) for His abounding good and great bounty; and they ate 
of the bread and drank water and pndsed the Almighty. TTien 
said the woman to her husband, *'Come let us pray to Allah the 
Most Highest, so haply He may vouchsafe us what shall enable us 
to dispense with the weariness of working for daily bread and 
devote ourselves wholly to worshipping and obeying Him.” The 
man rose in assent and prayed, whilst his wife said, ”Amen,” to 
his prayer, when the roof dove in sunder and down fell a ruby, 
which lit the house with its light. Hereat, they redoubled in 
praise and thanksgiving to Allah praying what the Almighty 
willed,’ and rejoic^ at the ruby with great joy. And the night 
being far spent, they lay down to sleep and the woman dreamt 
that she entered Paradise and saw therein many chairs ranged and 
^ools set in rows. She asked W’hat the seats wene and it was 
answered her, 'These are the chairs of the prophets and those arc 
the stools of the righteous and the pious." Quoth she, "Which is 
stool of my husband such an one?”; and it was said to her, 
"It is this.” So she looked and seeing a hole in its side askedL 
“What may be this hole?”; and the reply came, “It is the place 
of tht ruby that dropped upon you from your bous&^roof/* 
^^upon she awoke, weeping and bemoanmg the defect in her 
husb^d's stool among the seats of the Righteous; so she told 
him the dream and said to him, “Pray AIM. O man, that this 
wby return to its place; for endurance of hunger and poverty 
during our few days here were easier than a hole in thy chair 
among the just in Paradise Accordingly, he prayed to his Lord, 


* the phfuc TTmfvl Rg up tilling dun j R pTAyef .*^ 

,' f»/Moh«nacd U Kenrded “Atfakru fukhrf” fpnvcrty ii my priieTli wltUi- 

Sihle in * mm whn psw *int«d f« myihini Here h« i* aiimctrinOly oppoHd u> AC 
L Oohotly ‘nii the Prophet *««* » hiv« bottowed fpom Chrineadom, 

whM= L«^ and avfl- ihtrw, * mm to H*U he enjoyed . very modifieri 

Hrtrm in that Lfc end which EUggnied that one of the man** gmt«t muenea U an ecefe, 
f^rmy"—ceptcaented in the Church a* a bride young mad loTdi, 
It * nch mm can hwdly ejiier ihc ItLlsdoot" whal muit il be irith 1 puuf man wtioie 
ttndituHy are far more unr*»Durablc? Gang to the ciher euntne we mav tay iJiat Poe- 

'n L '*’* 7*^ “ “ " t«nclring oihm. 

lTaree*JI> 1 HHHcrn tlut thofe who preach anii jwaiie U thie muai, pnetiK it the lean 
wVlluSlr J the tcdeaienu: lie* aiwpyt locne ipeciai mwni, * church or a tchi^ ii wmnd; 
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and lo! the ruby Bew up to the roof and away wHIsc they looked 
at it. And they ce a sed not from their poverty and their piecy^ till 
they went to the presence of AlJah, to whom be Honour and 
Glory? And they also tell a tale of 


AL-HAJJAJ AND THE PIOUS MAN. 

Al'Hajjaj bin Yusup al'Sakapi had been long in pursuit of 
a certain man of the notables, and when at last he was brought 
before him, he said, ’“'O enemy of Allah, He hath delivered thee 
over to me;” and cried, “Hale him to prison and lay him by the 
heels in heavy fetters and build a closet over him, that he may not 
come forth of it nor any go into him." So they bore Kirn to jail 
and summoned the blacksmith with the irons; and every rime the 
smith gave a stroke with his hammer, the prisoner raised his eyes 
to heaven and said, "Is not the whole Creation and the Empire 
thereof His? * * Then the gaolers budt the cage* over him and 
left him therein, lorn and lone, whereupon Tanging and con- 
stemation entered into Him and the tongue of his r ase recited in 
extempore verse. 


“O, Wish of wistful men. for Thee 1 yearn; • My heart seeks grace of one 
no heart dull spurn. 

Unhidden from tby s^t ti this my case; • And fear one glance of thee I 
pine and bum. 

They jailed and tortured me with sorest: pains: • Alas for lone one can no aid 
discern! 


but not the less h« mihet tt»t aioiMiy. fn Srrf* this Hdlf Porerty indi n tmnfe 
ibtoei. Ae Baynit 1 recusniHii in most uopuilcnt b«^»n wdS-to .^0 peisinti Ikuh the 
Kairawjn dismet, ami pmcntly found mu that whtliE their Hetiis were under mow they 
cntM diP^n CO the coWiK ed m. cUmiitc Anil liirtd oti mlmA. 14uikcd cfaBU 

if tlicy were 3;:$}unii^ to bc^ Mfikcd qic if I ftdiaiAcii of foElowIng in the foot- 
ckf the SavifMir Aiuj Apcadi^ Hot mndi w^acr Zoftkoncr whci found Ifi ihn Sa- 
prmt Paradli-ie (MifUiW]£n-tTdnLj) “janLny titi! m fslti »Ail liJvcf who h*d wor^ 

thipped the LonJ and had bccci gratEfu! to Hlni/' (Dabi&tEn t- ^5.) 

* Koran Tti. 51 

■ Arab^ house. The Anhi had pfobabEy learned chii pJwant nmdcL of 

^finemert Irtiin the Chin»c whotc Km or Canp±e U weU tmowna Tire ArtUan fdfm ol 
Sc im ^Ghull/* cl- portalde ptHorr,^ which nfpnoh^tei will wear oft Jud^mtEit Day. 
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Bm, alt« lone, I find Thy name befriends • And tlwera^ though sleep to 
cytsAhall ne'er return: , , . 

Aft thou aocept of I osi: for iwuilht: • And only Thou what s in my 
heart cinjit lean)!" 

Now when night fell dark, the gaoler left his wat<init^ to guard 
Kiin apfl went to his house; and on the morrow, when ^ 

the prison, he found the fetters lying on the ground ^d t^ 
prisoner gone; whereat he was affrighted and made sure of death. 
So he returned to his place and back Ihs family farew^ afn^ 
which he took In bis sleeve his shroud and the sweet h^ba for is 
corpse, and v/ent in to Al'Hajiaj. And as he stood ^ 

presence, die Governor smelt the perfumes and ^ked, Wiut is 
that?” when the gaoler answered, ”0 niy lord, it is I who have 
brought it." “And what moved thee to that?" e^«^‘rea the 

Governor; whereupon he told him his case.-^And Shahiazad 

peredved the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


il tooS the jfoijr J^unhreh anh i&ebentp'firsct 

She said. It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that when the 
gaoler told his case to Al'Hajjaj, the Governor cried, “Woe to 
thee! Didst thou hear him say aught?" Answered the gaoler, 
"Yes! whilst the blacksmith was hammering his irons, he oca^ 
not to look up heavenwards and say, 'Is not the whole Creation 
and the Empire thereof His?'" Rejoined Al'Hajjaj, Dost thou 
not know that He, on whom he called in thy presence, delivered 
him in thine absence?" And the tongue of the case recited on 
this theme, 

**0 Lend, how many a (irief from roe hast driven • Nor can t sit or Eland 
without Thy hold: _ . , 

Htwv many many things I cannoc count, * Tbqu savsi Efoo many many 
and manifold!" 

And they also tell a tale of 
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THE BLACKSMITH WHO COULD HANDLE FIRE 
WITHOUT HURT. 

It reach^ the cars of a certain pious that there abide in 
such a town a blacksmith, who could put his band into the fire and 
pull out the iron rcd*hot. without the flames doing him aught ot 
hurt.‘ So he set out for the town in question and asked for the 
blacksmith; and, when the man was ^own to him, he watclwd 
work and saw him do as had been reported to him. e 
waited till he had made an end of his day'^s work; then, going up 
to him saluted him with the salaro and said, “I would be toy 
guest this night." Replied the smith, "With gladness and goody 
greer* and carried b‘m to his place, where they supped togeth^ 
and lay down to sleep. The guest watched, but ^w no m 
his host of praying through the night or of spe^ devoutocK and 
said in his imnd, “Haply he hideth himseK from me ^ he 
lodged with him a second and a third night, but found that he md 
not exceed the de\-otions prescribed by the law and custom of the 
Prophet and rose but little in the dark hours to pray. At last ^ e 
said to him, “O my brother, I have heard of the gift with which 
Allah hath favoured thee and have seen the truth of rt with mine 
eyes Moreover, I have taken note of thine assiduity m t^gious 
exerdses, but find in thee no such piety as distingi^heth 
who work saintly miracles: whence, then, corocth this to thee? 
“I will teU thee," answered the smith, “Know that 1 wm on^ce 
passionately enamoured of a slave'girl and ofttimK sued h^ for 
lovediessc, butcould no t prevail upon her, because she still Md fast 
by her chastity. Presently there came a year of drought hunger 

and hardship; food failed and there bcfel a tore famine. As I 
was sitdng one day at hcitns, somebody kn^ked at the oor, so 
1 went out and behold, she was standing there; and she said to 
me, *0 my brother, I am sorely anhungeri^ ^d I lire i^c 
to tliee, beseeching thee to feed me for A^s ^e! L 

•Wottest dwu not how I love thee and what I have suff^ed tor 
thy sake? Now I wiU not give thee one bittock of bread except 


»TTiiicommoiirti injuring mek in iHc W«< Heccmei« ffijraUc in the 
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thou yidd thy peison to me.* Quoth she, 'Death, but not dis' 
obedience to the Lord!* Then she went away and returned after 
two days with the same prayer for food as b^ore. t made her a 
like answer* and she entered and sat down in ray house being nigh 
upon death. J set food before her, whereupon her eyes brimmed 
W'ith tears and she cri^, 'Give me meat for the love of Allah, to 
whom belong Honour and Glory!* But I answered, "Not so, by 
Allah, except thou yidd thyself to me.* Quoth she, 'Better is 
death to me than tlie wrath and wreak of AUm the Most Highest;' 

and she rose and left the food untouched”-And Shahraaad 

petceivied the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

SUjCTi it Iraas tfjc JPour Ibtinhrel) anh ^ehcittp-detotih Jliatil, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
man set food before her* the woman said, *' 'Give me meat for the 
love of Allah, to whom be Honour and Glory!' But I answered, 
'Not so, by Allah, except thou yidd to me thy person.’ Quoth 
she, ‘Better is death than the wrath and wreak of Allah;’ and she 
rose and left the food untouched and went away repeating these 
couplets, 

‘O Thou, tbe One, whcee grace doth all the world embrace^ • Thine eaia 
hive hfsutlf Thine cyo have fiaai my case! 

Rrfvition and difitness have dealt me iiisivy blcwst * Tlie wo^ that weaty 
mie no utterance can tracer 

I am like tme athirat eyes the landacipe^a * Yet may not drink a 
dniighi of ftrsuns that rdl and race. 

My flesh would tempt me by the aght of eavoury food • Whose joy? fh^ll 

pass aVp^ay and maintiLii th^ir ptace^ 

She then disappeared for two days, when she again came and 
knocked at the door; so I went out to her, and lo! hunger had 
taken away her voice; but, after a rest she said, ’O my brother, T 
am worn out vrith want and know not what to do, for I cannot 
show ray face to any man bur to thee. Say. wilt thou feed Die for 
the love of Allah Almighty?' But I answered, ‘Not so, except 
thou yield to me thy person.* And she entered my i h niT<:t> and sat 
down. Now I had no food ready; but, when the meat was dressed 
and I laid it in a saucer, behold, the grace of Almighty Allah 
entered into me and 1 said to myself, 'Out cm thee! This woman, 
weak of wit and faith, hath refrained from food till she can no 
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longer, for stress of hunger; and. whik she refuseth time^ after 
time, thou canst not forb^ from disobedience to the I^rdP And 
I said, 'O my G^, 1 repent to Thee of that which my 
purport' Then I took the food and carrying :t to her, said, 
‘Eat, for no barm shall betide thee; this is for the love of Allah, 
to whom belong Honour and Glory !’ Then she raised her eyes 
to heaven and said, 'O my if this man say sooth, I pr^y 
forbid fire to harm him io this world and the neit, for Thou over 
all things art Omnipotent and Prevalent in answering the prayw 
of the penitent!' Then 1 left Ker went to put out the tire in 
the biasiei’,^ Now the season was winter and the weather cold, 
and a live coal fell on ray body; but by the decree of Allah (to 
whom be Honour and Glory!) 1 felt no pain and it became my 
conviction her prayer had been answered* So I took the c<^ 
in my hand, and it burnt me not; and goiog io to 1 said, 

'Be of good cheer, for AUali bath granted thy prayer!’ "-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
p ermi tted say. 


aben if taasf Ifje jfour ?&unl«rch anS »e»cntp-thirb ilighh 

She said. It hach reached me, O auspicious King, that the black' 
smith continued; *’So 1 went in to her and said. Be of good cheer, 
for Allah hath granted thy prayer!' Then she dropped the morsel 
from her hand and said, ‘O my God, now that Thou hast shown 
me my d^ire of him and hast granted me my prayer for him, 
take Thou my soul, for Thou over ah things art Almighty!’ And 
straightway He took her soul to Him, the mercy of Allah be upon 
hcr!'^ And the tongue of the case extemporised and spake on this 
theme, 

"SIk pmywj; the Loni of gta« Her prayer ofccycd; * AjuI ajansd the ain- 

ncTp whtt fer ain had pmyed; . ^ i t \ 

He ahowtid htjr d! sbe prayed Him to g3fam‘ • And Death ta prayed she} 

her portian madic ; 


* Arab. "Kiirlln'*; tlic liKlli terra Lft M^akal fp™. Mincill) ^ pan isf OTppeff or 
Smi: a™ stand fw fw hiffb mid w ^ Imu (M. 

chapL it) Ei™ «i Uluitxitdcn of the dmrAet kind, togethcf with ihc AiikS, * unallff 
pan for hariaB coffee. S$e Mghr dxnvuL 
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Uf^to hit door dtc aiwl piaysi for food. * And lued hii rulh for what 
her misciy made: 

He leant to error fcllowing hts itiets. * And hoped to enjoy her aa her 
wanu persuade; 

Bur he knew tittle of what Albh willed; * Nor was Rcjtentance, though 
umought, denayed 

Fate OEBiio to him who flies fratB. Fate, O Lord, * And lot and daily 
bread by Thee are weighed.'’ 

And they al^ tell of 


THE DEVOTEE TO WHOM AUAH GAVE A ODUD 
FOR SERVICE AND THE DEVOUT KING. 

There was once, amomg the childrien of Israel, a man of the 
devout, for piety acclaimed and for continence and asceticism 
gnfamed, whose praj'crs were ever granted and who by supplica- 
tioo obtained whatso he wanted; and he was a wanderer in the 
mountains and was used tn pass the night in worship. Now 
Almighty Allah had subjected to him a dbud which travelled 
with him whcre\'er be went, and poured on him its water' 
treasures in abundance diat he might make his ablutions and 
drink. After a long rime when things were thus, his fervour some' 
what abated, whereupon Allah took the cloud away from him and 
ceased to answer his prayers. On this account, great was his grief 
and long was his woe; and he ceased not to regret the time of grace 
and the miracle vouchsafe to him and to lament and bewail and 
bemoan himself, till he saw in a dream one who said to him, “An 
thou wouldi^ have Allah restore to thee thy doud. seek out a 
certain King, in such a tewn, and beg him to pray for thee: so 
will Allah (be He extolled and exalted!) give thee back thy doud 
and bespread it over thee by virtue of bis pious prayers.’* And he 
began repeating these couplets, 

“Wciid to that piou! prayerful Emir, * Who can with gladness thy oon' 
ditfon cheer; 

An he pray Allah, thou shalr win thy wish; * And hi:avy rain ihalJ drop 
from wdipn dear. 

He aandf all King} above in potent worth; • >l(ir to oompaM with him 
doth au^ht appear; 
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Near him thou Mon ahalt hap vpwi thy want, * And «c all joy and ebdnoi 

dram thee near: „ „ , , f ■ j. 

Then cut the wolda and wtida unfomitcd nil • The goal thou gocst for amgh 

shall speer!” 

So the hermit set out for the town named to him in the dr^: 
and, coming thither after long travel, enquired for the Kmga 
palace wiiiA duly ahown to him. And behold*, at the 
he found a slavc'officcr sitting on a great chair and dad in gor 
geous gear* so he stood to him and saluted him; and he returned 
his «l:»m and asked him, "What is thy business?" Answered 
the devotee ”T am a wronged man, and come to submit my case 
to the King.” Quoth the officer, 'Thou hast no access to him 
this day; for he hath appointed unto petitioners and enquirers one 
day in every set'en’' (naming the day), on w'hich they may go m 
to him; so wend thy ways in welfare till then.” The h^t wm 
vexed with the King for thus veiling himsdf from the folk ^ 
in thought, "How shaU this man be a saint of the samte of Allah 
(to whom belong Majesty and Mightl) and he ^ this wise- 
Thenhe went away anuawaited the appointed day. Now (quoth 
he) "when it came, I repaired to the palace, where I found a^ great 
number of folk at ^e gate, expecting admission; and I stood with 
them, till there came out a Wazir robed in gorgeous raiment and 
attended by guards and slaves, who said, let those, who have 
petitions to present, enter,' So I entered with the rest and found 
the King seated facing his officers and grande^who were ranged 
according to their eevcral tanks and degrres. The Waiir took up 
his post and brought forw'ard the petitJ<mets, one by t^ne, tdl it 
came to my turn, when the King looked on me and said Wel¬ 
come to Che 'Lord of the Qoud'! Sit thee down nil I ma^ 
leisure for thee,' I was confounded at his words confess^ 
his dignity and superiority; and, when King had answ^^ 
the petitioners and had made an end with them, he ^sc and ^ 
misid his Wasirs and Grandees; th^ taking my h^d he led 
me to the door of the private palace, where we foimd a hl^k Javi^ 
splendidly arrayed, with helm on head, and on his nght hand and 
Ss left, bows and coats of mail He rose to Ae King; ani 
hastening to obey his orders and forratall bs wishes, opened the 
door. We went in, hand in hand, till we came to a bw wjckrt. 
which the King himself opened and led me into a ruinous place of 
frightful desolation and thence passed into a chamber, wherein 
nau^t but a prayer'carpet, an ewer for ablution and some mam ol 
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palm'leaves. Hett tte King doffed his royal robes and donned a 
coarse gown of white wool and. a conical bonnet of felt. Then he 
sac down and making me sit, called out to his wife, *Ho, such 
an oncl' and she answered from within saying, ‘Here am L' 
Quoth he, 'Knowest thou who is our guest to'day?’ RgjSied 
she, ‘Yes, it is the ‘Lord of the Cbud/ The King said, ‘Come 
forth: it mattereth not for him.' And behold, there entered a 
woman, as she v.'cre a vision, with a face that beamed like the new 

Inoon; and she wore a gown and veil of wtxil."-And Shahrazad 

peredved the dawn of day and ceased to say her penuitted say. 


iSben It tnaff the :^mtT l^cntirch anh ^thentp-fonrt^ 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that “when the 
King called to his wife, she came forth from the inner room; and 
her face beamed like the new moon; and she wore a gown and a 
veil of wool. Then said the King, ‘O my brother, dost thou desire 
to hear our story or that we shoiud pray for thee and dismiss thee?' 
Answered the hermit; 'Nay, I w'ish to hear the tale of you twain, 
for that to me were preferable,' Said the King, ‘My forefathers 
handed down the throne, one to the other, and it defended from 
great one to great one, in unbroken succession, till the last died 
and it came to me. Now Allah had made this hateful to me, for I 
would fain have gene awandering over earth and left the folk to 
their own afi^airs; but I feared lest they should fall into confusion 
and anarchy and ml^ovemment so as to swerve from divine law, 
and the union of the Faith be broken up. ^^erefore, abandoning 
my own plans, I took the kingship and appointed to every head of 
them a regular stipend; and donned the royal robes; and posted 
slave-officers at the doors, as a terror to the dishonest and for the 
defence of honest folk and the mamtenance of law and limitations. 
Now when free of this, 1 entered this place and, doffing my royal 
habit, donned these clothes thou scest; and this my cousin, the 
daughter of my father's brother, hath agr^tl with me to renounce 
the world and hdpeth me to serve the Lord, So we are wont to 
weave these palm-leaves ^d earn, during the day, a wherewithal 
to break our fast at nightfall; and we have lived on this wise nigh 
upon fo^ years. Abide thou with us fso Allah have mercy on 
theel) till we sell our macs; and thou shalt sup and sleep with us 
this night and on the morrowwend thy ways with that diouwishcst, 



Moslem Champion ano the Christian Damsel. 3.77 

Inshallahr So he tamed with them till the eod of the day, wh^ 
there came a boy five years old who took the mats they had tnaefc 
and carrying them W the market, sold them for a carat;" and with 
this bought bread and beans and returned with them to the King 
The hermit broke his fast and by down to sleep with thm; but 
in the middle of the night they both arose and fell to praying and 
weeping. When daybreak was near, the King s^d, 'O my 
this Thy servant beseecheth Thee to return him bis doud; and tn 
do this Thou art able: so, O my God, let him see his prayer granted 

and restore him his cloud;' The Queen amen d to b^ or^ns and 

behold, the cloud grew up in the sty; whereupon the King gave 
the hermit joy and the man took leave of them and went away, the 
fToj kI compan>Tng him as of old. And whatsoe^'cr he recitured of 
Allah after this, in the names of the pious King and Queen, ile 
granted it without fail and the man made thereon these couplets, 

"My Lord Wh fain of piety; * Hearn In thi: W«dom-gardm 

Thdrb^te* Ions at peace, and motioolcss • For brauli Uut hide in purest 

HioiJS'all silcn^ awesomE: of their Lord, * For bidden things unseen ai«l 
seen they see." 

And they tell a tale of 


THE MOSLEM CHAMPION AND THE CHRISTIAN 


DAMSEL. 



one ot tue Unri^uans etrungnujpi 

Moslems two men, brothers, wh 
bold daring against the enemy 


£D that die commander of the 
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besieged fortress sard to tus chiefs and bi3.ves, "Were but yonder 
two Moslcois ta'en or shun, 1 would wammt you againsc die rest 
of didr strain/' Wherefore they kit not to set for them all 
manner of toils and snares and ceased not to manceuvTt and lie 
in wait and ambush for them, till they took one of them prisoner 
and slew the other, who died a martyr. They carried the captive 
to the Captain of the fort, who looked at him and said, "Verily, 
to kill this man were indeed a pityt but his tecum to the Moslem 

would be a calamity.*’-^And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

EBben it toad the .^out anti ^ebentp-hftb 

Sic said, Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
enemy carried their Moslem captive before the Captain of the fort, 
the Christian look^ at Kirn and said, "Verily to kill this man 
were a pity indeed; but his return to the Modem would be a 
calamity. Oh that he might be brought to embrace the Hasarene 
Faith and be to us an aid and an arm!*' Quodi one of his 
Patrician Knights, "O Emir, I will tempt him to abjure his faith, 
and on this wise: we know that the Arabs are mu«^ addicted to 
women, and 1 have a daughter, a perfect beauty, whom when he 
sees, he will be seduced by her," Quoth the Captain, *T give him 
into thy charge." So he carried him to his place and clad his 
daughter in raiment, such as added to her beauty and loveliness. 
Then he brought the Moslem into the room and set before kirn 
food and made the fair girl stand in his presence, as she were a 
handmaid obedient to her lord and awaiting hi$ orders that she 
might do his bidding. When the Moslem saw the evil sent down 
upon him, he commended himself to Allah Almighty and dosing 
his eyes, applied bimsdf to worship and to reciting the Koran. 
Now he liada pleasant voice and a piercing wit; and the Na^ene 
damsel presendy loved lum with passionate love and pined (or 
him w'i^ extreme repine. This lasted sev^en days, at the end of 
which she said to herself, “Would to Heaven he would admit me 
into the Faith of Al'lslamr" And the tongue of her case t ed te d 
these coupkts, 

“Wde tuiit thy face from heart that's all chine own, * Thi» heart thy ranaom 
and chiA ^ul ihy* waie? 
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I'm ready kraic md kin to quit for aj-e, • And rrary Faiiii for that of 
sward^ dixiwn^ 

I testify chat AUah hath nii mate: • Thts proof is staHishcJ and this truth 
1* 

HapI V shall dd§n He ujtion grmt with one * Avmc, and hcaxtoi hears: 
lovc'OvcrUiJXWti; 

For ofcdmes Joor cnst: shut, is opened wide, * And after evil case all good k 
shown.” 


At last her patience failed her and her hreast was straitened and 
she threw hcrsell on the ground before hita, saying, "I conjure thee 
by thy Fatth^ that thou give ear tn my wordsr' Asked he, “What 
are they?” and she answered, “Expound unto tne Al-Islam,” So 
he expounded to her the tenets of the Faith, and she became a 
Moslcmah, after which she was circumcised* and he taught her to 


^ AUliUm, whe« f^lYBiiDn ii fcupjj umkr iht ihod^ of the iwordd. 

’ MoslEnii Hlfce tbe fAiiitulle Bpd othcfr}' holJ the jditufit to be ihe 

ledn et ATI tuzi^ Ycncrfi which, tMy% SonmiiS, It mere prwfimiiy. \ n ihe liibe it {Fframi^u 
bcyorwl the md luiippiHg otf the hew! (orm% fcmEle circtimckion. Tlift tite ii 

po«d by to b^vc been indented by S^rdi who muriltied H^ay far jcAlua^ 

Bud W43 ifcerW'JiYd^ cr^lwYd bjr AUtth to Iibyc herielf dioimcijfd nt the: SAOse time M 
Abribitm. Se k ntTw (gr thociiii be) EEfiavcrKil Iji AUldam aT\i\ ito xAr^b wciuld fnaitrjr m gitl 
^’unpurified*^ by it. Son ijf m “unriimmciied^* mothet llbn (4 J tort tmtili 

Ai re^-ircE^ the populitr ijea tbxt Jrwish wgmea ww dreumdssl till the dm of Rjhhi 
Geniwm (.A_D+ lUOO) who denmnceil ir os a Kendal ro fhc Oi;niiSes, tbe l&Krnfd iVaf. H. 
Graft! Itrfonnj me, »idi tofti c m[J igti flfirtn, that the rite was. nevcf prAeiUed Btid ihat th* 
enc4t Rubbi corvicivieii only iigninH poEj-giuny. Fcmidc oimmeiHon, hpwei'fif^t* T bdicYc 
dte rule uttun^t wmc outlyiTtg tnbk of Jewi. The jitc b tbt froper oumpkinenT of mole 
cirtDindHon^ eYeniii^ the touitiyrnesft of the ttenttoda by' itadudnn ir equally srt bodt 
ketn; en uncifCainafieii worUBn Kai the v^^nerrai OT^fiHn miKh sooner WEd oftCJlCT than ■ 
dfcumctwJ lUiiti^ amj frcqLient onlui would injure hEr hedtth £ hcrtct J dspke 

the leiLrneJ hiutTfidn^ that it If practiKi! by Knrte Eutern Jc*'*, ^'Esetdoo^* u cuuTmaf 
tinE^rvpt the negYcedi nf tijr l?pper Vtle iVVerrtE), the SomJl and othrr adjacent mho* 
11} e opetutor,^ nn old woitinn^ t^kes up die ifkiTnjmeuEi a knife or ra^nf-^blfJe b^cd fato it 
woDtlefl banfUc, arid with ehrre awccpi curs off fhc Ubie md the hea:d of tbe cGnrn. The 
then lew n up wtrh i pecknccdilr and m thtrad of fh«p$kiri c ^w\ in Dar-Fur 4 tin 
tube 11 inteneii far ih e psuAage of ufine. marriHge the bfr^IcBrocm traim lumKlf for 

A itontb 00 beef| honey nod imikt ■nd, if he can open his bfidc with the naturaj ■weapon, 
he U a fwofrlcf to whoffi ni^ wdenaii iti tht tribe cm tlrny hcrtelf. Tf he fid3, be tria peno- 
tmoorr wtih hia iingm and by way of ktr reson whip« out hia whittle and cuts the parti 
open. The lufleriiii^ of the fim l^ew nighu muit hc Kfvcre^ Tht ftw Sctfliili ptCRSitiuEB 
who pracdactl it Aden alwayi hmi the lahj* and ctitorit eaciioii ind tht akin alwnrin.g the 
km of ^jrae aewiniL 'Hie mnra! rdect of fcntalc diturricTdoti ii peeultar. Wulc li 
dinttniihiB the heat; of paaritm Ic mtfEJLaa LccntiouKaeti, and breoeb a ddbauehcry of 
mind far wonc than bodily unchatdiy, becauae aDcompanied by a peoifiar cold p-uilty 
and It iiiie /or artlArial trimulinl* us ^luayry/* It la the leadoian^ of a apayed oanii^ 
imttatod by the WB^esUve braui of hLimamLyp 
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pray. Then said to him , “O my brother* 1 did but embiscc 
Al'Idam for thy sake and to win thy favours.'* Q^di be, "The 
law of Al'Islam forbiddedi sesual co mm erce save after a marriage 
before two legal witnesses, and a dowry and a guardian are also 
requisite. Now 1 know not where to find witnesses or friend or 
paxapheme; but, an thou can contrive to bring us out of this 
place, 1 may hope to make the land of Al'Islam, and pledge 
myself to thee that none other than thou in all <^'Islam shall be 
wife to me.” Answered she, "I will manage that”; and, calling her 
father and mother, said to them, ’‘‘Indeed this Moslem's h^rt is 
softened and he longeth to enter the faith, so I wall grant him that 
^iuch he dcsireth of my person; but be saith: 'It b^tteth me not 
to do this in a town wbi^ my brother was slain. Could I but get 
outside it my heart would be solaced and I would do that which 
b wanted of me.' Now there is no harm in letting me go forth 
with him to another town, and I will be a surety to you both and 
to the Emir for that which ye wish of him." Therefore her father 
went to their Captain and told him this, whereat he joyed with 
exceeding joy and bade him carry them forth to a village that she 
named. So they went out and made the village where they' abode 
the rest of their day, and when night fell, they got ready for the 
march and went their way, ev^en as saith the poet, 

“ 'The time of pirting,' cry they, ‘dra'weth nigh*: * ‘How oft this pairing' 
threat?' I bvt reply; 

Tve naught to do bur eras the wild and wold * And. mile by mite, o'er 
foufitless wastes to Ay, 

If the beloved seek anotlter land * Sons of the road, whereso they wend, 
wend L 

I isake dcsiie direct mi to tbdr tide, * The guide to show tnc when: the way 
doth lie." 

And Shabraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


^tn ft tfie ,^our jE^tinbreb anh ^bcntp'fifxtb .^isht. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspiebus King, that the 
prisoner and the lady abode in the village the rest of thdr day 
and, when night fell, made ready for the march and went upon 
their way: and all night without stay or delay. The 
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young Mosilemt mounting a swift hlood'horse and taking up the 
maiden behind liim, ceased not devouring the ground itU it was 
bright morning, when he turned asiti; wi& her from the highway 
and, alighting, they made the Wiuu-ablution and prayed the dawti- 
praycr. Now as they were thus engaged behold, they heard the 
dank of swords and dink of bridles and men^s voices and tramp 
of horse; whereupon he said to her, “Ho, such an one, tiie 
Naxarenes are after usi What shall we do?: the horse is so jaded 
and broken down that he cannot stir another step/' Esclaimed 
she, "Woe to thee! art thou then afraid and affrighted?” “Yes,” 
answered he; and she said, "What didst thou tell me of die 
power of thy Lord and His readiness to succour those who succour 
seek? Come, let us bumble oursdves before Him and beseech 
Him: haply He shall grant us His succour and endue us with His 
grace, extolled and exited be He!" Quoth he, “By Allah, thou 
sayst wenr” So they began humbling themselves and supplicating 
Almighty Allah and he redted these coupletSi 

"Indeed 1 Jjocrljf need thy choicest aid, • And ehould, though crown were 
placed upon my bead; 

Thou ait my chiefest want, aitd if my hand • Won what it wisheth, all my 
wAnCn were Aped, 

Thou hast not anjraijig withholdest ThcBj; • liltc pouring rain Thy grace is 
showered: 

I'm shut thdefttEm h>' dins of nie, yet Thou, * O Clement, ddgttest pmkai' 
light to dhed 

O Carc'Dispeller. deign dispel my grief! * None can, save Thou, dispel a 
grief so dread." 

Whilst he was praying and she was saying, "Amen," and the 
thunder of horsc'tramp nearing them, lo! the brave heard the 
voice of his dead brother, the martyr, speaking and saying, “O my 
brother, fear not, nor grieve! for the host whose approach thou 
hearest is the host of AUah and his Angels, whom He hath sent 
to serve as witnesses to your marnage. Of a truth Allah hath 
made His Ai^els glorify you and He bestov;eth on you the meed 
of the meritorious and the martyrs; and He hath rolled up the 
earth for you as it were a rug so that, by morning, you wii] be in 
the mountains of Al'Medinah, And thou, when thou foregathcrest 
with Omar bin al'Khattab (of whom Allah accept!) give him my 
salutation and say to him: 'Allah abundantly requite thee for Al' 
Islam, because thou hast counselled faithfully and hast striven ddi' 
gently.' ” Thereupon Angels lifted up th^ voices in salutation 


Alf Latlah wa Latij^h, 




CO him and his bride, sayiog,^ ^Verily, Almighty Allah appointed 
her in marriage to thee two thousand years before the creation of 
your father Adam (with whom be peace evermore!),*’ Then joy 
and gbdness and peace and happines came upon the twain; con' 
fidence was con£rmed and established was the guidance of the 
pious pair. So when dawn appeared, they prayed the accustomed 
prayer and fared forward. Now it was tne wont of Omar, son 
of AlrlChaccab (Allah accept him!), to rise for moming'prayer 
in the darkness before dawn and ac times he would stand in the 
praycT'nichc with two men behind him, and begin recitme the 
Chapter entitled “Cattle'*^ or that entitled “Women.”* where¬ 
upon the sleeper awoke and he who was making his W ucu-ablution 
accomplished it and he who was afar came to prayer; nor had he 
made an end of the hrst bow, ere the mosque was full of folk; 
then he would pray bis second bow quickly, repeating a short 
chapter. But, on thac morning he htirried over both first and 
second inclinations, repeating in each a short chapter; then, after 
the concluding salutation, turning to his companions, he said to 
them. “Come, let us fare forth to meet the bride and bridegroom”; 
at which they wondered, not understanding his words. But he 
went out and they followed him, till they came to the gate of the 
city, where they met the young Moslem who, when the day broke 
and the standards of Al-Medinah appeared to him, had pushed 
forward for die gate closely followed By his bride. There he was 
met by Omar who bade make a marriage feast: and the Moslems 
came and ate. Then the young Moslem went in unto his bride 

and Almighty Allah vouchafedliim children,-^And Shahracad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IHhtn it bms tfjt anta ibehtntp-hebtnQi 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Omar (on 
whom be peace!) bade make a marriage-feast; and die Moslems 
came and ate. Then the young Modem went in unto his bride 
and Almighty Allah vouchsafed him children, who fought in the 
Lord's way and pneseiv'ed genealcgies, for they gloried therein. 
And how excellent is what is said on such theme. 


^ Kicrmn vi. Sa Clllcd bcClL^ cemtin lU pmci riotii tboiit CntiJe ihcfi^ mentmaad- 
■ SConn i-r^ So> cillEd bcCftute 1 1 uvm of matmagot divuruVr 
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“I »w thct weep befan; iJw Rates and 'pfain, • Whilst ooly cunous tvtght 
reply WDijJd dd^; 

Hadi eye bcwitdu tht^ or hath evil lot • Twixi thee and door of 
friend Kt bar of hmc7 

Wafcc up tiiii day. O wretch^ peraist in prayer^ • Repent ai v^ont repetii: 
departed men. 

Haply diaJj vnish thy ain* Forgivenesa'shiowere; * And m thiiue erring head 
aome ndi skill rain: 

And prisoner diaO escape despite his boodsi • And slave from thrakkin 
freedom skill attain/* 

And they ceased not to be in all solace and delight of L’fe, till 
there came to them the Destroyer of delights and the Sunderer of 
societies. And a tale is told by Sidi Ibrahim bin Al'Khaw\ras’ 
(on whom be the mercy of Allab!) concerning himself and 


THE CHRISTIAN KING'S DAUGHTER AND 
THE MOSLEM. 

"My ^irit urged me, once upon a time, to go ferth into the 
country' of the Infidels; and 1 strove with it and struggled 
to put away from me this indination; but it would not 1^ re- 
jected. So 1 fared forth and joume:j^ about the land of the 
Unbelievers and traversed it in all its parts; for divine grace 
enveloped me and heavenly protecdon encompassed me, so 
1 met not a single Naiarene but he turned away his eyes and 
drew off from me, till 1 came to a certain great city at w'hosc 
gate 1 found a gathering of black slaves, md in armour and 
bearing iron maces in their hands. When they saw me, they 
rose to their feet and asked me; ‘Art thou a leach?’'; and 1 
answered, ‘‘Yes/ Quoth they, '‘Come speak to our King.' and 
carried me before their ruler, who was a handsome personage of 
majestic presence. When 1 stood before him, he looked at me and 
said, 'Art a physician, thou?' 'Yes,' quoth I; and quoth he to his 
officers. 'Cany him to her, and acquaint him with the condition 


^ SEdi {contr^ined from Eond} tt a tiiie idD ippElfl! so holy men In 

and the sn iht Africtn mtK it it tnumeJ by negro tnd negrcifd 

Sidi MubtfAk B^ntbuy; and ^'S«dy u thje A^lo^tndiin term for m ZxnrilMr-p 
tnnn» ^^KfuiwwAt-* u one wKo wcAvtit ptim-k^mt (Khot) into ctCn: hcrck 

fmweirer. Ii itLty be m mbitri ted QAine. 
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before he enter/ So rficy took me out and said to me, ‘Know that 
the Kir^ hath a daughter, and she is stricken with a sore disease, 
which no doctor hath bem able to cure: and no leach goeth in to 
her and treateth, widiout healing her, but the King puttech him to 
death. So bethink thee what thou secst fitting to do.' I replied, 
*The King drove me to her; so cany me to her/ Thereupon 
they brought me to her door and knocked; and behold, I heard 
her cry out from within, saying, ‘Admit to me the physician, lord 
of die wondrous secret!’ And she began reciting, 

‘Open the door! the leach now d»weth near; • And in my soul a wondrota 

KCTEt ipe^r: 

How many of the near far distant * * How many digtant far arc near^ 

iiear! 

I wafl ID stiangerhood amidfit yw all: • But willed ibfi Truth" my s darff 
ihould appear. 

Joined u* the poioic bonds of Faith and Creed; • Wc met m ckaresc fere 
grms dearest fere: 

He flued for mtervtcw wherwa pursued • The spy, and hlaiiietJ m tnvf s jibe 
and jeer; 

Thiin leave ywir evadin g aitd from blante desist^ * For fie upon you! noc a 
word ril bear* 

I care for naught that disappeai^ and fleets; * My cireiV for Thinp nor fleet 
nor disappear/ 


And lol a Shaykh, a very old man, opcied the door in haste and 
said to me, ‘Enter/ So I entered and found myself in a chamber 
strewn wi^ sweet'se^ted herbs and with a curtam drawn across 
one corner, from behind which came a sound of groaning and 
gyame, weak as from an emaciated frame. 1 sat down before the 
curtain and was about to offer my sakm when 1 bethought me of 
his words (whom Allah save and assainl), ' Accost not a Jew nor a 
Christian with the sakm salutation;' and, when ye meet them in 


^ i.f. ] D f{^ I: ihr ^ EOAngm ytt cf poor 4m Richard Motickcan Miln«^ Lord 
» Al-I1jkk»the Truths one d" the mncty-miif iiEfnn of 

* The Moalcin 1ft itiU amriJJin^ to sJiif^ Sftllid (Pcojct be with yoo) ro the Chriitisn, 
ftfth u diilifttoiT (FmJ to ft Moikni (Koraia,^ chape. Iv ■ndlrviiL). He tiiii*Ey ^xlw the 
difficuiry br taiatjpg rite acanst MAalcrn or hr i diaiiic of wordi AJIaJi yihrivk (AlUb 
direct thcf to the rfghT wtr) or ** Peace be upon ua the ri^h ecwh wurihapm of AUth ** 

(not rtio] or Al-Sainm {for Salum) «krba>=pdiOJi to thee. The hin ii old i Alexander af 
Alcxxiidrift In bd dr^Ur letter dcaoil^ the Ariaxt hernkfi 4ft ** men whom ic U zupc laji^ 
CO ftftlutc w t!? bid Gfri-ftpectL” 
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die way, constrain diem to die straitest pan ther^tV So I 
held my saluation, but she cried out trom behind the curtain, 
saying, 'Where the salutation of Unity and Indivisibility, O 
Khaww^?’ I was astonished at her spwdi and a&keci, *Hbw 
knov/est thou me?'; whereto ^e answered, ‘When the heart and 
thoughts arc whole, the tongue spraketh eloquently from the secret 
recesses of the soul. I begged Him yesterday to send me one of 
His saints, at whose hands I might have deliveranc^ and beliold, it 
■was cried to me from the dark places of my house, 'Grieve not; for 
we soon will send thee Ibrahim the Basket'maker. TIiot I asicd 
her, 'What of tfacc?’ and she answered, *lt is now four yeira 
ciWf diere appeared to me the Manifest Truth, and He is the 
Relator and the AUy, and the Uniter and the Sitter'by; whereupon 
my folk looked askance upon me with an evil eye and taxed me 
with insadity and suspected me of depravity, and there came not 
in to me doctor but terrified me, nor visitor hut confounded me. 
Quoth I. 'And who led thee to the knowledge of what thou 
wottest?’ Quoth she. The manifest signs and visible porcOTto of 
Allah: and, when the path is patent to thee, thou espi^t with tWne 
own ej'es toth proof and prover.' Now whilst wc w'cre talking, 
biold, in came the old man appointed to guard her and raid, 
'What doth thy doctor?'; and she replied. He hnoweth the hvirt 

and hath hit upon the healing.'"-And Shahrarad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


ffifjnt it toatf t&e Jfour J&unhcth anh S>cticntp-ciBl)tb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kiog,_ that whm the 
Shaykh, her guardian, went in to her he said. What doth my 
doctor?'; and she replied, 'He knoweth the hurt and bath hit 
upon the healing.' Hereupon he manifested joy and gladne^and 
accosted me with a cheerful countenance, then went and e 

Ring, who enjoined to treat me w'ith all honour and regard, 
visited her daily for seven days, at the end of which time said 
to me, 'O Abu IshAk, when shall be our flight to the land of 
AMsIam?' 'How canst thou go forth,' repbed I, and who 
would dare to aid thee?' Rejoined she, 'He who sent thee to 
me, dri%-ida thee as it were;' and I observ-ed. Thou sayest sooth. 
So when tnc morrnw dawned, we fared forth by caty'gate m 
all eyes were veiled from us, by commandment of Him who wdcn 
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He desireth au^t, saich to 'Be,' and it becotaeth;^ 6o that 1 
joumeyed with ner in safety to Mcccah, where she roade a home 
hard by the Holy House of Allah and lived seven years; dll the 
appointed day of her death. The earth of Weccah was her tomb, 
and never saw J any more steadfast in prayer and fasting than 
she; Allah send down upon her His m^des and have compassion 
on him who saith^ 

'When they to me had brau^t the leach (and durely abowed ’• The aigni of 
flowing tears and puung malady}. 

The facc'veil he wnhdi^w fram me, and 'neath it naught * Save breath of 
CKK iituDuled, unbodied, could he act 
Quoth he, “This be a sickncsa Lov'C akiuc ehall cure; • Love hath a aexiet 
from all guess of tuan wide free.' 

QutXh they. *Ati folk ignoic what here there be with him ■ Nature of iU 
and die its syiuptomoJogy, 

How then shall mcdicme work a cure?' At thit quoth I • 'Leave me alone; 
1 have no gucedng specialty.'" 

And they tell a tale of 


THE PROPHET AND THE JUSTICE OF PROVIDENCE. 

A CER-tAiN Prophet^ made his home for worship on a lofty moun' 
cam, at whose was a spring of running water, and he was wont 
to sit by day on the summit, that no man might see him, calling 
upon the name of Allah the Most Highest and watching those who 
frequented the spring. One day, as he sat looking upon the forni' 
tarn, behold, he espied a horseman who came up and dismounted 
thereby ^d taking a bag from his neck, set it down b^de him, 
after which he drank of the water and rested awhile, then he rode 
away, leaving behind him the bag which contained gold pieces. 
Presently up came another roan to drink of the spring, who saw 


' Komi »««. #2. t tuve bclwe tioied (Jim ttii timiMU phnt*; wu borrowed ftom thf 
Hcbrpri, who boirowcd it the Egyptaj-ft*. 
t The rtory nF Mmsa tad KMir hu been fwdwd befot^ Stt Konn chapr. mil 64 #r 
It ii mIb rckttd, siy* Lane (n. 643), hj AUKiTwjnl in the Ajlib ml^Makhldkii, n«* 
mujt be ''The and the Htrrnii” m Oati TtomArvchnitn, Tele iw, which ponbk 
ga.Te rise to P^cirA Ncmik; anrl Tele oscni. “"Of justice and Equitf.'^ The EtJjM 
SAT* it ^«Mii*jni 1 bcKuiifiit kssmt" 1 cifi And oiiiy cJtccEcnt eacuacA fijr ""dcME* e«J 
ihwx good BUT' come of 
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the bag and finding it full of money took it up; then, after satisfy^ 
ing his thirst, he made off with it in safety, A little after came a 
woodcutter wight with a heavy load of fuel on his back, and sat 
down by the spring to drink, when lot back came the firat horse' 
man in great trouble and asked him, '"Where is the bag which was 
here?” and when he answered, " I know nothing of it," the rider 
drew his sword and smote him and slew him. Then he searched 
his clothes, but found naught; so be left him and wended his ways. 
Now when the Prophet saw this, be said, "O Lord, one man h^ 
taken a thousand dinars and another man bath been skin un' 
justly," But Allah answered him, saying, “Busy thyself with thy 
devotions, for die ordinance of the universe is none of thine affair. 
The father of this horseman had violently despoiled of a thousand 
dinars the father of the second horseman; so I gave the son pcs' 
session of his sire’s money. As for the woodcutter, he had ^in 
the horseman’s father, w^herefore 1 enabled the son to obtain retri' 
bution for himself," Then cried the Prophet, “There is none other 
god than Ttou! Glory be to Tliee only! Verily, Tlwu art the 

Knowcr of Secrets." ‘-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased sayuig her permitted say, 

IBhen It tDa£ ft)t JTour auh ^ebentP’nmtb 

She said. It hath r^ched me, O auspicious King, that when the 
Prophet was bidden by inspiration or Allah to busy himself with 
his devotions and learned the truth of the case, he cried, ‘There is 
none other god but Thou! Glory be to Thee only! Verily, Thou 
and Thou alone wottest hidden things.” Furthemiore, one of the 
poets hath made these verses on the matter, 

"nie Prop Let tow wluttvcr eyes couM set, * And fain of other things cn- 
quired he; 

And, when hia eyes saw things misundcTstixtd, * Quoth he, 'O Lofd, this 
slain from sin was free. 

Thtt oflic hath won lum wealth withsuten work; * Albe appeared he girfaed 
in penury. 

And that in Joy of life was slain, although * D man's Creatjor free of sm 
he be' 

Cod answered ^ Twas his father'e good thou saw'st • Him take; by hde* 
ship not by roguery; 


' Kofu ehspi. T, 108 , 




288 


AtP LaVI-AH WA LaVI^Hx 


Yon woodman too dux lioiseiDan's sin had daioi * Vv'^hose son aveng^ hun 
with just viaory: 

Put off, O slave of Me. this thought for I • In men have art raysteriom 
seciecy! 

Bow to Our Law and humble and team * F«' good and evil issuci Our 
deow.'"* 

Aod a ggr tatn pious main b^th told us tbe of 


THE FERRYMA>i OF THE NILE AND THE HERMIT. 

“1 WA3 f>nca a fenym^ on tbe Nile and used lo ply berween the 
eastern and the western banks. Now one day, as I sat in my 
boat, there came up to me an old man of a bright and beaming 
countenance, who saluted me and 1 returned his greeting; and 
he said to me, 'Wilt thou ferry me o\ot for the love of Allah 
Almighty?' I answered, 'Yes,' and he continued, 'Wdt thou 
moreover give me food for Allah's sake?'; to which again I 
answered, ‘With all my heart.' So he entered the boat and I 
rowed him over to the eastern side; remarking that he was cbd 
in a patched gown and carried a gourd-bottle and a staff. When 
he was about to land, he said to me, '1 desire to lay on thee a 
heavy trust,' Quoth I, 'What is it?' Quoth he, 'It hath been 
revealed to me that my end is nearhand and that to-morrow about 
noon thou wile come and find me dead under yonder tree. Wadi 
me and wrap me in the shroud thou wilt see under my head and 
after thou hast prayed over me, bury me in this sandy ground and 
take my gown and gourd and staff, which do thou deliver to one 
who shall come and demand them of thee,' T marvelled at hh 
words, and I slept there. On the morrow 1 awaited till noon the 
event he had announced, and then I forgot what he had said till 
near the hour of afternoon-prayer, when 1 remembered it and 
hastening to the appointed place, found him under the tree, dead, 
with a new shroud under lus head, exhaling a fragrance of musk. 
So I washed him and shrouded him and prayed over him. then 
dug a hole in the sand and buried him, after I had taken his 
tagged gown and bottle and staff, with which 1 crossed the Nile 


^ Tkr ffdirpTE! 1i phcEinm£aal+ 
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to the wcatem side and there mghted. As soon as morning 
dawned and the dcy gate opened, I sighted a young man known to 
me as a loose fellow, dad in fine dothes and his hands stained 
with Henna, who said to me, ’Art thou not such an one?' 
‘Yes,* answered I; and he said, ‘Give me the trust.' Quoth I, 
*What is that?* Quoth he, "The gown, the gourd and the 
stair,’ I asked him, 'Who told th^ of them?* and be answered, 
'I know nothing save that I spent yesternight at the wedding of 
one of my friends singing and carousing dll daylight, when 1 lay 
me down to filcep and take my rest; and behold, there stood by me 
a personage who said, ‘Verily Allah Almighty hath taken such a 
saint to Himself and hath appointed dia; to fill his pbee; so go 
thou to a certain person (naming the ferryman), and take of him 
the dead mans gown and bottle andata5, for tie left them with 
him for thee,' So I brought them out and gave them to him; 
whereupon he doffed his clothes and, donning the gown, went his 
way and left me.‘ And when the glooms around me, J fell 
a-weeping; but, that night, w'hile sleeping I saw the Lord of Holi' 
ness (glorified and exalted be He!) in a dream saying, 'O my 
servant, is it grievous to chee that 1 have granted to one of My 
servants to return to Me? Indeed, this is of My bounty, that I 
vouchsafe to whom I will, for I over all things am. Almighty.' So 
1 repeated these couplets, 

’Lover with lov^* loeedi wili and aim! * All dioice (an coulcht thou know) 
were siiif nl ahamt 

Or grant He favour and wuh unton gnoe, * Or from thee turn, away. He 
Iiath no bkniE. 

An from *uch turning thou no joy enjoy • Depart! the place for dice no 
place became. 

Or canst His near discern nuc fiXKii His far? * Then Love’s in vaiti and 
thou'rt a^rear and lame. 

If pine for Thee afilfct tny sprite, or men * Hale me to death, the rein Thy 
hand shall dairn! 


’ He wrat iti wimdcrjuid softiencil hciiTt user the tnintcle cfjjiltitly Affecueu. 

' In SuAidcil parldbce, the errature is the bver anri the Crtsior the Bdovtd: voridly 
sistEneeit Disitthion, purrinif, tevennoei and the life to mne Is Reunion. The hsii* «f 
the ides Is the human soul l»ein|£ a diviiut psnjculii sure, * disjwncti mdeoitc (ram the 
Gteat Spirit, iinpriiiuneft In S JhH of tteih; mil it is so Tar vslualjit thst It hat pnxluttil S 
RTsiui snil pstJiEiie poetry; Init Comnidti Sente stk^ Where is die proof? Anii Retson 
wuitt to hiww, WThst does ic al] mein ? 
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So txim The* to or fm, to me ’tin one; • What TTiou ordaincst none sMI 
daredcfunic: 

My love hath naught of aim but Thine approof ■ And if Thou say we pait 
I ny the samt*" 

And of the tales they tell is one concerning 

THE ISLAND KING AND THE PIOUS ISKAEUTE. 

There was once a notable of the Children of Israel, a man of 
wealth who had a pious and blessed son. When his last hour 
drew nigh, his son sat down at his head and said to him, "O my 
lord, give me an injunction,” Quoth the father, ^'O dear son, I 
charge thee, swear not by Allah or truly or falsely Then he died 
and catain lewd feUows of the Children of brad heard of the 
charge he had laid on his son and began coming to the latter and 
saying, "Thy father had such and such monies of mine, and thou 
knowest it; so give me what was entrusted to him or else make 
oath that there was no trust." The good son iivould not disobey 
his sire’s injunction, so gave them all they claimed; and they 
ceased not to deal thus with him, till his wealth was spent and 
he fell into atraitest predicament. Now the young man had a 
pious and blessed wife, who bad borne him two little sons; so he 
said to her, "The folk have mdtiplijed their demands on me and, 
while I had the wherewithal to free myself of debt, I rendered it 
freely; but naught is now left us, and if others make demands 
upon me, we shall be in absolute distress, I and thou; our best 
way were to save ourselves by fleeing to some place, where none 
knoweth us, and cam our bread among the lower of the folk." 
Accordingly, he took ship with her and his two children, knowing 
not whither he should wend; but, "When Allah judgeth, there is 
none to reverse His judgment;"' and quoth the tongue of the 
case, 

“O flier from thy home when foes affright! • Whom ied m w^ and hap^ 
piness £udi flight. 

Grudge not this exile when be fleet abewd * Where he on wealth and wd* 
may alight. 

An pearls for ever did abide in aiiell. ■ The tingly citiwn they ne'o" had 
dockt and dight-" 


t (Coran iJii. . 
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ThB chip was wrecked, yet the man savied himself on a plank and 
his wife and children alk> saved themselves^ but on other planks. 
The waves separated than and the wife was cast up in one country 
and one of the boys in another. The second son was picked up 
by a ship, and the surges threw the father on a desert island, where 
he landed and made the Wuzu-'ahlution- Then be called the 

prayer-dl],-And Shahraxad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permirted say. 


mjtti it tf)e J^our anh 

She said^ It hath reached me^ O auspicious King, that when the 
man landed upon the island, he made the Wuzu^ablution to tree 
Kimuj^lf from the impurities of the sea and called the call to prayer 
and stood up to his devotions, when, behold, there came forth of 
the $ea, creatures of various kinds and prayed with him. When he 
had finished, he went up to a tree and stayed his hunger with its 
fruits^ after which he found a spring of water and drank thereof 
and praised Allah, to whom be honour and glory'! He abode thus 
three days and whenever he stood up to pray, the sea^creatures 
came out and prayed in the same manner as he prayed. Njm" 
after the third day, he heard a voice crying aloud and ^ying, O 
thou just man, and pious, who didst so honour thy father and 
revere the decrees of thy Lord, grie\''e not, for AHah (be He ex¬ 
tolled and exaltedJ) ^ali restore to thee all which left thy hand, in 
t his isle are hoards and monies and things of price which the Al" 
CDjghty wilLeth thou shall inherit, and they are in such a part of 
place. So bring thou them to li^t; and verily, we will ships 
unto thee^ anu do thou besttjw charit}^ on the folk and bid themi to 
thee.'^ So he sought out that place, and the Lord di^o^^ered to 
him the treasures in question. Then ships began resorting to him, 
and he gave abundant largesse to the crcws» saying to them. Be 
suit ye direct the folk unto me and 1 will give them such and 
such a thing and appoint to them this and that* Accordingly, 
there came folk from alt parts and olaces, nor had ten ye^s passed 
over him ere the island was pjeopled and the man became its King. 
No one came to him but he entreated him with munificence, and 


^ Robiwo witli ■ toii^h Armb ptmfafulncK Abo rh# twry ^ 
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his natn ^ was noised abnoad, throng the fength and br^dtb of 
the earth. Kcw his elder son had lalkn into the hands of a man 
who reared him and taught him polite accomplishments; 
in like manner, the younger was adopted by one who gave him a 

r education and brought him up in the ways of merchants 
wife also happened upon a trader who entnjsted to her his 
property and made a covenant with her that be would not deal 
di^cnestly by her, but would aid her to obey AUah (to whom 
belong Majesty and Might!); and he used to make her the coni' 
paruon of his voyages and his travels. Now the elder son he^d 
the report of the IGng and resolved to visit him, without knowing 
who he was; so he went to him and was well received by the 
who made him his secretary. Presently the otfe son heard of the 
King's p iety and justice and was also taken into his service as a 
steward. Then the brothers abode awhile, neither knowing the 
other, it chanced that the merchant, in whose home was th^ 
mother, al^ hearing of the King's righteous and generous de^g 
with the lieges^ freighticc! 3 l ship with rich stuffs and other exceil-ent 
produce of the land, and taking the woman with him, set sail for 
the i startfl He made it in due oourae and landing, present^ 
himself with his gift Ufore the King; who rejoiced therein wth 
exceeding joy and ordered him a splendid retum'present. Now, 
there were, among the ^ts, certain aromatic roots of which he 
would have the merchant acQuaInt kim with the names and uses; 
M he to Abide: with us this night, = And Sh^rE^d 
perceiv^ the dawn of day and ceased saying her pcrtoicted say. 


(I \3oai tfit :^our J&tntbrfb anb Cigfjlp-fitfit 

She said. Ic hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
King said, “Abide with us this night " the merchant replied, “We 
have in die ship one to whom 1 have promised to entrust the caie 
of her to none save myself; and the same is a holy won^ whrae 
pf 3 y;£f 5 have brought me weal and 1 have felt the blessing of her 
counsels." Rejoined the King, “1 will send her some trusty men. 
who shall pass the night in the ship and guard her and all diat is 
with her.'^ The merchant agreed to this and abode with the 
King, who call^ his secretary and steward and said to them, “Go 
and pass the night in this man's ship and keep it safe, Inshallah'" 
So they went up into the ship and seating themselves, this on the 
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poop and that on the bow, passed a part of the night in repeating 
the names of AUab (to whom belong Majesty and Mi^t!), Then 
quoth one to the other, “Ho. such an one! The bade us 
keep watch and 1 fear lest sleep overtake us; so, come, let us tbs' 
course of stories of fortune and of the good we have seen and the 
trials of life/* Quoth the ocher, “O my brother, as for my trials 
Fate partccl me irom my mother and a brother of mine, who^ 
name was even as thinc^ and the cause of our parting was this. 
My father took ship with us from such a place, and the winds rose 
against us and were contrary, so that the ship was wTedeed and 
Allah broke our fair companionship.’* Hearing this the first adeed, 
“What was the name of thy mother, O my brother?"; and the ste- 
ond answered, **So and so.** Said the elder. And of thy father? ; 
said the younger, "So and so." Thereat brother threw ^himself 
upon brother saying, "By Allah, thou art my very brother’" And 
fell to telling the other what had befallen him in Ids youth, 
whilst the mother heard all they said, but held her peace and in 
patience possessed her souL Now when it was morning, one said to 
the other, *‘Come. brother, let us go to my lodging and ihcre;" 
and the other said," Tis welL" So they went away and presendy, 
the merchant came hack and finding the woman in great trouble, 
said to her, **What hath befallen this and why this concern? 
Quoth she, ‘Thou sentest to me yesternigbt men who tempted me 
to evil, and I have been in sore annoy with them." At this, he was 
wroth and, rEpairing to the King, reported the conduct of his 
trusty wights. The King summoned the twain forthwith, as he loved 
them for their fiddity and piety; and, sending for the woman, mat 
he mi^t hear from her own Ups what she had to say against them, 
thus bespake her, "O woman, what hath betided thee from th^ 
two men in whom 1 crust?" She replied, O King, I conjure mee by 
the Almighty, the Bountiful One* the Lord of the Empyrean, bid 
them repeat the words diey spoke yestemi|^t.’' So he smd to th^, 
"Say what ye said and conceal naught thereof.*' Accordingly, they 
repeated their talk, and lo! the King rising from ha throne, gave 
a great cry and threw himself upon them, embracing them and 
saying, "By Allah, ye are my very sonsl'* Therewith the woman 
unvrfed her face and said, **And by Allah, I am their very moth^ 
So they were united and abode in all solace of life and its 
till death parted them; and so gfory be to Him who debvemh His 
servant when he tesorteth to Him, and disappointeth not his hope 
in Him and his trustf And how well saith lie poet on the subject. 
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“Ejtcli thing of thinp bath fau appointed tide * When 'di* O bitxhcr. 
granted or deni^ 

Repine not an affli«ion hit tbec bard; • For woe and welfare a>x oxijtmt 
abide: 

How oft ffh ill woman #ee aU gtiefa sumnuid • Yet fed a joyance thrul 
what lies inside’ 

How many a wretch, on whom the eyes of folh * look down, shall grace 
eaalt to pomp and pride! 

This man is one long luf erins grief and woe; • Whom change and dunce 
of Time hath sorely tried: 

The World divided fram what held he dearest; * After kmg union scattered 
far and wide; 

But deigned his Lord unite them all agaiOi * And in the Loed u every good 
descried. 

Glory to Him whose Providence rules all * Living, as surest proofs for us 
dedde. 

Near is the Near One; but no wisdom dearer * Shows him, nor distant 
wayfaie brings Kim nearer.” 


And tbis rale b cold of 


ABU AL'HASAN AND ABU JA'AFAR THE LEPER.* 

“1 had been many times to Meccah (AUah mcrease its honour!) 
and the folk used to follow me for my know1e<%:e of the road and 
mnembrance of the water-stations. It happened otic year that I 
was minded to make the pit^image to the Holy House and visi¬ 
tation of the tomb of HisPropnet (on whom be blessing and peace!), 
and 1 said in myself, ‘I well know the way and will fare alone.’’ 
So I sec out and journeyed till I came to Al'Kadisiyah* and. 


^ Aralu note mo kind* of k£kn»T| or "BuTaj** the woinon or vhitc, md 

Jkiiim” the blacV IcpfKHTt tile kpfory of the jotntt, fiuJ foofe. .Both arc iraibutoi to 
mduc d»t Ks vxwtg ind drinktog milk; bqih xto tfeiced ^ith loiilft, ppftitilF 
Lcpfwy r^efded bf Modem a SdripEiml milAdy acooast of lu p?cVA- 
icHX enraciisi the ftmeUtei who, m Maitcth^ tcUi lUi were eq^led fnotti Egypt because 
thvy tnfecud md poUured the pd^rdluEion. In tnediicfnj Chriiicmiom jn idea pcr¥iiScd 
char che Saviour wea a IcpoT k the tenri: ^^mDrbui the honourt paid ta the 

iu^cren hy esruin Sainia ktieI tbe PmpiJ lildroid {Clesnciit 111- 1139) ifilectif ftlila 

kpfioau- {Farraf** life of Chn«^ L 149.) For the *^4ie9uidn^ and impetuoua liart” 
<u4cd by Icpm/^ *ce Sonrdtit (p. 560} who vtilted the Irpcra at Cmoa In Candia^ Ho ia 
one of who deacribei thu aymptom^ butio the firul, where the foul malady ftaU 
preraik, I never heard of 

* A dty in Irak ^ fanmua foa the dutc daya* hattU which caused the death of Ycadegtrd, 
laat Sinmiaa 
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entering the mosque there, saw a man suiTering from black leprosy 
seated in the praycrtiiche. Quoth be on seeing me, ‘O Abu al' 
Hasan, I crave thy company to Meccah/ Quoth 1 to myscH, 'I 
lied from al! my compaxuons, and how j;hail I company with 
lepers?' So I said to him, U will no man company'; and he was 
silent at my words. Next day 1 walked on alone, till J came to 
Al'Akabah,* where I entered the mosque and found the leper 
seated in the prayer'nicbe. So I said to myself, 'Glory be to 
Allah! how hath this fellow preceded me hither?' But he raised 
his head to me and said with a smile, 'O Ahu al'Hasan, He doth 
for the weak that which surprj&eth the strong!' I passed that 
night confoimded at what I had seen; and, as soon as morning 
dawmed, set out again by myself; but when 1 came to Arafat* and 
entered the mosque, behold, there was the leper seated in the niche! 
So J threw myself upon him and kissing his feet said, ‘O my lord, 
I crave thy company.' But he answered. This may in no way 
be.' Then I began ’weeping and wailing at the loss of his con- 
verse, when he said, 'Spare thy tears which will avail thee 

naught!' ”-And Shahraead perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


fflben it tosB tht* ifout l^nhreh sub Cigbh'*sieeant) 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Abu al' 
Hasan continued: "Now when I saw the leper''man seated in the 
prayer'nicbe, I threw mysdf iip^ him and said, 'O my lord, I 
crave thy company;' and fell to tissine his feet. But he answered. 
This may in no way bet' Then Inegan weeping and wailing 
at the loss of his company when he said, 'Spare thy tears wfiicn 
will avail thee naught!'; and he recited these couplets, 

'Why dcs9t thou ^ve^cp when I depart and thou didst partiiig du'm; • And 
Cravest union when wfc ne'er shaft reunite die same? 

Thou lookcdcsi on nothing save my wsaknesa and disease; * And saidst 'Nor 
goes nor ocmes, tir night or day. this sickly frame.' 


'A mouiiLiin jiaw tKW Metiih fimHmf for the "Fint Ftalty af ihe Step" (PiletiHir- 
it. 1 ;E6>. The miHiiuc ir aj buil c to comm emonte the crenc, 

’To my iurpfist i renij in Mt- kolltOUM'* "'.MtmfTi*' [Tfu biter, t&SI), "'Aralbt, tlw 
mduiit vfvre the vinittti tiv by the ptpims*' (p. (iO). Thip ignctraiicc is 

Tthnwnaul. Did Mr. RedhajtE never read Barcfcbsnltor BuTDon ? 
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S«st not hflw Allah tglofifissl His gioty oxt be!) • tteigneth to grant His 
Wave's petition whenrwithal he came. 

If 1 ,10 eyes of men be that and only that they sec, • And this my body show 
itself so full of grief and gtame. 

And have I naught of food that shall supply me tt> the place * Where crowds 
unto my Lord resort impelled by single aim, 

I have a lugh Creating Lord whose meretc* aye are hid; ♦ A Lord who hath 
nane equal and up fear is Itnown to Hun. 

So fare thee safe and leave me kme in mangerhood to wone * For He, the 
only One, consoles my bndincss so lone.' 


Accordingly, I left him; but every smtion I came to, 1 found he had 
foregone me, till I reached Al'Mcdinah, where I lost sight of him 
and could hear no tidings of him. Here I met Abu Yazid al-Bus- 
tanii and Abu Bakr ai'^bli and a number of other Shaykhs and 
learned men, to whom with many complaints, I told my case and 
they said, 'Heaven forbid that thou shouldst his company 
after this! He was Abu ja'afar the leper, in wmose name folk at 
ah times pray for rain and by whose blessing-prayers their end 
attain,' When I heard their words, my desire for his company re- 
doubled and 1 implored the Almighty to reunite me with him. 
Whilst 1 was standing on Arafat,^ one pulled me from behind, so 1 
turned and behold, it was my man. At this sight 1 cried out with a 
loud cry and fell down in a fainting fit; but, when I came to myself 
he bad disappeared from my sight. This increased my yearning for 
him and the ceremonies were tedious to me and I prayed AhmEhty 
Allah to give me sight of him; nor was it but a few days after, 
when lo! one pulled me from behind, and 1 turned and it was he 
again. Thereupon he said, ^Come, I conjure thee and ask thy 
want of me/ & I begged him to pray for me three prayers; first, 
that AUah would make me love poverty; secondly, that I mi^t 
never lie down at night upon provision assured to me; and thirty, 
that He would vouchsafe me to look upon His bountiful Face, ^ 
he prayed for me as I wished, and departed from me. And 
indeed Allah hath granted me what the devotee asked in prayer: 
to begin with He hath made me so bve poverty that, by the 
Almighty! there is naught in the world dearer to me than it, and 
secondly since such a year, 1 have never lain down to sleep upon 
assured provision; withal hath He never let me lack aught. As 
for the third prayer, I trust that He will vouchsafe me mat also, 


* 1.,;. livtCbUig tt> tile itfmoit. 




Abu al'Kasan and Abu Ja afar, b$7 

even as He hath gifted the two precedent, for right Bountiful 
and Bene^cent ts Godhead, and Allah have mercy on him who 
said:^— 

'Cirb of F&kir, renauiiLcmf nr,^ kwlincss; 

Hi* rofce of utiei? «wl of kis dress; 

And piHor onumemiag brow as though 
Twot wanness such as waning crescent show. 

Wasted him prayer a-through the long-lived night. 

And Qooding Ecart ne'er cease to dim his 

Memory of Him dial} cheer bis lonely iDom: 

Th* Al^ghiy oeart^ i* in ni^rly gloam. 

The Refuge hdpeth such Fakir tn need; 

Help e’cn the cattle and the winged breed: 

Allah for sake of him of wTath is fain* 

And for the grace of him shall fall the rain; 

And if he pi^y one day for pUgne to stay^ 

'Twill soyp and 'bate manV wrong and tyrants slay; 

While folk are sad, affiicted orw an d 
He in hia mercy's ridh, the generms leach; 

Bright shines fiis brow; an thou regard his face 
Thy heart illumined shines by tight of grace. 

O thou w'ho sfaunnest souls of woith innate, 

Depana ihee (woe to theel) of sms the weighr. 

Thou tbinkest to ovcrtak£ them, while thou bcaiest 
FoUieSp which liay thee whaiso way thou fai^ 

Didfic wnt their w^orth thou hadst all Imnour showed. 

And tears in streamlets from thine eyes had flowed. 

To catorrh'tTUubled men flowers lack their smclh 
And brokers ken for how much clothes can sdl; 

So haste and with thy Lord icunioci 5uc, 

And haply Fate whall lend thee aidanoc due. 

Rest fimi rejection and cstimagement-strcs#. 

And Joy thy wish and will choicely bless^ 

Hie court wide open for the Suer £s disjht:— 

One, very God. the Lord, th' Alraighty migTit’ 

And they also teH a tale of 


u Md d^ttL 
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THE QUEEN OF THE SERPENTS,’ 



anfigpnc 

scEolars; 


and the wise men of Greece W'cre olwdieni to his bidding and 
r^ed upon his learning. Withal had Albh denied him a roan- 
child. night, as he by musing and weeping over the bet of a 
son who might ii^erit his lore, be bethought hnn that Allah (ex' 
tolled and exalted be He I) hearetb. the prayer of those who resort 
to Him and that there is no doorkeej^ at the door of His bounties 
and that He favoureth whom He will without compt and sendeth 
no supplicant empty away; nay He iilleth their hands w^ith favours 
and benehts. So he besought the Almighty, the Bountiful, to 
vouchsafe him a son to succeed him, and to endow him abundantly 
with His beneficence. Then he returned home and carnally knew 

his wife who conceived by him the same night.--And Shahrazad 

perceived lie iwn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

@l;en il tons tf)t Jfoor ^rCbxtb ant) tfinhti'-lbicb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Grecian 
sage returned home and knew hia wife who conceived by him the 
same night. A few days after this he took atup for a certain place, 
but the ship was wrecked and be saved himself on one of her 
blanks, while only five leaves remained to him of all the books he 
lad. When he returned home, he bid the five leaves in a and 
liking it, gave the key to his wife (who then showed big with 
child), and said to her, "Know that my decease is at hand and 
that the time draweth nigh for my transbtion from this abode tern* 
poral to the home which b eternal. Now thou art with child and 
after my death wilt haply bear a son^ if this be so, name him 
Hisili Karim al'Din* and rear him with the best of rearing. 
When the boy grow up and shall say to thee, ‘What inherit' 


^ Thii Son# itDfr, con owning iundry cj>i*cidrt and occnpjiiig ftfijr-thrce u whulljr 

DnaiteH try Line Tih 643) WrtuK "'it it a compound af the moat extraVifiJii iWditiet 
Kc ihouli htvt cndiM Ut rwien to ferm thdr fnrri judgin^t. „ i ■ t 

tC«!lcd Jamtip (bfother imj minstwr ijf the iniicnt Ptmim King Gudaliup} in the 
rruditiona of TitbiKcn *nd odiera Iroxn Vm HamnieF. 
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ance did my father kave me?' give him these Eve leaves, which 
when he shall have read and undeistood, he will be the moat 
learned man of his time/' Then he faiewelled her and heaving 
one sigh, departed the world and all thac is therein—the mercy of 
Allah the Moist Highest be upon Him! HU family and fnends wept 
over hrin and washed him and bote him forth in great state and 
buried him; after which they wended their ways home. But few 
days passed eie his widow bare a handsome boy and named him 
H^ib Karim al'Din, 33 her husband charged her; and immediately 
after his birth she summoned the astrologers, who calculated his 
ascendants and drawing his horoscope, said to her, "Know, O 
woman! that this birth will live many a year; but that will be 
after a great peril in the early part of his life, wherefrom an he 
escape, he will be given the knowledge of all the exact sdenore 
So saying they went their ways, ^e suckled him two years,* 
then weaned him, and when he was Eve years old, she placed him 
in a school to leam his book, but he would read nothing. So she 
took him from school and set him to learn a trade; but he would 
not master any craft and there came no work from his hands. The 
mother wept over thU and the folk said to her, "Marry him: haply 
he wtU take hean for his wife and Icam him a tmde." So slm 
sought out a girl and married him to her; but, despite marriage 
and the lapse of time, he remained idle as before, and would ^ 
nothing, One day, some neighbours of hers, who were woodcutters, 
came to her and said, "Buy thy son an ass and cords and an axe 
and let him go w*ith us to the mountain and wc will all of us cut 
wood for fuel. The price of the wood shall be his and cfurs, and he 
shall provide thee and his wife with his share." When she heard 
this, she joyed with exceeding joy and bought her son an ass 
and cords and hatchet; then, carrying him to the woodcutters, 
delivered him into their hands and solemnly committed him to 
their care. Said they, "Have no conoeni for the boy, our Lord 


^ Thi usyfiJ term of LiccAtioii in tTi^ Eutp protoaffcd to two ytAtt &ful s half* whldi it 
coftiliJemi ilw nils bid dowti hj ihe o* pfeeepu of th/t PropheL But it u not 

unttioal to tee children of tkrcc ind even foof yettt htn^ng to their (>reuti. 

During thif pefiod the rnnther doonoccolithit with heir huthind; the tefKtmdcHi be^nnin^ 
with her pregTiJLn ey. Such is* the habi t, not ody of the lower flmmdi,'" h«t of mM indent 
pcppic^ ibc EgyptiJini (frum wham rhe Hchtews borrowed it), the Aflsyritmi »nii the 
ChiEiei*^ J hmvt divwKd its be^ng upoa prefititncr in my ''City of the Sdna"*: tho 
Memnona icubt upon thU Uw of padty bang obiarred; ind the bcmtvi itrength tad good 
hcdtl of rite yociTifcr gcncfid&n uc pmlt o/ihdf wi^dwn,. 
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will provide for him: he is the son of our Shayhh.” So they car¬ 
ried him to the mountain, where they cm firewood and loaded 
their asses therewith; then tecumed to the city and, selling what 
they had cut,spent die monies on their families. This they did on 
the next day and the third and ceased not for some time, till it 
chanced one day, a violent storm of rain broke over than, and 
they took refuge in a gr^ cave till the downfall should pasi away. 
Now Hasib Karim al-Din went apart from the rest into a comer 
of the cavern and sitting down, fell to smiting the fioor with bis 
aac. Presently he noted that the ground sounded hoUow under 
the hatchet; so he dug there awhile and came to a round flagstone 
with a ring in it. When he saw this, he was glad and called his 

comrades the woodcutters,-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased Co say her permitted say. 


I8fien ft tfie JTtmr ^nlirrh anh dEightp-fonrt^ 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when Hasib 
Karim al'Din saw the flagstone with the ring, he was glad and 
called his comrades the woodcutters, who came to him and, 
finding it was fact, soon pulled up the stone and discovered under 
it a trap-door, which, being opened, showed a dstem full of bees' 
honcy.^ Then said they to one another, ‘This is a large store anti 
we have nothing for it but to return to the city and fetch vessels 
wherein to carry away the honey, and sdl it and divide the price, 
whilst one of us stamk by the dstem, to guard it from outsiders.** 
Quoth Hasib, “I w'ill stay and keep watch over it till you bring 
your pots and pans.” ^ they left him on guard there and, 
repairing to the dty, fetched vessels, which they filled with honey 
and loading their asses therewith, carried them to the stre e t s and 
sold the contents. They returned on the morrow and thus they 
did several days in succession, sleeping in the town by ni^t and 
drawing off the stuff by clay, whilst Hasib abode on guard by it 
till but little remained, when they said one to other, “It was Hasib 
Karim ai^Din found the honey, and to-morrow he will come down 
to the dty and complain against us and claim the price of it. 
raying, * Twas I found it;’ nor is there escape for us but that we 


* Hail* ^dusuiiiunB it fratfl ^ AuUusai]/'' «.ne hctucy ^ nal. i., 271 , 
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let him down into the dstcnit to bole out the rest of the honey, 
and leave him there; 60 will he die of hunger, and none shall know 
of him." They all fell in with this plot as they were making for 
the place; and, when they reached it, one said to him, ‘‘O Hasib, 
go down into the pit and bale out for us the rest of the honey," So 
he went down and passed up to them what remained of the honey, 
after which he said to them, "Draw me up, for there is nothing 
left," They made him no answer; but, loading their asses, 
went off to the dty and left him alone in the cistern. Thereupon 
he fell to weeping and crying, "'There is no Majesty and there is 
no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great I" Such was his 
case; but as regards his comrades, when they reached the city and 
sold the honey, they repaired to Hasib's mother, weeping, and said 
to her, "'May thy head outlive thy eon Hasib!" She asked, 
"What brought about his death?” and they answered, "We were 
cutting wood on the mcmocam-top, when there fell on us a heavy 
downf^ of rain and we took shdter from it in a cavern; and 
suddenly thy son’s ass broke loose and fled mto the valley, and he 
ran after it, to turn it back, when there came out upon them a 
great wolf, who tore thy son in pieces and ravined the ass." When 
the mother heard this, she beat her face and strewed dust on her 
head and fell to mourning for her son; and she kept life and soul 
together only by the meat and drink which they brought her every 
day. As for the woodcutters they opened them shops and became 
merchants and spent their lives in eating and drinking and laugh' 
tng and frolicking. Meanwhile Hasib Karim al'Din, who cea^ 
not to weep and call for help, sat down upon the cistenvedge 
when behold, a great scorpion fell down on him; so he rose and 
kJlcd it. Thm be took thought and said, "The cistern was full 
of honey; how came this scorpion here?" Accordingly he got up 
and examined the well r^ht and left, till he found a crevice from 
which the scorpion had fallen and saw the light of day shinin g 
through it. So be took out his woodman’s knife and enlarg^ the 
hole, till it was big as a window, when he crept through it and, 
after walking for some time, came to a vast gallery, which led him 
to a huge door of black iron bearing a padlodc of silver wherein 
was a key of gold. He stole up to the door and, looking through 
the chink, saw a great li^t shining within; so he took die key 
and, opening the door, went on for some time, till he came to a 
large artific^ lake, wherein he caught sight of something that 
shimmered like silver. He walked up to it and at last he saw. 
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hard h/ a hillock of green jasper and on the hill^CO^, a golden 

throne studded with all manner gems^-^And ShaKcazad per* 

ceived the dawn of day and ccaseo saying her permitted say. 


CShcn tt hutf the dTour ^i^unhreh anh 

She said, It fcith reached me, O auspicious King, that when Hasih 
reached the hUlock he found it of green jasper surmounted by a 
golden throne studded with all manner gems, round which were 
set many stools, some of gold, some of silver and others of leek* 
green emerald. He domb the hillock and, counting the stools, 
found them twelve thousand in number; then he mounted the 
throne which was set on the centre and, seating himself thereon, 
fell to wondering at the late and the stools, and he marvelled till 
drowsiness cn'crcame i<ini and he dropt asleep. Presently, he was 
aroused by a loud snorting and hissing and rustling, so he opened 
his eyes; and, sitting up, saw each stool occupied by a huge 
serpent, an hundred cubits in length. At this sight, great fear gat 
hold of him; his spittle dried up for the excess of his dread and 
he despaired of lift, as all their eyes were blatimg like live coals. 
Then he turned towards the lake and saw that what be had taken 
for shimmering water was a multitude of small snakes, none 
knoweth their compt save Allah the Most High. After awhile, 
there came up to him a serpent as big as a mule, bearing on its 
ha ck a tray of gold, wherein lay another serpent which sho^ne like 
crystal and wlu^ face was as that of a woman^ and who spake 
with human speech. And as soon as she was brought up to 
Hasih , she saluted him and he returned the salutation. There' 
upon, one of the serpents seated on the stools came up and, 
jifring her off the tray, set her on one of the scats and she 
cried out to the other serpents in their language, whereupon 
they all fell down from thdr stools and did her homage. But 
she signed to them to sit and they did so. Then she addressed 


* Hw icmlicni of HfnduiUni wiU yenHunber dte und Qi^oera (MdtititiEi And 

EchidAz) who gtlAld the ovtli-trcdLnjrcl In, NAgtldar^ Tfto EppcAnijlOc ttf the 
In rLKTAfUfif U In £g]r|itiEA hictogJ^he, whm he forcat the ktijcti i trtd ip Hfid icti u a 
4tctern»nA[rTe irt the ihipeof A Cpbridi CnpoUo CCduhcr NaJ a) wItH eiEpAndcd hfX^ 
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Hasib, saying, “Have no fear of os, O youth; for I am the 
Queen of tttf Serpents and their Sultanah.” When he heard 
her speak on this wise, he took heart and she bade the serpents 
bring him somewhat of food> So they brought apples and grapes 
and pomegranates and pistachio'nuts and filberts and walnuts 
and almonds and bananas and set then before him, and the 
C^een'serpent said, “Welcome, O youth! What is thy name?" 
Answered he, “tiisib Karim al'Din;” and she repined, “O 
Hasib, eat of these fruits, for we hav^ no other meat and fear 
thou, nothing from us at ah,” Hearing this, he ate his fill and 
praised Allah Almighty; and presently they took away the trays 
from before him, and the Queen said, “Tell me, O Hasib, whence 
thou art and how earnest thou hither and what hath befahen thee," 
So he told her his story from first to last, the death of his father; 
his birth; his being sent to school where he learnt nothing; his 
becoming a wood'cutter; his finding the honcy'cistern; his being 
abandoned therein; his killing the scorpion; his widening the 
crevice; his finding the iron door and his coming upon the Queen, 
and he ended his long tale with saying, “These be my adventures 
from beginning to end and only Allah wotteth what will betide 
me after all dm!" Quoth the Queen, after listening to his words, 
“Nothing save good shall betide thee;"——‘And Shahratad per¬ 
ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Slficn It tnasf tfie Jfour l^ttnfircb onb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Tvhen the 
Serpent-queen h^ heard his story she said, "Nothing save good 
j^ h nll betide thee: but 1 w'ouJd have thee, O Hasib, abide with me 
some time, thac I may tell thee my history and acquaint thee with 
the wondrous adventures which haw happened to me. ^ I hear 
and obey thy hest,” answered he; and she began to tell m these 
words. 


^ In token tJut wu fifb. 
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Thtf AdvffntM«s of 

chou, O Hasib, there was once in the city of Cairo a King 
of the Banu Isra'il, a wise and a pious, who was bent ckiubte by 
poring over books of learning, and he had a son named Buluktya. 
When he grew old and weak and was nigh upon death, his 
Grandees and OiHcers of state came up to salute him, and he said 
to them, *0 folk, know that at hand is the hour of my march 
from this world to the nest, and 1 have no chaj^c to lay on you, 
save to commend to your care my son Bulukiya.' Then said he, 
*I testify that there is no god save the God;' and, heaving one 
sigh, departed the world—^e mercy of Allah be upon him! They 
laid him out and washed him and buried him with a processmn of 
great state. Then they made his son Bulukiya Sultan in his 
stead; and he ruled the kingdom justly and the people had peace 
in his dme. Now it bcfcl one day that he entered his father's 
treasuries, to look about him, and coming upon an inner compart' 
ment and hirding the semblance of a door, opened it and passed 
in. And lo* he found himself in a little closet, wherdn stood 
a column of white marble, on the top of which was a casket of 
ebony; he opened this also and saw therein another casket of 
gold, containing a book. He read the book and found in it an 
account of our lord Ivlohammed ( whom Allah bless and preserve!) 
and how he should be sent in the btter days^ and be the lord of 
the first Prophets and the last. On seeing the personal dcscrip' 
tion Bulukiya's heart was taken w’ith love of him, so he at once 
assembled all the notables of the Children of Israel, the Cohens 
or diviners, the scribes and the priests, and acqi^inted them with 
the hook, reading portions of it to them and, adding, 'O folk, 
needs must I bring my father out of his grave and bum him.' 


* **AkJuT Ai fitii meJT pnl« p*H Tirnt^ firnplitti pfcfcr rqrf^ienf 

themKfvn » the liAtr The cwly Chfip^ciiuit much icnndd the unlerly 

Uw-JoyfFi; Romtm by thriT wild dtnl mEir^Lkoii inrtvIrctioAt of the end ol the world b«nff 
ml huid. The si ■ fact ft?f tsch IHil* tuidcT tlw form trf dfiifh ; but the wcdd 

hsM endured for imtojd ngse And there ti no tppin;ni cnou whf it ihonkl mi endure Jii 
many mistt. Tha "LiiBctdflyj," mg the relifioui cLrcta isf mci* ^rerdadoTi*'* awm ai, w^J 
be ncher in dunert (han In Sanctity: twee of Timn" 1* m faccdcui Arab title for 4 
Tin«n of tuperiorr jility. Nf > SaTtLaJj dciort Applieil it to one ihui diinngmihed: in IflTS, 
i hevd at Adeo tkar he eruiqti life by ihe $pear te we kid all predicted 





The Adventures of Bulukiya* J05 

The lieges asked, ‘Why wilt thou bum him?'; and he answered, 
‘Because he hid this brok from me and imparted it not to me.' 
Now the old King had eicerpud it from the Torah or Pentateuch 
and the Books of Abraham; and had set it in one of his creasu' 
lies and concealed it from all living. Rejoined they, ‘O King, thy 
father is dead; his body is in the dust and his affair is in the 
hands of his Lxjrd; thou shalt not take him forth of his tomb/ 
So he knew that they would not suffer him to do this thing by his 
sine and leaving them he repaired to his mother, to whom said he, 
'O my mother, i have found, in one of my father's treasuries, 
a book containing a description of Mohammed (w'hom Allah bless 
and keepi), a prophet who shall be sent in the latter days; and 
my heart is captivated with love of him. Wherefore am I resolved 
to wander over the earth, till i foregather with him; dee I shall 
die of longing for his love,' Then he doffed his dothes and 
donned an Abi'^own of goat's hair and coarse sandals, saying, 
"O my mother, forget me not in thy prayers.’ She wept over 
him and said, 'What w'iU become of us after thee?’; but Bulukiya 
answered, can endure no longer, and I commit my affair and 
thine to Allah who is Almighty,' Then he set out on foot Syria' 
wards without the knowledge of any of his folk, and coming to the 
sea'board found a vessel whereon he shipped as one of the crew. 
They sailed till he made an island, where Bulukiya landed with 
the crew, but straying away from the rest he sat dovm under a tree 
and sleep got the better of him, WTien he awoke, he sought the 
ship but found that she had set sail without him. and in that island 
he saw serpents as big as camels and palm-trees, which repeated 
the names of Allah (be He extolled and exalted!) and blessed 
Mohammed (w'hom the Lord assain and save!), proclaimi^ the 

Unity and glorifying the Glorious; whereat he wondered"- 

And Shahraiad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 
her pennittwi say, 

lEtjcn tt toaS ttjt ifout ^huiihrEh anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, th^ “when 
Bulukiya saw the serpents glorifying Gcxl and proclaiming the 
Unity, he wondered w'ith extreme w’onder. When they saw him, 
they flocked to him and one of them said to him, 'Wlio and 
whence art thou, and whither goest thou, and what is thy name?' 
voi_ V. 
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Quoth he, 'My aame is Buliikiyai I aiD of the Children of krad 
and, being distracted for love of Mohamtned (whom Allah bless 
and keep!), 1 come in tiuest of him. But who are ye, O noble 
oeatures?' Answered they, *We are of the dwellers in the Jahan' 
nam-hell; and Almighty Allah created us for the punishment 
of Kafi rs * 'And how cacje ye hither? asked he, and the 
Serpents answered, ‘Know, O Bulukiya, that Hell^ of the great- 
ness of her boiling, breatheth twice a year, expiring in the summer 
and inspiring in the winter, and hence the summer-heat and winter' 
cold. When she exhaleth, she casteth us forth of her maw, and 
we are drawn in a|^n with her mhaJed breath. Quoth Bulukiya, 
'Say me, are there greater serpents than you m Hell?'; and they 
said, *Of a truth wx are cast out with the expired breath but by 
reason of our smallness; for in Hdl ttvery serpent is so great, 
that were the biggest of us to pass over its nose it would not feel 
us.*' Asked Bulukiya, ‘Ye sing the praises of Allah and invoke 
blc^ings on Mohammed, whom the Almighty assain and save! 
Whence wot ye of Mohammed?’; and they answered, ’O Bulukiya, 
verily his name is written on the gates of ^radise; and, but for 
him, Allah had not created the worlds* nor Paradise, nor heav^ 
nor hell nor earth, for He made all things that be, solely on bis 
account, and hath conjoined his name with His own in every 
place; wherefore we love Mohammed, whom Allah bless and 


^ Jjblunnain ihul die CilicP si"* Hdh pcrtOirifipcI fcnuhiHfil (womaihUitc) 
ihtf ife fionracivtut Hdjficied to jppcecfiificftrion* 

■^Tht* puenk ofagisraftori* ntt fandijf mterrikd w Kt a» nara« fri^tca 
diiliifen, 

TO tn cri-^tiatecS U-ki* etc. ^"rthotir thtc (O Motufl^med) 

Wo (Aljjity li^nd pot OTiitcd the sphen^'* which mav h^vc bci^v suggpsxed bjr “Befwc 
Abr^baxti w«* i Cohn tEh, S3Js and bjr itats id*of^^OZMdufhi* 
for thy nke 1 oMted iho woHd'' (fiitiatirt i, 344L Tkc ai^ndmeni « Iw no mceiti 

**Sha^a!i/' ii asf leart»e£i friend Ehxif. AEoy* SprinE”" iuppo«^ In lu? Mahommed (p- 220) 
wc find In citeTTtci from h sECiMriun poet, ^'Fnt ihoc we dl^reiij the eirth; for th» 
camed ihe wiLiten to (kiw i fisr we vuidied the litiivcftB/’' As Huron 
Krenicf, aiioEher Iwnpd ml cjrpcricnccd Orienrihitp rnniods me, the *"Shrahi** hiTC 
itwap ihomi s dedded wnckrrey to thii kind of apotheasii tnd hm ddned or quua- 
ddfied Als and the But ihe fottiiijlH u firit fiKnuJ in the highly tanliodoM 

poem of Al-Ikaiti:— 

"But for him {L*h M^m} the world hed rxvnr tome nut of nothnigMW-" 

ffetece U bit heM diffkuai Sk Lea Aveficum dc Kimtup {pp. 14^J) ind tee 

CEuwt dc Will ipp. Sl*i3), by M. Garcin dc Twsy md the ’Duh^ttm (wil L pp^ 3^3), 
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pre^trvc!* Now hearing the serpents' converse did but inflame 
Bulukiya^s lo\Te for Mohammed and yearning for his sight; so he 
took k^ve of iheis; and, making his to the sea^ore, found 
there a ship made fast to the beach; he embarked therein as a 
seaman and miled nor ceased sailing till he came to another 
Mand. Here he landed and walking about awhile found serpents 
great and small, none knowedi their number save Almighty 
Allah, and amongst them a white Serpent, clearer than crykal, 
seated in a golden tray borne on the back of another serpent as 
big as an elephant. Ntjw this, O Haaib, was the Serpent-queen, 
none other than myself." Quoth Hosib, “And what answer didst 
thou make him?'* Quoth she, "Know', O Hasib, that when I saw 
Bulukiya, 1 saluted him with the salam, and he returned my salu¬ 
tation, and I said to him, ‘W^ho and what art thou and what is 
thine errand and whence ccmest thou and whither goest thou?* 
Answered he, ‘I am of the Children of Israel; my name is 
Bulukiya, and I am a wanderer for the love of Mohammed, 
whose description I have read in the revealed scriptures, and of 
whom 1 go in aearch. But what art thou and what are these 
serpents alxiut thee?' Quoth I, 'O Bulukiya, I am the Queen 
of the Serpents; and when thou shalt foregather with K’fobam’ 
med (whom Allah as«ain and save!) bear him my salutation. 
Then Bulukiya took leave of me and journeyed till he came to 
the Holy City which is Jerusalem. Now there was in that stead 
a man who was deeply versed in all sciences, more especially in 
geometry and astronomy and mathematics, as well as in white 
magic‘ and Spiritualism; and he had studied the Pentateuch and 
the Evangel and the Psalms and the Books of Abraham. His 
name was Allan; and he had found in certain of his books, that 
whoso should wear the seal-ring of our lord Solomon, men and 
Jinn and birds and beasts and all crated things would be bound to 
obey hitD, Moreover, he had discovered that our lord Solomon 
had been buried in a coffin which was miraculously transported 
beyond the Seven Seas to the place of burial;'*—^And Shahrazad 
peredved die dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


* Ar*k from the ft -mjrd ippArenTly Wth the irtodcl ef — 

ticbeniyi afvd iprplied, 1 kuve ssid^ lo faKjnatjnn.^ minar itritTicleft indl white gcii- 

cnJIjr nice the Hindu The common t^nn for Akhcmy i& llm 

betmme it k nOl nfe » o( it u Aklicn^+ 
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iZUjtn It luatf l{tt Jfour jj^unbre)! anb iCtgbip'tistitll 

She .said, It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that “Affan had 
found in cerrain books that none, mortal or spirit, could pluck the 
seal'ting from the lord Solomon's £nger; and that no navigator 
could s^ his ship upon the Seven Seas over which the coihn had 
been carried. Moreover, he had found out by reading that there 
was a herb of herbs and that if one express its juice and anoint 
therewith his feet, he should walk upon the surface of any sea 
that Allah Almighty had created widrout wetting his soles; but 
none could obtain this herb, without he had with him the Set'' 
pent'queen. When Bulukiya arrived at the Holy City, he at once 
sat down to do his devotions and worship the Lord; and, whilst 
he was so doing, Affan came up and saluted him as a True Be' 
hever. Then seeing him reading the Pentateuch and adoring the 
Almighty, he accosted him saying, *\\liat is thy name, O man; 
and whence comest thou and whither goest thou?' He answered, 
'My name is Bulukiya; 1 am from the city of Cairo and am 
come forth wandering in quest of Mohammed, whom Allah bless 
and preserver Quoth Affan, 'Come with me to my lodging that 
I may entertain thee.' To hear is to obey,' replied Bulukiya. 
So the devotee took him by the hand and carried him to his 
house where he entreated him with the utmost honour and pre' 
sently said to him, Tell me thy history, O ray brother, and how 
thou earnest by the knowledge of Mohammed (whom Allah a^gam 
and save!) that thy heart hath been taken with love of hirfi and 
compelled thee to fare forth and seek him; and lastly tell me 
who it was directed thee in this road.' So he related to him bis 
tale in its entirety; whereupon Atfan, who wdl'nigh lost his wits 
for wonder, said to him, tryst for me with the Queen of the 
Serpents and 1 will bring th^ in company with Mohammed, albeit 
the date of his mission is yet far distant. We have only to prevail 
upon the Queen and carry her in a cage to a certain mountain 
where the herbs grow; and, as long as she is with us, the plants as 
we pass them will parley with human Speech and discover their 
virtues by the ordinance of Allah the Most High. For I have 
found in my books that there is a certain herb and all who express 
its juice and anoint therewith their feet a hall walk upon whatsoever 
sea Almighty Allah hath made, without wetting sole. When we 
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have fcunc! the magical herh, we will let her go her way; and then 
will we anoint our feet with the iuioe and cross the Seven Seas, 
till we cotne to the burial'place o: our lord Solomon,. Then we 
will cake the ring off his finger and rule even as he ruled and win 
all our wishes; we w'ill enter the Main of Murks' and drink of 
the Water of Life, and so the Almighty will let us tarry till the 
End of Time and we shall foregather with Mohammed, wh^ 
AllaK bless and preserve!* Hearine these words Bulukiya 
replied, 'O Affan, I will make tryst for thee with the Serpent' 
queen and at once show thee her abiding place.' So Affan made 
him a cage of iron; and, providing himself with two bowls, one fuU 
of wine and the other of milL , took ship with Bulukiya and s ail ed 
till they came to the island, where they landed and walked upon 
it. Then Affan set up the cage, in which he laid a noose and 
withdrew after placing in it the two bowls; when he and Bulukiya, 
concealed themselves afai off. Presently, up came the Queen of 
the Serpents (that is, myself) and examined the cage. When she 
(that is I) smelt the savour of the milk, she came down from the 
back of the snake which bore her tray and, entering the cage, 
drank up the milk. Then she went to the bowl of wine and drank 
of it, whereupon her head became giddy and she slept. When 
Affan saw this, he ran up and locking the cage upon her, set it 
his head and made for the ship, he and Bulukiya. After awhile 
she awoke and finding herself in a cage of iron on a man s head 
and seeing Bulukiya walking beside the bearer, said to him, ‘This 
is the reward of those who do no hurt to the sons of Adam, 
Answered he, *0 Queen, have no fear of us, for we will do thee 
no hurt at ail. We wish thee only to show us the herb which, 
when pounded and squeezed ^ieldeth a juice, and this rubbed upon 
the feet conferreth the power of walking dryshod upon what sea 
soever Almighty Allah hath created; and when we have found 
that we will return thee to thy place and let thee wend thy way, 
Then Affan and Bulukiya fared on for the hills where grew the 
herbs; and, as they went about with the Queen, each plant they 
passed began to speak and avouch its virtues by permission of 
Allah the Most High. As they were thus doing and the herbs 
speaking right and left, behold, a plant spoke out and said, *I am 
the herb ye seek, and all who gather and crush me and anoint 

Teofibwiiro ““Sc* of DArtn»«*; usujUllf tQ dw and Eaiity 

ALimndc." 
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their feet with my juice, shall fare over what ^ soever Allah 
Almighty hath created and yet ne’er wet sole/ When Man 
heard this, he set down the cage from hia head and. gathenng 
what might suffice them of the herb, crushed it and falling 
two vials with the juice kept them for future use; and with 
what was left they anointed thdr feet. Then they took up the 
Serpent'^ueen's cage and journeyed days and nights, till they 
reached the island, where they opened the cage and let out her, 
that is me. When I found myself at liberty, I asked them what 
they would make of the juice; and they answered, W^e 
design to anoint our feet and to cross the Seven Seas to the 
burial-place of our lord Solomon’ and take the seal-ring from his 
finger/ Quoth I, ‘Far, far is it from your power to possess your' 
selves of the ring!' They enquired. ‘Wherefore?’ and I 
replied, ’“Because Almighty Allah vouch^ed unto our lord 
Solomon the gift of this ring and distinguished him thereby, for 
that he said to him. * *0 Lord, give me a kingdom which may 
not obtained after me; for Thou verily art the Giver of 
kingdoms.*' So chat ring is not for you.' And I added, 'Had 
yc twain taken the herb, whereof all who eat shall not dk until 
the First Blast,* it had better availed you chan this ye have gotten; 
for ye shall nowise come at your desire thereby/ Now when they 
heard this, they repented them with exceeding penitence and 

went thdr ways."-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say, 

i( tons the JFouc fetinbrch anh Cigrtjtp'nindj ^ight 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that “when i^- 
luidya and Adan heard these words, they repented them with 
exc^ing penitence and went their ways. Such was their case; 


* Some Modem* hfiifil th*l Sdnmqn and r>*vid were tinned \n Ji:ruiAtciti j othen ofl 
fcJtc cf Liitc Tiberisu. Motunnmcfi, nrcordlng E* the luMory d" A)-Ttb*H (p^ 

Til L DuJru'i •'ChnjfiMlui: do Ttbjuj”) deebres tJut thir Jintn hm Solunw't corpw 
tfl t pjiimr hewn in the rode upon an wl*wi lurmunAlrd by a hranch of the **Grcae 
Sem" ami Icf him on a ihtime^ with hii fttU va hi* ^?tger* under * ftuurd oF rwdve 
Jinu. “None hath liMltfiii upon the tomh savr only two* AfFan who took Bulukiy^ 
at hii iiompwiiott I with cKtrema pAiPt they airTteJ ui the ipot, ASan wi* about 
to cany off ihc nog when a diiindcrbdf toiuumed hinL So Biduklya rtnimcd-'” 

* Koran aunli. 34; or, “art tbc lilwil ^ver,** 

* J-Ti of the Idit mimpci blowu by the Arehan^el laraSf i an Idea borrawed fmia tha 
Chritdaut- Hcncc the dtle of eeruin churebe*— a/ Tm^m. 
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but as regards myself' (continued the Serpert-queen) “1 Tvcnt ia 
quest of my host and found it fallen in piteous case, the stronger 
of them having grown weak in my absence and the w'eaker having 
died When they saw me, they rejoiced and flocking about me, 
asked, 'What hath befallen thee, and where hast thou b^n?' So 
I told them what had passed, which 1 gathered my forces tcF 
gether and repaired with them to the mountain Kaf, where 1 was 
wont to winter, summer'freshing in the place w^here thou now 
seest me, O Hasib Kanm al'Dm. This, then, is my story and what 
befel me.” Thereupon Hasib marvelled at her words and said to 
her, "I beseech thee, of thy favour, bid one of thy guards bear me 
forth to the surface of the earth, that I may go to my people.” She 
replied, Hasib, thou shall not have leave to depart from us till 
winter come, and needs must thou go with us to the Mountain Kaf 
and solace thyself witli the sight of the hills and sands and trees 
and birds magnifying the One God, the Victorious; and look upon 
Marids and Ifrits and Jinn, whose number none knoweth save 
Almighty Allah.” When Hasib heard this, he was sore chafed 
and chagrined: then he said to her, "Tell me of Affan and Bu' 
Ivikiya; when they departed from thee and went thdr way, did 
they cross the Seven Seas and reach the burial-place of our lord 
Solomon or not; and if they did had they power to take the ring 
or not?" Answered she, “Know, that when they left me, they 
anointed thdr feet with the juice; and, walking over the water, 
fared on from sea to sea, diverting themselves with the wonders of 
the deep, nor ceased they faring till they had traversed the Seven 
Seas and came in sight of a mountain, soaring high in air, whose 
stones were emeralds and whose dust was musk; and in it was a 
stream of running water. Wlien tliey made it they rejoiced, say' 
ing each to other, 'Verily we have won our wish'; and they entered 
the passes of the mountain and walked on. till they saw from afar 
a cavern surmounted by a great dome, shining with light. So they 
made for the cavern, and entering it beheld therein a throne of 
gold studded with all manner jev^s, and about it stools whose 
number none knoweth save Allah Almighty. And they saw* lying 
at fuU length upon the throne our lord Solomon, clad in rcb« of 
green silk inwoven with gold and broidered with jewels and pre¬ 
cious minerals: his right hand w*as passed over his breast and on 
the middle iingcr was the seal-ring whose lustre outshone that of 
all other gems in the place. Then Affaa taught Bulukiya adjura- 
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tjons and conjuiatJons galore and said to him, Rcpe^ 
coniuiadons and cease not repeating until I take the ring. _ Then 
he went up to the throne; but, as he near unto it bs a 
mighty serpent came forth from beneath it and cried out at h^ 
with so terrible a cry that the whole place trembled and sjrarks 
flew from its mouth, saying, ‘Begone, or thou art a manl 
But Affan busied himself with his incantatioiis and suffered him' 
sdf not to be startled thereby, Then the serpent blew such a fiery 
blast at him, that the place was like to be set on fire, and said to 
him, ‘Woe to thee! tocept thou turn back, T will consume thee! 
Hearing words Bulukiy^ the cave, but AlIaDt who 

suffered himself not to be troubled, went up to the Prophet; tbm 
he put out hia hand to the ring and touched it and strove to draw 
it off the lord Solomon’s finger; and behold, the serpent blew on 
him once more and he became a heap of ashes. 5u^ was his 

case; but as regards Bulukiya he fell down in a swoon.”-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and c^sed to say her per' 
mitted say. 


ffificn it toaiS tijt jfour Sbunfireb anD iJtnrtirti) iJtgfet, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Queen 
continued: “Ulien Bulukiya saw Affan burnt up by the fire and 
become a heap of ashes, he fell down in a swoon. Theneuptm the 
Lord (magnified be Kis hklescy!) bade Gabtid descend earth' 
wards and save him ere the serpent should blow on him. So 
Gabriel descended wi^out delay and finding Affan reduced to 
ashes and Bulukiya in a fit, aroused him from his trance and salut¬ 
ing him, asked, ‘How earnest thou hither?' Bulukiya related to 
him his history from first to last, adding, ‘Know that 1 came not 
hither but for the love of Moltammed (w*hom Allah assain and 
save!), of whom Affan informed me that his mission would take 
ptacs: at the End of Time; moreover that none should fore^t^ 
with him but those who endured to the btter days by d rink ing 
of the Water of Life through means of Solomon's s^. So I com- 
panied him hither and there befel him what be/el; but 1 escaped 
the fire and now it is my desire that thou inform roc where Mo- 
hammed is to be found.’ Quoth Gabriel, ‘O Bulukiya, go thy 
ways, for the time of Mohammed’s coming is yet far distant.’ 
T^en he ascended up to heaven forthright, and Bulukiya wept 
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vvith. sore weeping and repented of that which he had done, call' 
ing to mind my words, whenaa 1 said to them. Tar is it from 
man's power to possess himself of the ring.’ Then he descended 
from the mountain and returned in exceeding confusion to the 
sea'shore and passed the night there, marvellmg at the mountains 
and seas and islands around him. When morning dawned, he 
anointed his feet with the herb juice and descending to the water, 
sec out and fared on over the surface of the seas days and nights, 
astonted at the terrors of the matn and the marvels and wonders of 
the deep, till he came to an island as it were the Garden of Eden, 
So he landed and, finding himself in a great and pleasant island, 
paced about it and saw with admiration that its dust was safi^mn 
and its gravel camehan and precious minerals; its hedges were of 
jessamine, its vegetation was of the goodliest of trees and ol the 
brightest of odoriferous shrubs; its brushwood was of Comorin and 
Sumatran alocswood and its reeds wfcre sugar'Canes. Round 
about it were roses and nard^us and amaranths and grllydlowers 
and chamomiles and white lilies and violets;, and other flowers of 
all kinds and colours. Of a truth she island was the goodliest pbcc, 
abounding in space, rich in grace, a compendium of beauty mate' 
rial and spiritual. The biti^ warbled on the boughs with tones 
far sweeter than chaunt of Koran and thdr notes would console a 
lover whom longings unman. And therein the gatelle frisked free 
and fain and wild cattle roamed about the plain. Its trees were of 
tallest height; its streams flowed bright; its springs welled with 
waters sweet and light; and all therein was a delight to right and 
sprite. Bulukiya marvelled at the charms of the island but knew 
that he had strayed from the way he had first taken in company 
with A (Fan. He wandered about the place and solaced him with 
various spectadbs until nightfall, when he climbed into a tree to 
sleep; but as he sat there, muring over the beauty of the site, 
behold, the sea became troubled and there rose up to the surface a 
great beast, which cried out with a cry so terrible that every living 
thing upon the irie trembled. As Bulukiya gazed upon him from 
the tree and marvelled at the bigness of his bulk, he was presently 
followed unexpectedly by a miutitude of other sea'beasts in kind 
manifold, each bolding in his forc'paw a jewel which shone like a 
lamp, so that the whole island became as light as day for the lustre 
of the gems. After awhile, there appeared, from the heart of the 
island, wild beasts of the l^d, none knoweth their number save 
Allah the Most High; amongst which Bulukiya noted lions and 
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panthers and lynxes and other ferals; and these land-bcascs 
flocked down to the shore; and, foregathering with the sea bcasts. 
conversed with them till daybreak, when, they separated and 
went his own way. Thereupon Bulukiya, terrified by what he had 
seen, fame down from the tree and, making the sea'shore, ai 3 ointed 
hfe feet with the magical juice, and set out once more upon the 
surface of the water. He fared on days and nights over the 
Second Sea, till he came to a great mountain skirting which ran a 
Wady without end, the stones whereof were magnetic iron and its 
beasts, lions and hares and panthers. He landed on the mountain' 
foot and wandered from place to place till lughtfall, w'hen he sat 
down sheltered by one of the base-hills on the sea-side, to eat of 
the dried fish thrown up by the sea. Presently, he turned from 
his meal and behold, a huge panther was creeping up to rend 
and ravin him; so he anointed his feet in haste with the juice 
and, descending ui the surface of the water, fled walking over the 
Third S e a , in the darkness, for the night was black and the wind 
blew stark. Nor did he stay his course till he reached another 
ichnd ^ whereon he landed and found there trees bearing fruits 
both fresh and dry,' So he took of these fruits and ate and praised 
Allah Almighty; after w'hich he walked for solace about the island 
till eventide.'^——And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and 
ceased saying her permitted say, 

iSifjtn tt tnatf tfie ^tinhrrlr anh Jlinetp-ftrdt 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "Bulukiya 
(continued the Queen) walked for solace about the island till 
eventide, when he lay down to sleep. As soon a$ day brake, he bC' 
gan to explore the place and ceased not for tea days, after which 
he again made the shore and anointed his feet and, setting out over 
the Fourth Sea, walked upon it many nights and ^ys, till he came 
to a third island of fine white sand without sign of trees or grass. 
He walked about it awhile Ewjt, finding its only inhabitants ^ers 
which nested in the sand, he again anointed his feet and trudged 
over the Fifth Sea, walking night and day till he came to a little 
island, whose soil and hills were like crystal. Therein were the 


* Tta oixj mean ihmt thts wm fiwh AEd dned like daio tjr immaftnils (■ ooulak 
AT toft Ulil af ikin fike grApo aitd pomegnut^ 





The Ai>venturzs of Bulukitta, 31? 

vans wherefrom gold is worked; and thereis also were marvellous 
trees whose like be had never seen in his wanderingSi for thdr 
blossoms were in hue as gold. He landed and walk^ about for 
diversion till it was nightfall, when the flowers began to shine 
through the gloom like scars. Seeing this sight, he marvelled 
and said, ‘Assuredly, the flowers of rhia island are of those which 
wither under the sun and fall to the earth, where the winds saute 
them and they gather under the rocks and become the Elixir,* 
which folk collect and thereof make gold/ He slept there all that 
n^ht and at sunrise he again anointed his feet and, descending to 
the shore, fared on over Sixth Sea nights and days, till he came 
to a fifth island. Here be landed and found, after walking an hour 
or so, two covered with a multitude of trees, whesse 

fruits were as men's heads han^g by the hair, and others whose 
fruits were green birds hanging by the feet; also a third kin<i 
whose fruits were like aloes, if a drop of the juke fdl on a man it 
burnt like fire; and others, whose fruits wept and laughed, besides 
many other marvels whkh he saw there. Then he returned to the 
eea'^ore and, finding there a tail tree, sat down beneath it till 
suppcT'time when he climbed up into the brandies to sleep. As he 
sat considering the wonderful works of Allah behold, the waters 
became troubled, and there rose therefrom the daughters of the 
sea, each mermaid holding in her hand a jewel which shone like 
the morning. They came ashore and, foregathering under the trees, 
sat down and danced and sported and made merry whil^ Bulukiya 
amused himself with watching and wondering at their gambols, 
which were prolonged till the moming, when they returned to the 
sea and disappeared. Then he came down and, anointing his feet, 
set out on the surface of the Seventh Sea, over which he journeyed 
two whole mondis, without getting sight of highland or island or 
broadland or lowland or ahoreland, till he came to the end thereof. 
And so doing he suffered exceeding hunger, so that he was forced 
to snatch up fishes from the surface of the sea and devour them 
raw, for stress of famine. In such case he pushed on till in early 
forenoon he came to the sixth island, with trees a-growing and rills 
a'flowine, where he landed and walked about, Itxiking right and 
left, till he came to an appSc'tree and put forth his hand to pluck of 
the fruit, when lo! one cried out to him from the tree, saying, 'An 


‘ AfsiJj. "Ai-itsJr" mnnittit Re. an e^actt ttJio tlic phliwephcf'* IWM. 
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thou drsw near eo diis tree and cut of it aught, I will cut tha tn 
twain.* So he looked and saw a giant forty cubits high, being the 
of the people of that dayj wluTeat he feor^ with sore fear 
and refrained from that tree. Then said he to the giant. Why dost 
thou forbid me to eat of this tree?’ Replied the other, ‘Because 
thou art a son of Adam and thy father Adam forgot the covenant 
of Allah and sinned against Him and ate of the tree.’ Quoth 
Bulukiya, ‘What thing art thou and to whom belongcth this is^ 
land, with its trees, and how art thou named?' Quoth the tall one, 
*My name is Sbarahiya and trees and island bebng to 
Sakhr;^ 1 am one of bus guards and in charge of his domimon, 
presently adding, ‘But who art thou and whence comest thou 
hither?’ Bulukiya bold him his story from beginning to end 
and Shaiahiya said, 'Be of good cheer,’ and brought hua to eat. 
So he ate his fill and, taking leave of the giant, set out again and 
ceased not faring on o^'cr the mountains and sandy deserts for ten 
days; at the end of which time he saw, in the distance, a dust' 
cloud flanging a canopy in air; and, making towards it, he 
heard a mi gh ty clamour, cries and blows and sounds of mellay. 
Presently Ite reached a great Wady, two months’ Journey long; 
and, looking whence the shouts came, he saw a multitude of horse¬ 
men engaged in fierce fight and the blood running from them tili 
it niilcd like a river. Their voices were thunderous and they were 
armed with lance and sword and iron mace and bow and arrow, 
and all fought with the utmost fury. At this sight he felt sore 

aflFright"--^And Shahtazad perceived the dawn of day and 

ccasra to say her permitted say. 


CQftcn it tnaii tht Jfour ^nhreb rnib i^tnctp'frnmii 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Queen 
continu^; “When Bulukiya saw the host in fi^t, he felt sore af¬ 
fright and was perplexed about his case; but whilst he hesitated, 
behold, they caught sight of him and held their hands one from 
other and left fighting. Then a troop of them came up to him, won¬ 
dering at his make, and one of the horsemen said to him, *What art 
thou and whence earnest thou hither and whither art wending; 
and who showed thee the way that thou hast come to our 
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country?' Quoth be» T am of the 50ns of Adam and am come 
out, distracc^ for the love of Mohammed (whom Allah bless and 
preserve!); but 1 have wandered fmm my w'ay.* Quoth the 
homeman, 'Never saw we a son of Adam ttU now, nor did any 
ever come to this land.’ And ah marvelled at him and at his 
speech. 'But Tvhat are ye, O creatures?' asked Bulijki>'a; and 
the rider replied, *We are of the Jann/ So he said, ‘O Kn^ht, 
what is the cause of the fighting amongst you and where is your 
abiding place and w'hat is the name of this \'alley and this land?’ 
He replied, *Our abiding'place is the WTiite Country; and, every 
year, Allah Almighty commandeth us to come hither and wage war 
upon the unbdie^ring Jann.' Asked Bulukiya, ’And where is the 
White Country?' and the horseman answered, 'It is behind the 
mountain Kaf, and distant seventyfive years* journey from this 
place which is termed the Land of Shaddid son of 'Adr we 
are here for Holy War; and we have no other business, when we 
are not doing bai^e, than to glorify God and hallow him. More' 
over, we have a ruler, King Sakhr hight, and needs must thou go 
with us to him, that he may look upon thee for his especial de' 
light.’ Then they fared on (and he with them) till they came to 
their abiding place; w^here he saw a multitude of magnificent 
tents of green silk, none knoweth their number save Allah the 
Most High, and in their midst a pavilion of red satin, some thou' 
sand cubits in compass, with cords of blue silk and pegs of gold 
and silver. Bulukiya. marvelled at the sight and accompanied them 
as they fared on and behold, this was the royal pavilion. So they 
carried him into the presence of King Sakhr, whom he found 
seated upon a splendid throne of red gold, set with pearls and 
studded with gems; the Kings and Princes of the Jann being on 
his right hand, and on bis left tus Councillors and Emirs and 
Officers of state, and a multitude of others. The King seeing him 
bade introduce him. which they did: and Bulukiya went up to 
him and saluted him after kissing the ground before him. The 
King returned his salute and said, ‘Draw near me, O mortal!* 
and Bulukij'a went close up to him. Hereupon the King, com* 
manding a chair to be set for him by bis royal side, bade him sit 
down and asked him 'Who art thou?*; and Bulukiya answered, 
'I am a man, and one of the Children of Israel.' Tell me thy 
story,’ cried King Sa^r, ’and acquaint me with all that hadi 
bef^en tho; and how thou earnest to this my land.' So Bulu- 
kiya relaced to him all that had occurred in his wanderings from 
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beginning to end."-And ShahrTisad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say« 


iZtfjrn ti mai t!|c ifeut ^unhretf anh ilinetp-tfjfcti 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Queen 
continued; “When Bulukiya related to Sakhr w'hat befel him in 
his wanderings, he marvelled thereat. Then he bade the servants 
bring food and they spread the tables and set on one thousand and 
hve hundred platters of red gold and silver and copper, some con* * 
taining menty and some fifty boiled camels, and others some fifty 
bead of sheep; at w'hich Bulukiya marvelled with exceeding 
mark'd. Then they ate and he ate with them, till he was satisfied 
and returned thnnkfi to Allah Almighty; after w'Mch they cleared 
the tables and set on fruits, and they ate thereof, glori^ing the 
name of God and invoking blessings on His prophet Mohammed 
(whom Allah bless and preserve!) When Bulukiya heard them 
make mention of Mohammed, he wondered and said to King 
Sakhr, *1 am minded to ask thee some questions.' Rejoined the 
King, 'Ask what thou wik,’ and Bulukiya said, ‘O King, what 
are ye and what is your origin and hovir came ye to know of 
Mohammed (whom Allah assain and save!) that yc draw near 
to him and k)ve him?' King Sakhr answered, 'O Bulukiya, of 
very sooth Allah created the fire in seven stages, one above the 
other, and each disunt a thousand years' journey from its neigh¬ 
bour. The first stage he named Jahonnam* and appointed the 
same for the punishment of the transgressors of the True-behevers, 
who die unrepentant; the second he named Lu:a and appointed 
for Unbelievers: the name of the third is jahlm and is appointed 
for Gog and Magog,* The fourth is called Sa'ir and is appointed 
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for the host of Iblis. The fifth is called Sakar aod is prepared 
for those who neglect prayer, Tlie sixth is called Haramait and 
is appointed for Jews and Christians. The seventh is named 
Haw'iyah and is prepared for hypocrites. Such be the seven 
stages/ Quoth Bulukiya, ‘Haply jahannam hath least of tor^ 
cure for that it is the uppermost,’ ‘Yes,* quoth King Sakhr, ‘the 
most endurable of them all is Jahannam; nath<*Wf hi it are a 
thousand mountains of fire, in each mountain seventy thousand 
cides of fire, in each city seventy thousand castles of ^e, in each 
castle seventy thousand houses of fire, in each house seventy thou-' 
sand couches of fire and in each couch seventy thousand manners 
of torment. As for the other hells, O Bulukiya, none knowe^ 
the number of kinds of torment that be therein save Allah 
Most Highest/ When Bulukiya heard this, he fell down in a 
fainting-fit, and when he came to himsdf, he wept and said, *0 
King what will be my case?* Quoth Sakhr, ‘Fear not, and 
know thou that whoso Icrveth Mohammed (whom Allah bless and 
keep!) the fire shall not bum him, for he is made free there' 
from for his sake; and whoso bdongeth to his Faith the fire sha ll 
fly him. As for us, the Almighty Maker created us of the fire; 
for the first that he made in Jahannam were two of His host, 
whom he called Khalit and MaL't. Now Khalit was fashioned in 
the likeness of a Hon, with a tail like a tortoise twenty years* 
journey in length and ending in a member masculine; while Malit 
was like a pied wolf whose tail was furnished with a member femi- 
nine. Then Almighty Allah commanded the tatU to couple and 
copulate and do the deed of kind, and of them were bom serpents 
and scorpions, whose dwelling is in the fire, that Allah may there¬ 
with torment those whom He casteth therein: and these increased 
and multiplied. Then Allah commanded the tails of Khalit and 
Malit to couple and copulate a second time, and the tail of Malit 
conceived by the tail of Khalit and bore fourteen children, seven 
male and seven female, who grew up and intermarried one with 
other. All were obedient to their sire, save one who disobeyed 
him and was changed into a worm which is Iblis (the curse of 
Allah be upon him!), Now- Iblis was one of the Cherubim, for he 
had served Allah till he was raised to the heavens and cherished' 
by the especial favour of the Kferdtul One, who made him cl.icf 


* [ Mttemfjt 10 prtKTTc ihc “Mukjirmhsn'^ ncif A!klh • ^vlic 

Chembim, mnj ihit CrettoF I bill tp tjmip finar Him (kurabi). 





Alp Layiak wa Iaylah, 


%iO 

of the Oicnjbim.' ”-And Shahnixad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Sltirn it tfie Jfaur anb #linetp>four(5 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Queen 
continued: “‘IbUs served Gtxl and became chief of Cherubim. 
When, however, the Lord created Adam (with whom be peace!). 
He commanded Iblis to prostrate himseli to him, but he drew 
back; so Allah Almighty expelled him from heaven, and cursed 
him.* Thi^ Iblis had issue and of his lineage are the devils; and as 
for the other six males, who were his elders, they are the anocstom 
of the true^belkving Jam, and we are their descendants. Such, O 
Bulukiya is our provenance.^' Bulukiya marvelled at the King's 
words and said, *0 King, I pray thee bid one of thy guards b^ 
me back to my native land.' ‘Naught of this may we do,' 
answered Sakhr, 'save by commandment of Allah Almighty; 
however, an thou desire to leave us and return home, I w*iU mount 
thee on one of my mares and cause her carry thee to the farthest 
frontiers of my dominions, where thou wilt meet with the troops 
of another King, Barakhiya hight, who will recognize the mare at 
sight and take thee off her and send her back to us; and this is 
all we can do for thee, and no more,' When Bulukiya heard these 
words he wept and said, 'Efe whatso thou wdt.' & King Sakhr 
caused bring the mare and, setting Bulukiya on her back, said to 
him, 'Bewan* lest thou alight from her or strike her or cry out in 
her face; for if thou do so she will slay thee; but abide quiedy 
riding on her back till she stop with thee; then dismount and 
wend thy ways.' Quoth Bululuya, 'T hear and I obey;' he then 
mounted and setting out, rode on a long while between the rows 
of tents; and stinted not riding till he came to the royal kitchens 
where he saw the great cauldrons, each holding fifty camels, hxmg 
up over the £res which blaaed hercely under them. So he stopped 
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diere and ga;(ed with a fflarvd ever increasing till King Sakhr 
thinking huD to be anhungered, hade bring him two loa-ited 
carnets; and they carried them to him and bound them behind 
him on the mare's crupper. Then he took leave of them and fared 
on, till he came to the end of King Sakhr's dominions, where the 
mare stood still and Bulukiya dismounted and began to shake the 
dust of the journey from his raiment. And behold, there accosted 
hhn a party of men who, recognising the mare, carried her and 
Bulukiya b^ore their Kmg Barakhiya. So he saluted him, and 
the King returned hi$ greeting and seated him beside himself in 
a splendid pavihon, in the midst of his troops and champions 
and vassal IVinces of the Jann ranged to right and left; aft^ 
which he called for food and they ate their fill and pronounced 
the Alhamdolillah. Then they set on fruits, and when they- 
had eaten thereof, King Barakhi>^, whose estate was like t^t 
of King Sakhr, a^cd his guest, didst thou l^ve King 

Sakhr?' And Bulukiya answered. Two days ago. Quoth 
Barakhiya, ^Dost ^u know, how many days’ journey thou 
come in these two days?* Quoth he, 'No,* and the King 
rejoined, Thou hast come a journey of thr^score and tea 

monihs.* ”-^And Shahmad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased saying her permitted say. 


I&fien it teas Iht dfont l^anhreti atth ^inelp*fi(t|i Misfit, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Queen 
continued: “Bar^ihiya said to Buluki>'a, *In two days thou hast 
come a journey of threescore and ten months; moreover when thou 
mountedst the mare, she was affrighted at thee, knoiving thee 
for a son of Adam, and would have thrown thee; so they bound 
on her back these two camels by way of weight to steady her, 
Bulukiya heard this, he marvdled and thanked Allah 
Almi^ty for safety. Then said the King, TeU ^ me thy 
adventures and what brought t hee to this our land. So ne 
told him his story from first to last, and the King ^marvelled at 
hi$ words, and kept Bulukiya with him two months. Upon 
Hasib Karim al'Din after he had marvelled at her story, again 
besought the Serpent'queen saying, "1 pray thee of thy goodn^ 
and graciousness command one of thy subjects conduct me to the 
surface of the earth, that I may return to my family ” but she 

vou V, 
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answered, "'O Hasib, I Imow that the first thing thou wilt da, 
after seeing the face of the earth will be to greet thjr family and 
then repair to the Hammaro'bath and bathe; and the moment 
thou endcst thine ablutions will see the last of me, for it will be 
the cause of ray death-” Quoth Hasib, ”1 swear that 1 will never 
again enter toe Hainraara'bath so long as I live, but when 
washing is incumbent on. me, I will wash at home.” Rejoined 
the Queen, *'l would not trust thee though thou shouldst swear 
to me an hundred oaths; for such abstaining is not pnassible; and 
1 know thee to be a son of Adam for whom no oath is sacred. 
Thy father Adam made a covenant with Allah the most High, 
who kneaded the day whereof He fashioned him forty tnomings 
and made His angds prostrate themselves to him; yet after all 
his promise did he forget and his oath violate, disobeying the 
commandment of his Lord,” When Hasib heard this, he held 
his peace and burst into tears; nor did he leave weeping for the 
apace of ten days^ at the end of which time lie said to the Queen, 
‘‘Prithee acquaint me with the rest of Bulukiya*s adventures,” 
Accordingly, die began again as follows: “Know, O Hasib, that 
Bulukiya, after abiding two months with King Barakhiya, fare- 
welled him and fared on over wastes and desens nights and days, 
till he came to a high mountain which he ascended On the 
summit he beheld seated a great Angel glorifying the names 
of God and inTOking blessings on Mohammed. Before him lay 
a tablet covered wi^ characters, these white and those black, ^ 
whereon his eyes were fixed and his two wings w'ere outspread to 
the full, one to the western and the other to the eastern nori&on, 
Bulukiya approached and saluted the Angel, who returned his 
slam adding, ‘Who art thou and whence comest thou and 
whither wendest thou and W’hat is thy story?* Accordingly, he 
repeated to him his history, from finst to last, and the Angel 
marvelled mightily thereat, whereupon Bulukiya said to him, *1 
pray thee in return acquaint me with the meaning of this table 
and what is writ thereon; and what may be thine occupation 
and thy name.' Replied the Angel, *My name is Michad, and 
I am charged with the shifts of night and day; and this is my 
occupation till the Day of Doom.* Bulukiya wondered at his 
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words and at his aspect and the vastn^ of his stature and, 
taking leave of him, fared onwards, night and day, till he came 
to a vast meadow over which he walked observing that it was 
traversed by seven streaxas and abounded in trees. He was 
struck by its beauty and in one comer thereof he saw a great 
ote and under it four Angels. So he drew near to them and 
found the first in the likeness of a man, the second in the likeness 
of a wild beast, the third in the likeness of a bird and the fourth 
in the likeness of a bull, engaged in glorifying Almjghcy Allah, 
and saying, ‘O my God and my Master and my Lord, 1 conjure 
Thee, by Thy tru^ and by the decree of Thy Prophet Mobaramed 
(on whom be blessings and peace!) to viouchsafe Thy mercy and 
grant Tby forgiveness to alt thinra created in my likeness; for 
Thou over all things art AJmigl ity'" Bulukiya marvelljed at 
what he heard but continued bis journey till he came to another 
mountain and ascending it, found there a great Angel seated on 
the summit, ^rjfying God and hallowing Him and invoking 
blessings on Mohammed (whom Allah assain and save!); 
and he saw that Angel continually opening and shutting his 
hands and bending and extending his fineers. He accosted 
hirn and saluted him; whereupon the Angel returned his salam 
and enquired who he was and how he came thither. So Bulukiya 
acquainted him with his adventures including his having lust the 
way; and besought hhn to tell him, in turn, who he was and 
what was his function and what mountain was that. Quoth the 
Angel, ‘Know, O Bulukiya, that thi^ is the mountain Kaf, which 
encompasseth the w'orld; and all the ooutitries the Creator hath 
made are in my grasp. When the Ahnighty is minded to visit 
any land with earthquake or famine or plenty or slaughter or 
prosperity, He biddetn me carry out His commands and I carry 
them out without stirring from my place; for know thou that 

my hands lay hold upon the roots of the earth,’ ”-And Shah- 

ratad perceived the ^wn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


SQiai it ftia^ t^e dTour ^utibreh anb ilinctP'Sttxtf) 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that the Queen con' 
ttnued: “When the angel said, ‘‘And know thou that my hands lay 
hold upon the roots of the earth,' he asked, ‘And Hath Allah created 
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other worlds than this within the motintain Kaf?' The Angd 
answered, ‘Yes, He hath made a world Tvliite as silver, whose vast' 
ness none femoweth save Himself, and hath peopled it with Angels, 
whose meat and drink are His praise and hallowing and continual 
blessings upon His Prophet Mohammed {whom Allah bless and 
keep!). Every Thursday night* chey repair to this mountain and 
worship in congregiation AUi until the morning, and they assign 
the future recompense of their lauds and litanies to the sinners of 
the Faith of Monammod (whom Allah assain and save!) and to 
ail who fn^ g the Ghusl-ablution of Friday; and this is thdr 
function until the Day of Resurrection.* Asked Bulukiya, ‘And 
hath Allah created other mountains behind the mountain JCaf?*; 
whereto he answered, 'Yes, behind this mountain is a range of 
moun tains five hundred years* journey long, of snow and ice, and this 
it is that wardeth off the heat of Jahannam from the world, which 
verily would else be consumed thereby. Moreover, bdiind the 
mountain Kaf are forty worlds, rach one the bi^ess of this world 
forty times told, some of gold and some of silver and others of 
camelian. Each of these worlds hath its own colour, and Allah 
hath peopled them with angeb, that know not Eve nor Adam nor 
night nor day, and have no other business than to celebrate His 
praises and hallow Him and make profession of His Unity and 
proclaim His Omnipotence and supplicate Him on behalf of the 
followers of Mohammed (whom Allah bless and keep!). And 
know, also, O Bulukiya, that the earths were made in sm-'en stages, 
one upon another, and that Allah hath created one of His Angels, 
whose stature and attributes none knoweth but Himself and who 
beareth the seven stages upon his shoultkrs. Under diis Angel 
Almighty Allah hath created a great rock, and under the rock a 
bull, and under the bull a huge and under the fish a mighty 
Dcean.^ God once told Isa (with whom be peace!) of this fish, and 
he said, 'O Lord show me the fish, that I may look upon it.’ So 
the Almighty commanded an angel to take Isa and show him the 
fish. Accordingly, he took htm up and carried him (with whom 
be peace!) to the sea, wherein the fish dwelt, and said, 'Look, O 
Isa, upon the fish.' He looked but at first saw nothing, when, 
suddenly, the fish darted past like hghtning. At this sight Isa 
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fdl down aswoon, and when he came to himself, Allah spate to 
him by inspiratton, saying, 'O Isa, hast thou seen the £sh and 
compi^ended its length and its breadth?' He replied, ‘By Thy 
honour and glory, O Lord, I saw no lish; but there passed me by 
a great bull, whose length was three days' journey, and 1 know 
not what manner of thing this bull is.’ Quoth Allah, ‘O Isa, this 
that thou sawest and which was three days in passing by thee, was 
but the head of the ilsh;’ and know that every day I create forty 
fishes like unto this.* And Isa hearing this marvelled at the 
power of Allah the Almighty. Asked BulukJya, ‘What hath Allah 
made beneath this sea whidi containeth the fish?'; and the Angd 
answered, ‘Under the sea the Lord created a vast abyss of air, 
under the air fire, and under the fire a mighty serpent, by name 
Falak; and were it not for fear of the Most Highest, this serpent 
would assuredly swallow up all that is above tt, air and fire and 

the Angel and his burden, w’ithout ^nsing it.*'*-^And Shah-* 

lajad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted 
say. 

Rfficn it Ifie Jfaur ^unfireb anti j^inrtp^srbmtfi 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that the angd 
said to Bulukiya when dcscribiag the serpent, '"And were it not 
for fear of the Most Highest, this serpent would assuredly swallow 
up aB that is above it, air, and fire, and the Angel and his burden, 
without sensing it. When Allah created this serpent He said to 
it by inspiration, 'I will give thee somewhat to keep for me, so 
open thy mouth/ The serpent replied, 'Do whatso Thou wilt;' 
and opened his mouth and God placed Hell into bis maw, saying, 
'Keep it until the Day of Resurrection. WBien that time comes, 
the Almighty will send His angels with chains to bring HeD and 
bind it until the Day when all men shall meet; and the Lord will 
order Hell to go open its gates and there will issue therefrom 
sparks bigger than the mountains/ When Bulukiya heard these 
things he wept with sore weeping and, taking leave of the Angel, 
fared on westwards, till he came in sight of two cuKitvires sitting 
before a great shut gate. As he drew near, he saw* that one of 
the gatekeepers had the semblance of a lion and the other that of 
a bull; so be saluted them and they retximed his salam and enquired 


^TJw Cik* Edit. frl4, here retd* hy a timtd crttif 





j 26 Alf Laylah wa Latiah. 

who and whence he was and whither he was bound, he, I 

am of the sons of Adam, a wanderer for the love of Mohammed 
(whom Allah assain and save!) and 1 have strayra from my 
way,* Then he asked them what they were and w^t was the 
gate before which they sat, and they answered, We are the 
guardians of this gate thou seest and we have no other business 
than the praise and hallowing of Allah and the invoration of 
blessings on Mohammed (whom may He bl^ and keep,). Bu' 
lukiy^. wondered and stsked is within the gate. , 

and they answered. *^^e wot not. Then quoth he, I conjure 
you. by the truth of your glorious Lord, open to me the gate, 
that I may see tha^ which is therein, Quoth they. We caraot, 
and none may open this gate, of all created beings sas'e febricl, 
the Faithful One, with whom be peacel* Then Buluki>*a lifted up 
his voice in supplication to A llah , saying, O I^rd, send me thy 
messenger Gabriel, the Faithful One, to oj^ for me this pte 
I may sec what be therein;* and the Almighty pve ear unto h^ 
prayer and commanded the Archangel to descend to earth and 
open to him the pte of the Meeting-place of the Two Seas. So 
Gabriel descended and, saluting Bulukiya, opened the pte to him, 
saying, ‘Enter this door, for Allah commandeth me to open to 
thee.* So he entered and Gabriel locked the gate behind him 
and flew back to hea'^-’en. V^Tien Bulukiya found himself w-ithin 
the pte. he looked and bchdd a vast ocean, half salt and half 
fresh, bounded on every side by mountain-ranges of red ruby 
whereon he saw angels singing the praises of the Lord and hal- 
lowing Him, So he went up to them and saluted them and 
having received a return of his salam, questioned them of the sea 
and the mountains. Replied they, *This place is situate under 
the Arsh or empyreal heaven; and this Ocean causeth the flux 
and flow of all the seas of the world; and we are appointed to 
distribute them and drive them to the various parts of the earth, 
the salt to the and the fresh to the ftesh,^ and this is our 
employ until the Day of Doom. As for the mountain-ranges 
they serve to limit and to contain the waters. But thou, whence 
comest thou and whither art thou bound?* So he told them his 
story and asked them of the road. They bade him. traverse the 
surface of the ocean which by before him; so he anointed his 
feet with the juice of the herb he had with him, and taking leave 
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of the angels, set out upctn the face of the a«i and STCd on over 
the water nights and days; and as he was faring, behtnd, he tndi a 
handsome youth journeying along like hims elf, whereupon he 
greeted him and he returned his greeting. After they parted he 
espied four great Angels wayfaring over the face of the sea, aiw 
th eir going was like the blinding lightning; so he stationed 
himself in thdr rmd, and when they came up to him, he saluted 
them and said to them, ask you by the Almighty, the Glpdoi^ 
to tdl me your names and whither are ye bound? Replied the 
first Angel. ‘My name is Gabriel and these my companions are 
called Israfil and MM'fl and AzraU Thf^c bath app^ed in 
the East a mighty dragon, which hath laid waste a thousand 
and devoured their inhabitants; wherefore Allah Ahni^ty 
hath commanded us to go to him and seize him and cast him 
into Jahannam.* Bulukiya marvelled at the \'ascnKs of their 
stature and fared on, as before, days and nights, till he came to an 

island where he landed and w'alked about tor a while;*-And 

ShaKrayjirt perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


tBhm It tnaia the jTour ?&tint!ceh «nh ^inctp'eig^Jh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Kins, that “Bulukiya 
landed on the island and walked about for a wh^, till he saw a 
comely young man with light shining from his visa^, sitting 
weeping and ^meriting between two built tombs. So he saluted 
hfin and he returned his salutation, and Bultdtiya said to him, 
thou and what are these two built tombs between 
w’hich thou sictest, and wherefore this wailing? He looked at 
hifi^ and wept with sore weeping, dll he drenched his clothes 
with his tears; then said, 'Know thou, O my brother, mine is a 
marvellous story and a wondrous; hut I would haw thee 
by me and first tell me thy name and thine adventures and who 
thou art and what brought thee hither; after which 1 will, ^in 
turn, r^te to thee my history.' So Bulukiya at do^ by him 
and related to him all that had befallen him from his fatos 
death,' adding, ‘Such is my history, the whole of it, and Auah 
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aJonc knoweth what will happen k> me after this.' When the 
y^uth heard his story, be sighed and said, 'O thou unhappy! 
How few things thou hast seen in thy life compared with mine! 
Know, O Bulukiya, that unlike thyself 1 bax-e looked upon our 
lord Solomon, in his life, and have seen things past count or 
reckoning. Indeed, my story b strange and my case out of 
range, and I would have thee abide wiui me, till 1 teU thee my 
histo^ and acquaint tltee how I come to be sitting here.’" 
Hearing this much Hasih again interrupted the Queen of the 
Serpenrs and said to her, “Allah upon thee. O Queen, release 
me and command one of thy servants carry me forth to the 
surface of the earth, and I will swear an oath to thee that I 
will ne\'er enter the H am mam -ha th as long as I live.*' But she 
said, “This is a thing which may not be nor wlU I believe thee 
upon thine oath.’* When he heard Ais, he wept and all the 
serpenb wept on his account and took to mtercedine for him 
with thdr Queen, saying, “Wc beseech thee, bid one of us carry 
him forth to the surface of the earth, and he will swear thee an 
oath never to enter the bath his life long," Now when YamlaykM 
(for such was the Queen’s name) heard their appeal, she turned to 
Kasib and made him swear to her an oath; after which she 
a serpent catty him forth to the surface of the earth. The serpent 
made ready, hut as she was about to go away with him, he turned 
to Queen Yambykha and said, ’I would fain have thee tell me 
the history of the youth whom Bulukiya saw sitting between rwo 
tombs.” So she said: “Know, O Hasib, that when Bidukiya sat 
down by the youth and told him his tale, from first to last, in 
order that the other might also recount his adventures and 

explain the cause of ius sitting between the two tombs"-And 

Sbahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


IBhcn (t teas ibe Jfour ©tinbrcb anh i?lnetp-nmth 

She said. It bath reached me, O au^icious King, that the 
Queen continued: “When Bulukiya entk^ his recount, the youth 
said. ‘How few things of marvel hast thou seen in thy life, O un' 
happy! Now I have looked upon our lord Solomon whik he was 
yet living and I have witnessed wonders beyond compt and con- 
cepbon.' And he to relate 
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The Story o/ /anjiuA.^ 

‘Know. O my brother* that my sire was a King called Te^hmuSi 
who reigned over the land of Kabul and the E^u Shahlan, ten 
thousand warbke chiefs, each ruling over an hundred walled ddes 
and a hundred dmdels; and he was suzveram also over seven 
vassal princes* and tribute was brought to him from the broad 
lands between East and West. He was just and equitable in 
his rule and Allah Almighty had given him all this and had 
bestowed on him such mighty empire, yet had He not vouchsafed 
hini a, eon (though this was his detest wisli) to inherit the 
kingdom after his decease. So one day it befel that he sum' 
moned the Olema and astrologers, the mathematicians and 
almanac'makets, and said, 'Draw me my horoscope and look 
if Allah will grant me a son to succeed me. Accordingly, they 
consulted th^ books and calculated his dominant star and the 
aspects thereof i after which they said to him, ‘Know, O King, 
thar thou shalt be blessed with a eon, but by none other than the 
daughter of the King of Khorasan.' Hearing this Teghmus joyed 
with exceeding joy and, bestowing on the astrologers and wizards 
treasure beyond numbering or reckoning, dismissed them. His 
chief Wasir was a renowned wamor, by name ‘A 3 m 2^, who was 
equal to a thousand cavaliers m tattle; so him he summoned 
and, repeating to him what the astrologers had predicted, he 
said, ‘O Warir, it is my will that thou equip thee for a m^ch 
to l^orasan and demand for me the hand of its King Bahrwan s 
daughter*' deceiving these orders the ^^aiir at once proceeded 
to get ready for the journey and encamped without the town 
with his troops and braves and retinue, whilst King Teghmus 
made ready as presents for the King of Khorasan fifteen hundred 
loads of gilkg and precious stones, pearls and rubies and other 
gems, besides gold and silver; and he also prepared a prodigious 
quantity of all that gocth to the equipment of a bride; then, 
loading them upon camels and mules, deuvcied them to Ayn Zar, 
with a letter to the following pitrport. ‘After invoking the 
blessing of Heaven, King Teghmus to King Bahrwan, greeting. 
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Know chat we have taken counsel widi the astrologers and sage$ 
and tpaihesiatidans, and they tell u$ that we shall have boon of 
a boy-child, and that by none other than thy diiughter. Where¬ 
fore 1 have despatched unto thee my Wazir A>t} Zar, with great 
store of bridal gear, and 1 have appointed him to stand in my 
stead and to enter into the maniagc-contract in my namei 
Furthermore I desire that of thy fa^-our thou wilt grant him his 
request w’ithout stay or deby; for it is my ovm, and all gracious- 
ness thou show-est him, 1 take for myself; but beware of crossing 
me in this, for know, O King Bahrwan, that Allah hadi tsestowed 
upon me the Kingdom uf Kabul, and hath given me dominion 
over the Banu Shahlan and vouchsafed me a mighty empire; and 
if I ma^ thy daughter, we be, I and tlu?u. as one thing in 
kingship; and I will send thee every year as much treasure as v/ill 
suffice thee. And this is my desire of thee*’ Then King Teghmus 
sealed the letter with his own ring and gave it to the Waair, who 
departed with a great company and journeyed till he drew near 
the capital of Khorasan. When Kmg Bahtwan heard of his 
approach, he despatched his principal Emirs to meet him,* with 
a convoy of fewd and drink and ocher requisites, including forage 
for the steeds. So they fared forth vHth the train till they met the 
Waiir; then, alighting without the city, they exchanged saluta¬ 
tions and abode there, eating and drinking, ten days; at the end 
of which time they mounted and rode on into the town, where 
they were met by King Bahrwan, who came out to greet the 
Waair of King Teghmus and alighting, embraced him and car¬ 
ried him to his dta^. Then Ayn Zar brought out die presents 
and laid them before King Bahrwan, together with the letter of 
King Teghmus, svhich when the King read and understood, he 
joyed with joy exceeding and welcomed the Warir, saying, 
‘Rejoice in winning thy w'ish; and know that if King Teglimus 
sou^t of me my life, verily I would gwe it to him.’ Then he 
went in forthright to his daughter and her mother and his kin^ 
folk, and acquainting them with the King of Kabul's demand, 
sought counsel of them, and they said, ‘Do what seemeth good to 

thee.’-And Shahrarad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

to say her permitted say. 
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mtti it tnatf tf|£ Jftbc ©unUtdJtfi iiigtiL 

She said. It hath icaclied me, O auspicious King, that “Kmg 
Bahrwan con^ted his daughter and her mother and his tins' 
folk and they said, ‘Do what scemeth good to thee.‘ So he 
returned straightway to the Minister Ajti Zar and notified to 
h im his desire had been tulfilled; and the Wazir abode 
with him two months, at the cad of wliich time he said to him, 
‘Wc besfceh thee to b^tow upon us that wherefore we came, so 
we may depart to our own land, ‘i hear and obey, answered 
the King. Then he prepared all the gear wanted for the wedding; 
and when this was done he assembled his Watirs and all his 
Emirs and the Grandees of his redm and the monks and pri^ 
who tied the knot of marriage between his daughter and King 
Teghmus by proxy. And King Bahrwan bade decorate the city 
after the goodliest fashion and spread the streets with carpets. 
Then he equipped his daughter for the journey and gave her all 
manner of presents and raritii^ and precious metals, such as none 
may describe; and Ayn Zar departed with the Princess to his own 
countay. When tlie news of dieir approach reached King Teghmus, 
he bade celebrate the wedding festivities and adorn the dty; after 
which he ■went in unto the Princess and abated her maidenhead; 
nor was it long before she conceived by him and, accomplishjng 
her months, bane a man'child like the moon on the night of its fulL 
When King Teghmus knew that his wife had given birth to a 
goodly son, he rejoiced with exceeding joy and, summoning the 
sages and astrologers and mathematicians, said to them, I would 
that ye draw the horoscope of the new'bom child with his 
ascendant and its aspects and acquaint me what shall befal 
him in his lifetime.' So they made their calculations and found 
them favourable; but, that he would, in his fifteenth year, be 
exposed to perils and hardships, and tlrat if he survived, he 
would be happy and fortunate and become a greater king than 
his father and a more powerful. The King voiced gready in 
this prediction and named tlic boy Janshah. Then he deb’vered 
him to the nurses, wet and dry, who reared him excellently well 
till he reached his fifth year, when his father taught him to read 
the Evangel and instructed him in the art of arms and lunge of 
and svway of sw'ord, so that in less than seven years he was 
wont to ride a-hunting, and a'chasing; he became a doughty cham' 
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pion, perfect in all the science of tke cavalaricc and his father 
was delighted to hear of his knighd}" prowess, I: chanced one 
day that King Teghmus and his son accompanied by the troops 
rode out for sport into the wolds and wildg and hunted till mid- 
afternoon of the third day^ wlien the Prince started a gazelle of a 
rare colour, which fled before him. So he gave chase to it, fob 
lowed by seven of King Teghmuss white slaves all mounted on 
swift steeds, and rode at speed after the gazelle, which fled before 
them till she brought them to the sea'shore. They all ran at her 
to take her as their quarry, but she escaped from them and, throw¬ 
ing hersdf into the waves/'-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 

CSljen ft (f)r ,^the l^unhreti anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "when 
Janshah and the Mamelukes ran at the gazelle, to take her as 
their quarry, she escaped from them and, throwing herself into 
the waves, swam out to a fishing bark, that was moored near the 
shore, and sprang on board, Janshah and liis followers dismounted 
and, boarding the boat, made prize of the gazelle and were minded 
to return to shore with her, when the Prince espied a great island 
in the offing and said to his merry men, ‘I have a longing to visit 
yonder island,' They answered, AVe hear and obey/ and sailed 
on tiU they came to the island, where they landed and amused 
themselves with exploring the piace. Then they again embarked 
and taking with them the gazelle, set out bo return homeward, but 
the mvirk of evening overtook them and they missed their way on 
the main. Moreover a strong wind arose and dmve the boat into 
mid'oeean, eo that when they awoke in the morning, they found 
themselves lost at sea. Such was their case; but as regards 
King Teghmus, when he missed his son, he commanded his 
troops to make search for him in separate bodies; so they dis- 
persed on all sides and a company oI them, coming to the sea- 
shore, found there the Prince's white slave whom he had left in 
charge of the horses. They asked him what was come of his 
master aird the other sis, and he told them what had passed; 
whereupon they took him with them and returned to the King and 
acquainted him wdth what they had learnt. When Teghmus beard 
their report, he wept with sore weepin g and cast the cncfwn f ro m his 
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head, biting his hands for vexation. Then he rose forthright and 
wrote letters and despatched them to all the islands of the sea. 
Moreover he got together an hundred ships and filling them with 
troops, sent them to sail about in quest of Jonshah, while he hirp- 
self withdrew with his troops to his capital, where he abode in 
sore concern. As for Janshah’s mother, when she heard of his loss 
she huifeted her face and began the mourning ceremonies for her 
son malting sure that be was dead. Meanwhile, Janshah and his 
men ceased not driving before the wind and those in search of 
t hem cruised about for ten days till, finding no trace they ittutned 
and reported failure to the King. But a stiff gale caught the 
Prince's craft which went spooning till they made a second island, 
where they landed and walked about. Presently they came upon 
a spring of running water in the midst of the island and saw from 
afar a man sitting bard by it. So they went up to him and 
saluted him, and he returned their salam, speaking in a voice like 
the whistle^ of birds. Whilst Janshah stCKjd marvelling at the 
man's speech he looked right and left and suddenly split himself 
in twain, and each half went a different way." Then there came 
down from the Kilb a multitude of men of all kinds, beyond count 
and reckoning; and they no sooner reached the spring, than each 
one divided into two halves and rushed on Janshab and his 
Mamelukes to eat r h^tn . When the voyagers saw this, they turned 
and fied seawards; but the cannibals pursued thenj and cau^t 
and ate three of the slaves, leaving only three slaves who with 
Janshah reached t^ boat in safety; then launching her made for 
the water and sailed nights and days without knowing whither 
their ship went. They killed the gazelle and lived on her flesh, 
fill the winds drove rb^m to a third island which was full of trees 
and waters and flower-gardens and orchards laden with all fashion 
of fruits: and strrams strayed under the tree-shade: brief, the 
place was a Garden of Eden. The island pleased the Prince and 
ne said to his companions, ‘Which of you will land and dplnrc?' 
Then said one of the slaves, “Tbat will I do'; but he replied. 
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"This thing may iioe be; you must all land and esplorc the 

place while I abide in the boat.' So he set them ashore,"-And 

Shahiaaad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


Sl^en ft iaai ttt Jfibe anh dieconh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "the Prince 
set them ashore, and they searched the idand. East and West, but 
found no one; then they fared on inland to the heart thereof, till 
they came to a Castle compassed about with ramparts of white 
marble, within w'hich was a palace of the clearest crystal and, set in 
its centre a garden containing all manner fruits beyond descrip' 
tion, both fr^ and dry, and flowers of grateful odour and new 
and birds singing upon the boughs. Amiddlemost the garden was 
a vast basin of water, and beside it a great open hall with a raised 
dais whereon stood a number of stools surrounding a throne of 
red gold, studded with all kinds of jewels and especially rubies. 
Seeing the beauty of the Castle and of the Gardm they enten^ 
and explored in all directions, but found no one there, so after 
rummaging the Castle they returned to Jinshah and told liiin w'hat 
they bad seen. When he heard their report, he cried, ‘Needs 
must 1 solace myself with a sight of it;' so he landed and 
accompanied them to the palace, which he entered marvelling at 
the goodliness of the place. They then visited every part of the 
gardens and ate of the fruits and continued walking till it waxed 
dark, when they returned to the estrade and sat down, Janshah on 
the throne in the centre and the three others on the stools ranged 
to the right and left. Then the Prince, there seated, called to mind 
his sqjaration from his father's throne-city^ and country and friends 
and kinsfolk; and fell a-weeping and lamenting over thdr loss, 
whilst his men wept around him . And as they were thus sorrow- 
irig behold, they hrani a mighty clamour, that came from seaward, 
and looking in the direction of the damour saw a multitude of 
apes, as thi^ were swarming locusts. Now the castle and the 
island belonged to these apes, who, finding the strangers’ boat 
mooted to tiic strand, had scutded it and after repaired to the 
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pnlace, where they came upon Jansliah and his men seated." Here 
the Sea^xait-queen again broke oil her recital saying, "All this, O 
Hasib, was told to Bulukiya by the young man sitting between the 
two tombs." Quoth Hasib, "And what did Janshah with the 
apes?"; so the Queen resumed her talc: "He and his men were 
sore affrighted at the appearance of the apes, but a company of 
thgm rnm.» up to the throne whereon he at and, kissing the earth 
before bim , stood awhile in lus presence with their paws upon their 
breasts in posture of respect. Then another troop brought to the 
r a g ri p gasellcs which they slaughtered and skinned; and roasting 
pieces of the flesh rill fit for food they laid them on platters of 
gold and silver and spreading the table, made signs to Janshah 
and his men to eat. The Prince and his followers came down from 
their and ate, and the apes ate with them, till they were 
satisfied, when the apes took away the meat and set on fruits of 
which they partook and praised Allah the most Hipest. Then 
Janshah asked the apes by signs what they were and to whom the 
palace bebnge^ and they answered him by signals, ‘Know yc that 
thijt island belonged of yore to our lord Solomon, son of David 
(on both of whom be peace!), and he used to come hither once 

every year for his solace,*-And Shshra^d perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

iShtn it ttit iflbe ^unhrtli anh .^(ght. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Janshah asked the apes by signs to whom the palace belonged, 
they answered him by signals, " 'Of a truth this place belonged of 
yore to our lord Solomon, son of David (on both of whom be 
peace!), who used to come hither once every year for his solace, 
and then wend his ways.' Presently the apes continued. And 
know, O King, that thou art become our Sultan and we are thy 
servants; so cat and drink, and whatso thou ever bid us, that will 
we do.’ So saying, they severally kissed the earth between the 
hands of Janshah and all took their departure. The Prince slept 
tLat night on the throne and lus men on the atoob about him, and 
on the morrow, at daybreak, the four Waiirs or Captains of the 
apes presented themselves before him, attended by their troops, 
who ranged themselves about him, rank after rank, until the place 
was crowded. Then the Wazirs approached and erhorted him by 
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signs to do justice amongst them and rule them righteously; after 
which the a^ies cried out to one another and went away, sJJ save 
a small party which remained in presence to serve him, Alter 
awhde, there came up a company of apes with huge dogs in the 
semblance of horses, each wearing aMut his head a massive 
chain; and signed to Janshah and his three followers to mount 
and go with them, 5o they mounted, marvehii^g at the greatness 
of the dogs, and rode forth, attended by the four Waxirs and a 
host of apes like swarming locusts, some riding on dogs and 
others afoot till they came to the sea'shore. Janshah looked for 
the boat which brought him and linding it scuttled turned to the 
Wazirs and asked how this had happened to it; whereto they 
answered, “Know, O King, that, when thou earnest to our island, 
we kenned that thou wouldst be Sultan over us and we feared lest 
ye all flee from us, in our absence; and embark in the boat; so 
we sank it/ When Janshah hi^rd thij; he turned to his Mame¬ 
lukes and said to them, “We have no means of escaping from 
these apes, and we patiently await the ordinance of the 
Almighty/ Then they far^ on ir^nd and ceased not faring till 
they came to the banks of a river, on whose other side rose a high 
mountain, w-hereon Janshah saw a multitude of Ghuls. So he 
turned to the apes and asked them. “What art these Ghuls?' and 
they answered, “Know, O King, that these Ghuls are our mortal 
foes and we come hither to do battle with them/ Janshah 
marvelled to see them riding horses, and was startled at the vast' 
ness of thdr bulk and the strangent^ of their semblani^; for 
some of them had heads like bulls and others like camds. As soon 
as the Ghuls espied the army of the apes, they charged down to 
the river'bank and standing there, fell to pelting them with stones 
as big as maces; and between them there bcfel a sore hghc. 
Presently, Janshah, seeing tliat the Ghuls were getting the better 
of the apes, cried out to his men, raying, ‘Uncase your bows and 
arrows and shoot at them your shafts and keep them oS 
from us/ They did so and slew of the Ghuls much people, when 
there fell upcfn them sore dismay and they turned to flee; but the 
apes, seeing Janshah's prowess, forded the river and headed by 
their Sviltan chased the Chub, killing many of them in the 
pursuit, till they reached the high mountain where they dis' 
appeared. And while exploring the said mountain Janshah 
found a tablet of alabaster, whereon was written, *0 thou who 
cntcrest this land, know that thou wilt become Stfltan over these 
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apes and that from them there is no escape for thee, cs^t by 
the passes than run cast and west through the mountaios. If 
thou take the eastern pass, thou wilt fare through a country 
swarming with Ghuis and wild beasts, Mands and ifiits, and thou 
wilt come, after three months' joumeyidg, to the ocean W’hich 
cncompasseth the earth; but, if thou travel by the western pass, 
it will bring thee, after four months' journeying, to the head of 
the Wady of Emmets * * When thou l^st foUowcd the road, that 

leads tbrtjugh this mountain, ten days,'"-And Shahrasad per- 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


®!fjen ft teas tfjt ifibe feunhreb anb Jfoartfj 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Janshah 
read this much upon the tablet and found, at the end of the 
inscription, “ ‘Then thou wilt come to a great river, whose current 
is so swift that it blindeth the eyes. Now this river dneth up 
every Sabbath,® and on the opposite bank lies a city wholly in' 
habited by Je^, who the faith of Mohammed refuse; there is net 
a Moslem among the band nor is there other than this city in the 
land. Better therefore lord it over the apes, for so long as thou 
shalt tarry amongst them they will be victorious over the Ghuk 
And know also chat he who wTote this tablet was the lord 
Solomon, son of David (on both be peace 1). When Janshah 
read these words, he wept sore and repeated them to his men. 
Then they mounted again and, surrounded by the army of the 
apes who were rejoicing in tbdr victory, returned to the castle. 
Here janshah abode, Sultaning over them, for a year and a half. 
And at the end of this time, he one day commanded the ape'aray 
to mount and go forth a'hunting with him, and they rode out into 
the wolds and wilds, and fared on from pbee to place, till they 
approached the Wady of Emmets, which Janshah knew by the 
description of it upon the alabaster tablet. Here he bade them 
dismount «iiid thty all afaod^ therc, eating and dnnking a spaoi of 
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ten days, after which Janabah cook his men ap^ one night an^ 
said, *I purpose wc flee through the Valley of 
for the town of the Jews; it may be All^ will dehver vy fr^ 
these arcs and we will go God's ways. repU^ e _ 

and we obey:' so he waited till some little of the nightspen^ 
then, donning his armour and girding to sword ^ dagger and 
like weapons, and his men doing likewi^. they set out an 
fared on westw-ards till morning. W'hcn the apes a^kj: a^ 
missed Janshah and to men, they knew that they had Qed. bo 
they mount^ and pursued them, some taking the eastern pa^ 
and others that which led to the Wady of Emmets, nor was t 
bng before the apes came in sight of the fugitive^ m th^ were 
about to enterthe vaUey. and hastened after them. When J^hah 
and his men saw them, they fled mto the Emmet-vallcy; but l*e 
apes soon overtook them and would have slain them, when beho d, 
there rose out of the earth a multitude of ants like swarn^g 
locusts, as big as dogs, and charged home upon the ^^ey 

devoured many of thdr foes, and these also skw many of the ants; 
but help came to the emmets: now an ant would go up to 
and smite him and cut him in twain, whilst ten apes could hamy 
frtafiiyr gne ant and bear him away and tear him in sunder, 1 he 
sore battle lasted till the evening but the emmets were vici»rious. 
In the gloaming janshah and his men took to flighc and fled ^ng 

the sole of the Wady”--And Shahratad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say, 


it taa^ tf)t jFiht Jhuwhrcb anb JFiffl] 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King that “in tto 
gloaming Janshah and to men took to flight and fled along the 
sok of the Wady till the moniing. With the break of day. the 
apes were up and at them, which when the Prince saw he shouted 
to his men, "Smite with your swords. So they baiw their 
bbdes and laid on load tight and left, rill there ran at t^m an 
ape, with tusks like an elephant, and smote one of the Marne' 
bkes and cut him in sunder. Tlien the apes redoubled upon 
Janshah and he fled with his followers into the lower levels of the 
valley, where he saw a vast river and by its side a mighty many of 
ants. Wlicn the emmets espied Janshah they pushed on and 
surrounded him, and one of the slaves feU to smiting them with 
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his sword and cutting them in twain; whereupon the whole host 
set upon him and slew him . At this pass, bwold, up came the 
apes from over the mountain and fell in n umb ers upon Janshahj 
but he tore off his clothes and, plunging into the river, with his 
remaining servant, struck out £or the middle of the stream. Pre* 
sently, be caught sight of a tree on the other bank; so he swam 
up to it and bying hold of one of its branches, hung to it and 
swung himself ashore, but as for the last Mameluke the current 
carried him away and dashed him to piec«3 against the mountain. 
Thereupon Janshah fell to wringing his cloches and spreading them 
in the sun to dry, vrhat whUe there bcfcl a fferce fight between the 
apes and the ants, until the apes gave up the pursuit and returned 
to their own land. Meanwhile, Janshah, who abode alone on the 
river-bank, could do naught but shed tears till nightfall, when he 
took refuge in a cavern and there passed the dark hours, in great 
fear and feeling desolate for the loss ol his slaves. Ac daybreak 
awiddng from his sleep he set out again and fared on nights 
and days, eating of the herbs of the earth, till he came to the 
mountain which burnt like fire, and thence he made the river 
which dried up every Sabbath. Now it was a mighty stieani 
and on the opposite bank stood a great dty, which was the 
capital of the Jews mentioned in the tablet. Ticne he abode till 
the ncit Sabbath, when the river dried up and he walked over 
to the other side and entered the Jew city, but saw none in the 
streets. So he wandered about till he came to the door of a 
homestead, which he opened and entering, espied within the people 
of the house sttdng in silence and speaking not a syllable. 
Quoth he, 'I am a stranger and anhungered;* and they signed 
to him, as to say, 'Eat and drink, but speak not. * So he ate 
and drank and slept that night and, when mofning dawned, the 
m as ter of the house greeted him and bade him wfcicome and asked 
him^ 'Whence comest thou and whither art thou bound? At 
these words Janshah wept sore and told him all that had befallen 
him and how his father was King of Kabul; whereat the Jew 
marvelled and said, ‘Never heard we of that dty, but we have 
heard from the merchants of the caravans tliat in that direction 
lieth a land called Al'Yaman.' 'How far is that bnd from this 
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place?* asked Janshah, and the Jew answered^ The Cafilah mer¬ 
chants pretcnci that it is a two ycarsand three ntcnths march from 
their land hither.* Quoth Janshah. '.^nd when (toth the caravan 

come?* Quoth the Jew, 'Next ytar ’twill come.’ ”-And Shal^ 

razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


iQ^eti il htaif tht ifihe l^unhtch anh 

She said. It hath reached me, O at^pidous King, that when the 
Jew was questioned anent dte coming of the c^ravani he replied, 
“ ‘Next year ’twill come.* Ac these words the Prince wept sore 
and fell a-sorrowing for himself and his Mamelukes; and lament' 
ing h^ separation from Ids mother and father and all which had 
befallen him in his wanderings. Then said the Jew. *0 young 
man, do not weep, but sojourn with us tiU the caravan sh^ come, 
when we will send thee with it to thine own country,* So he 
tarried with the Jew two whole months and every day he went out 
walking in the streets for his solace and diversion. Now it chanced 
one day, whilst he paced about the main thoroughfares, as of wont, 
and was bending his steps right and left, he heard a cner crying 
aloud and saying, ‘Who will earn a thousand gold pieces and a 
slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness by working for me 
between morning and noontide?’ But no one answered him and 
Janshah said in his mind, ‘Were not this work dangerous and 
difiicult, Ike would not offer a thousand dinars and a fair girl for 
half a day’s bbour.’ Then he accosted the crier and s^d, ‘I will 
do the work;' so the man carried him to a lofty mansion where 
they found one who was a Jew and a merchant, seated on an ebony 
chair, to whom quoth the crier, standing respectfully before him, 
*0 merchant. 1 have cried every day these three mon ths, and none 
hath answered, save this young man/ Hewing his speech the Jew 
welcomed Janshah, led him into a magnificent sitting room and 
signalled to bring food. So the servants spread the table and ect 
c^TCon ai manner meats, of which the merchant and Janshah ate, 
and washed their hands. Then wine was served up and they 
drank; after which the Jew rose and bringing Janshah a purse 
of a thousand dinars and a slave-gkl of rare beauty, said to him 
Take maid and money to thy hire.* Janshah took them and 
.yafwj the girl by his side when the trader resumed. To-morrow 
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to the work!^ and so saying he withdrew and Janshah slept with 
the damsel that night. As soon as it was morning, the merchant 
bade his slaves clothe him in a costly suit of silk whenas he came 
out of the Hammam'Bath. So they did as he bade them and 
brought him back to the house, whweupoa the merchant called 
for Mrp and lute and wine and they drank and played and made 
[nerry ^ the half of the night was past, when the Jew retired to 
his Harim and Janshalt lay with bis slave^irl till the dawn. Then 
he went to the bath and on his return, the merchant came to him 
and sudr 'Now I vidsli thee to do the work for me.' *1 hear and 
obey,* replied Jansbah. So the merchant bade his slaves bring 
two shc'roules and set Janshih on one, mounting the other him' 
self. Then they rode forth from the city and fared on from morn 
till noon, when they made a lofty mountain, to whose height was 
no limit. Here the Jew dismounted, ordering Janshah to do the 
same; and when he obeyed the merchant rave him a knife and 
a cord, saying, T desire that thou slaughter this muk.' So 
Janshah tuck^l up his sleeves and skirts and going up to the 
mule, bound her legs wi^ the cord, then threw her and cut her 
throat; after which he skinned her and lopped otf her head and 
legs and she became a mere heap of flesh. Then said the Jew, 
open the mule's belly and enter it and I will sew it up on 
thee. There must thou abide awhile and whatsoever thou 
in htt belly, acquaint me therewith/ So janshah slit the mule's 
belly and crept into it, whereupon the merchant sewed it up on 

him and withdrew to a distance,"-And Shahrasad perceivEd 

the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

ii tnas: tfle JFibe l^unbrch anb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "the mcT' 
chant sewed up the mule's belly on Janshah and, withdrawing to 
a distance, hid himself in the skirts of the mountain. After a 
while a huge bird swooped down on the dead mule and snatching 
it up, flew up with it to the top of the mountain, where it set down 
the quarry and would have eaten it; but Janshah, feeling the bird 
begin to feed, slit the mule's belly and came forth. When the 
bird saw him, it took fright at him and flew right away; where¬ 
upon he stood up and looking right and left, saw nothing birt the 
carcasses of dead men. muramieci by the sun, and exclaimed. 
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‘There is co Majesty and there is no M^c save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great!’ Then he looked down the precipice and 
espied the merchant stmdfdg at the mountaia^foot, looking for 
him. As soon as the Jew caught sight of him he called out to 
him, Throw me down of the stones which arc about thee, that 
I may direct thee to a w-ay whereby thoti mayst descend.' So 
Jansliah threw him down some two hundred of the stones, which 
were all rubies,* chrysolites and Other gems of price; after which 
he called out to him, saying, 'Show me the way down and 1 will 
throw thee as many more.' But the Jew gathered up the stones 
and, binding them on the back of the mule, w^ent his way without 
answering a word and left Jansfaah alone on the mountain^op. 
When ti]£ Prince found himself deserted, he began to weep apd 
implore help of Heaven, and thus he abode three days; after 
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which he rose and fared on over die mouQtainous ground two 
moothV s|>ace, feeding upon hill<'herbs; and he ceaaed not fanng 
till he came to its skirts and espied afar oif a Wady full of fruitful 
trees and birds barmonious singing the praises of Allah, the One, 
the Victorious. At this sight He joyed with great joy and stayed 
not his steps till, after an hour or so, he came to a ravine in the 
rocks, through which the rain'torrents fell inio the valley. He 
made his way tbwn the deft till he rtmehed the Wady which he 
liad seen from the mountain-top and walked on therein, gazing 
right and left, nor ceased so doing until he came in si^t of a 
gicat castle, towering high in air. As he drew near the gates 
he saw an old man or comely aspect and face shining with Tight 
standing thereat with a staff of camdian in his hano, and going 
up to him, saluted him. The Shaykh returned his salam and 
bade him welcome, saying, "Sit down, O my son.* So he sat 
down at the door of the castle and the old man said ro him, 
‘How earnest thou to this land, untrodden by son of Adam 
before thee, and whither art thou bound?" When janshah 
heard his words he wept bitterly at the thought of all the hard¬ 
ships he had sutfered and bus tears choked bis speech. Quodi 
the Shaykh, "O my son, leave weeping; for indeed thou makest 
my heart ache^" So saying, he rose and set somewhat of food 
before him and said to him, ‘Eat.' He ate and praised Allah 
^^hnighty; after which the old man besought him saying, 'O 
my son, I would have thee tell me thy tak and acquaint me 
with thine adventures.' So Janshah related to him ail tliat had 
befallen him, from first to last, whereai: the Shaykh m arvelled 
with exceeding marvel. Then said the Prince, ‘Prithee inform 
me who is the lord of this valley and to whom doth tlris great 
castle belong?' Answered the old man, 'JCnow', O tny fion, 
this valley and all that is cherein and this castle with all it 
containcth belong to the lord Solomon, son of David (on both 
be peace!). As for me, my name is Shaykh Nasr,* King of the 
Birds; for thou must know that the lord Solomon committed 

this casde to ray charge,’ "-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased to say lier permitted say. 
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IZqjcn it UjojS tftc Jftbe ?5»[mlrrtb anK 


She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that Shaykh 
N^r piu^cd, *'"Thou must know that the brd Solomon com¬ 
mitted this castle to my charge and taught me the language of 
birds and made me rukr over all the fowls which be in the worldi 
wherefore each and eveiy come hither once in the twelvemonth, 
and I pass them in review: then they depart; and this is why 
I dwell here.’ When Janshah heard this, he wept sore and said 
to the Shaykh, ‘O my father, how shaii I <k) to get l^ck to my 
native land?' RepL’ed the old man, ‘Know, O my son, that 
thou art near to the mountain Kaf, and there is no departing 
for thsc from this pl^cc tiU the birds come^ when I wil] give thee 
in charge to oiie of them, and he will Isear thee to thy native 
country. Meanwhile tarty with me here and m and drink and 
divert thyself with viewing the apartments of this castle.' So 
Janshah abode with Shaykh Nasr, taking his pleasure in the 
'^^^dy and eating of its fruits and laughing and making merry 
with the old man, and kading a right joyous life till the day 
appointed for the birds to pay thdr annual visit to the Governor. 
ThcreuTOn the Shaykh said to him, ‘O Janshah, take the keys of 
the castle and solace ihysdf with exploring all its apartments and 
viewing whatever be therein, but as regards such a room, beware 
and again beware of opening its door; and if thou gainsay me 
and open it^and enter therethrough nevermore ahalt thou know 
fair fortune.' He repeated this charge again and again with mu(i 
instance: then he went forth to meet the birds, which came up, 
kind by kind, and kissed his hands. Such his case; but as 
regards Janshah. he went round about the castle, opening the 
various doors and viewing the apartments into which they ki 
tiU he came to the room which Shaykh Nasr had w-amed him 
not to open or enter. He looked at the door and its fashion 
nleased him, for it had on it a padlock of goH and he said to 
himsdf, TTiis room must be goodlier than ^ the others; would 
Heaven I wist what is within it, that Shaykh Kasr should forbid 
me to open its door! There is no help but that I enter and see 
what K in this apartment; for whatso is decreed unto the creature 
perforce he must fulfil' So he put out his hand and unlocked 
die door and entering, found himself before a great basin; and 
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hard by it stood a little pavilioii, builded all of gold and silver 
and crystal, with lattice'windows of jacinth. The ifoor was paved 
with green beryl and baJass rubies and emeralds and other Jewels, 
set in the groundwork mosaiC'fashion, and in the midmost of the 
pavilion was a jetting fountain in a golden t>asin, full of water 
and girt about with figures of beasts and birds, cunnii^y wrought 
of gold and silver and casting water from their mouths. When 
the aephyr blew on them, k entered their ears and therewith Ae 
figures sang out wi th birdlike song, each in its own tong^ue. Beside 
the fountain was a great open ^oon with a high dais whereon 
stood a vast throne of camelian, inlaid with pearls and Jewels, 
over which was spread a tent of green silk fifty cubits in width 
and embroidered with gems fit for seal-rings and purfled with 
precious metals. Withm this tent was a doset containing the 
carper of the lord Solomon (on whom be peace!); and the pavilion 
was compassed about with a vast garden full of fruit-trees and 
streams; while near the palace w-ere beds of roses and basil and 
e^antine and all manner sweet-smdling herbs and flowers. And 
the trees bore on the same bou^ fruits fresh and dry and tl^ 
branches swayed gracefully to the wooing of the wind. All this 
was in that one apartment and Janshah wondered thereat till he 
was weary of wondemient; and he set out to solace himself in the 
palace and the garden and to divert himself with the quaint and 
curious things they contained. And first looking at the basin 
he saw that the gravels of its bed were gems and jewels and 
noble metals; and many ether strange things were in that apart- 
-And Shahr^d perceived the dawn of day and ceased 


ment. 


saying her permitted say. 


BBfien it tuo^ (fit dfibe ii^nitbrtb anb ilintft 

She said. It hath readied me, O auspicious King, “that Janshah 
saw many srrange things and admirahle in that apartment. Then 
he entered the pavilion and mounting the throne, fdl asleep under 
die tent set up thereover. He slept for a time and, presently 
awa^g, w^ed forth and sat down on a stool before the door. 
As he sat, maTveHing at the goodUnesa of that place, there flew 
up from mid-sky thrw birds, in dove-foim but big as eaelcs, and 
lighted on the brink of the basin, where they sportetf awhile. 
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Then they put oS thdr feathers and became three maidem/ as 
they were moons, that had not their like in the whole world. They 
piun^d into the basin and swam about and diaported themselves 
and laughed, while Janshah inar\’clled at their beauty and lovdi' 
ness and the grace and symmetry of their shapes. Presently, they 
came up out of the water and began walking about and taking 
thdr sobce in the garden; and Janshah seeing them land was 
like to lose his wits. He rose and followed them, and when he 
overtook, them, he saluted them and they returned his sal am; 
after which quoth he, "Who are ye, O illustrious Princesses, and 
whence come ye?' RepUed the youngest damsd, 'We are from 
the invisible world of Almi^ty Alla h and we come hither to 
divert ourselves.' He marvelled at their beauty and said to the 
youngest, 'Have ruth on me and deign kindness to me and take 
pity on my case and on all that hath befallen me in my life.' 
Rejoined she, '’Leave this talk and wend thy ways'; whereat the 
tears streamed from his eyes, and be sighed hea\dy and repeated 
these couplets, 

'She dune out in the garden in garmmtB ah of green, * Wkh opm vest 
and colhm and flowing hair beeen; 

‘What Is [hr name?' I aoked her, and ehe replied, Ttn she * Who loastE die 
hearts of lovon oa coals of love and teen.' 

Of pasaioa and its anguish to her made oir moan;. * ‘Upon a rock,* ahe 
anst^'cred, 'thy plaints are wasted dean,' 

‘Even if thy lioit,’ I told her, 'be rock in very deed, * Yet hath God 
made fait water well from the rock, I ween.'* 

When the maidens heard his verses, they laughed and played and 
sang and made merry. Then he brought them somewhat of fruit, 
ana they ace and drank and slept with him till the morning, when 
they donned their feather'suits, and resuming dove shape flew off 
and went their way. But as he saw them disappearing from sight, 
his reason well'nigh fled with them, and he gave a great cry and 
fell down in a iainting fit and lay a'swfwoing aU that day. While 
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he was in this case Shaykb Nasr returned from the Pariiament of 
Fowls and soufiKc for Janshah, that he might send him with 
them to his native hind, but found him not and knew that he had 
entered the forbidden room. Kow he had already said to the birds, 
‘With me is a young man, a mere youth, whom destiny broui^t 
hither from a distant land; and I desire of you that ye take him 
up and carry him tu his own country,' And all answered, Wc 
hear and obey.' So he ceased not searching for Jan^iah till 
be came to the forbidden door and seeing it open be entered and 
found the Prince l^dng a^swexjn under a tree. He fetched scented 
waters and sprinkled them on his face, whereupon he revived and 
turned”—^And Shahratad perceived dawn of day and c eas ed 
ix> say her pennitted say. 


{Sfien it teat! the il^unhreb anb fE^tnth ^istlh 

She sajH It hath reached me, O auspicious King, drat “when 
Siaykh Nasr saw Janshah lying a-swoon under the tree he tstchtd 
him somewhat of scented waters and sprinkled them on his face. 
Thereupon he revived and turned right and left, but seeing 
none by bin save the Shaykh, sighed heavily and repeated these 
couplets, 

'Lilfp fullest toocm die diincs on happiest night, * Soft-aclcd fait, viith 
aleaidcr itape bedight. 

Her ej’e'habes charm the world with gramarye; • Her lip* remind of K»e and 
njby light 

Her jetty locks lualce upon her hips; * ^W^are, lovus, ware ye of 

that curl's despight! 

Yea, soft her am, but in ImTE ber heart * OutharucnE niiiC, surpasses 

syenite: . , 

And bows of eyebrows shower gbncey shafts * Despite the distance newer 

fail to araite. , , 

Then, ah, her beauty! all the fair it passes; * Nor any nval her who see 
the light-' 

When Shaykh Nasr heard these verses, he said, *0 my son, did 
I not warn thee not to open that door and enter that room. But 
now, O my son, tell me vrhat thou sawest therein and a^uamt 
me with all that betided thec.^ So Jartsliah ridatetl to hun ^ 
that had passed between huo and the three maidens, and Shaykh 
Nasr^ who sat listening in silence said, ^Know, O my son* that 
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these thrK maidens are of the daughters of the Jann and come 
hither every year for a day, to divert themselves and make merry 
until mid'Aftemoon, when they return to their own country/ 
Janshab asked, And where is their country?'; and the old man 
answered, ‘By Allah, O my son, I wot not;' presendy adding, 
‘but now take heart and put away this love from thee and come 
with me, that I may send thee to thine owti land with the birds/ 
When Janshah heakl this, he gax'C a great cry and fell down in a 
trance; and presently he came to him^f, and said, ‘O my father, 
indeed I care not to return to my native land; all 1 want is to 
forgather with these maidens and know, O my father, that! will 
never again name my people, though I die before thee,* Then he 
wept and cried, 'Enoujgh for me chat 1 look upon the face of her 
I love, although it be only once in the year!' And be sighed 
deeply and repeated these couplets, 

‘Would Hcavco the Pimitoin* $partd the fiiend at night • And would this 
love for man -were evw dight! 

Were not roy heart afire for love of you, • Teira ne'er had stained toy cheets 
nor doiuned my sight. 

By night and day, 1 bid nsy heart to bear * Its giie/s. whfle fires of love ray 
bod>' blighC-' 


Then he fell at Shaykh Nasr’s feet and kissed them and wept sore, 
^ing, ‘Have pity on me, so Allah take picy on thee and aid me 
in my strait so Allah aid thee!' RepL'ed the old man, 'By Allah, 
O my son, 1 know nothing of these maidens nor where may be 
their countrj'; but, O my son, if thy heart be indeed set on one of 
them, tarry with me till this time nett year for they will assuredly 
teappear; and, when the day of their coming draweth near, hide 
thyself under a tree in the ^rden. As soon as they have alighted 
and doffed their fcather'robes and plunged into the lake and arc 
swimming about at a distance from their clothes, aeiie the vest of 
her whom thy sotd de^ech. When they sec thee, they will come 
a'bunk and she, whose coat thou hast t^en, will accost thee and 
say to thee with the sweetest of speech and the most witching of 
smiles, 'Give me my dress, O my brother, that I may don it and 
veil my nakedness withal/ But if thou yield to her prayer and 


* Ari-b- ^Al-KJijiyj£J 1 1c it i synonym of in^ tbc ucirejt ipprotch. to oof 

^ been explain«i. In poetry k u %ure of the b^YeJ seen ^rhsa 
dreominB. 
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give her back the vest thou wilt never win thy wish: nayj she wiU 
don it and fly away to her folk and thou wilt nevennore see her 
again. Now when thou hast gained the vest, dap it under tliine 
armpit and hold it fast, dll 1 return from the Parliament of the 
Fowls, when 1 will make accord between thee and her and send 
thee back to thy native land, and the maiden with thee. And 

this, O tny son, is all I can do for thee;, nothing more.’ ”-^And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 

if ^unhtch anh Clcbtntb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that “'quoth 
Shaykh Nasr to Janshah, ’Hold fast the feathcT'Tobe of her thy 
soul desireth and give it not back to her dll 1 return from the 
Parliament of the Fowls. And this, O my son, is all 1 can do for 
thee, nothing more/ When Janshah heard this, his heart was 
solaced and he alx)de with Shaykh Nasr yet another year, 
coundng the days as they passed until the day of the coming of 
the birds. And when at last the appointed time arrived the old 
man said to him, 'Do as I enjoined thee and charged thee with 
the m aidens in the matter of the feather-dress, for I go to meet 
the birds;’ and Janshah replied, ’I hear and I o^y, O my 
father.’ Then the Shaykh departed whilst the Prince Tvalked 
bto the garden and hid himself under a tree, where none could 
see him. Here he ab^ a first day and a second and a third, but 
the maidens came not; whereat he was sore troubled and wept 
and sig hed from a heart hard tried; and he ceased not weeping 
and wailing till he fainted away. When be came to himseil, he 
M to looking now at the basin and now at the welkin, and anon 
at the earth and anon at the open country, whilst his heart 
grieved for stress of love-longing. As he was in this case, 
behold, the three doves appears in the firniamcnt, eaglensiied as 
before, and flew till they reached the garden and lighted down 
beside the basin. They turned right and left; but saw no one, 
man or Jann; so they doffed their feather-suits and became three 
maidens. Then they plunged into the basin and swam about, 
laughing and Erolicting; and all were mother-naked and fair as 
bars of virgin sil^'er. Quoth tire eldest, *0 my sister, I fear 
lest there be some one lying ambushed for us in the pavilion. 
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Answered the second, 'O sister, since the days of King Solomon, 
none hath entered the pavilion, be he man or jann;* and the 
youngest added, laughing, *By Allah, O ray sistere, if there be 
any hidden there, he w'tU assuredly take none hue me,' Then 
they continued sporting and Laughing and Jambah's heart kept 
fluttering for stress of passion: but he hid behind the tree so 
diat he saxv without being seen. Presently they swam out to the 
middle of the basin leaving their cbthes on the bank. Here¬ 
upon he sprang to his feet, and running like the darting kven to 
the basin's brink, snjitched up the feather-vest of the ^^ungest 
damsel, her on whom his heart was set and whose name was 
Sharasah the Sun'raaiden. At this the girls turned and seeing 
him, were affrighted and veiled their shame from him in the water. 
Then they swam near the shore and looking on his favour saw that 
he was bright faced as the moon on the night of fullness and 
asked him, ‘Who art thou and how earnest thou hither and 
why [last thou taken the clothes of the lady Sham^?'; and he 
answered, ‘Corae hither to me and 1 ivill tell you my tale.* 
Quoth Shamsah, *Wliat deed is this, and why h^t thou taken 
my clothes, rather than those of my sisters?' Quoth he, 'O 
light of mine eyes, come forth of the water, and 1 wdlj recount thee 
my case and acquaint dice why I chose thee out/ Quoth she, 
‘O my lord and coolth of my eyes and fruit of ray heart, give me 
my dothes, that 1 may put them on and cover my riakedness 
withal; then will I come forth to thee/ But he replied, *0 
Princess of beautiful oniK, how can I give thee back thy clothes 
and slay myself for love^loneing? Verily, I wiU not give them 
to thee, till Shaykh Nasr, the king of the birds, shall return/ 
Quoth she, ‘If thou wilt not give me my clodies withdraw a little 
apart from us, that my sisters may bnd and dress themselves and 
lend roe somewhat wherevvidiaJ bo cover my diarac.' ‘I hear 
and obey,* answered he, and walked away from them into the 
pavilion, whereupon the three Princesses came out and the two 
dJer, donning thdr dress, gave Shamsah somewhat thereof, not 
enough to fly withal, and she put it on and came forth of the 
water, and stood before him, as she were the rising full'moon or a 
browsing gazelle. Then Shamsah entered the pavihon, where 
Jan^ah was still sitting on the throne; so she saluted him and 
taking seat near him, said, ‘O fair of face, thou hast undone 
thyself and me: but tell us thy adventures that we may ken how 
it is with thee,* At these words he wept till he ditched his 
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dress with his tears; and when she saw that he was distracted 
for love of her, she rose and taking him by the hand, made him 
eit by her side and wiped away the drops with her sleeve; and said 
she, *0 fair of face, leave tliis weeping and tell us tliy tale/ So 
he related to her all that had befallen him and described to her all 

he had seen,”-And Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


it iBae tfjr ^ilic l^unbrcb nnb Ctaicifth 

She continued. It Imtb reached me, O aa<iptdou3 King, that “the 
lady Shamsah said to janshah, 'Tell us thy tale;' so he related 
to her all thit kid befallen him; and, after ^e had lent attentivTc 
ear she sighed and said, 'O my lord, since thou art so fondly in 
love with me, give me my dress, that I may Ey to my folk, I and 
my skiers, and tell them what aJlection thou hast conceived for 
me, and aifter I will come bads to thee and carry thee to thine 
own country/ When he heard this, lie wept sore and replied, 
Ts it lawful to thee before Allah to shy me wrongfully?' She 
asked, 'O my lord, why should I do such wrongous de^?'; and 
he answered, *If 1 give thee thy gear thou wilt fly away from 
me, and I die forthright/ Princess Shamsah laughed at 
this and so did hci' sisters: then said slie to him, 'Be of good 
cheer and keep thine eyes cool and clear, for I must needs marry 
th^/ So saying, she bent down to him and embraced him and 
piesaing him to her breast kissed him between the eyes and on 
his cheeks. TTicy dipped and clasped each other awhile, after 
which they drew apart and sat dovim on the throne. Then the 
ddest Princess went out into the garden and, plucking somewha!: 
of fruits and Qowers. brought them into the pavilion; and they ate 
and drank and laughed and spotted and made merry. Now 
Janshah was singular in beauty and loveliness and slender shape 
and symmetry and grace, and the Princess Shamsah said to him, 
‘O my beloved, by Allah, 1 love thee with eicceeding love and 
will never leave thee!' V^Taen he heard her words, his breast 
broadened and he laughed for joy till he showed his teeth; and 
they abode thus awhile in mirth and gladness and frolic. And 
when they w«re at the height of thdr plca-sune and joyance, 
behold, Shaykh Nasr returned from the Parliament of the Fowb 
and came in to them; whereupon they all rose to him and saluted 
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him aad ki^d his hands. He gav« them welcome and bade them 
be seated. So they sat down and he said to Princess Sh^tmah , 
‘Verily this youth loveth thee with exceeding love; Allah upon 
thee, deal kindly with him, for he is of the great ones of mankind 
and of the sons of the kings, and his father ruleth over the land of 
Kabul and his rdgn compasseth a mighty empire.* Quoth she, 'I 
hear and I ob^ thy benest'; and, kiss^ the Shaykh's han<^ 
stood before him in respect. Quoth he, ‘If thou say sooth, swear 
to me by Allah that thou wilt never betray him, what while thou 
abidest in the bonds of life.' So she swore a great oath that she 
would never betray Janshah, but would assuredly marry him, and 
added, ‘Know, O Shaykh Nasr, that I never will forsake him.' 
The Shaykh l^ieved in her oath and said to Janshah, ‘Thanks 
be to Allah, who bath made ycku arrive at this understanding!' 
Hereupon the Prince rejoiced with exceeding joy, and he and 
Sham^ abode three months with Shaykh Nasr, feasting and 
Doying and making merry,"——^And Shahraxad perceived the 
dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

CBhtn ft toag the ifitae Jj^nhrrli anh iZlbhfttnlh 

She said. It hath readied me, O auspicious King, that, “Janshah 
and the lady Shamsah abode three months with Shaykh Nasr, 
feasting and toying and making merry. And at the end of that 
time she said to janshah, 'I wish bo go with thee to thy mother" 
land, where thou shalt marry me and we will abide there.' To 
hear is to obey,’ answered he and tcok counsel with Shaykh Nasr, 
who said to him, 'Go thou home, I commend her to thy care.* 
Then said she, ‘O Shaykh Nasr, bid him render me my feather" 
suit,' So the Shaykh bade Janshah give it to her, and he went 
straightways into the pavihon and brought it out for her. There' 
upon she donned it and said to him, 'Mount my back and shut 
thine eyes and stop thine cars, so thou mayst not hear the roar of 
the revolving sphere; and keep fast hold of my feathers, lest thou 
fall off.’ He did as she bade him and, as she stretched her wings 
to lly, Shaykh Nasr said, ‘Wait a w'hilc tiU 1 describe to thee the 
land Kabul, lest you twain miss your way.* So she delayed till 
he had said his say and had bidden them farewell, commending 
the Prince to her care. She took leave of her sisters and bade 
them return to her folk and tell them what had befallen her with 
Janshah; then, rising into the air without stay or delay she flew 
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off, like che of die wind or the lamping leven. Her sisters 
also took flight and returning home delivered her message to their 
people. And she stayed not her course from the forenoon till the 
hour of nud-aftemorm prayer (janshah bdng still on her back), 
when she espied afar off a Wady abounding in trees and streams 
and she said to Jan^oh, am thinking to alight in this valley, 
that we may solace oursdves amongst its trees and herbage and 
here rest for the night.' Quoth he, “Do what seemeth meet to 
thee!' So she swooped down from the lift and alighted in the 
Wady, when Jansbah dismounted and kissing her Kcween the 
eyes,^ sat with her awhile on the bonk of a river there; then they 
rose and wandered about the valley, taking their pleasure therein 
and eating of the fruits of the trees, untd nightfall, when they 
lay down under a tree and slept dll the morning diawned. As 
soon as it was day, the Princes arose and, bidding Janshah mount, 
llew on with him till noon, when she perceiveo by the appear^ 
ance of the buildings which Shaykh Nasr had described to her, 
that they were nearing the city Kabul. So she swooped down from 
the welkin and alighted in a wide plain, a blooming champaign, 
wherein were gazelles straying and springs playing and rivers 
flowing and ripe fruits growing. So Janshah dismounted and 
kissed her between the eyes; and she ;^cd him, *0 my beloved 
and coolth of mine eyes, knowest thou how many days' journey 
we have come since yesterday?'; and he answered, 'No,' when 
she said, ‘Wc have come thiity months' journey,' Quoth he, 
'Praised be Allah for safety!' Then they sat down si^ by side 
and ate and drank and toyed and laughed. And whilst they were 
thus pleasantly engaged, behold, there came up to them two of the 
King's Mamelukes of those who had been of the Prince's oom-* 
pany; one of them was he w^hom be had left with the horses, wben 
he embarked in the fishing'boat and the other had been of his 
escort in the chase. As soon as they saw Janshah, both knew him 
and saluted him; then said they, 'With thy leave, we will go to 
thy sire and bear him the glad tidings of thy coming.' Replied 
the Prince, 'Go ye to my father and acquaint hini with my case, and 
fetch us tents, for we wifl tarry here seven days to rest ours^es 
tdl he make ready his retinue to meet us, that we may enter in 

stateliest state.' ”-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


^ Hit fkKS iK7t kiu her nuMJth beCAUK he intiemtA to mairy her, 
VOT- V. 
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liEUjcn it tfje S^un^reb anb ^ourteenttt 

She continued, It bath reached me, O auspidous King, that "Jan- 
shah said to the two Mamelukes, 'Go ye to my airs and acquaint 
him tvith my case and fetch us tents, for we will abide here seven 
days to rest ourselves, till he make ready his retinue to meet us, 
that we may enter in the stateliest state,' So the officers hastened 
back to King Teghmus and said to h^, ‘Good news, O King of 
the age!’ Asked he, ‘What good tidihgs bring yer my son 
Janslm come back?'; and they answered, *Yes, thy son jansbah 
hath returned from his strangerbood and is now near at hand in 
die Kir^ mead.' Now when the King heard this, be joyed with 
great joy and fdl down in a swoon for excess of gladness; then, 
coming to himself, he bade his Waxir give each of the Mamelukes 
a splectdid suit of honour and a sum of money. The minister 
replied, T hear and obey,' and forthright did his bidding and 
said CO them, 'Tzike this in turn for the good tidings ye bring, 
whether ye lie or say sooth.' They replied, ‘Indeed we be not, 
for but now we sat with him and diluted bim and kbssed his hands 
and he bade us fetch him tents, for that he v;ould sojourn in the 
meadow seven daj'S, till such time as the Waiirs and Emirs and 
Grandees should come out to meet him.' Quoth the King, 'How 
is it with my son?' and quoth they, ‘He hath with him a Houri, 
as he had brought her out of Paradise.' At this. King Teghmus 
bade beat the kettledrums and sound die trumpets for gladness, 
and despatched messengers to announce the good news to Jan' 
shah's mother and to the wivTs of the Emirs and Waia'rs and 
lords of the realm: so the criers spread themselves about the 
dty and acqinunted the people with the coming of Prince Janshah, 
Then the King made ready, and, serting out for the Kirani meadow 
with his horsemen and footmen, came upon janshah who was 
sitting at rest with the lady Shamsah beside him and. behold, ab 
suddenly drew in sight. The Prince rose to hia feet and walked 
forward to meet them; and the troops knew him and dismounted, 
to salute him and kiss his hands; after which he set out preceded 
by the men in single file till he came to his sire, who, at sight of 
his son threw himself from his horse's back and clasped him to bis 
bosom and wept Hooding tears of joy. Then they took horse again 
with the retinue riding to the right and left and fared forward tiU 
they came to the river-banks; when the troops alighted and pitched 
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their tents and pavilions and standajTls to the blare of trump and 
the piping of fife and the dub^^ub of drutn and totci'tom. 
Moreover the King bade the tent^pitchers set up a pavilion of red 
silk tor the Ptinoc^^ Shamsali, who put off scantj" raimenc of 
feathers for fine robes and, entering the pavilion, there cook Kat. 
And as she in her beauty, behold^ the King and his son Jaiv 
^hah came in to her, and whEm she saw Teghmus, she rose ami 
kissed ground before him. The King sat down and gating Jaiv 
jihah on his right hand and Princess Shamsah on his left, bade her 
weieome and ^id to his son^ T'ell ine all thac hath befallen thee 
in this thy long strangerhood.^ So janahah related to him the 
whole of his ach^encures from first to last, whereat he marv-^ed 
with exceeding marvel and tumirjg to the Princess* said, Laud bo 
Allah for that He hath caused thee to relate me with my mml 
Verily t^ is of His exceeding bountyP Shahrasad 

perceived the davm of day and ceased saying her pemutxcd say. 

it toas Jfilit 5&KnIrrcli mb JfiftettttJ) Misfit, 

She pursued. It hath reached me, O auspicious ^ng, that 
Teghmus said to the lady Shadsah, Laud to Altali for ® 
huth caused thee to reunite me with ray son' Verily this is of 
His exceeding bounty.* And now I would have ask of me 
what thou wflt, that I may do it in thine honour* Quoth she, i 
ask of thee that thou build me a pi^cc in the mid^ of a 
garden, with water running under it. And the King answered, 
'1 hear and obey.’ And behold, up came Janshahs mother 
attended by aU the wh-es of the Warirs and Emirs and nobles jmd 
city notables When her son had sight of her, he rose and lea^g 
the tent, went forth to meet her and they embrac^ a long wMe, 
whilst the Queen wept for excess of joy and with tears mcklmg 
from her eyes repeated the following verses, 

*Jojf» o'ereoEnrth me, for stress of )oy * In that wiiich gkddcneth me I fain 

tears:— - * r 

Tcara anf become your nature, O my eyes, * Who w«p for joyaiM* at for 

griefs and feaiiSv 

And they coiupl'ikicd to each other of all their hearts had suff 
from the long separation. Thai the King deported to his pa^aUon 


^ h ihmill he estcUmet (Konm ssrrli . 160 
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and Janshah carried his mother to his own tent, where they sat 
talking tiD there came up some of the lady Shan^h's attendants 
who said, *Tlic Princess is now walking hither in order to salute 
thee.' When the Queen heard this, she rose and going to meet 
Shamsah, saluted her and seated her awhile hy her side, Presently 
the Queen and her retinue of noble women, the spouses of the 
Emirs and Gnmdees, returned with Princess Shamsah to the tent 
occupied by her daughter-in'law and sat there. Meanwhile, King 
Teghmus gave great Ia:^esse to his levies and lieges and rejoiced 
m his son with exceeding joy, and they tarried there ten days, 
feasting and merry-making and living a most joyous life. At the 
end of this time, the King aimmanded a march and they all 
returned to the capital, so he took horse surrounded by all the 
troops with the Warirs and Chamberlains to his right and left: 
nor ceased they faring till they entered the dty, w-hich was deco- 
rated after the goodliest fashion- for the folk had adorned the 
houses with precious stuffs and jewellery and spread costly bro¬ 
cades under the hoofs of the horses. The drums beat for glad 
tidings and the Grandees of the kingdom rejoiced and brought 
rich gifts and the lookers on were ^cd with amazement. Fur¬ 
thermore, they fed the mendicants and Fakirs and held high 
fe^vai for the space of ten clays, and the lady Shamsah joyed 
with exceeding joy wbenas she saw this. Then King Te^unus 
summoned architects and builders and men of art and bade them 
build a palace in chat garden. So they straightway proceeded to 
do his bidding; and, when Janshah knew of his sire's command, 
he caused the artificers to fetch a block of w'hfte marble and carve 
it and hollow it in the semblance of a chest; which being done, 
he took the feather-^'cst of Princess Shamsali wherewith she had 
flown with him through the air; then, scaling the cover with 
melted lead, he ordered them to bury the l»x in the foundations 
and build over it the arches whereon the palace w-as to rest. Tliey 
did as he bade them, nor was it long before the palace was finished; 
then they furnished it and it was a magnificent edifice, standing 
in the midst of the garden, w-ith streams flowing under its walls.^ 
Uiwn this the King caused Janshah's wedding to he celebrated 
with the greatest splendour and they brought the bride to the 


‘ The plirw b fo|f«ue Ufcd w d«ib« PmdU*. *nJ D«d«u» j* « /(mJlLu ip^iniai 
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in state procession and went their ways, the l^y 

entered, she smek the scent of her feather-gear -^And 

Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per- 
mitted say. 


mijen £l tuas tfte jTitit 3&tinhrfl) anh i&ixteentfj iiistr** 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that ’when 
lady Shamsah entered the new palace, she smelt the ^t of her 
flying feathcr^dr and knew whete it was amd ■cfeternuDfid to take 
it. So she waited rMI midnight, when Janshah was drowned in 
sleep: then she rose and going straight to the place where the 
tnarble'Coffer was buried under the arches she hollowed the ground 
alongside till she came upon it; when she removed the lead where- 
with it was soldered and, taking out the feather-suit, put it on. 
Then she flew high in ait and perching on the pinnacle of the 
palace, cried out to those who were therein, saying, I pray 
fetch me Janshah, that I may bid him farew'ell.' So th^ told 
him and he came out and, seeing her on the teiracC'iwr of the 
palace, clad in her feather-raiment, asked her, ' why h^ thou 
done this deed?'; and she answered *0 my beloved and coolth 
of mine eyes and fruit of my heart, by Allah, I love thee pas^ 
drar and 1 rejoice with ciceeding joy in that I ha« resto^ thee 
to thy friends and country and thou hast seen thy mother and 
father. And now. if thou love me as I love dic^ come to me ^ 
Takm', the Castle of Jewels/ So saying, flew a^y forth' 
right to find her family and friends, and Jamhah fell do^ 
fainting, being well'nigh dead for despair- they earned 
news to King Teghmus, who mounted at once and riding to the 
palace, found his son lying senseless on the grou^; whereat he 
wept knowing that the swoon was caused by the loss of his ove, 
and sprinkled rosewater on his face.* "ft^en the Pnnee came 
to and saw his sire sitting at his head, he wept at toe 

thought of losing his wife and the King asked what W ^fallen 
him So he repUed, ‘Know. O my fatha-, Aat the lady Shams^ 
is of the daughters of the Jann and she hath done such and such 


I tc m»y be oMcd thiir fo«-water U qmtthW w tlw 
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(idling him all that had happened); and the King said, 'O my 
son, be not troubled and thus concemedi, for I wui assemble all 
the merchants and wayfarers in the land and enquire of them 
anent that castle. If we can find out where it is, we will journey 
thither and demand the Princess Shamsah of her people; and we 
hope in AUah the Almighty chat He will givie her back to thee 
and thou shalt consummate thy marriage.* Then he went out 
and, calling his four Warits without stay or delay, bade them 
assemble afl the merchants and voyagers in the city and question 
them of Takni, the Casde of Jewels, adding, 'W^so knoweth it 
and can guide us thither, 1 will surely give him hfty thousand 
gold pieces.’ The Wasirs accordingly went forth at once and 
did as the King bade them, but neither trader nor traveller 
could give them news of Takni, the Casde of Jewels; eo they 
returned and told the King. Thereupon he bade bring beautiful 
slave-girls and concubines and singers and pbyers upon jnstrU' 
merits of music, whose like are not found but with the Kings; 
and sent them to Janshah, so haply they might divert him from 
the Jove of the lady Shamsah. Moreover, he despatched couriers 
and spies to all the lands and islands and dimes, to enquire for 
Takni, the Casde of Jewels, and they oiade quest for it two 
months bng, but none could give them news thereof. So they 
returned and told the King, whereupon be wept bitter tears 
and going in to his son found Jansh^ sitting amidst the con' 
cubines and singers and players on harp and sither and so forth, 
not one of whom could console him for die lady Shams^. Quoth 
Teghmus, 'O my son, I can find none who knoweth this Castle 
of Jewels; but I will bring thee a fairer than she.’ When 
Janihah heard this, his eyes ran over with tears and he recited 
these two couplets, 

Tatience hath fled, but passiaii fareth not; • And all my franur with pine 
id fever-hot: 

Whm will the dai-i my lot with Shinuah join? • Lo, ill my bones with 
jiaiaian'Jowe go rotr 

Now there was a deadly feud between King Teghmus and a 
certain King of Hind, by name Kafid, who had great plenty of 
troops and warriors and champions; and under bis hand were 
a thous^d puissant chieftains, each ruling over a thousand tribes 
w^rcof ev'ery one could muster four thousand cavaliers. He 
reigned over a thousand cities each guarded by a thousand forts 
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and he had four Wa^irs and under him ruled Emirs, Princes and 
Sovereigns; and indeed he n-as a King of great t^hc and 
prowess whose armies filled the whole earth. Now’ King Teghmus 
nad madia war upon him and ravaged his reign and sl^ his men 
and of his treasures had made gain. But when it came lo King 
Kafid's knowledge that King Teghmus was occupied w’ith the 
love of his son, so that he neglected the affaits of the state and 
his troops were grown few and weak by reason of his care and 
concern for his son's state, he summoned his Wacirs and Emirs 
and said to them, ‘Ye all know that whilom King Teghmus 
invaded our dominions and plundered our pwjssessions and slew 
my father and brethren, nor indeed is there one of you, but he 
hath harried his lands and carried off his goods and made prise 
of his wives and shin some kinsmen of his. Now I have heard 
rhi-ti day that he is absorbed in the love of his son Janshah, and 
tha t his troops are grown few and weak: and this is the time 
to take our blctodTevenge on him. So make n^ady for the raareh 
and don ye your harness of battle; and let nothing stay or delay 
you, and we will go to him and fall upon him and slay him and 

his son, and possess ourselves of his reign/ ”-^And Shahratad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


IZHjeti if teas Ific Jfitie J^nhcch anb l&ctjcittMntJ) 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that 
“Kafid, King of Hind, commanded his troops and armies to mount 
and make for the dominions of King Teghmus, saymg, ’Get ye 
ready for the march and dim ye your muness of war; and iec 
nothing stay or delay you; so we will go to him and fall upon 
Kira and slay him and his son and possess ourselves of his reign/ 
They all answered with one voice, sajing. We hear and obey, 
and fell at once to equipping themselves and levying troops; 
and they ceased not tneir preparations for three months and, 
when all was in readiness, they beat the drums and sounded the 
trumps and flew the flags and banners: then King Kafid set out 
at the head of his host and they fared on till they reached the 
frontiers of the land of Kabul, the dominions of King Teghmus, 
where they began to harry the land and do havoc among the folk, 
slaughtering the old and taking the young prisoners. When the 
nevi-s reached King Teghmus, he was wrodi with exceeding wrath 
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pjcl assembLng his Grandees and officers of state, said to chein, 
'Know that Kafid hath come to our land and hath entered the 
realm we comnuind and is resolved to fight us hand to hand; and 
he Icadeth troops and champions and warnors, whose numEser 
none knowcch save Allah Almighty; what deme deem ye?' 
Repb’ed thcjf, ‘O King of the agc^ let us go out to him and give 
hm battle and drh’e him forth of our country; and thus deem 
we.' So he bade them prepare for battle and bought forth to 
them hauberks and cuirasses and helmets and swords and all 
manner of warlike gear, such as lay low warriors and do to dt»T>rb 
the champions of mankind. So the troops and braves and 
champions flocked together and they set up the standards and 
beat the drums and sounded the trumpets and clashed the 
cymhab and piped on the pipes; and King Teghmus marched 
out at the head of his army, to meet the hosts of Hind. And 
when he drew near the foe. he called a halt, and encamoing with 
his host in the Zahrdn Valley,' hard by the frontier of ^bul des' 
patched to King Kafd by messenger the following letter: 'Know 
that w'hac thou hast done is of the doings of the villain rabble and 
wert thou indeed a King, the son of a King, thou hadst not done 
thus, nor hadst thou invaded my kingdom and shun my subjects 
and plundered their property and wrought unright upon them. 
Knowest thou not that all this is the fashion of a t>^t? 
Verily, had I known that thou durst hany my dominions, I had 
come to thee before thy coming and had prevented thee this long 
while since. Yet, even now, if thou wilt retire and leave mischief 
between us and thee, well and good; but if thou return not, meet 
me in the listed field and measure thyself with me in cut and 
thnist * Lastly he scaled his letter and committed to an ofiScer 
of his army and sent with Iiim spies to spy him out news. The 
messenger fared forth with the missive and, drawing near the 
enemy’s camp, he descried a multitude of tents of silk and satin, with 
pennons of blue sendal, and amongst them a great pavilion of red 
sarin, surrounded by a host of guards. He ceased not to advance 
till he made this tent and found cm asking that it was that of 
King Kafid, whom he saw seated on a chair set with jewels, in the 
midst of his WazifS and Emirs aiid Grandees, So fit; brought out 
the letter and straightway there came up to him a company of 
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guards, who took it from him and carried It to the King; and 
Kahd read it and wrote a rcpl^ to this purport: 'After the usual 
invocations, We let King Teghmus know that we mean to take 
our blood^revenge on thee and wash out our stain and waste thj^ 
reign and rend the curtain in twain and slay the old men and 
enslave the young men. But to-morrow, come thou forth to 
combat in the open plain, and to show thee thrust and iight will 
1 ddgn/ Then he sealed the letter and delivered it to the 

messenger, who carried it to King Teghmus"^-^And Shahtazad 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted eay. 

iGljen It the ^nhrth anb ,^igtt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that “King Ka£d 
delivered the answering letter to the messenger who carri^ it to 
King Tegbmus and delivered it, after kissing the ground betwcsen 
bs hands. Then he reported all that he had seen, saying, ‘O King 
of the age, I espied warriors and horsemen and footmen beyond 
count nor can I assise thee to the: amount/ When Teghmus read 
the reply and comprehended its contents, he was with mrimis rage 
enraged and bade his Wazir Ayn Zar take horse and fall uptm the 
army of Kafid with a thousand cavaliers, in the middle watch of 
the night when they would easily ride home and slay all before 
them. Ayn Zar replied, ‘I hear and I obey,' and at once wmc 
forth to do his bidding. Now King KaJSdhada Waiir, Ghatrafan’ 
by name, whom he bade take fi\'e thousand horse and attack the 
host of King Teghmus in like manner. So Ghatrafan did his bid¬ 
ding and set out on his enterprise marching till midnight, Thus 
the two parties met halfway and the Warir Ghatrafan fell upon 
the Warir Ayn Zar, Then man cried out against man and there 
befel sore battle between them till break of day, when Kafid's 
men were routed and fled back to their King in confusion. As 
Kaiid saw this, he was wroth beyond measure and said to the 
fugitives, 'Woe to you! ^i^^t hath befallen you, that ye have 
lost your captains?' and they replied, 'O King of the age, as the 
Waair Ghatrafan rode forth to fall upon King Teghmus, there 
appeared to us halfway and when night was bait over, the Waair 
Ayn Zar, with cavaliers and champions, and we met on the slopes 
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of Wady Zaliran; but ere we were ware we found ourselves ia the 
enemy’s midstf eye meeting eye; and we fought a fierce fight with 
them from midnight till mornings many on either side being slain. 
Then the Watir and his men fell to shouting and smiting the 
elephants on the face till they took fright at their furious blows, 
and turning tail to flee, trampled down the horsemen, whilst none 
could see other for the clouds of dust. The blood ran like a rain' 
torrent and had we not fled, we liad all been cut ofi to the last 
man.’ King Kafid heard this, he exclaimed, 'May the 

sun not bless you and may he be wroth with you and sore be his 
wrath!’ Meanwhile Ayn Zar, the Warir, returned to Ki^ 
Teghmus and told Kim what had happened. The King gave him 
joy of his sa.fcty and rejoiced gready and bade beat the drums and 
sound the trumpets, in honour of the victory; after which he called 
the roll of his troops and behold, tw'o hundred erf his stoutest 
champions had fallen- Then King Kafid marched Iris aimy into 
the field and drew them out ordmied for battle in fifteen lines of 
ten thousand horse each, under the command of three hundred 
captains, mounted on elephants and choami from amongst the 
doughtiest of his warriors and his champions. So he ^ up his 
standards and banners and beat the drums and blew the trumpets 
whilst the braves aalUcd forth, offering battle. As for King 
Teghmus, he drew out his troops line after line and lo! there 
were ten of ten thousand horse each, and with him were an 
hundred champions, riding on his right hand and on his left. 
Then fared forward to the fight each renowned kmght, and the 
hosts clashed together in their might, whilst the earth for all its 
wideness was straitened because of the multitude of the ca\'aliers 
and ears were deafened by drums and cymbals beating and pipra 
and hautboys sounding and trumpets blaring and by the thunder 
of horse-tramp and the shouting of men. The dust arched in 
canopy over their heads and they fought a sore fight from the 
first of the day tiU the fall of darkness, w^hEHi they separated and 

each array drew off to its own camp.”-And Shahrazad per" 

edved the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 


IBljrn (t teati dje jfibr S^mftreli anb iJinfiecnif) iligfjh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat “each army 
drew off to its own camp. Then King Kafid called the roll of hb 
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troop$ and» finding that he had lost five thousand men, raged 
with great rage; and King Teghmus nitisccred his men and fcdng 
that of them were slain three thousand ridere, the bravest of his 
braves, was wroth with exceeding wrath. On the morrow King 
i6ifid again pushed into the plain and did duty as before, while 
each man fftia\'e his best to snatich victory' for himself; and Kafid 
cried out to his men, ^ying, ‘Is there any of you will sally forth 
into the field and open us the chapter of fray and fight?' And 
behold ra»n«> out from the ranks a warrior named Barkayk, a 
mighty roan of war w'ho, when he reached the King, alighted from 
bis elephant and kissing the earth before him, sought of him leave 
to challenge the foe to combat singular. Then he mounted his 
elephant and driving into roid'fiel^ cried out, ^Vho is for 
duello, who is for derring-do, w'ho is for knightly <^'oir?’ When 
King Teghmus heard tins, he said to troops, ‘Which of you 
will do single battle with this sworder?’ And behold, a cavalier 
came out from the ranks, mounts on a charger, mighty of make, 
and drix'ing up to the King kissed the earth before hiin and craved 
his permission to engage Barkayk. Then he mounted again and 
charged at Barkayk, who said to him, ‘^A^ho art diou and what art 
thou called, that thou makest mock of me by coining out against 
me and challenging me, alone?' 'My name is Ghaaanfar’ son of 
Kamkhil,' replied the Kabul champion; and the other, *I have 
heard tell of thee in my own country; so up and do battle between 
the ranks of the braves!' Hearing these words Ghaianfar drew 
a mace of iron from under his thigh and Barkayk took his good 
sword in hand, and they laid on load till Barkayk smote Ghaianfar 
on the head with his blade, but the morion turned the blow and 
no hurt befel hint therefrom; whereupon Ghaianfar, in his turn, 
dealt Barkayk so terrible a stroke on the head with his mace, dwt 
he levelled him down to his elephant s back and slew him. \Vith 
thi^ out sallied another and crying to Ghazoniar, Who be thou 
that chou shouiclst slay my broth^r?^; huri^d a javdin. at him with 
such force that k pierced his thigh and nailed his coat of to 
his Then Ghazai\far» feeling his hurt, hent his sword in h^d 
and smote at Barkayk^s brother and cut him in sunder^ and he leU 
to the earth wallowing in his life-blood; whdst the challertger of 
Kabul galloped back to King Teghmus. Now when Kabd 
the death of his chninpions, he cried out to his trtx>p5, saying. 


* LL&fi^ Spp fif {?). 





364 


Alt' Latuui wa Latuii. 


'Down with jrou co the pbin and strike with might and mainr 
as also did King Teghmus, and the two armies fought the Seroest 
of fghtSn Horse neighed against horse and man cried out upon 
man and brands were bai^, whilst the drums beat and the 
trumpets blared; and horseman charged upon horseman and 
ex'ery brave of renown pushed forward whilst the faint-heart 
fled from the lunge of larux and men h^rd nought but slogan- 
and the clash and dang of armoury, Slain were the war- 
riors that were slain* * and they stayed not from the mellay till 
the decline of the sun in the heavenly dome^ when the Kings 
drew off their armies and returned each to its own ram p,* 
Then Kirig Teghmtis took tally of his men and found that he 
had lost five thousand, and four standards bad been broken to 
bits, whereat he was sore an-angered; wh^ King l^d in tike 
manner counted his troops and found that he had lost six 
hundred, the bravest of his braves, and nine standards were 
wanting to the full tale. The two armies ceased joining battle 
and rested on their arms three days' space, after which Ka£d 
wrote a letter and sent it by messenger to a King called Fakun 
al-Kalh (with whom he claimed kinship by the spindle side); 
and this kinsman forthwith mustered his men and rnarc hed to 

meet the King of Hind,"-^And Shahraxad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Obeti It bias the ©unbrelr anb tEtomtfeth .fitflljh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "King Fakun 
mu^cred 1^ men and marched to meet the King of Hind; and 
whileas King Teghmus was sitting at his pleasance, there came 
one in to him and said, 'I see from afar a cloud of dust spirdng 
high in ^ and overspreading the lift.' So he commanded a com¬ 
pany to fare fot^ and learn the meaning of this; and, crying, **To 
hc^ is to ob^, they salhed out and presently returned and said 
to him, O King, when we drew near the cloud of dust, the wind 
rent it and it lifted and showed seven standards and under each 
standard three thousand horse, making for King Kafid’s camp,’ 


* i.f. Mui 7 were diitii. 
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Then King Faktm joined himself to the King of Hind and 
saluting him, asked, 'How is it with thee, and w^t be this war 
in which thou warrcst?'; and Kahd answered, "Knowest thou 
not King Teglimus is my enemy and tiic murtherer of my 
father and brothers? Wherefore I am come forth to do battle 
with him and take my blood'wreak on him.' Quoth Fakun, 
The blessing of the sun be upon theef’; and the K^g of 
Hind carried King Fakun al^Kalb to his cent and rejoiced in 
him with exceeding joy. Such was the case of the two hostile 
Kings; but as regards King Janshah, he abode two months 
shut up in his palace, without seeing his father or allowiiig one 
of the d amyls in ^ service to come in to him; at the end of 
which time he grew troubled and restless and said to bis 
attendants, *What adeth my father that he cometh not to visit 
me?' They tdd him diat he had gone forth to do battle with 
King Ka£d, whereupon quoth Janshah, 'Bring me my steed, that 
I may go to my sire.' They replied, 'We hear and obey, and 
brought his horse; but he said in himself, 'I am taken up with 
the uought of myself and my kjve and 1 deem wrell to mount 
and ride for the city of the Jews, where haply Allah shall grant 
me the b^n to meet the merch^t who hired me for the ruby- 
business and may be he will tkal with me as he dealt before, 
for none knoweth whence good cometh.’ So he took with liim 
a thousand horse and set out, the folk saying, 'At last Janshah 
hath fared forth to join his father in the field, and to fight by 
his side;' and they stinted not pushing on till dusk, when they 
halt^ for the night in a vast meadow. As soon as he knew th^ 
all his men were asJeep, the Prince rese privily and girding his 
waist, mounted his horse and rode away intending to make 
Baghdad, b^ause he had heard from the Jews that a caravan 
came thence to their city once in every two years and he made 
up his mind to joumey thither with the nest cafilah. ^^Tlen his 
mpn awoke and missed the Prince and his horse, they mounted 
and sought him right and left but, finding no trace of him, re* 
joined his father and told him what his son had done; whereat 
he was wroth beyond measure and cast the crown from bis head, 
whilst the sparks were like to By from his mouth, and he said 
There is no Majesty and there is no Might but in Allah! Verily 
I have lo^ my son, and the enemy is still before me.' But his 
Waairs and vassals said to him, 'Patience, O King of the age! 
Patience bringeth weal in wake.' Meanwhile Janshah, parted 
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from his lo^'e^ and pained for his fadier, was in sore sorrow and 
dismay, with heart scared and eyes tear'blearvd and unable to 
sleep night or day. But when his father heard the loss his host 
had endured, be declined battle, and fled before King Ka£d; and, 
retiring to his city, do^ the gates and strengthened the walls. 
Ther^pon King Kab J I'oUowcd him and sat down befote the town, 
offering battle seven nights and eight days, after which he with* 
drew to his tents, to tend h^ wounded while the citizens defended 
themselves as they best could, fortifying the place and setting up 
mangonels and other engines on the walls. Such was the con- 
dition of the two Kings, and w^ar raged between them for a 

^cc of seven years,"-^Ar^d Sliahrarad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her pennitted say. 


iKbrn il tuiif t!jc Jfibe ^ttnhtch anh tTtDtntp-fttbt iHifftfl, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "Kings 
Teghmus and Kadd continued in this condition for seven years; 
but. as regards Jamhah, he rode through wild and wold and when- 
ever he came to a town be asked anent Tokni, the Castle of 
Jewels, but none knew of it and all answered, ‘Of a truth we 
never heard of such place, not even by name' At last he 
happened to enquire concerning the city of the Jews from a 
merchant who cold him that it was situate in the extreme Orient, 
adding. ‘A caravan will start this very month for the city of 
Miirakan in Hind; whither do thou accompany us and we wiU 
P*' ^ Khorasan and thence to the dty of Shima'un and 
Khwarazm, from which latter place the City of the Jews is distant 
a year and three months' journey.’ So Janshah waited till the 
^partiire of the cam van, when lie joined himself thereto and 
journeyed, rill he reached the dty of Mizra^ whence, after 
vainly asking for Taknf, the Castle of Jewels, he set out and 
enduring on the way great hardships and perils galore and the 
^creme of hunger imd thirst, he arrived at the town of Shima'un. 
Here he made enquiry for the City of the Jews, and they directed 
hp to ^e road thither. So he far^ forth and journey^ days and 
nights till he came to ^ pbee where he had given the apes the 
slip, and continued his journey thence to the river, on the opposite 
bank of which stood the City of the Jews. He sat down on the 
- hore and waited till the S^tbbath came round and the river dried 
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op by decree of Allah Almighcy, whm he crossed over to the 
opposite bank and, entering the city, betook himself to the house 
wherein he had lodged on his former journey. The Jew and his 
family saluted him and rejoiced in Ids return and, setting meat 
and drink before him, asked, 'Where hast thou been dudng thine 
absence?^ and he answened, ‘In the kingdom of Almighty 
AUah!* *^ He lay w'ith them that night and on the morrow he 
went out to solace himself with a walk about the city and 
presently heard a crier crying aloud and saying. *0 folk, who w'iU 
earn a ^ousand gold pieces and a fair sbvc'girl and do half a 
day’s work for us?’ So Janshah went up to him and said, T 
will do this work.’® Quoth the crier, ‘Follow me,’ and carrying 
him to the house of the Jew merchant, where he had been afore' 
time, said, *Thi 5 young mx'in will do thy need,' The merchant 
not recognising him gave him welcome and carried him into the 
Horim, where he set meat and drink before him, and he ate and 
drank. Then he bmught him the money and formally mode over 
to him the handsome slave-girl with whom he by th^ nigb.t. As 
soon as morning dawned, he took the dinars and the damsel and, 
committing them to his Jew host with whom he had lodged afore¬ 
time, returned to the merchant, who mounted and rode out with 
him, till they come to the foot of the tall and towering mountain, 
where the merchant, bringing out a knife and cords, said to 
Janshah, Throw the marc.’ & he threw' her and bound her four 
legs with the cords and sbughtered her and cut off her head and 
four limbs and slit her belly, as ordered by the Jew; whereupon 
quoth he. ‘Enter her belly, till I ^w it up on thee; and whatsO' 
ever rhou scest therein, tell me of it, for this ia the work whose 
wage thou hast taken.* So Janshah entered the mare's belly and 
the mciehant sewed it up on him; then, w'ithdrawing to a fair 
di^ance, hid himself. And after an hour a great bird sw’ooped 
down from the hb and, snatching up the carcass in his pounces 
soared ^gh toward the sky. Then he perched upon the mountain' 
peak and would have eaten the prey, but Janshah sensing his 
intent took out his knife and slit the mare’s belly and came forth. 
The bird was scared at his sight and flew away, and Janshah went 
up to a place whence he could see below, and looking down , 
espied the merchant standing at the foot of the mountain, as he 
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were a epairow. So he cried out to him, ‘What ts thy wiU, O 
merch^c? Replied the Jew, "Throw me down of the stones 
that lie about thee, that I may direct thee in the way down/ 
Quoth Janshah, Thou art he who didst with me thus and thus 
live years ago, and through thcc I sobered hunger and thirst and 
sore toil and much trouble; and now thou hast brought me hither 
once more and tl^est to destroy me. By Allah, I will not 
throw thee aught! So saying, he turned from him and set out 

for where Lved Shaykh Nasr, the King of the Birds."-And 

Shahratad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
permitted say. 


®trcn it tDoe the Jf iue J&uitbreh aiOi tCbJcntp-ffeepiiti 

She said, Jt hath reached me, O auspicious King, that "Janshah 
the way for where lived Shaykh Nasr, the King of the Birds. 
And he ceaised not fai^ on many days and nights, tearful'eyed 
and heavy'hearted; eating, when he was anhungered, of the growth 
of the ground and drinking, when he thirsted, of its streams, till he 
came in sight of the Castle of the lord Solomon and saw Shaykh 
Nasr siccing at the gate. So he hastened up to him and kissed 
his hands; and the Shaykh saluted him and bade him welcome 
and said to him, ‘O my son. w-hat aileth thee that thou retumest 
to this place, after I sent thee home with the Princess Sharasah, 
^5n>ad of breast?* Janshah wept and told him 
all ^t had befallen him and how she had flown away from him, 
aying, "An thou !o\'e me, come to me in Takni, the Castle of 
Jewels: at which the old man marvelled and said, 'By Allah, O 
my son, I know it not, nor, by the virtue of our lord Solomon, 
Jmve I CTer in my life heard its name!' Quoth Janshah. ‘What 
shall I do? I ^ dying of love and longing.’ Quoth Shaykh 
Nasr, Take patience untij the coming of the birds, when we wil! 
imqmre at them of Takni, the Castle of Jewels; haply one of them 
shall woY thereof * So Jans^’s heart was comforted and, enter¬ 
ing me Palace, he went straight to the chamber which gave upon 
L which he had seen the three maidens. After this 

he abode uith Shaykh Nasr for a while End, ofie day as he was 
sitting With him, th^ Shiykh saidi ‘O my son^ rejoice for the 
time of the birds' coming dmweeh nigh; Janshah gladdened to 
hear the nercs; and after a few days the bir^ began to cojxie and 
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Shaykh Nasr said to turn, *0 my son, learn thrae names* and 
address thyself with me to meet the birds,’ Presently, the fowls 
came ftying tm and saluted Shaykb Nasr, kind after kind, and he 
asked them ofTakni, the Castle of Jewels, bat they all made answer, 
*Ne\’cr heard we of such a place.’ At these words Janshah wept 
and lamented till he swooned away; whereupon Shaykh Nasr 
called a huge volatile and said to him, ‘Carry this youth to the land 
of Kabul,’ and describtid to him the country and the way thither. 
Then he set Jans^h on the bird’s back, saying, 'Be earful to sit 
straight and bevwe of leaning to either side, else thou wilt be 
tom to pieces in the air and stop chine ears from the wind, 
thou be dased by the noUe of the nevoKTng sphere and the roaring 
of the seas,’ janshah resolved to do his bidding and the bird took 
flight high in sky and flew with him a day and a night, Ull he set 
him down by die King of the Beasts, whose name was Shah Badri, 
and said to his rider, ' We have gone astray from the way directed 
by Shaykh Nasr.' And he would have taken him up again and 
flown on with him; but Janshah said, 'Go thy ways and l^vc me 
here; till I die on this spot or I find Takni, the Castle of Jewels, 
I will not return to my country*' So the fowl left him with Shah 
Badri, King of the Beasts and flew away. The King thereupon 
said to him, ‘O my son, who art thou and whence comest thou 
with yonder great bird?’ So Janshah told him his story from 
beginiiing to end, whereat Shdi Badri marvelled and said. By 
the virtue of the lord Solomon, I know not of this castle; but if 
any one of the beasts my subjects know it, we will reward him 
bountifully and send thee by him thither, Hereat Janshah wept 
bitterly but presently he took patience and abode with Shah 
Badri, and after a short time the King of the Beasts said to hm, 
*0 my son, take these tablets and commit to memory that whkdi 
is therein; and when the beasts come, we will question them of 

the Castle of Jewels.’"-And Shahiazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

Sfilien it the Jfibe IDunbech ahb 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that “the 
King of the Beasts said to Janshah, 'Commit to memory what is 
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in these tablets; and whoias the basts ccmc, we will ask them 
anent that castle.’ He did as the King bade him, and before 
tong, up came the beasts, kind after kind, and saluted Shah Badri, 
who questioned them of T aknt the Castle oj jewels; but they all 
replied, ‘Wc know not this castle, nor ever hard we of it.' At 
thjs Janshah wept and lamented lor that he had not gone w'ith the 
bird that brought him from Shaykh Nasr’s castle; but Shah Badri 
said to him, ‘Grie\*e not, O my sem, for 1 have a brother. King 
Shimakh bight, who is older than I; he was once a prisoner to 
King Solomon, for that he rebelled against him; nor is there 
among the jinn one elder than he and Shaykh Nasr. Belike he 
knoweth of this c^dc; at any rate he ruleth over alt die Jinn in 
this country side.’ So saying he set Janshah cm the back of a 
b^t and gave him a letter to his brother, commending him to 
his care. The beast set olf with the Pnnee forthwith and fared on 
days and nights, till it came to King ShimakhV abiding place. 
And when it caught sight of the I^g it stood still ^ar off; 
whereupon Janshah alighted and walked on, till he foundhimself 
in the presence. Then he kissed hands and presented his brother’s 
letter. The King read the missive and, having mastered the 
meaning, welcomed the Prince, saying. ‘By Allah, O my son. in 
all my bom days I never saw nor heard of this castic!' 

(as Janshah burst into tears), ‘but tell me diy story and who and 
whence thou art and whither thou art bound.' & Janshah related 
to him his history from beginning to end, at which Shimakh mar- 
veiled and smd. ‘O my son, I do not believe that even die lord 
Solomon ever saw this castle or heard thereof; But O my son,’ 1 
know a monk in the mountains, who is excetding old and whom 
all birds wd beasts and Jann obey; for he ceased not his conjura.- 
tions agmnst the Kings of the Jann, till tliey submitted themselves 
to him in their oum despite, by reason of the might of his oaths 
and his magic; and now all the birds and the Uasts are his scr- 
vants, 1 myself once rebelled against King Solomon and he sent 
against me tliis monk, the only being who could overcome me with 
his craft aud his conjurations and his gramarye; then he imprisoned 
me, and since riiat time I have been bis vassal. He hath tiavdbd 
in all countries and quarters and knoweth all ways and regions 
and pbces and castles and cities; nor do I think there is any 
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Xthct hidden from his ken. So needs must I send tha to him; 
haply be direct thee to the Castle of Jcwei^; Jf cannot 
do thi 5 , noTve can; for all things him^ birds ^d beasts an ^ 
the very motmtains and come at his beck and by reasoti o 
his skill in magic, Moreover, by the might of his egromancy he 
hath made a stall, in three pieces, and tlu-; be plantetli in thi, 
earth and conjureth over it; -whcicupon Hesh and blood issue from 
the first piece, sweet tmlk from the second and wh^ac and barky 
£:om the third; then he vvithdraweth rhe^scaff and retumetb to 
hb place which is hight the Hermitage of Diamonds, this 

magical monk is a cunning inventor and artificer ol all 
strange works; and he U a crafty warlt^ full ol gi^cs and wiles, 
an ajch'deoeiver of wondrous wickedness, who hath m;^re 
every kind of magic and witchcraft, n^e is Ya|lim^ Md 
to him I must needs send thee on the back of a big bird ^nth four 

wings,’ ’*-And Shahiaxad perceived the dawn of day md 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


IHfjtit il bias tfit dftbe ?&untirch anb Clurntp-touctt) iJfgtjt, 

She pursued, k hath reached me, O auspicious King, (hat‘'Shim- 
akh to Janshah, ‘I must needs sen J time to die monk Yaghmus 
on the back of a big bird with four wings, each measuring thirty 
Hashimi’ cubits in length; and it liath feet like those of 
phant, but it fiieth only rtvice a year,' And there ^ with Kong 
Shimakh an officer, by name Timshun, who used evt^ day to 
carry off two Bactrian^ canids from the land of Irak und them 
up for the bird that it might cat them. So King Shhnakh bade 
the fowl take up Janshah and bear him to the cell of the her^t 
Yaghmus; and it rose into the air and (kw on Jays and nights^ 
till it came to the Mountain of the Citadels and the Hcnnitage 01 
Diamonds; where Janshah alighted and going up to the henruta^, 
found Yaghmus the Monk at his devotions. So he enter^ the 
chapel and, kissing the ground stood respectfully before the hermit 
When Yaghmus saw him, he said, ‘Welcome, O my son, O parted 
from thy home and ganed ferfortb to roaml Tell me the cause 
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of thy coming hither.* So Janahiih. wepc and a.cquainted him 
with all that had befallen him from beginning to end and that 
he was in quest of the Castle of Jewels. The Monk marveUed 
greatly at his story and said, 'By Allah, O my son, never in my 
life heard 1 of this castle, nor ever saw 1 one who had heard of it 
or had seen it, for all I was alive in the days of Noah, Allah's 
Prophet (on whom be peace!),' and ! have ruled the birds and 
beasts and Jinn ever since his tinier nor do I believe that &]omon 
David'son himself knew of it. But wait till the birds and beasts 
and chiefs of the Jann come to do their homage to me and I will 
question them of it; peradventure, some one of them may be able 
to give us news of it and Allah Almighty shall make ^ things 
easy to thee.* So Janshah homed with the hermit, until the day 
of the assembly, when all the birds and basts and Jann came to 
swear fealty; and Yaghmus and his guest questioned them anent 
Takni, the Castle of jewels; but they all replied, ‘We never saw 
or heard of such a place.* At this, JanshELh fell a'we^ing and 
lamenting and humbled himself before tlie Most High; but, as 
he was thus eng^ed, behold, there flew down from the heights 
of air another bird, big of bulk and blade of blee, which had 
tarried behind the rest, and kissed the hermit's hands. Vaghmus 
asked it of Takni, the Castle of jewels, and it answered, saying, 
‘O Monk, when 1 and my brothers were small chicks we abode 
behind the Mountain Kaf on a hill of crystal, in the midst of a 
great desert; and our father and mother used to set out for it 
every morning and in the evening come back with our food. 
They went out early one day, and were absent from us a sc’nnight 
and hunger was sore upon us; but on the eighth day they re¬ 
turned, l»th weeping, and we asked them the reason of their 
absence. Quoth thej’: A Mand swooped down on us and carried 
us off in his claws to Takni, the Castle of Jewels, and brought us 
before King Shahlan, who would have slain us; hut we told him 
that we had left behind us a brood of fledgelings; so he spared 
our lives and let us go,* And were my parents yet in the bonds 
of life they would give thee news of the castle,’ When Janshah 
heard this, he wept bitter tears and said to the hermit, ‘Prithee 
bid the bird carry me to his father and mother’s nest on the 
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cryscai hill, behind the Mnunrain Kof/ So the hermit £3id« 
*0 bird, 1 desire thee to obey this youdi in whatsoever be may 
oommand thee." T hear and obey thy bidding,’ replied the fowl; 
and, taking Jansbah on its backi flew with liiin days and nights 
without ceasing till it set him down on the Hill of Crystal and 
there alighted. And having delayed there a resting while, it 
again set him on its back and flew off and ceased not flying for 
two whole days till it reached the spot where the nest was/’—;— 
And Shaliratad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying 
her permitted say. 


{Qtitn it tbt dfiht ^untirrb anh iltsAt, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that ‘'the fowl 
ceased not flying with Janshah two full days; rill it reached the 
spot where the nest was, and sec him down there and said, *0 
Janshah, this is where our nest was/ He wept sore and replied, 
‘I pray thte bear me farther on to where thy parents us^ to 
forage for food/ The bird consented; so it took him up again 
and flew on with him seven nights and eight days, till it sei ium 
down on the top of a high bill Karmus hight and left him there 
saying, '1 know of no land behind this hill.’ Then it flew away 
and Janshah sat down un the hill'top and fell asleep. ^Vhen he 
awoke, he saw a something gleaming afar ofl as it were lightnmg 
and l^ng die firmament with its flashings; and he wondered 
what thia sheen could be without wotting that it W'as the Castle 
he sought. So he descended the mountain and made towards 
the light, which came from Takni, the Castle of Jewels, distant 
two months' joumey from Karmus, the hill whereon he had alit, 
and its foundations were fashioned of red rubies and its buildings 
of yellow gold. Muieover, it had a thousand turrets buildcd of 
precious metals, and stones of price studded and set in the minerals 
Drought from the Main of Murks, and on this account it was 
named the Castle of Jewels, Taicni, It was a vast gn»t castle 
and the name of its king was King Shahlan, the father of the 
lady Shamsah and her sisters. Such was the case with Janshah; 
but as regards Princess Shamsah, when she fled from Janshah, 
she made straight for the Ca-stle of Jewels and told her father 
and mother all that had passed between the Prince and herself; 
how be had wandered the world and seen its marvels and wonders 
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and how fondlv he lovesj her and how dearly she loved him- 
Quoth they, 'Thou hast noi: dealt righteously with him, 23 Allah 
would have thee deal.' Moreover King Shahtan repeated the 
story to his guards and officers of the Marids of the Jinn and 
bade them bring Ihm every rooml they should sec. For the 
lady ShatDsah had said to her parents, 'janshah loveth me with 
passionate love and forsure he will follow me; for when flying 
from his father's roof 1 cried to him^ ‘An thou love me, 
me at Takni, the Castle of Jeweler Now when Janshah beheld 
that sheen and shine, he made straight for it wishing to find out 
wrhat it might be. And as chance would have it. Sham ah 
that very day despatched a Marid on an occasion in the direc' 
tion of the hill ICmnua, and 00 his way thither he rangtir qjgtir 
of a man, a morral; so he hastened up to him and saluted him. 
Janshah was territied at his right, but returned his salam, and 
the Marid asked, ‘What is thy name?’ and he answered, ‘My 
name is Janshah, and I have fallen madly in love w'ith a Jinniyah 
known as Princess Shamsah, who captivated me by her beauty 
and los’elmess: but despite my dear love she fied from the palace 
wherein I placed her and behold, ] am here in C|uest ot her.' 
Herewith he wept with bitter weeping. The Marid looked at 
him his lieart burned with pit>’ on hearing the saJ tale, and 
he said, ‘Weep not. for surely thou art come to thy desire. Know 
that she lovcm thee fondly and hath told her parents of thy love 
for her, and all in yonder castle love thee for her sake; so be of 
cheer and keep thine eyes cool of tear.' Then he took 
him on his shoulders and made off with him to the C^gf l r of 
Jewels, Tatni. Thereupon the bearers of fair tidings h:ici-m.>H 
to report his coming and when the news rcach^ Shamsah a nd 
father and mother, they all refoioed with exceeding joy, and 
King Shahlan took and rode out, commanding all his gnar^ 

and Ifrits and Marids honourably to meet the Prince.”-And 

Shahia:;ad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per¬ 
mitted say. 


raiicn ft Itta^ ttje dfttor 3&tinbtclr anb tTtotrttf-fiLxlb 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that “King 
Shahlan commanded all his guards and Ifrits and Marids to 
meet the Prince; and, as soon as he came up with him, he 
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dismount^ and embraced him, and Jansbah kissed his hand. 
Then Shahkn bade put on him a robe of honour of many'oolaured 
silk, laced with gold and set with jewels, and a <»rtmet such as 
man never saw, and, mounting him on a splendid mare of the 
steeds of the Khigs of the Jinn, took horse himself and, with an 
im rr»*ri^ retinue riding on the right hand and the left, brought 
him in great state to the Castle. Janshah marvelled at the splen' 
dour of this edifice, with its walls builded of rubies and other 
jewels and its pavement of ctystal and |asp^ and emerald, amd 
fell a-weeping at the memory of hh past miseries; but the King 
and Queen, Shamsah's mother, wnped away his tears and said, 
‘Now no itrote weeping and be of good cheer, for thou hast won 
to thy will/ Then Shahkn carried him into the inner court of 
the Cas^ where he was received by a multitude of heedful 
Harr fipk and pages and black Jinn-skves, who seated him in the 
place of honour and stood to da him service, whilst he was lost in 
amazement at the gootllinKs of the place, and its walls all edified 
of precious metals and Jewels of price. Presendy King Shahkn 
repaired to his hall of audience, where he sac down on hk throne 
and, bidding the skve-girk and the pages introduce the Prince, 
rose to receive him and seated him by his side on the throne. 
Then he ordered the tables to be spread and they ate and drank 
and washed their hands; after which in came the Queen Shamsah’s 
mother, and saluting Janshah, bade him welcome in these words, 
Thou hast come to thy desire after weariness and thine eyes shall 
now sleep after watching; so praised be Allah for thy safety!* 
Thus saying, she went away and forthwith returned with the PHn- 
cess Sbamsah, who saluted Janshah and kissed his hands, hanging 
her head in shame and confusion before him and her parents; mter 
which as many of her sisters as were in the palace came up to him 
and greeted him in like manner. Then quoth the Queen to him, 
‘Welrame, O my son, our daughter Shamsah hath indeed sinned 
against th^, but do thou pa^on her misdeed for our sakes/ 
When Janshah heard this, he cried out and fell down fainting, 
whereat the King marvelled and they sprinkled on hk face rose' 
water mingled with musk and dvet, till he came to himself and, 
looking at Princess Shamsah, said, ‘Praised be Allah who bath 
brought me to my desire and hath quenched the fire of my heart!' 
Replied she, 'May He preserve thee frcm d\e Fire!; but now tell 
me, O Janshah, what hath befallen thee since our parting and 
how thou madest thy way to this place; seeing that few even of 
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the Jann ever heard of Tatni, the CaatLe of Jewels; and we ai^ 
independent of all the Kings nor any wotteth the hither/ 
Thereupon he related to her every adventure and peril and hard' 
ship be Iwd suffered and how he had left !iis fath^ at war with 
King Kaffd, ending with these words, ‘And all for thy sake, my 
lady Shamsah!* Quoth the Oueen, ‘Now hast thou thy heart's 
desire, for the Princess is thy handmaid, and vve give her in free 
gift to thee/ Janshah joyed cxceedingiy at these words and the 
Queen added, ‘Next month, if it be the will of Atmi^ty Allah , we 
will have a brave wedding and celebrate the marriage festival and 
after the knot is tied we wiU send you both back to thy native 
land, with an escort of a thousand Maricb of our body-guard, die 
least of whom, an thou bid him slay King Ka£d and his folk, would 
surely destroy them to the last man in the twinkling of an eye. 
Furthermore if it please thee we will send thee, year after year, a 
company of which each and every can so do with ah thy Iocs/" 

-^And Shahrasad perceived the (lava’ll of day and ceas^ saying 

her permitted say. 


fflhen it tijt dftbe 3&unbreb aiih UTtPCtilp-seUcotlj 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that “the 
lady Shamsah's mother ended with saying, ‘And if it 30 please thee 
we will send thee, year aftier year, a company of which each and 
evciy can destroy thy fo^ to the last man.* Then King Shahlan 
sat down on his throne and, summoning his Grandees and OfEceis 
of state, bade them make ready for marriage-festivities and 
decorate the dry seven days and nights. ‘We hear and we obey,' 
miswerecl they and busied themselves two months in the prepaia- 
tions, after which they celebrated the marriage of the Prince and 
Princess and hdii a mighty festival, never vras there its like. Then 
they brought Janshah in to his bride and he ab^e with her in all 
solace of life and delight for two years, at the end of which ti in e 
he said to her. Thy father promised to send us to my native land, 
that we might pass one year there and the ne^t here.' Answered 
she, I hear and obey, and going in to King Shahlan at ni ghtfall 
told him w’hat the Prince had said. Quoth he, ‘I consent; but 
have patience with me till the fiiYt of the month, that I may make 
ready for your departure,' She repeated words to her hus- 
band and they waited till the appointed time, when the King bade 
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his Martds bring out to them a great litter of red gdd, set with 
pearh and jewels and covered with a canopy of green ail!i, purfli^ 
in a profusion of colours and embroidered with predous stones, 
dazziing with its gpodliness the eyo of every beholder. He chose 
out four of his Mands to carry the litter m whichever of the four 
quarters the riders might choose. Moreover, he gave hia daughter 
three hundred beautiful to wait upon net and bestowed 

on Janshah | fke niunher of white slaves of the sons of the jinn. 
Then the bdy Sthamsah took formal lea%'e of her mother and 
sisters and all her kith and kin; and her father fared forth with 
chan. So the four Marids took, up the litter, each by one comer, 
and rising under it like birds in air, flew onward with it be- 
tween earth and heaven till mid'day, 'when the King bade them set 
it down and all alighted. Then they took leave of one another and 
King ShabLm commended Shamsah to the Prince's care, and 
giving them in charge to the Markls, returned to the Castk of 
Jewels, whilst the Prince and Princess remounted the litter, and 
the Marids caking it up, flew on for ten whole days, in each of 
which tiiey accomplished thirty months'' journey, till they sighcKl 
the capital of King Teghmus. Now one of them knew the land 
of Kabul; so when he saw the dty, he bade the others let down 

the litter at that populous place which was the capital.’'-^And 

Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per-* 
micted say. 


Klbtii il jTibe Smnttrcb anb 

She said. It badi reached me, O auspicious King, that “the Martd' 
guards let down the litter at tlic capital of King Teghraus who 
had been routed and had fled from his foes into the dty, where he 
was in sore straits, King Kaiid having laid dose siege to him. He 
sought to save himself by making peace with the King of Hind, 
but his enemy would give him no quarter; eo seeing himself with" 
out resource or means of relief, he determined to strangle himself 
and to die and he at rest fnim this trouble and misery. Accord' 
rngly he bade his Waiiirs and Emirs farewell and entered his house 
to t^e leave of his Harim; and the whole realm was full of weep- 
jng and wafling and lamentation and woe. And whilst this rout and 
hurly'burly was enacting, behold, the Marids descended with the 
litter upon the palace that was in the citadel, and Janshah bade 
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chem sec it down in the midst of the Divan, They did his bidding 
and he a^hted with his company of handmaids and Mameluke; 
and, seeing oil the folk of che dty in straits and deflation and 
sore distress, said to the Princess, ‘O love of my heart and coolth 
of mine eyes, look in what a piteous plight is my siref There' 
upon she bade the Mand'gua^ fail upon the bt^guering host 
and sky them, saying, *k 51 ye all, even to the last jnaa;’ and 
Janshah command^ one of them, by name Karatash,’ who was 
exceeding strong and valiant, to bring King Kafid to him in 
chains. So they set down the liner and covered it with the 
canopy; then, having waited till midnight, they attacked the 
enemy's camp one of them being a match for ten; or at least for 
eight. And while these smote the foes with iron mace$, those 
mounted their magical elephants and soared high in the Ufe, an d 
then swooping down and snatching up their opponents, care them 
to pieces in mid air. But Karatash made straight for Kafid's 
tent where he found him lying in a couch: so he took 
shrieking for fear, and flew with him to Janshah, who bade the 
four M^ds bind him on the Utter and h^g him high in the air 
over his camp, that he might witness the Slighter of his men. 
They did as the Prince commanded them and left Kaiid, who 
had swooned for fear, hanging betw^n earth and air and j^ffet- 
ing bis face for grief. As for King Tcghmus, when he saw his 
son, he vrcll'nigh died for excess ot joy and, crying with a loud 
cry, fell down in a swoon. They spiiokled rose'water on his 
face, till he came to himself, when he and his son gmhr a cpd afiil 
wept with sore weeping; for he knew not that the Jmn'guard 
were battling with King Kafid s men. Then Princess Shamsah 
accosted the King and kissing his hand, said to him, 'Sire, be 
pleased to go up with me co the palace'roof and witness the 
slaughter of thy foes by my fathers Marids,' & he went Up 
to the tcrrace-roof and sitting down there with his daughter-in' 
law, enjoyed watching the hdands do havoc among the besi^CTS 
and break a way through the length and breadth of them. For 
one of them smote wdth his iron mace upon the elephants and 
thw riders and pounded them till man was not to be distin' 
guished from beast; whilst another shouted in the faces of those 
who Hed, So that they fell down dead; and the third caught up 
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a scoie of Iijorsemen, beasts and all; and, towering with them 
high in air, cast them down on earth, so that they were tom in 
pieces. And this was high enjoyment for Janshah and his father 

and the lady Shamsah.”-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased aaying her permitted say. 


n^en it bias the iTibe iftuitbreh anh !Eb)entp>nintti 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that “'King 
Teghmus and his son and daughter'in'Iaw went up to the terrace' 
rtxif and enjoyed a prospect of the Jinn-guards battling with the 
beleaguering host. And King Ka£d (still hanging betw^ heaven 
and earth) also saw the slaughter of his troops and wept sore and 
buffered his face; nor did the carnage cease among the army 
of Hind for two whole days, till they were cut off even to the 
last man. Then janshah commanded a Marid, by name Shimwal, 
chain up King Kaffd with manacles and fetters, and imprison him 
in a tower called the Black Bulwark. And when his bidding was 
done. King Teghmus bade beat the drums and despatched Toes' 
sengeis to announce the glad news to Janshah's mother, informing 
her of his approach; whereupon she mounted in great joy and 
she no sooner espied her son than she clasped him in her arms 
and swooned away for stress of gladness. They sprinkled rose' 
water on her face, till she came to herself, when she embraced him 
again and again wept for excess of joy. And when the Udy 
Shamsah knew of her coming, she came to her and saluted her; 
and they embraced each other and after remaining embraced for 
an hour sat down to converse. Then Kins Teghmus threw open 
the city gates and despatched couriers to all parts of the kingdom, 
to spread the tidings of his happy deliverance; whereupon ail his 
princely Vassals and Emirs and the Grandees of the reahu Hocked 
to salute him and give him joy of his victory and of the safe 
retum of his son; and they brought him great store of rich 
offerings and curious presents. The visits and oblations con' 
tinued for some time, after which the King made a second and 
a more splendid bridc'fcast for the Princess Shamsah and bade 
decorate the city and held liigh festival. Lastly they unveiled 
and paraded the bride before Janshah, with apparel and oma' 
ments of the utmost magnificence, and w-hen her bridegroom went 
in to her he presented her with an hundred beautiful slave'girb 
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to wait upon lier. Same days alter the Pdneess repaired 
to the King and interceded with him ior Ka£d, saying, "Su0^cr 
him return to bis own land, and if henceforward he be minded to 
do thee a hvux, 1 will bid one of the Jmo'guard snatch him up and 
bring him to thee.* Replied Teghmus, *1 hear and 1 obey/ 
and bade Shimwal bring him the prisoner, who came manacled 
and fecteied and kissed earth between lus hands. Then he com' 
manded to strike off his chains and, mounting him on a lame 
mare, said to him, *Verily Princess Shamsah hath interceded 
for thee; so begone to thy ^ngdom, but if thou fall again to 
thine old tricks, she will send one of the Marids to sei:^ thee 
and bring thee hither/ Thereupon King Kahd set off home' 

wards, in the sorri^t of plights,**-And Shahrazad perceived 

the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 


SBttn ft tuaf; Ihe Jffbt ^^ttnbreh atth lEfiii^tttth 

She said. It hath reached roe, O auspicious King, that *'King 
Kalid set oS. homewards in the sorriest of plights, whilst Janshah 
and his wife abode in all solace and delight of life, ronking the 
most of its joyance and happiness. All this recount^ the youth 
sitting between the tombs unto Bulukiya, ending with, ‘And 
behold, I am Janshah who witnessed all these things, O my 
brother, O Bulukiya!* Then Bulukiya w'ho was wandenng the 
world in his love for hrlcihammed (whom Allah bless and keep!) 
asked Janshah, 'O my brother, w'hat be these two sepulchres 
and why sictest thou between them and what causeth thy weep* 
ing?' He answered, ‘Know, O Bulukiya, that we abode in all 
solace and delight of life, passing one year at home and the next 
at Takni, the Castle of Jewels, whither we betook not ourselves 
but in the litter home by the Marids and fiying between heaven 
and earth/ Quoth Bulukiya, *0 my brother, O janshah, what was 
the distance between the Castle and thy home?* Quoth he, 
‘Every day wc accomplished a journey of thirty months and 
the time W"c took was ten days. We abode on th^ wise a many 
of years till, one year we set our for the Castle of JeweU. as was 
our wont, and on the way thither ^ghted from the litter in this 
island to rest and take our pleasure therein. We sat down on the 
river-bank ^d ate and drank; after winch the Lady Shams^, 
having a mind to bathe, put off her clothes and plunged into the 
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water. Her women did likewise and they swam about awhile^ 
whilst 1 walked on along the bank of the aaeam leaving them 
to swim about and play with one another. And behold, a huge 
shark of the monsters of the de^ sei&sd the Princess by the 1^, 
without touching any of the girls; and she cried out and diM 
forthright, whilst the damsels fled out of the river to the pavilion, 
ttj ^cape from the shark. But after awhile they returned and 
taking up her corpse carried her to the litter. Now when I saw 
her dead. I fell down fainting and they sprinkled water on my 
face, till I recovered and wept over her. Then 1 despatched the 
Jinn'guards to her parents and family, announcing what had 
her; and in the shortest time they came to the s^t 
and washed her and shrouded her;, after which they buried her 
by the rivcT'sidc and made mourning for har. They would have 
carried me with them to their own country; but 1 said to King 
S hahlan , 1 fae^ch dice to dig me a grave beside her tomb, 
that, w'hen I die* 1 may be burifid by her side in that grave.' 
Accordingly, the King commanded one of his hlarids to do as I 
wished, after wluch racy departed and left me here to weep and 
mourn for her 1^1 1 die. And this is my story and the cause of 
my sojourn between these two tombs.' And he repeated these 
two couplets,’ 

The hfttiw* , fwcet heart, b now no home to me • Since them ut gone, nor 
neighlwur acig:1ibour]y. 

The friend whilmne I took to heart, no mone • Is frienit, and hri^icest 
li^ts bse brilliancy/ 

But W'hen Bulukiya heard out Janshah's tale he marvelled'''- 

And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitted say. 


mfitn ft toosi the Jfitie J&unbreh anb tThirtp-fir^l iilgfU, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that "when 
Bulukiya heard out Janshah’s tale he wondered and exclaimed, 
'By Allah, methought I had indeed wandered over the world and 
compassed it about; but now I forget all I have seen after listen- 
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ing to these adventures of thine?’ He was silent a while and 
then resumed, ‘1 bc^ thee, of thy favour and courtesy, to direct 
me tn the way of atety." So Jansbah directed him into the right 
road, and Bulukiya farewelled him and went his ways." All Ais 
the ^rpent-Queen related to Kasib Karim al'Din, and he asked 
her, “But how knowest thou of these dungs?’*; and she answered, 
“O Hasib, thou must ken that 1 had occasion, some hvc'and' 
tw'enty years ago, to send one of ray largest serpents to Egypt 
and gave her a letter for Bulukiya, saluting him. So she went 
there willingly for she had a daughter in the land called Bint 
Shumukh'; and after asking anent Bulukiya she found him and 
gave hitn ray missive. He read it and replied to the messenger 
snake, Thou comest from the Queen of the Serpents whom I am 
minded to visit for I have an occasion to her.’ She replied, "“I 
hear and obey. Then she bore him to her daughter of whom 
she took leave and said to her companion, 'Oose chine eyes.' 
So he closed them and opening them again, behold, he found him¬ 
self on the mountain where I now am. Then hi guide carried 
him to a great serpent, whom he saluted; whereupon q;UOth she, 
^Diclst thou deliver tl’ie missive to Bulukiya?’; and she repL'ed, 
‘Even so; and he hath accompanied me and here he standeth.' 
Presently Bulukiya asked after me, the Serpent-Queen, and the 
great serpent answered, 'She hath gone to the mountain Kaf with 
all her host, as is her wont in winter; but nett summer she will 
come hither again. As often as she goeth thither, she appointeth me 
tp rdgn in her room, during her ab^ce; and if thou have any oc¬ 
casion to her, I win accomplish it for thee.’ Said he, ‘1 beg thee 
to bring me the herb, which whoso crusheth and drinketh the juice 
thereof, aick^cth not neither groweth grey nor dicth.’ ‘I will 
not bring it,' smd the serpent, ‘till thou tell me what befel thee 
since thou Icftest the Queen of the Serpents, to go with Aifan in 
quest of King Solomon’s tomb.' So he related to her all his 
travels and adventures, together with the history of Janshah, and 
said at last. 'Grant me my request, chat i may return to mine 
own country.’ Replied the serpent, ‘By the virtue of the lord 
Solomon, 1 not where is to he found the herb whereof thou 
s^est. Then she bade the serpent which had brought him 
thither, carry him back to Egypt: so the messenger obeyed her 
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and said to him, ‘Shut toe cyesf He did so and. op«i^ 
again, found hmtself on the mountain hiukattam. When 
I returned from the mouncun Knf (added the Queen) the s^' 
pent, ray deputy, infnnued me of Btilukiya’s visit and gave me his 
durations and repeated to me his story and his meeting with 
Janshah. And to O Hasib, is how I came to know the adven¬ 
tures of Bulukiya and the history of Ja n s hah . Tbcieupon H^b 
said to her, “O Queen, deign recoiml to me wMt betel Bulukiya 
ds regards his return to Egypt* She it^plied, Rnow» O ri^bi 
that when he parted from Janshah he fared on nights and days 
till he came to a great sea; so he anointed^bis feet with the juice 
of the magical herb and, waling over the lace of the waters, sped 
onwards till he came to an island abounding in tri^ and springs 
and fruits, as it were the Garden of Eden. He landed ^d 
walked al»ut, dll he saw an immense tree, with leave ^ big 
as the sails of a ship. So he went up to the tree and f«jnd 
under it a table spread with all manner meats, whibt on a 
branch of the branches sac a great bird, whose body w^ ^ 
pearls and leek-green emeralds, its feet of silver, jis bpk of red 
CHiT t eh'an and its plumery of precious metals; and it 
gaged in singing the praises of Allah the Most High and 

mg Mohammed (on whom be benediction and peace?)- 

SliaKra-rafl perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 

permitted say. 


CBfirn i( teas l!)e Jfibt l^unbteb ani fffjirtp-ficoinb 


She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Jjiig that ’Vhm 
Bulukiya Unded and walked about the island he found therein 
many marvels, especially a bird whose body was of i^ls 
kek-green emeralds and its plumety of precious meta^ ^d it 
was engaged m singmg the praises of Allah the Most Hrg an 
blessing Mohammed (upon whom be benediction and peace!). 
Seeing this he said, 'Who and what art thou? Quoth the 
bird, ‘1 am one of the birds of Eden and followed Adam wlwn 
Allah Almighty cast him out thence. And know^ O my brother^ 
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that Allah also cast out with him four leaves of the trees of the 
garden to cover his nakedness withal, and they fell to the ground 
^tcr awhile. One of them was eaten by a womit of it came 
silk; the gazelles ate the second and thence proceeded musk; the 
third was eaten by and gave rise to honey^ whilst the fourth 
fell in the land of Hind and (mm it sprang all manner of spices. 
As for me, I wandered over the face of earth till Allah deigned give 
me this island for a dvirdling-place, and I took up my abode here. 
And every Friday from night dll morning the Saints and Princes* * 
of the Faith £uck to this pkee and make pious visitation and cat 
from this table spread by Allah Almighty; and after they have 
eaten, the table is taken up again to Heaven: nor doth the 
food ever waste or corrupt/ So Bulukiya ate his fill of the meats 
and praised the Great Creator. And presently, behold, there came 
up AhKhizr (with whom he peace?), at sight of whom Bdukiya 
rose and saluting him. was about to withdraw, when the bird said 
to him, 'Sit. O Eulukiya, in the presence of Al-fthizr, on whom 
be peace!' So he sat down again, and Al'Khitr said to 'Let 
me know who thou art and tell me thy tale." Thereupon Bulu' 
k]>'a related to him all his adventures from beginning to end and 
asked. *0 my lord, how far is it hence to Cairo?' ‘Five-and^ 
ninet)' years* journey,' replied the Prophet; whereupon Butukiya 
burst into tears; then, falling at Al'Khizr's feet, kissed tliem and 
said 10 him, '1 beseech thee deliver me from (his stiangeihood 
and thy reward be with Allah, for that I am nigh upon death and 
know not what to tk).’ Quoth Al'Khizr, ‘Pray to Allah Almighty 
that He permit me to carry thee to Cairo, ere thoo periah/ So 
Buluki^^ wept and humbled himself before Allah who granted his 
prayer, and by inspiration bade Al-Khizr bear him to his people. 
Then said the Prophet, 'Lift thy head, for AUali hath heard thy 
prayer and hath inspired me to do what thou desitest; so take 
fast hold of me with both thy hands and shut thine eyra/ The 
Prince did as he was bidden and Aht Chi?r stepped a ain^ step 
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forwards, then said to him, 'Opsm thine eyesP So Bulukiya 
opened iuR eyes and found himself at the door of his palace at 
Cairo, He turned, to take leave of Al'Khiir, hut found no trace 

of him"-^AnJ Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


iHfjcn it Ujaa tfie Jfiue Jiunherh anh Ci]triP*i|)irli 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, tliat when Bu* 
lukiya, standing ar the gate 0 ! his palace, turned to take leave of 
Al'Khitr, he found no trace of him and entered the palace. W hen 
his mother saw him, she cried with a loud cry and swooned away 
for of )oy, and they sprinkled water upon her face, 
awhile she came to herself and embraced her son and wept w^th 
aore weeping, whilst Bulukiya wept and laughed by turns. Then 
all his friends and kindred came and gave him joy of hri safe 
return, and tlie new^ was noised abroad in the land and thwe 
came to him presents from all parts. Moreover, they beat ^ 
drums and blew tlie flutes and rcjOiced mightily. Then Bulukiya 
rdated to them his adventures ending with recounting how 
Khizr had set him down at his pabce-door, whereat drey marveliig 
exceedingly and wept, till all were a-weary of weeping," fiai^ 
v/ond^T^d at chc Quecn^s tsic and $hcd many tears over it; then he 
again besought her to let him return to his family: but she said, 
"I fear me, O Hasib, that when thou gettest back to thy country 
thou wilt fail of thy promise and prove traitor to thine oatli and 
enter the Hammam." But he swore to her another solemn 
that he would n^cr again cater the baths as long as he lived; 
whereupon she c^ed a serpent and bade her carry him up to the 
surface of the earth. So the serf^t took him and led him from 
place to place, till she brought him out on the platfurm^cdge of 
an abandoned cistern and there left himi. Upon this he walked to 
the aty and, coming to Kis house by the of the day^ at tlie 
yellowing of the sun, knocked at the door. Inis mother opcBpi 
it and seeing her son screamed out and threw herself upon him 
and wept for excess of His wife heard motherdB^law 
weeping; so she came out to her and seeing her husband, ^uted 
him and kissed his bands; and ench rejoiced in other with cx" 
deeding joy of all three* Tl^3i they entered the houst and 
down to converse; and presently Hash a^ked bis mother of the 
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woodcutters, who had left him to pemh in the cistern. Quoth she, 
'"^hey came and told me that a woll had eaten thee in me Wady. 
As for them, they are become merchants and own houses and 
shops, and die world Is grown wide for chem. But every day they 
bring me meat and drink, and thus have they done until the 
present time." Quoth Hastb, "To-morrow do thou go to them 
and say. My son Hasib Karim al'Din hath returned from his 
travels; so Come ye to meet him and salute him." Accordingly, 
when morning dawmed, she repaired to the woodcutters' houses 
and delivered to them her son’s message, which when they heard, 
they changed colour, and saying, "We hear and obey," gave her 
each a suit of silk, embroidr^d with gold, adding, ’^Present this 
to thy good son' and tell him that we will be with him to'momjw." 
She assented and returning to Hasib gave him (heir presents 
and message. Meanwhile, the woodcutters called togethcra number 
of merchants and, acquainting them with all that had passed bo* 
tween themselves and Hasib, took counsel with them what they 
should do. Quoth the merchants, “It behoveth each one of you 
to give him half his monies and Mamelukes." And they agreed 
to do tim; ^ on the next day, each of them took half his wealth 
and, ^ing fn to Hasil), saluted him and kissed his hands. Tlien 
they laid ^fore him what they had brought, saying, “This is of 
thy Iwuntics, and we are in thy hands." He accepted thdr peace- 
offering and said, "^^^la£ is piist is past: that which bcfel us was 
decnei^ of Allah, and destiny doeth away with dexterity." Quoth 
they, Come, let us walk about and take our solace in the city and 
visit the Hanunam. Quoth he, "hJoc so: 1 have taken an oath 
never again to enter the baths, so long as 1 live." Rejoined they, 
“At least come to our homes that we may entertain thee.” He 
agreed to this, and went to their houses and each of them enter¬ 
tained him for a night and a day; nor did they cease to do 
TOUS for a whole se nnight, being seven in mimb^. And now 
Hasib w-as master of monies and houses and shops, and the 
mm^nts of the dty foregathered with him and he’told them 
all that had befallen him. He became one of the chiefs of 
the guild and abode on this wise aw'hile, till it happened one 
day, as he walking about the streets, that he pas^d the 
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door of % Hammam, whose keeper was one of his compamtms. 
When the bathtnan, w'ho was standing without, cau^t his eye 
he ran up to him and saluted him and embraced him, saying, 
“Fawur me by entering the bath and there wash and be rubb^ 
that I may show thee hospitality.” Hasib refused, alleging that 
he had taken a solemn oath never again to enter the 
but the bathman was instant with him, saying, ‘ Be^roy three wives 
triply divorced, an thou enter not and be w^ed!" When H^ib 
h^d him thus conjure hint, he w’as confounded and replied, “O 
my brother, hast i^u a mind to ruin my bouse and make my 
children orphans and lay a load of sin upon my neck?" But his 
friend threw himself at his feet and kissed them, saymg, “My 
happiness dependeth upon thy entering, and be the sin on the 
neck of mcl” TTicn all the servants of the bath set upon Hasib 
and dragging him in pulled off his clothes. But hardly had he 
sat down against the wall and begun to pour water on his head 
when a score of men accosted him, saying, Rise,^ O man , 
come with us to the Sultan, for thou art his debtor. ^ Then they 
despatched one of them as messenger to the Sultan s Minister, 
who straightway took horse and rode, attended by thnsKOOfe 
Mamdukes, to the baths, where be alighted andjpsinff in to 
Hasib, saluted him and said, ''Welcome to thee!" Then he gave 
the bathman an hundred dinars and, mounting Hastb on a horse 
be had brought with him, returned with him and all his men to 
the Sultan's palace. Here he bade them aid Hasib to iHsmoiunt 
and, after seating him comfortably, set tood before Him: and when 
diey had eaten and drunken and Wxished their hands, the Wasir 
clad him in two dresses of honour each worth five thousand dinaia 
and said to him. “Know that Allah hath been merciful to us in 
sending thee; for the Sultan is nigh upon death by leprosy, and 
the books tell us that his life is in tby hantU. Then, accompanied 
by a host of Grandees, he cook him wondering wi^ and carried 
him through the seven doorways of the palace, till they came to 
the King s chamber. Now the name of this King was Karazdan, 
King of Persia and of the Seven Coim^cs, and imdcr his sway 
were an hundred soveragn princes sitting on chairs of red gold, 
and ten iousand vaUant captains, unc& lach ones hand an 
hundred deputies and as many headsmen armed with sword a^ 
axe. They found the King lying on his bed with his face swathed 
in a napkin, and groaning for excess of pain. Whm Hasib saw 
th is ordinance, his wit was daswd for awe of the King; so be 
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kisse^i the graund beTc're iiim, aoj prayed a blessing on bini . 
Then the Grand Waiii, whose nanie was Shamhur. rose and 
wdeoming Hajib, seared him on u high chair at the King s right 

hand:-And Shabrazad pnnteivcd the dawn of day and 

to say her pertnitced say. 


aSUJjfii it teas tjbe JFih; l£tuit&reb anh CJ)irlp«f(rur(f) iJigfjt, 

She said^ It hath reached me. O auspicious King, that the Waiir 
Shainhur rose to Hasib and seated him on a chair at die right 
hand of King Karasdan; after which lie calkd for food and the 
Cables were laid. And when diey had eaten and drunken and 
washed their bands, Shamhur up (while all present alro 
Bttxid to do him honour) and, approaching Hasib said to him, 
“We are all thy servants and will give cTiee whatsoever thou 
askest, even were it one-half the kingdom, so thou wilt but cure 
the King." Saying this, he kd him by the hand to the royal 
couch, and Hasib, uncovering the King’s face, saw that he was at 
last fatal stage of the disease; so he wondered at their hoping for 
a cure. But die Wazir kissed his hand and repeated his oilers and 
ended with saying, "All we want of thee is to heal our King:" so 
he said to the Wasir, "True that f am die son of Allah’s praphet, 
Daniel, but I know nothing of his art: for they put me thirty 
days in the school of medicine and I learnt nothing of the craft. 
1 would I knew' somewhat thcriKsf and might heal the King." 
Hearing tliks, the Grand Wasir said, "Do not multiply wonis upon 
us; for though wc should gather together to us physicians from 
East and from the Wcst, none could cure the King save thou." 
Answered Hasib, “How can I mate him whole, seeing I know 
neither his case nor its cure?" the Minirter, heaHng 

is in thy hands." and nuoth Hasib, “IF I knew die remedy of his 
sickness, I would heal him." Thsrctipcti the Wazir rejoined, 
*^00 kennest a cure right well; the remedy of his sickness is 
the Queen of the SerpenLSn and thenj tmfjwcst her abiding^placc 
and liMt been with her." When Hasib heard this, he knew that 
all this came of his entering the Ikiths, and repented whenas 
repentance availed him naught; then said he, "What is the Quern 
of the Serpents? I know her not mr ever in all mv life heard I 
of tim name." Retorted the 'W^azir, “Deny not the know-led^ of 
her. for I have proof that tliou kiiowest her and hast passed two 
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years with her.'* Reprated Hasib, “Verily, I never saw licr nor 
even heard of her till this moment;" upon which Shamhur opened 
a book and, after making sundry cakulations, raised liis brad 
and spake as foUews. "The Queen of the Serpents shall fore' 
gather with a man who shall abide with her two years; dien 
he return from her and come forth to the surface of the 
earth, and when he entcreth the Hammami'ba.di his belly wiU 
become black.” Then said he, “Look at thy hdly.” So Piasib 
looked at bis own bdly and behold, it was black: but he per' 
sisted in his denial and said, “My bdly was black from the day 
my mother bare me. " Said the Wasir, "I had stautmed three 
Mamdukes at the door of c\'ery Hammam, bidding them note 
all who altered and let me know when they founa one whose 
bdly was black: ao, when thou enteredst. they looked at thy 
belly and, finding it black, soit and told me, after we had wdl' 
nigh lost hope ot coming upon tiice. All we want of thee is to 
show us the place whence thou earnest out and after go thy w'ays; 
lor we have those with us who will take the Quam of the Serpents 
and fetch her to us,'* Then all die ocher Wattrs and Emirs and 
Grandees flocked about Hasib who sordy repented of his mis' 
d^; and they conjured him, till they were weary, to show them 
the abode of the Queen; but he ceased not saying, "1 never saw 
nor heard of the matter.** Then the Grand SEir called tlie 
hangman and bade him strip Hasib and lieat him a sore beating; 
and so they did till he saw death face to face, for excess of pain, 
and the Warir said, “Wc have proof that thou knowest the 
abiding'place of the Queen of the Serpents; wliy wilt thou 
persist in denial? Show us die place whence thou earnest out 
and go from us; w'e have witlt us one who will take her, and no 
harm shall befal thee." Then he raised him and bade give him 
a dress of honour of cloth of red gold, embroidered with jcw'cls, 
and spoke him fair till Hasib yielded and said. '*! will show’ you 
the phcc." At this the W'arir rejoiced with great joy and took 
horxc with all his many and rode, guided by Hasib, and ne^'cr 
drew rein till they came to the moun tain containing the 
wherein he had found the cistem full of honey. There all tbs' 
mounted and followed him as he entered, sighing and weeping, 
End showed thetn the well whence he HesJ j^fuedi whereupon 
the Wazir sat down thereby and, sprinkling perfumes upon a 
chafing^'disK to mvrttcr charms and conjurEdoris: tor he 

was E crafty magidEn and and skilled in spMrunJ arts. 
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He repeaccd three several fonnulas of conjuration and between 
each threw fresh incense upon the lire, crj’ing out and saying, 
“Come forth, O Queen of the Serpents^" when b^old, the 
water of the wdl sank down and a great door opened in the 
aide, from whkh came a mighty noise of crying like unto 
thunder, so terrible that they thought the well had caved in 
and all present fell down fainting; nay, some even died for 
fright. Presently, there issued from the well a serpent as big 
as an elephant, casting out sparks, like red hot coals, from its 
eyes and mouth and bearing on its back a charger of red gold, 
set with pearls and jewels, m the midst whereof lay a serpent 
from whose body issued such splendour that the place was 
tUumined thereby" and her face was fair and young and she 
spoke with most eloquent tongue. The Serpent'queen turned 
right and lei t, till her eyes fell upon Hasib, to whom said 
“Where is the covenant thou madest with me, and the oath 
thou swarcst to me, that thou wouldst ne\'er again enter the 
Hammam-bath? But there is no fighting against Fate nor bath 
any ever fled from that which is written on his forehead. Allah 
hath appointed the end of my life for thy hand to hend, and it 
is His will that slain 1 be and King Karaadan be healed of his 
malady/’ So saying, she wept with sore weeping and Harib 
wept to see her weqj. As for the abominable Waair Shamhur; 
he put out his hand to lay hold of her; but she said to him, 
“Hold thy hand, O accursed, or 1 will bbw upon thee and 
reduce thee to a heap of black ashes." Then she cried out to 
Hasib, saying, “Draw near me and take me in thine hand and 
Hy roe in the dish that is with you: then set it on thy head, 
fOT roy death was foretirdaided, from Eternity without b^iu' 
rung,' to be at thy hand, and thou hast no pow'er to avert it/’ 
So he took her and laid her in the dish, and put it on his head, 
when the wdl returned to its former state. Then they set out 
on thm retvxrn to the city, Hasib carrying the dish on hli head, 
and when they were half'w-ay behold, the Queen of the Serpents 
^id to him privily, Hearken, O Hasib, to my friendly counsel, 
for ah thou hiLst broken fmth with me and been false to thine 
oath, and hast done dus misdeed, but it la^as foreordained from 
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all etemicy." He replied “To bear is to obey," and sfee coo' 
tinued, Tt h this: when thou comest to the Waiir's house, he 
will bid tbee behead me and cut me in three; but do thou refuse, 
saying. U know not how to slaughter'* and leave him to do it 
with nis own hand and to work his wicked will. When he hath 
cut my throat and divided my body into three pieces there will 
come a messenger, to bid him to the King, so he will lay my 0esh 
in a cauldron of brass and set it upon a brasier before going to the 
presence and he will say to thee, 'Keep up die hre under the 
cauldron till the scum rise; then skim it ou and pour it into a 
phial to cool. Wait till it cool and then drink it, so shall naught 
of malady or pain be left in all thy body. When the second 
scum riseth, skim it off and pour it into a phial against my return 
from the King, ^t 1 may drink it for an ailment 1 have in my 
loins.* Then will he give thee the pliials and go to the King, 
and w'Ken he is gone, do thou light the fire and wait till the first 
scum rise and set it in a phial; keep it by thee but beware of 
drinking it, or no good will befal thee. When the second scum 
riseth, it off and put it in a second phial and drink it down 
as soon as it cools. ^Vhen the "ftr'^arir returneth and asketh thee 
for the second p hial , give him the first and note wrhat shal l befal 

him;"-^And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


Wljcti it toflB tfie :tfibe ^^unhreb anb lEIjirlp-fiftfi ^igfjt. 

She said. It hath reached me, O a^idous King, that the Serpent' 
c|ueen charged Hasib not to drink of the first scum and care' 
fully to keep the second, saying, “When the Waair rciumeth from 
the King and asketh for the second phial, give him the first and 
note what shall befal him; then drink the contents of the second 
phial and thy heart will become the home of wisdom. After this 
take up the flesh and, laying it in a braten platter, carrj* it to the 
King and give him to cat thereof. When he hath ca^ it and it 
hath settled in his stomach, veil his face with a kerchief and wait 
by him till noontide, when be wiU have digested the meat. Then 
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give tura somewhat of wine to drink and, by the decree of Alkh 
Almighty, he will be healed of his nnhealth and be made whole 
as he was. And give thou ear to the charge wherewith I charge 
thee; and keep it in thy memory with carefuUest keeping" 
They ceased not faring till chey came to the Wazir*s house, and lie 
said to Hasib, “Come in with me!" So he went in and the 
troops dispersed and fared each his own way; whereupon Hasib 
set down the platter and the Warir bade him slay the Queen 
of the Serpents; but he said, "I know not how to slaughter and 
never in my bom days killed I aught. An thou wilt have her 
throat cut, do it with thine own hand." So the Mitiister Shamhur 
took the Queen from the platter and slew her, seeing which Hasib 
W'ept bitter tears and the Warir laughed at him^ saying, "O weak 
of wits, how canst thou weep for the killing of a worm?" Then 
he cut her in three and, laying the pieces in a brass cauldron, set it 
on the fire and sat down to await the cooking of the flesh. And 
whilst he was sitting, lo! there came a slave from the King, who 
said to him, 'The King calls for th^ without stay or delay;'' and 
he answered saying, "I hear and 1 obey." So he gave Haaib nvo 
phials and bade mm drink the first scum and keep the second 
against his return/ e\'en as the Queen of the Serpents had fore¬ 
told; after which he went away with repeated charges and injunc' 
dons; and Hasib tended the hre under the cauldron till the first 
scum rose, when he skimmed it off and, setting it in one of the. 
phkk, kept it by him. He then fed the fire till the second scum 
rose; then he skimmed it off and, putting it in the other phial, 
kept it for himself. And when the meat was done, he took the 
cauldron off the fire and sat awaiting the Wazir who asked him on 
return, "What hast thou done?;" and answered Hasib, “I did thy 
bidding to the last word." Quoth the Wazir, "What hast thou 
done with the first plvial?" "1 drank its contents but now," 
replied Hasib, and Shamhur asked, “TTiy body feeleth it no 
change?": whereto Hasib answered, “Verily, I feel as 1 were on 
fire from front to foot.'" The villain Waiir made no reply hiding 
the truth but said, ‘‘Hand me the second phial, that 1 may drink 
what is therein, so haply I may Itc made whole of this ailmg in 
ray loms.*' So Hasib brought him the first phial and he drank it 
off, thinking it contained the second scum; but hardly had he 
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dcniE drinking when the phia! feU from his hand and he swelled up 
and dropped down dead; and thus was exemplified in him the 
gaytng; fot ilis brotkct diggcth ^ pit, he shall be the dt^ 

to m into it,” Now when Hasib saw this, he wondered and 
feared to drink of the second nhial; hut he remember^ tlw 
Serpent'Queen’s injunction and bethought him that the wazir 
would not have reserved the second scum for himself, had there 
been aught of hurt therein- So he said, “‘1 put my trust in 
Allah,"* and drank oS the contents of the phiaL No sooner had 
he done so, than the Most Highest made the waters of wisubm to 
wdl up in his heart and opened to him the fountains of know¬ 
ledge, and joy and gladness overcame him. Thoi he took the 
serpent's flesh from the cauldron and, laying it on a pkno* of 
brass, went forth ftom the Wazir s house. On his way to the 
palace he raised his eyes and saw the se\’en Heavens and all 
therein is, even to the Lote-tree, beyond which there is no passing,' 
the manner of the rcv'olution of the spheres. Moreov^, 
Allah discovered to him the ordinance of the planets and the 
scheme of their movements and the fbted stars: and he saw ^ e 
contour of the land and sea, whereby he became informed wm 
geometry, astrology and astronomy and mathematics and all that 
hangeth thereby; and he understood the causes and cons^ucnc^ 
of edipses of the sun and moon. Then he looked at the earth 
and 5aw dl minentls and vegetables that are tho'cin and thereon; 
and he learned their properties, and virtues, so that he 
became in an instant versed in medicine and chemistpr and 
natural magic and the art of making gold and silver And he 
ceased not carrying the flesh till he came to the palace, when 
he went in to King Kara;Klan, and kissing the ground be^ 
him, said, "May thy head survive thy Wazir Shamhur! the 
King was mightily angered at the news of the G^d Wazir s 
death and wept for him. whilst his Emirs and his Grandees 
officers also wept. Then said Karazdan, “He was with me 
now, in aU health, and went away to fetch me the of ^e 
Queen of the Serpents, if it should be cooked; what befd him 
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that he is now dead, and whac accident hath bedded him? " So 
Hasib told him the whole truth how the Minister had drunk the 
contents ot the phial and had forthwith swelled out and ^ed. 
The King mourned for his loss with mourning sore and said to 
Hasib, "VV'hat shall 1 do without Shamhur?” and Hadh answered 
“Grieve not, O King of the age; for 1 will cure thee within three 
days and leave no whit of disease in thy body." At this the 
King's breast waxed broad and he said, “I wish to lie made 
whcMe of this affliction, though after a long term of years." So 
Hasib set the platter before the King and made him cat a d i re 
of the ilcsh of the Serpentd^ueen. Tnen he covered hini up and, 
spreading a kerdiief over has face, bade him sleep and ait down 
by his side. He slept from noonday till sundown, while his 
stomach digested tlie piwre of fiesh, and presently he awoke. 
Hasib gave him somewhat of wine to drink* and hade him deep 
again; so he slept till the moming and when dawn appeared, 
repeated the treatment making him ^t another piece of 
the flesh; and thus he did with him three days following, till 
he had eaten the whole, when his skin began to shrink and 
scale off and he perspired, so that the sweat tan down from his 
head to his heels. Therewith he became whole and there abode 
in him no trace of the disease, which when Hasib saw, he said, 
“There is no help for it but thnu go to the Hammam.” So 
he citrried him to the bath and washed his body; and when 
he came forth, it was like a wand of silver and he was restored 
to health, nay, sotmder than he was before he fdl ilL Thereupon 
he donned his richest robes and, seating himself on his throne, 
deigned make Piasib sit beside Kim. Then he bade the tables 
be spread and they ate and washed their hant^; alter which he 
called for the service of wine and both drank their fill. Upon 
this all his Wasirs and Emirs and Captains and the Grandees 
of his realm and the notables of the lieges came in to him 
gave him joy of his reoo\'ery: and they beat the drums and 
adorned the dty in token of rejddng. Then said the King 
to the assembly, “O Warirs and Emirs and Grandees, this is 
Hasim Karim al-Din, who hath healed me of my sickness, and 
know all here present tliat I make him my Chief Warir in the 

stead of the Wazir Shamhur.”-^And Shahrazad perceived Ae 

dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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She (xifitinued, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, t^t quoth 
King Ka randan to his Ministers and high lords, '‘He who hi^ed 
me of my sickness is none other than Hasib Karim ^'Din here 
present. Therefore I make him my Chief Waiir in the stead of 
die Waiir Shamhur; and whoso loveth him bveth me, and whoso 
honoureth him honoureth me, and he who obeyeth him obeyeth 
me ’’ “Hearkening and obedience," answered they and ^ rising 
flocked to kiss Hasib’s hand and salute him and give him by 
of the Wasirate. Tlita the King bestowed on him a splendid 
dress of gold brtxade, set with pearls and gems, the of 
which was worth five thousand gold pieces. Moreov^, he pt®' 
sented to thitJt hundred pials white slaves and Ac like 
number of concubines, in lovelin^ like moons, and thi^ hundred 
Abyssinian’ slave-girb, beside five hundred laden wnth 

treasure and sheep and oxen and bufi^alocs and bulb and other 
cattle beyond count; and he commanded all his Wazirs and 
Emirs and Grandees and Notables and Mamelukes and his subje^ 
in general to bring him gifts. Presently f^b took hope and rode, 
foUowed by the Wazirs and Emirs and brds and all ^e tpiops, 
to the house which the King had set apart for him, whe« be sat 
down on a chair; and the V7 azirs and Emirs came up to him an 
kissed hands and gave him joy of his Minist^p, vying with one 
another m suit and service. When his mother and his household 
knew what had happened, they rejoiced with exceeding joy and 
congratulated him on his good fortune; and bs quond^ com¬ 
rades the woodcutters also came and gave him joy. Thm c 
mounted a gain and, riding to the house of the late 
Shamhur, laid hands on all that was therein and transported it 
to his own abode. On this wise did Hasib, frem a di^cai 
know-nothing, unskilled to read writing, become, by the 
of Allah Almighty, an adept in m-ery sciotcc and versed m ^ 
manner of knowledge, so that the fame of his learning was bla^d 
abroad over the land and he became renowned as an ocean o 
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lore and skill in medicine and astronomy and geometry and 
as^logy and alchemy and nacmal magic and the fbhhaln and 
Spiritualism and all other arts and sciences. One day, he said 
to his mother, "My father Daniel was exceeding wise and 
learned; tell me what he left by way of books or what not!” 
So his nu^er brought him the chest and, taking orut the five 
leaves w'hich had been saved when the library was lost, gave 
Aem to him saying, “These five soidls are aU thy father left 
thee. So he read them and said to her, ”0 my mother, these 
leaves are part of a book: where is the rest?” Quoth she, ‘Thy 
father matk a voyage taking with him all his library and, when 
he was shipwrecked, every book was lost save only these five 
leaves. And when he was returned to me by Almighty Allah 
he found me with child and said to mcr ‘Haply thou ^ bear 
a boy; so take these scrolls and keep diem by dice and whenas 
thy son shall gntw up and ask wlmt his father left him, give 
dicM leaves to him and say, ‘Thy father left these as thnic only 
heritance. And lo! here they are.* *' And Hasib, now the rac«t 
learned of his age, abode in all pleasure and solace, and delight 
of life, dll diere came to him die Destroyer of d^ghes and the 
Sev'caw of sodetiei.’ And yet, O King, is not this tale of 
fitilukiya and Janshah more wondrous £n the adventures of 
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bfow to Niici) t * - * 

-^(Atb, for helper) - 


2D4 

m 

Itl 

■46 

47 

J06 

3+ 

60 


F1"tl "flitcni* iittiye (Sodomi&c} * 
Fakir "rebainua fiumdicMit 
Fikju (Al-) fftkhri^-povcity ia my 
priiii: (ttyirv^ of MohnrumeJ) . 
F^* omun 4 « # 4 

F«i=Fcfft’ii * . ■ - 

Fju 1 (In return for ciiKff) » 

- {wi Budawi *'piinEk«dr'*) ■. 

Fast (and in brcjik) . * « - 

fwhen Fbfhiiiden)' ■ * 

Flnhah (peritian of the bands In 
rrciong it) . . < - ■ 

-(roched nmei fot 

greater wlcfflcrtity) - ^ ^ 

FayUysif^philoflflpficr - 
Fealty nf ihc Stsep . * ■ - 

Fi'l-l^a^dk * amone the d etc. 

Fingers and tecs C^epaniJed pe> wadi 
bcTween them) . ^ , k. 

‘Tire <of Hell) but not diMue" 

Fire {hsntil=d witbnnE tnjiHT^ * 
comiTHirt cwyimtig nrick) * 

Rfe-idcka (Zindp ZitMlah) 

Fiahir ^ M^uceze of die lomb . ^ 

Fiihcrman (Arab contrasted with 
English) F ^ 

"THrbiJ not ywindTca the good 
thing* which Allah hath allowed 

yqii** . p ^ + - 

Formicanon {jireompanying a y^a- 
lytic stroke) , k , - 

Fruita (freab aiiii dry) 


lU 

2M 

m 

26 

99 

201 

26S 

m 

234 

29S 

61 

198 

m 

271 

til 

51 


Gaan^ (with iiveii dowing utider 
It* Kjottmiic phtaae) * * 

Giw-i-^amin the Bull efffie Earth 
GcBcakgr ( Arab^betunaanth Adnm 
Gkaiarin (1^- S^^pTQi^t i>etfllaot) 
C?baut“ 3iHdah, " 

Ghaianfar Iba Kamkhn**LMn, $on 

of (I) - . - * , * 

Ghilmin (enon bequrt of the Hoima) 
Ghimd (GbMiDBd]=^ scabbard * 
Ghiwj tCbuni)-»ft sf mrtvitig in 

datiott - A i ^ < 

Ghual = complete ablu don . * 

Girl (of lUM plus Yc - in her pdinc) 
Gfcetmgi beibiT the irodd » 


HASAiu^AbyroniA ami aoiMiMafl 


2l6 

OSt 

214 


556 

5Z4 

100 

361 

223 

363 

64 

151 

199 

19Z 

34 


more . * 

H ahha^ai l*8wd fbti I » * .■ 

HIdi (Ai-), Caliph - 

Hadii“^safinfi of the Apoadc^ tradi¬ 
tion . « . 1 r ' 

Flajiar Jahennam =“ Is^^ 

baJttlt . . » » - 

Hajj—pi'srii““J!* - - ,* 

HAkim (Al-> U'dli tOilipli, 

nirt M» bt cMilDuniJeit ■ith the 
FAbmitc) - ... 

IfaUc (AJ-) ^ the Truth {AUnh} 
Knldbi SheklH=the Alic|ij>lnc ii a 
iclLow bnc . ii P ■ » 

Hirtiiil=*bBlilnck . - . - 

Hamim—wasd-pigefiui _ ^ - 

-- - (shAyk) *"nilYtT of die 

CCfp*fi‘^ . ’ ■ # * . ' 

Himinfra (hired fof tFflYate pardei) 
Haniifub (the rwo) > * 

Hand* (their fed gi|hkt the phyaU 
Aan) , ^ * 

Hand* (how held in trsiCHig the 
Fiohjih} - - ‘ 

-(bitten b repentanoe) 

Hatiut—taYrrtSj botuht^' - ♦ 

Haotal—to4cK|iunfida . * 

Hsiiri GAh}=thed!k-mftii (poet) . 
HaTjAh*(a mao of) any plMC f . 

Hliib KbHui al-Din fPri ^f-)- ^ 

Hiahiml euhit’»l& indica - * 

"'Haunted”-inhabited by Jriin* . 
Hawwi^Erc . ^ * 

Hayl:^ chapd * ~ ‘ 

Hi^r^tilic bird oO a thwiaaml 
(wng*) 


395 

12 

93 

201 

378 

202 


£6 

284 

64 

m 

49 

63 

207 

220 

iO 

191 
142 

S9 

isa 

27 

29f 

371 

US 

m 

192 
48 
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Alp L\ylah wa Laylah. 


HittramaKjf (flif BUbUfAl Hftidjma- 

vtch) . .... ,126 

Harz (from fuU of wrath^ui 
ipiteaf himKlfy , , . . 6® 

Hindis fn4tKn Mualcm crppgKd to 
Hindkj . . , « , ^ 2 

ffinciibi = Endive . » . . 226 

H£ndh ^'ChtilDan Qtj tn 

tmt) . , , .124 

Hlnkl (monaitery cf) ^ 13^ 

(Hihitn ihn Orw^ (tmiLtionwf) . iJ 
ItLrh ^flcCtian ^ fJi£ Kofah . . 2l7 

Huixyn fiecnc nf cjic nf Mohim- 

nt^'i baEcSn) . . . . 6£ 

Haaey [beuV uditdnsubhed from 

cumJinney).300 

^'Honcy^Don’'^ a week). . 62 

JloriCl (Arab lirccdi) , » » 246 

Hoali^dijxa Cdm , . 170 

Hsnir (of JudgmasT) * . . 235 


House {Kitinted ^ inkaMteJ hj 
Jinni) » - ... 175 

Hudyd ftl-Hiu"arp™bcniiufa of itc 
Holy Plicca , p . . . 143 

Hnmaiini fof Hi|7pocmces) .219 

Hfdrnftarhir treatm^nr of woufub 

hidd daAffeftiiJi « . « . 200 

Hyrcjcntc (Muniiki) , * ^ 20 ? 


Ifiii^fCIvcnilnmchcnihcdbyAllili) 3l(f 
(cimcd cj^ji^led} „ 330 

Ibji Abb&i (Qmtpanmn) . . . 2l3 

Pjcikif (Abj^teerott # . . 202 

TSeike (Al-^Ji^canccllinf^ ^^rotlU- 

bon".204 

iJw (At-)"!!! rasesuce £tlie fdtilfisD- 
pher's ^ , , .315 

tlik^God ..... 196 
Urn jibKir « K^eevee far Ab 
cfacmy . . « . * . 307 

Image! (of Imrtf betngi fwlmldEn) 3 
■■ . . . 223 

Impurity (emrirwaiud iliffetrni from 
dirtirucaB) ..... 209 

tmiik ^ reteARon (prolAn^arip 

vziitfk) . ^ 76 

lA'iih" railing fr™ the iaef (* 
^*j5ick-foe-«p^') * . - » 67 

Indrajil^white magic . . . 307 

Innovation [Arab. Htda^ah.) . .167 


lotentiiut (of praref, Niyat) . 163, 196 

IntEtcwen {ditput^ dbctrinc) ^ 241 

ItkandarZ^ at JUrnayn » Akmidcr 
MatagrabaLizBil . . . . 232 


!Urli!l fbkwi the last trumf^) ^ 310 
Ilbkhirahv praying diroCtiiw 

by nmeiijj rac. .44 

= w&ucr tkttough 

the tHMcrili . . h . . 199 


jA'ATAm iiir Musi. al-FUdi 
(Cafiph) . . .93 

Jjtbol Muiwutain fwa-cUff upua 

which Caiio a Iwik) . . 393 

/ibal ^!!if * . , p , . 21^ 

Jaha] il-Sakli (I'liakli) amount of 
the wiKUEn bereft of chikhnn . j 7 
JibJr bin Abdallah (dlidple of Mo- 


hammed) ^ . i. « . 215 

JahjutrwaiwH^^I * , 306,318 


j diLib = s-aying '^JaUa Jolili^hki^ 

=^magm6cii be Hia MaJcE^y . 217 


Jaililrtyat^ gaberdine . , . 2A5 

Jama'ai* community . « . 2D3 

Jlmi*«caihcdral mwiyo - . ^1 

JiiTu'ln ^ two cflthedjalt. .,66 

Janiin = ix]Cflii . . # . 93 

jidtlikb e 1¥. N.» King of L1 /e) J26 

Jarir (poet) ^ 


j ffn TT r ** ^ubalnt (Anti intekpe) ^ 130 

Jawin<*alavtf^rllL„ rSTifijRg with 


dam'a j(iri»llowiitg teat! . . 160 

|au!(birdoif) ..... 211 

-(crudhed in effigyj . . . 23fl 

-(cxnTrp^m.1 with Acfarn) . _ ii. 


Jew (pfefen dyiiig cm the Aw^ not 
m lirndj . . , * , . 248 

Judgment (ho4xr id) ^ « 235 

Juzlcnblade Icpruy . . ^ 294 


KAPr&fyaa (Ab)i dty In frik , 294 

Kira(vomEoftbedireer.!£ui-tWEa!ity) 217 


Kobw^jtyih^cdfGo-innkm . ., Ifif 

KatBiiid£n=Kpcn-ca!C . # ^ 239 

KalU-mi = it ii lefdEHn . . .■ 150 

Kanjifah «^padL of oajda .. < , 243 

Klnun^ bnj£cr ^ ^ 2/2 

Klri^Koran-feader .... 216 
Karbh fin after of Boghilad . 127 

K£ruTi*KorAli of the Bible _ 225 

Kawiid CpL of Od^gavomor) . H5 


Khaliii=^pua iWiag ft™ the 
dxbinfd » i « ^ . 162 

Khalil (Al-)-the friend, U. of 
Ailob«Abl^am . . , . 205 
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KltATiU iALHphAnmffit 

^ pyaTTi.-tfi'ta.fcir * * . -■ 

KJMytxmAh ^irviidvitUt) 

KKttwwii (/Vt-)^b« ifcrt - Tin k rt * 

KMlil = Kwtb-pieie (cinbkin of 

cmffdatWTi/ ■ , - m 

tke Gpmh ftupbtt 

KhLfDiA - hcrmisfKroditc (*bti taim- 
inic^) - * fc ■ ^ ■ 

Kinimiu Pfirwli ShMn i * 

- (,hU irtMiltb) , ' ‘ 

KtulnJl-dJCUtndiitin - 

KiM ih (iurdftg rowurdi it tn nuurt^ 
dimiypcc) ^ ^ » 

- (wiy ihln^ gppoaltt;) ifrptied 

KiUlJLtiyit^ the two Kiblmns 
(Mcor^h ^fld J iSTa^dira > . 

Kmsd^HlbOTki^t"'^ . 

Kills ^ VLrlwJiii Wic) 

Kjsri =■ ChcarDs (applied tft 

fitm hinnf jft) ^ j I. * p 

Kiw (wiilwut mjpa*tathio*lirc*tl 
ntchout vthi ^ ‘ 

Kit [igf the cravetlrr in rhe Put) 

Kiyj^k ^fiaunh Cop6c month) 

KncellsB fyi ptayer adirtivdy 
Qizisbiui) . , * p 

KiJiUnettlk in rhs Kohl^ci»=«P» 
hre . . o * . - 

Knrih (Klr^l - » * * ” 

Kats^i qutiTtJ (wm. 6J 

-txKxl]]. 43) , # - -p 

-(incxTiii, 1} - ■ - - 

- .... 

-(ii.36p) . . - . - 

-fiy. nS; H 2Z2) . - 

- — -(siLSI). . , ^ . 

(xiCVl. IA5) dr ■ - ' 

-{3txi* 36) * . - # 

- — (tiI. 143} ^ . o > 

- - (iv.im) .... 

. — (iriiL 66)- i . *■ 

■ - (msmu 61; \mm. i?) 

-{y]i.€3^71*l3) - - 

— - ' (dinpT. of Tlsc Cow) 

^—- (xvi, !?2; jisix, S4 iIel 33} d 
■ (ii. 33.10l?icL iB ; sd, IWf 


m 

II 

313 

M 

m 

326 

91 

ik 

m 

39 

a. 

5 

m 

67 

l6i 

114 

231 

m 

9T 


We 


li. 571 , 

-—— (Ijl; xn-ii. 30; itvi. K 3) 

-—- fii. 15f s x^L llO) 

-- (v. 4i icxjE,; \XMV. I: sttvi.; 

Of. I) . * 1 

-69,116) * - 

VOL* V. 


73 

101 

102 

143 

I4S 

iSS 

159 

161 

164 

191 

194 

m 

307 

310 

111 

i5. 

112 
213 
2J4 

11£ 

316 


Korajt quoted (vit. I54i iL SO) 

— — (Tni- 39) 

- (lL316;y.Kl 

- -[ic- S; m. 60; icEtvi 

U*- 40) . * ^ 

. - iMai- 34) 

- f™rriL 5) > 

- (iuwtL 37,31) 

-(an- 57j iwL 7) 

— — ■ tltni. 11) 

- (jifc.; vii. IlO> 

- Cwl 10) - 

- ^ (rayi. S2) 

-■ fyi.U} - 

- ‘ (tiL 52) . 

- - fjumvir 123 

— — (y. m). 

- -41) 

— ^iiirvtu. 34) 

-^™.> 

- — (lexviL) . 

-fxxTii. 16) 

-t4>. 

- - (abrei^ntit^ ind nbros^t^ 


patsjgja;) 

.—- (mMi Mdkm dmpisr of)- 
.-^fcjniiieriE ind cnrimi* vctm 


of) . . 

Kiibbnt (AJ-)^"kwvc 
fCnirar aSAyji f.Pi* N, ^coolnca 
the eye) * * - 

Kiith^ftxic, pole; hnnee ptince, 
<lo^^ in tjunthood ■ * 334 


217 

221 

t2y 

228 

231 

233 

234 

235 

236 
233 

239 

240 
250 
269 
214 
1S7 
290 
310 
320 
337 
3SS 
393 

194 

211 

^- 

13 

W5 


lA^AL^niby ... * * 342 

La^in“ciir^ . . , - * 250 

LAbh4!y"^^^hfle I am (proflotinacd 

m gglid.Etg Meccah) . < - 203 

Lxtatkm (tjeim of) . « ^ 

-- {no fdhabitat^ dutitiS^ . ■^■ 

Limi Ujhupetl, fockeJ 

(u hjni-lel) , . ^ ^ * ^19 

Lmc aui&cicdj, 32j 33, 37^ ^4, 4i| 64, 104^ 

112, 120* 121* 145, it9* 201, 216, m 

Lnub “itblet used a* *l*tc - 73 

—— = tbi rtcscrrcii 

TibJtt (pt Allah's JeOreft) . ^ 322 

Luu U^kB«but fm thee* for tky 
»bc , . 306 

Lepmv (wMM-'bakalt or baras^ 

• - ■* ' ^ 

Lif«librt of lMlm4madi ^ . 45 

lion Cbegiuilod by Jlttccry) * » 40 
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40a 

Ijf^cr ind (held co ht em- 

Scilod bl^) . , - - 220 

Lord Br Ladj-orihc , ^ . 60 

--(of tKcEjfft^WeitJ , 221 

Lotc-Wt riM^fDOli wlych iket^ it 

no pmin^.393 

U>CB«£iinH ofe:haA« * . » 223 

Lofe (KTjmgc chuven of) . . 7 J 

-{dtaiho frma) . , . . |34 

’-(midc pubJir, diipflx**) . 151 

Loven (buticil toacthcrj . , ,r 71 

——- (moJeJ cjnci, beciSRtiny am 

ordiniiynTarncijcuuptc) . _ 92 

Ldtj (pf the pccrple of Lot i» 
Seniondtc) . , , , . IM 

Lyotb-Uw (the modoim (ortn of 
Jixfr tiiipms) H .... 1Q3 


Ma Aif£i (iifi4f«r and compoH-r) J47 
=“ ptMtTO (Can- 

milt) ... . . 156 

Mflgic Hoitc {biinar^- qF the fable) . 2 

Mi^zub « drmwn, Attrarcod (Sul 

tcfcn for an octESEbc) . » ^ 57 

^Ulik (cruQtiflnUT) . . » . SI 

--A]|-Khuzi'l tif ihc 

pdocc) ..... ^ 95 

Mibk bin Dfujlr (thct^tegiAn} . » 26] 

Mdjkbdsyfl (A1-) ■ lodoncho^y . 22i 

(ailnf^ above wonaAfi) 155 
{one'ievycatjc™ tvcnriira,en*i]f #5. 

-(orve^j porxion ■= tiro womcoV) ri. 

-(creatnl of oonguinl blmid) . 213 

Miui£f (ulaj) ..... 129 

Manitil (StoiiraiY of the Moon) . 22S 

MirwAh ((icfoLuiJUwATc in Mee^ah) 203 
btatif^^phceof thcTawif, f. r. r 203 
Mirdn^ (of Sinsl ftmitHi} * . 14< 

hfiTBir^gamc of omwi . . . 223 

Modliine (mica and vmok bcftfln^ 

on ikaocarkK .... 222 

Merempoychofti ifid sJurpera' mchi M 
dat^rajltd mra 

ATkhaeImM . * . . . I 

Mikmmh (^fakmanh)—rover for 

1 btaAcTj ciiin^oiaiicr , , 120 

Milk{»iiml) .... 225 

Wlim (teraei of dse liitccn) . 217 

Mina (and tfie itotrtng of tht flcril/ 203 
Mimck (mlnoTi knonn vo Spniiuat 
inn) , . . . , .144 

Mirxjkh Abdnllab-I-Hichmikini « 
MaM'^ Abduilafa of Niotbpnc , 27 


Mjam £tifd/tf* Ca|itic month) . 232 

Vfodcitjr fbcbiiui A . 162 

MohdmTtird(m£ii6ancdiatheKonn) 210 

-aLAmin iCAllph) , 03 

Mojmucri^ (beat wincTnailriti] . 65 

-(.4rAb. . . m 

-tplttces of romhfif rn fn t 

for madmeFi) . . ^ , 139 

Moaihi (of pcBi:?) . , - . 14 

-CCoptk namei ol) , 221| 232 

-nmiiw explained) * 233 

Moon (iiniile for fomak beauty) . I 

-(jiball be cEqVbi fo twain) » 217 

-(i» rtanont) . , * * 221 

Mu9hJ (exempted ftom idnUtiwt 

Wnrahip) ...... 6* 

Mooifjidim (eoit to a kiu) . « |6f 

Md/awwak ««^vnotdied (anw) , 13 

Muharramit»imlA«ful tblncj L4S 

MiikArrAbtn-^Thofte nr»f A]!^ 319 

MnJ^wifdn ■ lower aerrAAti^ Mweep- 

cfi*ctn. * ^ . 119 

M dkfj =* Koentijjt . .1 . . 216 

Middkit^goEn^ to meet un Ap- 
ppoaeiling * ... 330 

bfimihli**hyp«rifc * ^ + , 2l>7 

.Mrnikar and Naldt (the quctdomicg 
Aoifelb) . . , . .Ill 

Mijrdet (to be punlfhedby the family} 103 
MuiVb btn d-Zybayr . . , 79 

Muaalii! i»plaee of pfiyer, i^tAtory > 2^1 

Muik (aberbet davoomi ‘witb) . 66 

Mudjm bln iLWaHd Ipcmt} . 121 

Muralamntii the poet and liii 
fataJ letter ..... 74 

MotawAkkU (AJ.) ala *lkh tC*lipM 153 
Mutawwif * loadtf bi the Tawlf^ j. e. 203 
Mubiuj (Pr. M+B Compamon) « 164 


XATAitiT— breAthlngiT i*Rcfit* * 29 

Nir* (tradidomit) .... 204 

Nifa-kifl^ (ffcf Hlnduijm) . 302 

Njjab (ial-nirAf«ao£i of A cdEmmoii 
Mbalcnuh by a Smyy^d^ ^.i,) * 259 

——^ (ALtarAfayfi "whaKparenu 
■re both of Aportolic hlp^) ^ 
Name* (of God). .... 214 
(^maiprAl Fbrmuli) ^ , 369 

Natinn (It* power oemufiti In ita 
number* of ngbtiiig men) ,. . 255 

Ner=rEed-pi|ae. . * . . SO 

N43dh = tra vcyci| far aftil wide . 52 

Nigh: CIti pcomifc ipreail with bufUr 
fliat mellcth with ilay-ritc/ ^ 77 
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NitD^hahnh - hil/fact (Pen. t kirui 

<>f demon) . , , * - 

Ni |Hi4TK>Mt cf priy cr 

NoaciuHn ditpauatiwrv (reared mJ- 
Itiina) - . . p 

Niaa (mnulc fpf the eyehra#) , 

tftw Mmtiir (tyTimt 

<>nDni>i).74 


3J3 

Lb3 

371 

34 


0*A¥D* ALUIK (Pf* NJ * 

Ocxeri tJamm) > p - . * 

—-(of diLrkncn) 

CHil age (gnrpIdcaU^ dcsctilHidl 

Old wtjmwn (foltte cqyiiraJesiti M 
Olcmi (pl^ of Alitn) =‘iht tc^rned in 

iht Uw - - p ■ i- ' 

Omtf (Ciliph) cntatled nl-Adit, the 

Jait. 

Omen {KiJ>P ■ ■ , * 

Othmiii bin Affiti (Kidb o^-Konn) 


164 

93 

309 

4 

163 

1S3 

!D3 

215 


FAtar (crtcpt over him) * - - ^ J 

F*pcr {hi*»the whllcoEsa of hii 

tkln) , t ' * p 161 

Ferapeu {on terranc-rtm/it in*de 

oblis^torr by Mow) , , p 73 

Piftiite (Txlfeyll) « « . 130 

Fajftsc quoted;,44^ 49| 111, 161* 

204*346 

Pcirtt sheded hy ludr^ftech under 

iTHJvitdehio - p - ' . 

Femvi C‘I am ** but not \yin^ 
now^') « - ^ ^ 

- (poets mottfy nidrcHsiog 

youths) ^ d * ^ ■ - 

I^ya^ogisa tprMie on the elm- 

tids) . * t - ^ ■ 

Fhym wnd Anuphyiis p 
ESetue* (on the Renzah lilubJ) 
l^lgnmtgc quoted 0- H) p p 
' "(ii, 1S7J , . I p « 

-—-OiLzm - . . . 

•--“—” G+ * m - m * 

——(|1j 344) ■ ^ ■■ ■■ ■« 

-— (^.10) P . d P P 

— --{S. 161). 

— -a. 3S3) . * . . . 

■ (ii. 320) m - * - - 

-(i. 110). 

-(iiL mi 10%, 126, 2^2) 

—— {iTid 92) ^ ^ - 

-Oi. 311} p . ^ 


L56 

120 

3:^ 

169 

39 

44 

43 

97 

100 

111 

119 

m 

196 

201 

203 

ail 

210 

124 


Flletmnge qUDtffl 361) 

■"-fh- 356) ^ ' 

PlaarifkUpciiteciK ffnwiipd hy 

amLicti) , . - P s 

Hessure prolotLsed (tn |ieti«at 4 *» 
pAuvre mlfei etc.) ^ 

PolQ t" Gar’3 . p , . . 

Puvcrxy {Holy) ^ - 

fwithlaUt inttftTfOJl, Afsb, 
NlyAl ^ valueicss) 

^-Eolef ed stamfini w pratrs- 

|jn£} - p * . - 

-(uf A ncL pcrtoti wd u he 

b»t rM) , ' , ^ / d ■ 

- L<ntormdan9 of the in) 

—-(caU tn, Aiin) - v ’ 

■ 0$ * cuUctEor evT *11 foik) 


Preachmentf (h? llaitefn deipots) * 
Ptf3iEm£Acu veiietis {lm*llc) ♦ * 

Prophet* {nimed in the ^rin) % 
Prov:<:lcniii:e {anA Justiot) p - ■ 

PiirjnLon (Easictii* ratsit auxfni 

duftng) I. , . ■ 4 ^ 

Pj'nmiti* {Al-Aiuim) 

-- (coHtJtiiuna umi^ned thirty 

bem!) . # * f * * 

PyeamfcdjainJUTen * * - - 


225 

136 

46 

76 

269 

m 

196 

200 

iL 

201 

ik 

254 

76 

210 

m 

154 

tos 

106 


Quijett>M^ twey * tmly dipleraefic 
ere * P - p * • * 


U 


= wnrslilppinii {7tk Areh 
month) . . * ^ . " * * ^ 

Riki (ditiiilcd /rom luiairti) , ♦ 65 

Ris a}-Tin -^HeaLdlaiid of Clay {not 

Rga) , d - * p p 

Rash fiwn b^^ntiing to walk * 149 

Rjiuxdi fAI-)j. Ht Cairo * * - 169 

Ream {Ital* riwi, AtabK wyem) . lOB 
ftcj Sea (ckieci m twclife pUc») p 236 
Reed-pips (Nay) , SO 

Repettticni (of an iddrea* in token 
of kindnesi} , » - ■ - 370 

Ribi*tiH]ry » ■ ^ 

Riddle ^*^siirpfiW" {ipeomcn oO - 139 

Riyani=h*k* (rratm) p - p lOS 

R^iuon Ctuaee {^tk * tmicli of 

Ajab pravctfulntH) ^ - * 391 

RoKhwaier (for "'nobility *od 
Rcntry'^ cyen in te*) - * p 357 

Ruby Yikilt') « - p 342 

RuLH {Roc) itK! feathtn , 122 
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Alt LATLAif wa Latlas. 


Saiiat« Oupt in 339 

SjiblMiticni {RiTcr) . . , , 337 

Sid (L^ctcf t dmitc for ^hc erfl) . 34 

Sifi (ground'tvAVc in Mocc^) 2D3 

Sifnb ^Aariii lidej p . . 7t 

S^lfd bin 2aj6 (tt^tkmiAt) , Si 

bin Siliin (fl&nrnop of 
KW wn) ... . * 

Slim M|-Jjiir»pcrtnnbl futrr ^ 117 

Siihi^ SxfitDn (\'Vrfii]i+ . ^ 

Saint ind Si lui? . . , LH 

Stj't^ balu3£od (inir^ftco) . 160 

Sjcjih (fulx propbttesf) , , , 147 

Saklir CJimii itnpriwncd bj Soto- 

ffion) ^ , , 316 

Sikkiwart^-carricr . , S9 

Salaf (Al-)*»niicitiy {rtferrliig ta 
Mohumnod). - « « ^ 90 

Silih {gmnison at Slicxn , . 210 

-- (hii ^ , 135 

SilHi il-Mn^jim {|ihtiologtfi.ti) . » 1$1 

SiEI dn Ir-Knbi^bliM tht jwofihcE 


(iiDlnsinie ulfxuic) . , fiS 

SllatAlion ^ntj . . 200 

-(Salim, UnviOLia^ijr n4- 

draf^d CO A ChriiEtatt) 114 

Satu^i (CtpiT&i of Al-YainnnI lli 

Siindfl] (lotnted widi) . . .192 


Siiodflll (nzaudi dqsnrcd at prnu 
jinJ ttacE^J ^ - , , . . 46 

S»^ii * falling H ckncs . . 2S 


Sardib^ufiilfrTniund chamber 123 

Saffdah (TliArfildi) bfowii . 72!? 

Sawiiif^tj«3«^ Idcki . ,. L53 

Siyhiiit jmi Jayhdn—Jaurtca >n4 

OXUt , , - , r , 4J 

Sayyid (docendut fmrm M:3i4ni^ 
mcd tlifaui^ Al^lasaji} . . 259 


Scsbbaid (Ar, GKimd} « r « 158 

Sdmdinaaur (denckd in Eati mnd 
Wcii> IIH 

5») (edited to make mn Art bindin^y 114 
{hnssJtin^ ihc. * EakJn^ the 


Ruudcnlund} . ^ 154 

S&u (fr^ Idkca iDdd tiv^l , 32^ 

Sedrcts {iiuEBJiCei Hut tdyings with 
ro^anl m their koepirqc) 8J 

Scxictnff rrfufte: with Allah 200 

Shi'ibifT tmoon of) ^ . ^91 


Shih^r — Kini^'* ton (SilnSit 

, * p - n » 2 

Shjd(3^7ab w ehkoHo . . 216 

SIldm d^NAblr {Pf, Kp“Sor of 
the Div) . , 9 

SbArbin (Arab tribe) 100 


Shayfcb Xw (Vt. R^Hdor of 

Timry) ..... 343 

ShikkH'tpljt maiitAkindoflicaTMin) 333 
Sbinf^gnrurr-b^ . . , , tS 

Shirk f^^^aynebdua) of bve , * 9 

--of tbo Muflhrik . * . 142 

Shroud OrajioJ Ih nne=-=ikFou£M 
together?) . , ^ 71 

SJiD'Ayb^Jctlim . , 21Q 

St(U (from Siyytdi^mj bjfd) . 243 

SfcE Ibrnhim hin aLKhaviHb (Pr. 

N3 ...... 283 

Scfi-^whi Hlinj , _ , , , 333 

Sinii (conT-^nt fatnog;^ fcif }UkD . 65 

Srnd (maitl ^ of) . . , .145 

Sit t ai-Moihilbh ■ Lady of Shay^khi 154 
Slain ware thm vnha were tlajii- 
many wwe ihdxL .... 341 

Slaie (Lmh) .... . 73 

SlairghtetiE^ frrnial f«) . . 391 

Stores {ihdr amhi timj to have ili ve* 
of tknr *rwi^} . - 12 

Sleeping (naked) _ . . ^ t 

-(with hoad and body oovened 

by a sheet) - .... 14 

S'Oiie (flud fcoogbter) . . . 193 

Sodomite (Iditil . . . 161 

-fptimsKed^ detected) 160 

Solomort uid David f their bmfl- 

pbtcc) H . . . 310 

Soran llfipliuM . . * , 44 

SdiaJ ^Thou knownt what U in mme 
and 1 know ncit whatbin Thine) 2lS 

- -- (doctrine of the chtco) . . 210 

Squeeze of the (timb (Rthlt) . . i U 

Sudoru of the Moon ( MaHrf^d ) _ 228 

Stones (precimia) , . 542 

Suiciio^ (of the drril at Mina) . 209 

Smngctt (treated with kbdiy care) I7l 
"Sfrangeti yet" {Lard Houglitors 
quoted) . , . . . 2W 

Sidi« their Joumey) . 

—— (add reu AHah u aluverwoold 
his beloved) . . . 263,29S 


Siifrah (ptorlHon-ba^ md tahln- 
elofh) I 

Sufyiti (imdiiJoiutc) . . , SE 

Sukit tpl. orS4ki*cup.bez») 66 

Suki U fi aydDiim ■ it repen ted ih cm 19 L 
Subfat ■^niuit, new wine . JJ8 

SuJtin (aoachroiibtije uu of the 
tii^c) . . * . 88, 179 

Suft aiiid Moon {Luffllnajici ^ day 
and nt^hi) ..... 22S 

——-^(do not oatsinp each otber) ik. 










Ihdex. 
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Suixilii**b(roc:sHk - * ^ 

Simrwt^pwtkc ^ tb4 Ptoph^, 

- * - ^.167 

SuMnai^ *nd ihe EUct w 

fonn j * * * + .9^ 

SwuY^incklem * i * * » 


Tailst . 

"(tile preicmdj 


37 

332 

334 


TiUtht-lJirwie, cipial 
TikhwAT^* fin * m&TnngI hrcmcCmulE^ 

Utter) . . * - ■ l"S 

TjL'nalni =■ crowding web tttrbsnd or 

mvcHfy^ weEtiTis ^ 199 

Tviib ^ breAsi-beiiie ^ 

Titikat-(ni 5 ridi :1 jrath to ttiowU 

edge • ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Ticfiim ■! fouotiiii In PinuLi kJ . 2^ 

Tiwif“ lCi^«bih<ireuitinfi - 203 

al* ' liSah ^ Unit in Ail^h . 208i 

TifajTimLJni^W4iilup:| wilh taiui * 197 

Teedi (tbetr cloarning cruciiicii bj? 

MohdoninediJ. .... +4 

"Tbook roa" (bto*lem e*iiiival^t 
Ibf). , * * . . 1^1 

*'T>icy'' fca '^ShsL' . * , 41. 140 

Thfo;ie-¥trsc - + * - ^ 2J1 

Thuniiar fliabc ^in Moikm parkflce 
= Friday nigil) ^ ■ - 214 

T7n»-tlay puddltil with chaS . . Ill 

Toagtis (niade w- ti tfcer {?J wbat n 
1b tho heart of mnn) - - li® 

Tomh^ck CKbiai) , ... 44 

Torteiii quoted . . - ^ 9iSj l&S 

Tree of ParsiiiK fT^hd) . . . 337 

Tric)^! (two * hcfbte aiid bfl hindJ S fi 1 

Trorh imo^t wtitthy to he ibliowod) t4fi 

--- fit btccmie . - 1-9 

Tulti (tree of Parsdipc) . * * 137 

Tubifh f fifth Copric tiHtiiihl • ,231 

TufayE -parmte . . - - 130 

Tusfhri-LinperUI c^TihcT - l®4 

Turbandft {worn large by the 
Icarnedd . . - 130 

Tiirici Cf*ir boy-ilft w, abmiirg tn 

Biqfhiittd} -66 


UiiTiDi3L™ Enoch ^ ^10 

Vmm i^mri (fnatKcr of Amr’} and 
the Bsa ^ lit 

*Un[iriih«=lc5Bef Hlgriirtagt i r 205 


Ub* 4 Witj^id (Pr. xV.-D«li4t£ of 
curing ihingB) « . . ^ 31 

t]rwah*«hinilie^ hoitoEi4iple , . 217 

Utury CRib^} i ^ < 101 

--(wsetof) - * ^ ^ US 

tjLtruoi t ^ . iL 119 

Uibi [Ai-y, poa . * . . Ill 


ViMrrB (numbfiT of thi Konnk) * SlO 
Virwl (a nuipcim) , ^ - 44 

Vnci in dcatmlaod . - ► ► 47 

VisYakaitnl»An(waraicir . f 310 


VVioy “ VaJlcy of tins 

Emmetr. * . * * - 317 

Wfidy Zihrin^ViUey FlowctT - ^ 
Wal ui K non {mcif e cercsfioiilous than 
"I bn**) 386 

Wait Siotosj . ^ » HI 

\V4 ralfeiTLitfilt^ Almt, (he piiT of U* 42 

Wwd (Al-) fin Atmlm (Ft. N. -- 

HoK id H^ani) _ .32 

Wucr (bad no tuBtc bi hit^ mouih) - 39 
— {camor, l^okki) « * . 19 
Wntwii « Bat . . . . #126 

Wayhi-Atail , . . . . Hi 

IrVhefe Ef—and where? — whetadiJ^ 

fctence la thenr between, etc* . 6S 
WSdsliinig (.hcU 10 tie the de^'a 
ipoech^ . - ^ ^ . -333 

^VitM Gta pfohililtlan not hchl tihtx^ 

|titcl - - ^ ' " ^4 

VVmJ =-=tJie TwentT-^c las* thapEcra 

of the Koran , . . . ISS 

Wjitudiei (oEic man” two wofiteri) . 1 55 
Wtimeji (licep tinStcd ln hoc weather) 1 

- (miking the hr*t jud^-aaieeiJ 34 

- — (and Mcreta) ^ 35, S3 

-(wivEi of eonudit) « - 44 

-(viiiriBB thdr loten in ■ 

[Ircajo) . . i . - 47 

- i (ihmtBbt to he jinn w € h4J) 51 

- {-tuilcdZlLJri, llic croaked) . 66 

-(Alln-ffod 10 ahaent them^ 

Klrci from the Iiouac of father 
QC hiEiband) * . . - 96 

’ - -(Initmctcd in "motit*- 

ritiiia"7 . - . . 

' - — ^apf for two tricka) * • I6l 

- - — {old* polite cqidiviien^fcwK 143 

- (in theif prime at foorrecn 

CO fifteen) . i. ► . 191 

- - QnJeriDr CO injo) . . - HS 
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Womcti twn''ci5b« m a mw*, if net 
sbrrp^ iiuult him} » .19# 

Wui^ (Koriu^c cu4er 

-iilcTiUdif rhf lidc 

of ft mftq who |TT£pftK9 for it) m 


Y1 tild wTjiHftJs (new Lu* 

suidng) « . . ^ 

rij^ and Mijdj . - ^ * m 

ViKftn4d-Op^m^ . , . 

VI Ki*«wi » 0 lubjcct of cht 
Kuri 1 • r ^ ^ 

YilUit>Rubyi etc. . , ^ 


Tft Siki^ ftl-Bvkim »0 iWr99 
Yuhftimi (Grcick PhyiidM) , . iS4 


^aiTAB fPf- N.»roe, doc) . 
3^tub»Thc diick'i ffasira # 
Ziiiibfij^^diumi (dw^utw) 
ZsuTifrft oh ^ b^Llcoia andbaittMt- 
haft . r ^ » 

Zauii“th^ cniolHd, Ibr * 

Ziiid>"oppodt«p <™ttftry 
Scid fti^2jTiidmh^ftn5^^ + 

Zlndlr«A^0oa£i44 Mchelftt 

Ziiiui lAlr)j cradiDomit « ■ * 


:g»g's:S 3SS 
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